
WELCOME

Welcome to visitors of our Parish,
those who have recently moved
into the area, and those who are
comfortable and nourished here -
Welcome. Regardless of your
status in the Church, your marital
state, ethnicity, prior religious
experience, your personal history,
background, or sexual orientation,
we hope that you will continue to
worship with us each week.

MISSION

Our mission is to be a welcoming
community of believers continually
growing in our faith and love
of Jesus Christ through worship,
education, evangelization and
service within our local and
broader community.

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
OCTOBER 18, 2026

SUNDAY MASS

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Saturday Vigil | 4:00 p.m.
Sunday | 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m.

St. Basil Chapel, 122 Park Ave., Bridgewater
Sunday | 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS: Monday - Saturday 9:00 a.m., Lower Church

CONFESSIONS - LOWER CHURCH
Saturdays 9:45-10:30 a.m. and 12:00-1:00 p.m. or by appointment.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Saturdays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m., Lower Church

DIVINE MERCY HOLY HOUR
Wednesdays 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.,Lower Church

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
1st Friday of the month: 9:30 - 6:00 p.m., Lower Church

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS
1st Saturday of the month: 10:30 a.m., Lower Church

Inspire Bridgewater Mission Weekend Volunteers - Oct. 2-4, 2026Inspire Bridgewater Mission Weekend VoVV lunteers - Oct. 2-4, 2026



Jessika is from Pembroke and graduated from Stonehill College in 2024 with a Bachelor’s Degree, majoring in
Political Science and Religious Studies and minoring in Ethical Leadership. She graduated from Villanova
University in 2026 with a Master’s Degree in Ministry and Theology and a Certificate in Higher Education
Leadership. In addition to her academic studies, while at Stonehill and Villanova, Jessika was involved in OCIA
programs, peer, interfaith and woman’s ministries, and student leadership, as well as civic and community
engagements.

As you know, we have 38 different parish ministries, each with a lead person. In the upcoming weeks and
months, Jessika will be reaching out to the ministry heads and volunteers to meet them, to learn about their
ministry, and how she can support them. My hope is that we not only support the present ministries, but
identify and develop new ones to meet the needs of the parishioners and challenges of evangelization.
Jessika will benefit and learn from the faith and experience of our parishioners, as we hope to benefit from
her youthful ideas, enthusiasm and faith. Jessika’s office is located at St. Basil’s Chapel and can be reached by
contacting the parish office.

ANNUAL APPEAL AND CATHOLIC APPEAL: WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?
You (and I) receive many requests for our financial contributions that it can be confusing especially when our
parish and the archdiocese both ask for your support. I would like to clarify these two collections in particular.
The Annual Appeal (which we are presently taking) is for OUR PARISH ONLY. All proceeds fund our parish’s
operating and maintenance costs and make up for the deficit from what we receive in our weekly collection.
The Catholic Appeal (usually taken in late Jan-Mar) is for the Archdiocese and the many agencies and
programs that support parishes, training, oversight and many ministries throughout the archdiocese.

- Fr. Devine

Have you ever wanted to read the Gospel,
but didn’t know where to start? No theology
degree required! Join Seminarian Ryan and
dive into the Gospel according to Matthew,
exploring the earthly life of Jesus Christ. We
will jump into His teachings, miracles,
encounters with others, and ultimately His
Passion, Death, and Resurrection. We will
look at what Matthew has to say about
following Christ, handling life’s challenges,
relationships with others, and growing in
holiness. Registration is preferred but not
required. Visit our website to sign up!

LIFTING THE LORD
BIBLE STUDY
Tuesdays at 6:30 PM,

beginning THIS TUESDAY, OCT. 20!
Parish Center

Kneeling is one of the deepest signs of respect we have in
the Catholic Faith, and as such we often kneel before the
Eucharist, which is God Himself, who deserves our highest
respect. We do this often throughout the Mass, but there's
also a rhythm to how and when we kneel. Typically, we
begin to kneel during the Eucharistic prayer, when the
host is being consecrated, when Jesus Christ becomes
present again body, blood, soul, and divinity. During this
portion of the Mass, we continue to kneel and stand
rather than sit, unless of course, people are unable to
kneel.

However, once Holy Communion has ended and the
Eucharist is placed in the tabernacle and the tabernacle
door is closed, people are free to be seated or kneel if
they choose, while the priest cleanses the chalice and
sacred vessels. You need not wait until the priest sits to
do so yourself. As always, pray in the manner that best
connects you with the God whom we have all come to
worship.

I would like to welcome Jessika Crockett-Murphy to our parish staff. Jessika will be
assuming the position of Coordinator of Parish Ministries and Programs, a position that
Aaron Durocher had previously held.

WELCOME JESSIKA!

HOLY COMMUNION:
WHEN TO KNEEL
WHEN AND SIT

FOR PARISH AND STAFF INFORMATION THIS WEEK,
VISIT WWW.STTHOMASAQUINAS.COM
OR CALL THE OFFICE AT 508-697-9528.
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SIGNATURES BEING COLLECTED THIS WEEKEND
TO SUPPORT A REFERENDUM TO REPEAL
THE RECENTLY ENACTED ABORTION LAW!

A statewide referendum effort is underway regarding Chapter 188 of the Acts of 2026, the
recently enacted Massachusetts abortion law. Organizers are collecting signatures from
registered Massachusetts voters to place the law before voters through a formal referendum.
The petition needs 37,289 certified signatures to qualify for the referendum, but if 49,716
certified signatures are collected, the law can also be suspended while Massachusetts voters
await the formal referendum. Members of our Pro-Life committee will be collecting signatures
for this important initiative after all Masses THIS WEEKEND October 17-18. Please stop by their
table! For information about the referendum, visit REPEAL188.C0M.

KIM’S RESPECT LIFE CORNER
Every week, throughout the month of October (Respect for Life
month), Kim Sousa, our parish Pro-Life Chairperson, will be sharing
thoughts on what it means to be pro-life. See her comments below.

PROJECT RACHEL
POST-ABORTION

RETREATS
Are you –

or someone you know –
seeking peace after an

abortion?

The Project Rachel ministry of the
Archdiocese of Boston extends
a special invitation to women
experiencing regret from a past
abortion to attend a Come to
the Waters of Healing one-day
retreat. Upcoming fall dates are
Saturday, Oct. 24, and Saturday,
Nov. 14. For information, visit
projectrachelboston.com/retreats.
Please contact Project Rachel at
help@projectrachelboston.com or
call 508.651.3100 to register.
Locations are confidential.

Our society often celebrates independence, strength, productivity,
and youth. But the Gospel teaches us that our worth is never
determined by our physical abilities or what we can contribute to
society. Illness, disability and aging does not diminish a person’s
dignity. When someone becomes dependent upon others, that
person does not become less valuable. Instead, we are now given an
opportunity to practice the love of Christ through patience, service,
and companionship. Jesus repeatedly drew near to people who were
sick, marginalized, and vulnerable. He did not treat them as burdens.
He saw them as beloved children of God. As Christians, we are called
to create communities where people with disabilities are welcomed,
where the elderly are honored for who they are, and where those
who are sick are surrounded by love rather than isolation. No one
should ever feel that they are a burden to us or to society.
Sometimes our greatest ministry is simply being present. A phone
call, a visit, a meal, a ride to an appointment, or a few moments
spent listening can remind someone that they are not forgotten,
that they are loved, and that they are never alone. Please, Lord, help
us from seeing anyone as a burden. Teach us to recognize the gifts
that every human person brings to our community.

LECTORS
Tuesday, Oct. 27 at St. Thomas - 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Sunday, Nov. 1 at St. Basil’s - 12:00 - 1:30 PM

Brief trainings will be held the weekend of November 7-8 after each Mass.

EMHC/HOMEBOUND MINISTERS
Sunday, Oct. 25 - 12:00 - 1:00 PM St. Basil’s
Tuesday, Nov. 3 - 6:30 - 7:30 PM St. Thomas

VOLUNTEER TRAINING DATES
All volunteers in the following ministries, NEW or RETURNING, are required to attend a training.

USHERS/GREETERS:
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VOLUNTEER TRAINING DATAA ES
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LECTORS
TuTT esday, Oct. 27 at St. Thomas - 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Sunday, Nov. 1 at St. Basil’s’ - 12:00 - 1:30 PM

Brief trainings will be held the weekend of November 7-8 after each Mass.

EMHC/HOMEBOUND MINISTERS
Sunday, Oct. 25 - 12:00 - 1:00 PM St. Basil’s’
TuTT esday, Nov. 3 - 6:30 - 7:30 PM St. Thomas

USHERS/GREETERS:

SIGNATAA URES BEING COLLECTED THIS WEEKEND
TO SUPPORT A REFERENDUM TO REPEAL
THE RECENTLYLL ENACTED ABORTION LAWAA !

A statewide referendum effort is underway regarding Chapter 188 of the Acts of 2026, the
recently enacted Massachusetts abortion law. Organizers are collecting signatures from
registered Massachusetts voters to place the law before voters through a formal referendum.
The petition needs 37,289 certified signatures to qualify for the referendum, but if 49,716
certified signatures are collected, the law can also be suspended while Massachusetts voters
await the formal referendum. Members of our Pro-Life committee will be collecting signatures
for this important initiative after all Masses THIS WEEKEND October 17-18. Please stop by their
table! For information about the referendum, visit REPEAL188.C0M.

PROJECT RACHEL
POST-TT ABORTION

RETREATAA S
Arerr yoyy u –

or someone yoyy u knkk ow –
seekikk nii g peacecc aftff ett r an

abortitt on?

The Project Rachel ministry of the
Archdiocese of Boston extends
a special invitation to women
experiencing regret from a past
abortion to attend a Come to
the Waters of Healing one-day
retreat. Upcoming fall dates are
Saturday, Oct. 24, and Saturday,
Nov. 14. For information, visit
projectrachelboston.com/retreats.
Please contact Project Rachel at
help@projectrachelboston.com or
call 508.651.3100 to register.
Locations are confidential.

mailto:help@projectrachelboston.com


Are you someone who was baptized Catholic, but
never received any other sacraments and wish to do
so? 
Are you someone who was raised in another faith
tradition, Christian or otherwise, and are seeking
conversion to the Catholic faith? 
Have you recently been asked to be a Godparent and
need to be Confirmed? 

We encourage you to explore our OCIA (Order of
Christian Initiation for Adults) program. Please speak
with Fr. Devine or Fr. John, or contact Kevin Geraghty at
(508) 954-8017 or Karen Geraghty at (508) 930-8280. This
week is the final opportunity to register!

INSPIRE BRIDGEWATER: 
A WEEKEND OF FAITH,
SERVICE, AND LOVE!

 

What an incredible weekend! Our Inspire
Bridgewater teens and adults spent the weekend
of Oct. 2-4 putting their faith into action, serving
veterans, seniors, local residents, MainSpring
House, our Senior Center, and our own parish.
But the most meaningful part wasn't the work
we accomplished. It was the conversations,
stories shared, and connections made along the
way. On Saturday evening, we invited the
residents we served to join us for dinner, and
hearing them share how loved, supported, and
grateful they felt simply because someone took
the time to lend a hand was something we won't
soon forget. Thank you to Prisco's Market for
providing our Saturday dinner, Freccero Medical
Associates and Rosha Landscaping for their
support and donations, and the wonderful
parishioners who helped make this weekend
possible. A special thank you to the amazing
adults who gave up their entire weekend to
serve alongside our teens, some even sleeping on
air mattresses at the parish center! My hope is
that Inspire Bridgewater continues to grow and
even more parishioners get involved. There is
something special about serving our own
neighbors and sharing God's love here in our
community! - Jennifer Rosher, Coordinator

FAITH FORMATION REMINDERS
Invitations to join Google Classroom were sent via
email. Contact the Faith Formation office with
questions.
Links for Grade 1-7 review games are emailed each
Sunday morning. They are posted in the stream of
the Classroom and are available in the lesson slides
on the Classwork tab. 
Review Game results are to be sent to the mentors.
Their emails are on the syllabus. 
Mass attendance for Grade 2 and Confirmation –       
If you attend Mass at another parish, take a picture
of your child holding the bulletin at the church or
bring in a signed bulletin to the office. 
Grade 2 and Confirmation – If your child was not
baptized at St. Thomas Aquinas, please submit a copy
of their baptismal certificate. 

SAVE THE DATES – In-person classes!
Grades 1-7: October 19, 20, 21 & November 2, 3, 4
Confirmation: October 18 & November 1 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
OPEN HOUSES

Cardinal Spellman High School, Brockton: Oct. 22, 6PM

Bishop Feehan High School, Attleboro: Nov. 1, 1PM

Bishop Stang High School, Dartmouth: Nov. 4, 6:30 - 8PM

Sacred Heart Kingston (PK - 8): Nov. 8, 10AM - 12PM
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This week’s second collection supports Catholic
World Missions. World Mission Sunday gathers
support for the pastoral/evangelization programs
and needs of more than 1,150 mission dioceses
in Africa, Asia, the Pacific Islands, and remote regions
of Latin America. The funds gathered on World
Mission Sunday are distributed in the Pope’s
name by the Society for the Propagation of the
Faith - a Pontifical Mission Society. Please visit
www.propfaithboston.org for more information.

Mass Counts will continue this weekend and
next weekend! You will see the ushers with their
clickers counting attendance at each Mass!

Saint Thomas Aquinas Church, Bridgewater, Massachusetts

SECOND COLLECTIONS:
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY OCT. 17 - 18
NO SECOND COLLECTION OCT. 24 - 25

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS

Saint Thomas Aquinas, Bridgewater, Massachusetts

@stthomasaquinas-bridgewater or scan here
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SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND -
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
WREATH-MAKING NIGHT

Want to help bring Christmas joy to our Parish?
The Christmas Bazaar is right around the corner!
November 21st to be exact, and we’d love your help!
Contact Lisa at 508‐345‐1197 or ljstatk@gmail.com
to help! Join us THIS THURSDAY, October 22, from
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM for our annual Wreath Making
Night to help support the Christmas Bazaar!

WOMEN'S CLUB ANNUAL SOCKS & UNDERWEAR DRIVE
The Women's Club is conducting their annual NEW sock and underwear drive for the homeless (knit hats and
gloves also accepted!). Collection bins will be available at the entrances of the Church and Chapel at all
Masses during the weekends of October 17-18 and October 24-25. Thank you!

Last week’s offertory will be published
in next week’s bulletin. We apologize

for any inconvenience.

WOMEN’S CLUB COVERED
DISH SUPPER

Please join us on Thursday, October 29th at 6:30PM
in the Parish Center for our annual covered dish
supper. We welcome all current and NEW members.
Annual dues of $20 can be paid that night. Bring
your favorite dishes, appetizers or desserts to share.
Text or call Theresa Toppan at 508-245-0325 to let
her know what you plan to bring. And of course,
bring your appetite!

mailto:ljstatk@gmail.com
www.propfaithboston.org


Carolyn Allen
Paul Battista 

Kathy Bennett
Jean-Marie Boustani

 Sandra Cable
Mimi Conklin 

Michael Coscia 
Mary Cowan
Jackie Davis

Anthony DeSerpa
 Lourdes DeSerpa 

Marcus DiSalvo
Stephanie DiSalvo 

Matteo Disalvo 
Joan Ward Fusco 

Brenda Gentili
Patricia Giovanniello 

Thomas Groh
 Gail Hatch 
Tom Joyce

Carol Kelley
Julie Landry

Marissa Lopes 
Lucie Lovell 

Janice Martin
Joel Matthews
Anna Madigan
Riley McHardy

Sheila McKenna 
JoAnn Micalizzi

Michael Mickiewicz
Elisabeth Mikush 
Kathy Monahan 

Chris O'Leary 
Peter O'Leary
 Sean O'Leary 

Thomas O'Leary
Lane Poche 
Jerry Putney

Baby Carson Rosen 
Diane Russell
Ruth Sandler 
Tony Scalfaro

James Schneider 
Deana Spingel

Jamison Spingel
Lew Steele 
Emily Stone

Joseph Teixeira

SFC Kelly Berrier, USA
Warrant Officer 1 James Berrier, USA 

CPL Connor Bresciani, USMC
SSG Joseph Cannistraro, USA 

SRAMN Thomas J. Guzman,USAF
CAPT Jimmy Lysko, USMC
 LT Theresa Lysko, USN 

A1C Timothy O'Leary, USAF 
2nd LT Jimmy Peterson, USA

 SSG Allison Rivera, USA 
2nd LT Brian Rosher Jr., USA

GEN Eric Smith, USMC

A Time to Heal....

A Time for Peace....

PRAYER LISTWEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17
9:00 a.m.        Dorothy Keane and Margaret Carr
4:00 p.m.        Joseph, Josephine, and Joseph B. Leandres
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
St. Thomas
7:30 a.m.        Shane Molloy
9:00 a.m.        Respect for Life Mass
12:00 p.m.      Joseph and Catherine Connolly
5:00 p.m. 
St. Basil
10:30 a.m.      Jose and Etelvina Curvelo
MONDAY, OCTOBER 19
9:00 a.m.        Michael and Britt Laubinger (living)
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20
9:00 a.m.       
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21
9:00 a.m.        Anthony Ferreira (living)
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22
9:00 a.m.        Jose and Maria Moura
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23
9:00 a.m.       Linda Apostolon
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
9:00 a.m.       Kenneth Gerrish
4:00 p.m.       Francis Naves
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
St. Thomas
7:30 a.m.        
9:00 a.m.        Tom Gavigan
12:00 p.m.      Richie McQuade and Carol Bruno
5:00 p.m.      
St. Basil
10:30 a.m.      Eugene Franciosi

A Time to be Die....

SACRAMENTS
To receive information about the Sacraments or schedule a 

meeting with a priest, call the office at 508-697-9528.
BAPTISM

Baptisms are ordinarily celebrated monthly on the 2nd & 4th 
Sunday at 1:30 p.m., or during Mass. (Dates subject to change.)
Baptisms are scheduled following a meeting with our priests. 

Call the office one month in advance.
MARRIAGE

To be married in our parish, call the office at least 8 months in
advance. Marriage Preparation instruction required.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you or anyone you know would like to be anointed because of

serious illness or surgery, anointings are held on the first Sunday of
the month at 1:30 p.m., or contact the office to schedule a time.
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Manuel Carvalho
Leo Cote

George Kelly
Jacqueline Medas



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Thomas Aquinas, Bridgewater, MA 4450

©2026 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only. 
Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 12/31/26. HIC # 212231

SCHEDULE NOW: 
1-855-625-9032

AS SEEN IN

• FREE no-obligation
design consultation

• CUSTOM-BUILT

• FAST,
installation

• LIFETIME WARRANTY* 

EXPERT INSTALLATION

50%
OFF

Get a FREE full gutter 
inspection and estimate:

Promo: 285

1-844-320-4506

25% OFF     10%
LeafFilter* Discount For 

Seniors + Military

EXPIRES: 11/30/2026 AN ADDITIONAL

+

Stop cleaning-out 
your gutters this 
season



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Thomas Aquinas, Bridgewater, MA 4450

JOHN E. MCCLUSKEY, ESQ.

ESTATE PLANNING, WILLS, TRUSTS, 
ASSET PROTECTION, ELDER LAW

1325 Belmont St., Brockton, MA
www.mccluskeylaw.com

TEL: 508-583-2221

ATTORNEYS AT LAWPhysical Therapy • Sports Rehab • Massage

Now offering OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
and personal training!

Call for Estimates - 781.447.4336
www.drivewaysbyheap.com

CHAPMANFUNERAL .COM

508 6

thebridgewaterseamstress@gmail.com 
508-807-5138

The Bridgewater Seamstress
Sewing & Alterations

 General sewing • Contract sewing 
Alterations • Garment construction 

and more!
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VOZZELLA
GRANITE

INDUSTRIES

In-Home Consultations
Serving all of New England

Fine Granite Monuments

Pet Monuments • Boulder Engraving

617-592-2209 • John@VozzellaGraniteIndustries.com

656 Wareham St.,Middleboro

Continued Excellence Since 1910

Conley Funeral Home
138 Belmont St, 
Brockton, MA
(508) 586-0742

Conley, Russell & Pica
Funeral Home
165 Belmont St,
Brockton, MA
(508) 586-0254

FARM • LANDSCAPE & PET PRODUCTS

• Hay • Straw • Sawdust • Bark Mulch • Wood Chips
• Bulk Grain & Freight Hauling • Colored Stone

1000 Plymouth St., Rte. 104 , Bridgewater 

Bridgewater
FARM SUPPLY CO., INC.

508-697-1995 
www.bridgewaterfarm.com
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Amy Morrison
Independent Partner

(508) 846-3044

Bloated? Low Energy? Not Yourself?
It’s not “just normal!”

Gut health is the foundation of your health.
Let’s help you support it!

WHERE SHOULD YOU GO FOR 
LOCAL UNDERSTANDING 

OF YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS?

www.morseins.com
508-238-0056
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Guild of Saint Luke
The
G

T

Boston, Massachusetts

St. Luke Catholic Physicians’ Guild
Annual White Mass & Dinner

Saturday, October 24, 2026 at 5 PM
White Mass at St. John’s Seminary

Celebrant: Archbishop Richard G. Henning
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Call 617-841-4985 to schedule
 your free quote today!
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