ST. THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
AUGUST 9, 2026

WELCOME to visitors of our Parish, those who have recently moved into the area, and those who are
comfortable and nourished here - Welcome. Regardless of your status in the Church, marital state, your
ethnicity, your prior religious experience, your personal history, background, or sexual orientation, we hope
that you will continue to worship with us each week.

OUR MISSION is to be a welcoming community of believers continually growing in our faith and in our love
of Jesus Christ through worship, education, evangelization and service within our local and broader
community.




NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PARISH INFORMATION
Rev. Bill Devine, Pastor
frbilldevine@gmail.com

Fr. John Saniuk, Parochial Vicar
Frlohn@sta-parish.org
Senior Deacon Leo Donoghue
donoghue.leo@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE
103 Center St., Bridgewater
Monday - Thursday |9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Fridays | 9a.m.-12 p.m.
508.697.9528 | www.stthomasaquinas.com
Peter Vitagliano, Finance/Operations
pvitagliano@sta-parish.org
Tina Larson, Administrative Assistant
tlarson@sta-parish.org
MUSIC DIRECTOR
Paul Hoffman, Music Director
phoffman@sta-parish.org
FAITH FORMATION OFFICE STAFF
508.697.3652
Debbie Hill, Director
dhill@sta-parish.org
Maryann Ofstein, Secretary
faithformation@sta-parish.org
ST. BASIL, THE CATHOLIC CENTER
122 Park Ave., Bridgewater
Fr. John Saniuk, Campus Chaplain
Frlohn@sta-parish.org
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD PANTRY
AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
508-697-9528, then choose option 5

SUNDAY MASS
St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Saturday Vigil | 4:00 p.m.
Sunday | 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.
St. Basil Chapel
122 Park Ave., Bridgewater
Sunday | 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS
St. Thomas Aquinas Lower Church
Monday - Saturday | 9:00 a.m.

CONFESSION

Saturday: 9:45 - 10:30 a.m. &12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

in the Lower Church or by appointment
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A MESSAGE TO THE FAMILIES IN
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOSTON
IMPACTED BY TPS TERMINATION

Back in June, we received the news that Temporary Protected Status would end
for hundreds of thousands of Haitian refugees and Syrians in the United States.
At the time, | spoke to you and urged all people of goodwill to advocate for a
more secure future for the individuals and the families affected.

Now we find ourselves at the point when these legal protections have ended,
and | know that many of you must be devastated and fearful. You are a vital
part of our Archdiocese and as your Archbishop, | feel called to remind you of
the Word of God found in St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians 4:8-12:
"We are hard pressed on every side but not crushed; perplexed, but not in
despair; persecuted but not abandoned; struck down but not destroyed. We
always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be revealed in our body. For we who are alive are always being given over
to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal
body. So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you."

The “death” of which Saint Paul speaks is the suffering and self-surrender that
unites us with the crucified Christ. Even amid suffering, the risen life of Jesus is
already at work - sustaining us, strengthening us, and bringing life to others
through us.

The Haitian and Syrian people have proven resilient in the face of natural
disaster and civil discord. You have endured much and kept the faith. May that
faith now give you strength for the days ahead. The House of Representatives
has passed legislation that would continue TPS protection for Haitians, but the
Senate has not yet acted. | therefore renew my appeal to our elected leaders:
act swiftly to protect these families and provide them with a secure and
humane path forward.

To all our brothers and sisters, | say again that we desire to stand with you,
placing our hope in Jesus Christ, whose life and love are stronger than suffering
and death. With affection and prayers for all of you.

Yours in Christ, Archbishop Richard Henning

THANK YOU
MAINSPRING VOLUNTEERS!

We put out the call and you responded!
We are so grateful that all of our August and _
Sepetmber volunteer slots to serve meals at
Mainspring House are filled! There are other
available spots through the end of the year if you
would still like to help with this important ministry!
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What is the purpose of evangelizing? It is to share the
good news of Jesus Christ. It is to invite others into a
relationship with God. It aims to deepen faith within the
Church’s community and reach out to those who have
strayed from the Church or have not yet encountered the
Gospel. Our Evangelization Ministry here at St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish has been an active ministry for over a year
now. During that time, we have engaged in the following
activities:

e Hosted information tables in the Bridgewater
community at AutumnFest and Christmas on the
Common

* Set up welcome tables at our Parish Christmas Bazaar
and Golf Tournament

o Staffed welcome and registration tables during
Volunteer Weekends

e Distributed Parish brochures at the Valentine’s Day
Dinner Dance and the Rummage Sale

e Hosted a Family Movie Night featuring the movie
“David”

e Handed out gift bags provided by the Baptism
Committee to families of our newest members at
Baptism

e Served as ushers at our three-day Lenten Mission
and hosted a reception on the final evening.

 Contributed articles entitled The Evangelization
Corner to the Parish bulletin periodically

EVANGELIZATION

It has been a busy year for us and we hope that our outreach
activities have been helpful to those within and outside the Parish.
We welcome your input as to how we can broaden our efforts!

If you would like to share your faith and encurage others,
please join us at our next meeting on Monday, August 17th at
6:30 PM in the Lower Church. You are also welcome to join our
ministry by signing up at the Volunteer Weekends in
September.

In closing, we ask that you pray for us as we strive to do what Jesus
commanded in Matthew 28:19, “Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations.”

- Michele Giovannini, Evangelization Ministry member
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
FOR FAITH FORMATION
SUPPORT ROLES

Thank you to everyone who has come forward to
volunteer as teachers and assistants in the classroom! If
you would like to help, but do not feel called to teach on
a regular basis, we have other opportunities for you to
be connected. We need caring individuals to serve as
hall monitors, substitute catechists when needed,
and assist with collecting review game results by
email and organizing the data into a spreadsheet.
These important tasks help create a safe, engaging, and
efficient environment for our children to learn and grow
in faith. If you are able to offer some time and support,
please let us know by scanning the QR Code below or
reaching out to us in the office at (508) 697-3652. Your
generosity helps our community flourish in Christ!

Each of you should use whatever gift
you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God's grace in its
various forms. 1 Peter 4:10

- Debbie Hill, Faith Formation Director

CAPUCHIN MOBILE
MINISTRIES SERVICE
PROJECT FOR INCOMING
CONFIRMATION STUDENTS

Incoming Confirmation Students are invited (but are not
required) to join us on Monday, August 31 from
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM in the parish center for a fun
and meaningful sandwich-making event!

Together, we will partner with Capuchin Mobile
Ministries to prepare fresh sandwiches that will be
distributed to those experiencing food insecurity
in the Boston area.

Come make a difference and earn community service
hours at the same time. This event counts as a
opportunity to complete a community service project for
Confirmation. Sign up today on our website at
www.stthomasaquinas.com!


www.stthomasaquinas.com
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ASSUMPTION
OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15

Although not a Holy Day of Obligation
this year, we encourage you to pray with us.
The 9:00 AM daily Mass
will be held in the Upper Church.

4 BLOCK PARTY

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 .
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM -

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS
PARISH CENTER

All are welceme!

Rain or Shine

SSPERPERSON 777
INCLUDES ALL ACTIVITIES! (&84

KIDS UNDER 3 ARE FREE!

Purchase tickets at the block party
or purchase tickets in advance cn our website
(this helps us for planning purposes).

PONY RIDES 11:30 - 12:30
(SIGN-UP REQUIRED FOR PONY RIDES)

PETTING Z00 12:30 - 1:30

LUNCH AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE:
11:30 - 2:00

FREE ICE CREAM TRUCK TREATS
AVAILABLE FROM 12:30 - 1:30!

11:00 -2:00:
DJ - TRAIN RIDES - BOUNCY HOUSE
KIDS" ACTIVITIES AND GAMES
AND MUCH MORE!

REGISTRATION ENCOURAGED
BUT NOT REQUIRED!
VISIT WWW.STTHOMASAQUINAS.COM TO SIGN UP!

AUGUST 9, 2026

FATIMA ROSARY
PROCESSION

This Thursday
August 13th

7:30 PM
St. Thomas Aquinas Church

Fr. Adrian Milik, Pastor t"&M
St. Bridget Church, Abington -~ \

SPEAKER: N

!
- » ;

Holy Ghost Church, Whitman N

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
FOR OUR BLOCK PARTY!

HIGH SCHOOL/ADULT VOLUNTEERS

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM- SHIFTS AVAILABLE

WWW.STTHOMASAQUINAS.COM TO SIGN UP!

ARE NEEDED FOR:
FRIDAY, SEPT. 4
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM - SET-UP

SATURDAY, SEPT. 5
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM - SET-UP

TO ASSIST WITH VARIOUS
STATIONS/ACTIVITIES

2:00 PM UNTIL COMPLETE - CLEAN-UP
VISIT UPCOMING EVENTS AT
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MARYKNOLL &
MISSION SOCIETY £

Fr. Gene Toland, a Boston native, is a priest of the
Maryknoll Mission Society, ordained in 1964. His mission
ministry experience includes some years among the Aymara
indigenous people in the high plains of Bolivia, and on the team
at the Maryknoll Mission Formation Center in Cochabamba,
Bolivia. He served as a member of a Maryknoll video team that
produced documentaries for US schools and TV on the cultural,
social and religious life of Latin Americans.

Beyond his work in Bolivia, Fr. Toland has worked in faith
formation and leadership programs among farming
communities in a vineyard area of southern Chile, with refugees
in southern Sudan during the civil war, and ministering to
people with HIV/AIDS in a shanty town in Nairobi, Kenya. In the
late 1990's, he represented the Maryknoll Communities in Latin
America before the United Nations’ Economic and Social
Commission. He has served on the Society's governing board
and as the Maryknoll Society’s Regional Coordinator for Latin
America. In July 2018, he entered senior missionary status and
currently resides on Cape Cod, where he participates in local
faith communities, encouraging and accompanying them as
missionary disciples in a synodal missionary church.

On his 60th anniversary as a Maryknoll priest, Fr. Toland
reflected,”l have been blessed and enriched in ways | never
imagined. It has been a faith adventure discovering how God
has been at work in a variety of cultures, and a journey of
encouraging others as Jesus has led and encouraged me by his
life and teaching. | have learned from very ordinary and simple
people the true meaning of faith as they grow in their daily life
as missionary disciples to serve God's mission to all creation.”

Your generosity helps to recruit, train, send, and sustain lay
missioners who bring compassion and love to the poorest, most
marginalized communities around the world. Today, Maryknoll
Lay Missioners serve in nine countries across Africa, Asia, and
Latin America, sharing the good news of the Gospel, and
building a more just and peaceful world. Your support makes
this possible. If you would like to donate, please make
your checks payable to the Propagation of the Faith, with
“Maryknoll Mission” in the memo line. Thank you!
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FINANCIAL BLESSINGS

SECOND COLLECTIONS:

MARYKNOLL MISSION COLLECTION AUG.8-9
NO SECOND COLLECTION

AUG. 15- 16

7127 - 8/3 N A:EN]

Weekly Collection (In-Pew) $7,189
Mail-in / Drop-Off $ 290

Online (WeShare) $ 3,915

OFFERTORY TOTAL $11,394

Capital Improvement (In-Pew) $ 2,595
Capital Improvement (WeShare) $ 690

SECOND COLLECTION TOTAL $ 3,285

AVERAGE WEEKLY EXPENSES FOR JUNE = $ 19,228

WE ACCEPT VENMO!
@stthomasaquinas-bridgewater

venmo or scan this QR Code!

DD susscrise

('l Tube

Follow us on Facebook! Saint Thomas
Aquinas, Bridgewater, Massachusetts

to our YouTube Channel!
Saint Thomas Aquinas Church,
Bridgewater, Massachusetts

DEVOTIONS

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Saturdays 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., Lower Church

DIVINE MERCY HOLY HOUR
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Lower Church

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
1st Friday of the month: 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Lower Church

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS
1st Saturday of the month: 10:30 a.m., Lower Church
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WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8

9:00 a.m.  Catherine Connolly

4:00 p.m.  Richard Cipitelli - 2™ Anniversary
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9

St. Thomas

7:30a.m.  Natalia and Eduardo Pimentel

9:00 a.m.  Ines Carreiro and Ernesto Pacheco
12:00 p.m. Barbara Henault - 1* Anniversary

St. Basil

10:30 a.m.  Manuel Coelho and Angeline Andrade
MONDAY, AUGUST 10

9:00 a.m.  Santa and Dorothy Pratti

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11

9:00 a.m.  Jason Gates

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12

9:00 a.m.  Sally Gates

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13

9:00 a.m.  Loretta and Edwin Peterson

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14

9:00 a.m.  Maria do Carmo and Margarida Sousa

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15

9:00 a.m.

4:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16

St. Thomas

7:30 a.m. Kathleen Stevens

9:00 a.m. Raymond Picard

12:00 p.m.  Mary & Patrick Russell and Catherine Kane
St. Basil

10:30 a.m.

SACRAMENTS
To receive information about the Sacraments or schedule a meeting
with a priest, call the office at 508-697-9528.
BAPTISM
Baptisms are ordinarily celebrated monthly on the 2nd & 4th Sunday
at 1:30 p.m., or during Mass. (Dates subject to change.) Baptisms are
only scheduled following a meeting with one of our priests. Call the
office at 508-697-9528 one month in advance.
MARRIAGE
To be married in our parish, call the office at least 8 months in
advance. Marriage Preparation instruction required.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you or anyone you know would like to be anointed because of
serious illness or surgery, anointings are held on the first Sunday of
the month at 1:30 p.m., or may contact the office to schedule a time.
CONFESSIONS - LOWER CHURCH
Saturdays 9:45-10:30 a.m. and 12:00-1:00 p.m. or by appointment.
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PRAYER LIST
A Time to Die....

Alvan Forrest  Christopher O'Reilly
Paul Handricken Daniel Rumrill
Gilbert Madrigale  Travis Sellstone

Janice Sperrazza

A Time to Heal....

Carolyn Allen

Paul Battista

Kathy Bennett
Jean-Marie Boustani

Marissa Lopes
Lucie Lovell
Anna Madigan
Riley McHardy

Sandra Cable o
Mimi Conklin J.oAnn MIC?“ZZI
Michael Coscia Elisabeth Mikush
Mary Cowan Kath)'/ M(I)nahan
Jackie Davis Chris O ILeary
Anthony DeSerpa Peter O'Leary

Sean O'Leary
Thomas O'Leary
Lane Poche
Jerry Putney
Baby Carson Rosen
Diane Russell
Ruth Sandler
Tony Scalfaro
James Schneider

Lourdes DeSerpa
Marcus DiSalvo
Stephanie DiSalvo
Matteo Disalvo
Evan Frye
Joan Ward Fusco
Brenda Gentili
Patricia Giovanniello
Thomas Groh

Gail Hatch Deana Spingel
Tom Joyce Jamison Spingel
Carol Kelley E”.“ly Sto.ne
Julie Landry Erika White
A Time for Peace....

SFC Kelly Berrier, USA
Warrant Officer 1 James Berrier, USA
CPL Connor Bresciani, USMC
SSG Joseph Cannistraro, USA
SRAMN Thomas J. Guzman, USAF
CAPT Jimmy Lysko, USMC
LT Theresa Lysko, USN
A1C Timothy O'Leary, USAF
2nd LT Jimmy Peterson, USA
SSG Allison Rivera, USA
2nd LT Brian Rosher Jr., USA
GEN Eric Smith, USMC



he Pilot

Special Boston Archdiocesan Offer:
Subscribe Today and Save 49%*

Special Discount Rate i Discount

1 year (49 issues)

The Pilot is an important voice in the public square that brings you the Catholic perspective on current events.
Inspired by the vision of our publisher, Archbishop Richard Henning, The Pilot covers it all — from in-depth
reporting on Pope Leo to the good works of Boston parishes.

Each week, The Pilot brings you the stories of Boston Catholics who bring the Works of Mercy to life on a daily basis.

We invite you to join The Pilot readership today for only $24.95. This limited-time offer saves you
49%* off the regular subscription rate. Thank you for your support!

*For new subscribers only

Mail along with payment to: The Pilot + Subscriptions ¢ The Pilot, PO Box 425, Congers, NY 10920-0425 Check one: 1 My $24.95 check is enclosed payable to The Pilot
(1 Charge my: 1 Visa [ Mastercard (1 AmEx (1 Discover
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“Jesus Wept."John 11:35

THE THEOLOGICAL

INSTITUTE

of SAINT JOHN'S SEMINARY

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

OFF

EXPERT INSTALLATION/

\

REGISTRATION OPEN
FALL COURSES
Trinity/Christology, Moral Theology

* FREE no-obligation
design consultation

* CUSTOM-BUILT
to fit existing spaces

* FAST, professional
installation

* LIFETIME WARRANTY*

Offering two fully accredited

Eﬁm graduate degree programs

in Catholic theology for laity, ; ey
or peace of min

SCAN ﬁ I. .
religious, and deacons.
m SCHEDULE NOW:

Learning from within the - _' 1-855-625-9032
@ LEARN MORE heart of the Church

il B
www.sjs.edu/theological-institute | 617-779-4104 ASSEENIN HGTY REALSIMPLE T

©2026 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only.
Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 12/31/26. HIC # 212231.

For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Thomas Aquinas, Bridgewater, MA 4450




FUNERALS & CREMATIONS

CHAPMAN

(e
(508)697-4332

CHAPMANFUNERAL.COM
Headlin

FAMILY CUTS
LU
118 N. Bedford Street - East Bridgewater, MA 02333
Shop Hours: Tues,, Wed. & Fri. 9-5 - Thurs. 9-6 - Sat. 8-2

PRIVEWnays
HEAJI?

Call for Estimates - 781.447.4336
www.drivewaysbyheap.com

The Bridgewater Seamstress
Sewing & Alterations
General sewing « Contract sewing

Alterations « Garment construction
and more!

thebrid

gmail.com

Cathy Hellige
508-378-1359

Lori Paul

Caregiver « Homemaker « Companion
“Kindness, Compassion & Care”

Cell 508-326-1300

Light housekeeping - Errands
Medication Reminders - Medical Appointments
Meal Prep - Transportation

774-503-1825
lorilpaul03@gmail.com

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Claude Dubord & Sons, Inc.

The oldest pumping company
in 5.E. Massachusetts

(508) 697-2621

“Proud Supporter of St. Thomas Aquinas”

11

FARM « LANDSCAPE & PET PRODUCTS

« Hay o Straw « Sawdust « Bark Mulch « Wood Chips
« Bulk Grain & Freight Hauling « Colored Stone
1000 Plymouth St., Rte. 104 , Bridgewater

508-697-1995
www.bridgewaterfarm.com

“Jesus Wept."John 11:35

ST

CONLEY
e = || RUSSELLPICA

FARM SUPPLY CO., INC.

FUNERAL HOME
Continued Excellence Since 1910

(onley, Russell & Pica
Funeral Home
165 Belmont St,
Brockton, MA

(508) 586-0254

(onley Funeral Home
138 Belmont St,
Brockton, MA
(508) 586-0742

Where should you go for local understanding of your insurance needs?

MORSE OF COURSE!

morseins.com * 508-238-0056
Mme

82 Ingell Street | PO Box 1198
Taunton, MA 02780
p:508.822.6728 | f: 508.822.2751

jimdorseyandson.com

JOHN E. McCLUSKEY, ESQ.

[

h ATTORNEYS AT LAW

@@PHYSM:AL THERAPY U

LEARN REHAB RECOVER

Physical Therapy - Sports Rehah - Massage

Now offering 0CCUPATIONAL THERAPY
and personal training!
Call, email or find us on social!
@ptuclinic - 508-697-2000
FrontDesk@ptuclinic.com

ESTATE PLANNING, WILLS, TRUSTS,
ASSET PROTECTION, ELDER LAW

1325 Belmont St., Brockton, MA
www.mccluskeylaw.com

0il & Gas Systems - Heat Pumps - Air Conditioning Systems
0il Tank Replacement - Automatic Delivery and Budget Plans Available

[WIn

568 Montello Street - Brockton - 508-588-0979
Serving the Greater Brockton Community Since 1946

Our Family Fueling Yours

MASTER PLUMBER LIC. 15519 [ =y ey Payment Plans Available

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

2= RE/MAX o |
$ i Free Help for Families in Probate

Andy Mahoney 1 work with Buyers, Sellers, Investors!
617-538-0206 Let's chat after Mass!

50 Center Street, Middleboro, MA 02346 - amahoney@mahoneyhometeam.com

y BAYSTATE HVAC

MINI-SPLITS  HEAT-PUMPS

20+YEARS IN THE BUSINESS
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
INSTANT MASS SAVE REBATES ma52¢

/81-858-7577

LICENSED & INSURED

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Bloated? Low Energy? Not Yourself?
It's not “just normal!”
Gut health is the foundation of your health.
Let’s help you support it!

Amy Morrison .
Independent Partner "
(508) 846-3044  gravenLy

In-Home Consultations

VOZZELLA Serving all of New England

GRANITE
INDUSTRIES

656 Wareham St.,Middleboro
617-592-2209 « John@VozzellaGraniteIndustries.com

Fine Granite Monuments
Pet Monuments « Boulder Engraving =i

ADAM HELLIGE
774-406-0987
adamhellige@comcast.net

Pl Ao

et PN SERVIBES

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LICENSED & INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

ROOFING REMODELING
DECKS CUSTOM FINISH
SITE WORK NEW CONSTRUCTION
FRAMING DRIVEWAYS
ADDITIONS PAVING & SEAL COATING

GENERAL CONTRACTING

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins
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Saint Thomas Aquinas, Bridgewater, MA
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