
WELCOME to visitors of our Parish, those who have recently moved into the area, and those who are
comfortable and nourished here - Welcome. Regardless of your status in the Church, marital state, your
ethnicity, your prior religious experience, your personal history, background, or sexual orientation, we hope
that you will continue to worship with us each week.

OUR MISSION is to be a welcoming community of believers continually growing in our faith and in our love
of Jesus Christ through worship, education, evangelization and service within our local and broader
community.

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
AUGUST 2, 2026



PARISH INFORMATION
Rev. Bill Devine, Pastor
frbilldevine@gmail.com

Fr. John Saniuk, Parochial Vicar
FrJohn@sta-parish.org

Senior Deacon Leo Donoghue
donoghue.leo@gmail.com

PARISH OFFICE
103 Center St., Bridgewater

Monday - Thursday | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Fridays | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

508.697.9528 | www.stthomasaquinas.com
Peter Vitagliano, Finance/Operations

pvitagliano@sta-parish.org
Tina Larson, Administrative Assistant

tlarson@sta-parish.org

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Paul Hoffman, Music Director

phoffman@sta-parish.org

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE STAFF
508.697.3652

Debbie Hill, Director
dhill@sta-parish.org

Maryann Ofstein, Secretary
faithformation@sta-parish.org

ST. BASIL, THE CATHOLIC CENTER
122 Park Ave., Bridgewater

Fr. John Saniuk, Campus Chaplain
FrJohn@sta-parish.org

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD PANTRY
AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

508-697-9528, then choose option 5

SUNDAY MASS
St. Thomas Aquinas Church

Saturday Vigil | 4:00 p.m.
Sunday | 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.

St. Basil Chapel
122 Park Ave., Bridgewater

Sunday | 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS
St. Thomas Aquinas Lower Church

Monday - Saturday | 9:00 a.m.

CONFESSION
Saturday: 9:45 - 10:30 a.m. &12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

in the Lower Church or by appointment

Fr. Gene Toland, a Boston native, is a priest of the
Maryknoll Mission Society, ordained in 1964. His
mission ministry experience includes some years
among the Aymara indigenous people in the high
plains of Bolivia, and on the team at the Maryknoll
Mission Formation Center in Cochabamba, Bolivia. He
served as a member of a Maryknoll video team that
produced documentaries for US schools and TV on the
cultural, social and religious life of Latin Americans.
Beyond his work in Bolivia, Fr. Toland has worked in faith formation and
leadership programs among farming communities in a vineyard area of
southern Chile, with refugees in southern Sudan during the civil war, and
ministering to people with HIV/AIDS in a shanty town in Nairobi, Kenya. In the
late 1990's, he represented the Maryknoll Communities in Latin America
before the United Nations’ Economic and Social Commission. He has served
on the Society’s governing board and as the Maryknoll Society’s Regional
Coordinator for Latin America. In July 2018, he entered senior missionary
status and currently resides on Cape Cod, where he participates in local faith
communities, encouraging and accompanying them as missionary disciples in
a synodal missionary church.

On his 60th anniversary as a Maryknoll priest, Fr. Toland reflected,“I have
been blessed and enriched in ways I never imagined. It has been a faith
adventure discovering how God has been at work in a variety of cultures, and
a journey of encouraging others as Jesus has led and encouraged me by his
life and teaching. I have learned from very ordinary and simple people the
true meaning of faith as they grow in their daily life as missionary disciples to
serve God’s mission to all creation.”

Your generosity helps to recruit, train, send, and sustain lay missioners who
bring compassion and love to the poorest, most marginalized communities
around the world. Today, Maryknoll Lay Missioners serve in nine countries
across Africa, Asia, and Latin America, sharing the good news of the Gospel,
and building a more just and peaceful world. Your support makes this
possible. If you would like to donate, please make your checks payable
to the Propagation of the Faith, with “Maryknoll Mission” in the
memo line. Thank you!

August 2 ~ Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Today’s readings give us words of great love and comfort. As we listen, we
may find ourselves breathing easier, feeling comforted. In Isaiah, God speaks
to the people saying, “Come to me, listen, that you may have life.” St. Paul
tells us that nothing, not hardship or sorrow or difficulty “can separate us
from the love of God poured out in Christ Jesus.” Then we hear the gospel
story of the miracle of the loaves and fish. Jesus having compassion for the
crowd that had been with him, listening to him. This gospel draws a parallel
to our Sunday Eucharist. We are nourished by the word of God, and we are
fed the Body of Christ. In both - we are nourished for the days ahead. Take
with you from here, the words you have heard and the body of Christ you
have received. This is the sustenance we all need!

MARYKNOLL MISSION SOCIETY PRIEST
TO SPEAK NEXT WEEKEND
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FAITH FORMATION UPDATE
FAITH FORMATION TEACHERS NEEDED!
They need you!
We have already had 14 teachers sign up, but we still need more!
Faith stories often start with someone who cared enough to teach.We are looking for people willing to step into a child’s life and
show them what it means to follow Christ. One hour every other week offers you the opportunity to help someone encounter
Jesus. This could be the moment a young person’s faith comes alive or comes back to life. Whether you’ve taught before or this is
your first time, we have the materials, support, and a community ready to help. Bring your questions, your gifts, and your faith.

…the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus... Philippians 1:6

Come and see what teaching faith formation looks like.
Scan this QR Code to get started in a new opportunity!

- Debbie Hill, Director

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
- Romans 8:28

EAGLE SCOUT
PROJECT
BAKE SALE

THIS WEEKEND
My name is Owen Lynch, and I am a
Boy Scout with Troop 31 here in
Bridgewater. I have been involved in
Scouting since first grade, and I am
now preparing to complete my Eagle
Scout project.

FAITH FORMATION CLASS REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
REGISTER N0W, AS CLASSES FILL UP QUICKLY!

To register, visit www.stthomasaquinas.com
or scan this QR Code.

For my Eagle Scout project, I have chosen to give back to
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish by painting eight classrooms in the
Parish Center. This project will help refresh these spaces for the
many children and families who use them throughout the year. To
help cover the cost of paint and supplies, I will be hosting a bake
sale this weekend after all the Masses. Any support you can offer,
whether by making a purchase or through a donation, would be
greatly appreciated. Thank you for your kindness and generosity.
God bless! - Owen Lynch
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For the eighth year, I had the incredible blessing of leading our parish group to Catholic Heart Workcamp. This summer,              
52 teens and adults from St. Thomas spent a week serving others while growing closer to Christ through daily Mass, Adoration,
Confession, inspiring speakers, and many other faith-filled experiences.

Throughout the week, our groups served in many different ways, including distributing food at local food pantries, helping in
schools, working in community organizations, and assisting adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. My group had
the privilege of cleaning homes, doing yard work, and, most importantly, spending time with the residents by playing games and
listening to their stories. It was a beautiful reminder that sometimes the greatest gift we can give is simply our time and
presence.

I want to sincerely thank everyone who supported our trip through our wine cellar raffle, bake sale, and, most importantly, your
prayers. Your generosity made this life-changing experience possible for so many teens and adults.

The excitement for next year is already building! Nearly everyone on our bus plans to return, which means only a few spots
remain for Catholic Heart Workcamp 2027. If you're interested in joining us, please keep your eye on the bulletin for the 2027
application in the next few weeks.

We will also be accepting applications for Inspire Bridgewater, our local parish mission which assists those in need in
Bridgewater, taking place October 2–4. We are looking for teens and adults to serve, as well as parishioners who could use a
helping hand with projects around their homes. More information is available on the parish website and will be published in the
bulletin soon.

- Jennifer Rosher, Coordinator

CATHOLIC HEART WORK CAMP MISSION TRIP

What an incredible grace to be present for this beautiful and
fruitful time of service, prayer, and connection. Over the course of
these days, I witnessed the true movement of the Holy Spirit in the
hearts of hundreds of young men and women (and adults, too) as
they learned not only how to serve those in need, but how to do it
in, with, and through Jesus Christ Himself. From cleaning the
houses of and spending time with people with disabilities to
painting the walls outside a school, everyone had opportunities to
both work and connect with many of our brothers and sisters
experiencing need. The gratitude for the joy and love they brought
was palpable throughout the whole program. Blessed be the Lord
our God! 

- Fr. John Saniuk
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ABUNDANT HOPE PREGNANCY
RESOURCE CENTER SERVICES
FOR MOTHERS AND FATHERS

Did you know... Abundant Hope Pregnancy Resource Center offers a mentoring program for new or expecting dads called
"The Best Dads Challenge". Are you ready to get some practical and spiritual advice to grow from a father into a GREAT DAD?
Contact 508-455-0425 to speak to an experienced Dad for more information. Serving the community since 2011- from pregnancy
testing to potty training!

Did you know... Abundant Hope Pregnancy Resource Center works with over 50 community partners, including
St. Vincent de Paul, Knights of Columbus, and Early Head Start to ensure that our clients receive all of the help they
need. Are you part of an organization that would like to partner with them? Contact 508-455-0425.

Did you know... Abundant Hope Pregnancy Resource Center offers confidential same-day appointments so that women
who are in need of information don't have to wait for answers. Our mission is to empower every client with accurate and
timely information about all of her choices. If you or someone you know thinks she may be pregnant, contact 508-455-0425 for
free pregnancy confirmation and compassionate options counseling.

Did you know... a pregnant woman who chooses adoption has the power to determine how often and in what ways she will
connect with the adoptive family and her child. Abundant Hope Pregnancy Resource Center refers pregnant women interested
in adoption to the appropriate agencies that will support her brave choice. If you or someone you know could benefit
from adoption resources, contact 508-455-0425.

CRAFTSMANSHIP ON DISPLAY
This past week, we had the statues on the grounds of our properties refinished after years of weathering and wear. The Blessed
Mother statue between the rectory and church and the Blessed Mother statue in the grotto of the Old Cemetery were refinished,
as well as the praying child at the grotto and the crosses.

The work was beautifully done by Peter Vitello and JW Graham Painting of Rockland, and we want to thank them for their skills
in bringing these statues back to their original beauty. Stop by to see these beautiful statues!

- Peter Vitagliano, Finance/Operations Officer

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 2, 2026

ABUNDANT HOPE PREGNANCY
RESOURCE CENTER SERVICES
FOR MOTHERS AND FAFF TAA HERS

Did you know... Abundant Hope Pregnancy Resource Center offers a mentoring program for new or expecting dads called
"The Best Dads Challenge". Are you ready to get some practical and spiritual advice to grow from a father into a GREATAA DAD?
Contact 508-455-0425 to speak to an experienced Dad for more information. Serving the community since 2011- from pregnancy
testing to potty training!

Did you know... Abundant Hope Pregnancy Resource Center works with over 50 community partners, including
St. Vincent de Paul, Knights of Columbus, and Early Head Start to ensure that our clients receive all of the help they
need. Are you part of an organization that would like to partner with them? Contact 508-455-0425.

Did you know... Abundant Hope Pregnancy Resource Center offers confidential same-day appointments so that women
who are in need of information don't have to wait for answers. Our mission is to empower every client with accurate and
timely information about all of her choices. If you or someone you know thinks she may be pregnant, contact 508-455-0425 for
free pregnancy confirmation and compassionate options counseling.

Did you know... a pregnant woman who chooses adoption has the power to determine how often and in what ways she will
connect with the adoptive family and her child. Abundant Hope Pregnancy Resource Center refers pregnant women interested
in adoption to the appropriate agencies that will support her brave choice. If you or someone you know could benefit
from adoption resources, contact 508-455-0425.



to our YouTube Channel!
Saint Thomas Aquinas Church,
Bridgewater, Massachusetts

WEEKLY OFFERTORY
7/20 - 7/27

St. Thomas /
St. Basil

Weekly Collection (In-Pew) $ 7,355

Mail-in / Drop-Off $ 1,435

Online (WeShare) $ 2,682

OFFERTORY TOTAL $ 11,472

SECOND COLLECTIONS:

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AUG. 1 - 2

MARYKNOLL MISSION COLLECTION AUG. 8 - 9

WE ACCEPT VENMO!
@stthomasaquinas-bridgewater

or scan this QR Code!

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS

AVERAGE WEEKLY EXPENSES FOR JUNE = $ 19,228

Follow us on Facebook! Saint Thomas
Aquinas, Bridgewater, Massachusetts

DEVOTIONS
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Saturdays 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., Lower Church

DIVINE MERCY HOLY HOUR
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Lower Church

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
1st Friday of the month: 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Lower Church

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS
1st Saturday of the month: 10:30 a.m., Lower Church

CATHOLIC APPEAL
MID-SUMMER UPDATE

Thank you for your support of the Archdiocese’s Catholic
Appeal. We are closing in on our goal! The donations you
have made are vital in supporting the diocese and the
work it does to support all parishes…not just our own. We
rely on the diocese for guidance and support frequently, so
your donations go a long way. To date, the Catholic Appeal
has received $61,831 from our parish, approaching our
goal of $73,000. If you wish to support the Annual
Catholic Appeal, please take one of the Catholic Appeal
envelopes, which are located at the entrances of the
church, or just scan the QR Code below to give. We hope to
surpass our goal and show our strength in support of the
diocese through your generosity. Thank you all again!

- Peter Vitagliano, Finance/Operations Officer

TOTAL RECEIVED
TO DATE
$61,831

GOAL
$73,000

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR
SCAN HERE TO GIVE
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Carolyn Allen
Paul Battista 
Kathy Bennett

Jean-Marie Boustani
 Sandra Cable
Mimi Conklin 

Michael Coscia 
Mary Cowan
Jackie Davis

Anthony DeSerpa
 Lourdes DeSerpa 

Marcus DiSalvo
Stephanie DiSalvo 

Matteo Disalvo 
Evan Frye

Joan Ward Fusco 
Brenda Gentili

Patricia Giovanniello 
Thomas Groh
 Gail Hatch 
Tom Joyce

Carol Kelley
Julie Landry 

Marissa Lopes
Lucie Lovell 

Anna Madigan
Riley McHardy 
JoAnn Micalizzi

Elisabeth Mikush 
Kathy Monahan 

Chris O'Leary 
Peter O'Leary
 Sean O'Leary 

Thomas O'Leary
Lane Poche 
Jerry Putney

Baby Carson Rosen 
Diane Russell
Ruth Sandler 
Tony Scalfaro

James Schneider 
Deana Spingel

Jamison Spingel 
Emily Stone
Erika White

SFC Kelly Berrier, USA
Warrant Officer 1 James Berrier, USA 

CPL Connor Bresciani, USMC
SSG Joseph Cannistraro, USA 

SRAMN Thomas J. Guzman,USAF
CAPT Jimmy Lysko, USMC

 LT Theresa Lysko, USN 
A1C Timothy O'Leary, USAF 
2nd LT Jimmy Peterson, USA

 SSG Allison Rivera, USA 
2nd LT Brian Rosher Jr., USA

GEN Eric Smith, USMC

       Alvan Forrest       Christopher O’Reilly
 Paul Handricken          Daniel Rumrill

     Gilbert Madrigale       Travis Sellstone    
Janice Sperrazza

A Time to Die....

A Time to Heal....

A Time for Peace....

PRAYER LISTWEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
9:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.      Elizabeth and Lester Boyd
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
St. Thomas
7:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m.      David DaSilva
12:00 p.m.    Franco Segnatelli
St. Basil
10:30 a.m.    Margarida Arruda
MONDAY, AUGUST 3
9:00 a.m.      Evangelina & Jose Sousa
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4
9:00 a.m.      Alex Hill (living)
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5
9:00 a.m.      John Naves
THURSDAY, AUGUST 6
9:00 a.m.      Antonio and Libania Sousa & Maria Helena Batista
FRIDAY, AUGUST 7
9:00 a.m.     Maria Nazareth Borges
SATURDAY, AUGUST 8
9:00 a.m.     Catherine Connolly
4:00 p.m.     Richard Cipitelli - 2  Anniversarynd

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9
St. Thomas
7:30 a.m.       Natalia and Eduardo Pimentel
9:00 a.m.       Ines Carreiro and Ernesto Pacheco
12:00 p.m.     Barbara Henault - 1  Anniversaryst

St. Basil
10:30 a.m.     Manuel Coelho and Angeline Andrade

SACRAMENTS
To receive information about the Sacraments or schedule a meeting
with a priest, call the office at 508-697-9528.

BAPTISM
Baptisms are ordinarily celebrated monthly on the 2nd & 4th Sunday
at 1:30 p.m., or during Mass. (Dates subject to change.) Baptisms are
only scheduled following a meeting with one of our priests. Call the
office at 508-697-9528 one month in advance.

MARRIAGE
To be married in our parish, call the office at least 8 months in
advance. Marriage Preparation instruction required.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you or anyone you know would like to be anointed because of
serious illness or surgery, anointings are held on the first Sunday of
the month at 1:30 p.m., or may contact the office to schedule a time.

CONFESSIONS - LOWER CHURCH
Saturdays 9:45-10:30 a.m. and 12:00-1:00 p.m. or by appointment.
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SCHEDULE NOW: 
1-855-625-9032
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• FREE no-obligation
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• CUSTOM-BUILT

• FAST,
installation

• LIFETIME WARRANTY* 
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Special Boston Archdiocesan Offer:
Subscribe Today and Save 49%*

The Pilot is an important voice in the public square that brings you the Catholic perspective on current events.

Inspired by the vision of our publisher, Archbishop Richard Henning, The Pilot covers it all — from in-depth

reporting on Pope Leo to the good works of Boston parishes.

Each week, The Pilot brings you the stories of Boston Catholics who bring the Works of Mercy to life on a daily basis.

          Item            Special Discount Rate      Your Savings           Discount

1 year (49 issues)        $24.95            $24.05               49%

We invite you to join The Pilot readership today for only $24.95. This limited-time offer saves you

49%* off the regular subscription rate. Thank you for your support!
*For new subscribers only

our SSSSaSa iiivings Discountt
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Account #
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FALL COURSES
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JOHN E. MCCLUSKEY, ESQ.

ESTATE PLANNING, WILLS, TRUSTS, 
ASSET PROTECTION, ELDER LAW

1325 Belmont St., Brockton, MA
www.mccluskeylaw.com

TEL: 508-583-2221

ATTORNEYS AT LAWPhysical Therapy • Sports Rehab • Massage

Now offering OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
and personal training!

Call for Estimates - 781.447.4336
www.drivewaysbyheap.com

Where should you go for local understanding of your insurance needs?

morseins.com . 508-238-0056

CHAPMANFUNERAL .COM

508 6

thebridgewaterseamstress@gmail.com 
508-807-5138

The Bridgewater Seamstress
Sewing & Alterations

 General sewing • Contract sewing 
Alterations • Garment construction 

and more!
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774-503-1825
lorilpaul03@gmail.com

“Kindness, Compassion & Care”

Lori Paul
Caregiver • Homemaker • Companion

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 
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VOZZELLA
GRANITE

INDUSTRIES

In-Home Consultations
Serving all of New England

Fine Granite Monuments

Pet Monuments • Boulder Engraving

617-592-2209 • John@VozzellaGraniteIndustries.com

656 Wareham St.,Middleboro

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Continued Excellence Since 1910

Conley Funeral Home
138 Belmont St, 
Brockton, MA
(508) 586-0742

Conley, Russell & Pica
Funeral Home
165 Belmont St,
Brockton, MA
(508) 586-0254

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

FARM • LANDSCAPE & PET PRODUCTS

• Hay • Straw • Sawdust • Bark Mulch • Wood Chips
• Bulk Grain & Freight Hauling • Colored Stone

1000 Plymouth St., Rte. 104 , Bridgewater 

Bridgewater
FARM SUPPLY CO., INC.

508-697-1995 
www.bridgewaterfarm.com
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Amy Morrison
Independent Partner

(508) 846-3044

Bloated? Low Energy? Not Yourself?
It’s not “just normal!”

Gut health is the foundation of your health.
Let’s help you support it!

mailto:thebridgewaterseamstress@gmail.com
mailto:thebridgewaterseamstress@gmail.com
mailto:lorilpaul03@gmail.com
mailto:John@VozzellaGraniteIndustries.com
mailto:John@VozzellaGraniteIndustries.com
www.mccluskeylaw.com
www.drivewaysbyheap.com
www.drivewaysbyheap.com
www.bridgewaterfarm.com
www.bridgewaterfarm.com

