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Alleluia! He is Risen!

If ever there was a reason to celebrate Easter and all that it
signifies, it is this year.

Look around our world today. We see wars that seem to
have no end in sight. Innocent people are being killed
indiscriminately. The rights of citizens are threatened. There is
so much division in our country and in our world. Many
individuals and families face medical, financial, and emotional
challenges. The list goes on and on. Many people are anxious
about the present and uncertain about the future. They are
searching for signs of hope that things can and will get better.

So where can we find this hope so desperately needed in
| today’s world?

We are often led to believe that our hope for the future
. depends on financial security, political power, or advances in
| technology. Yet we have seen that these things often benefit
only a few and cannot truly satisfy the deepest needs of the
human heart. Instead, we must look to God’s love for the
world - a love that was manifested when he took on our
humanity and entered our world, which we celebrated four
months ago at Christmas; and a love that was manifested
again when he rose from the dead, which we celebrate this
Easter day. God will never abandon us.

Easter is not simply the remembrance of something that happened long ago. Easter is a declaration that Jesus
Christ is alive now. By rising from the dead, Jesus demonstrated his power not only over death, but also over sin
and evil. Through the grace he offers us freely, he helps us face the challenges of our lives and of our world with
confidence and hope.

Because of Easter, we believe that love is stronger than hatred, forgiveness is stronger than resentment, respect is
stronger than division, faith is stronger than doubt, trust is stronger than fear, and life is stronger than death.

We experience this hope in a special way whenever we gather for Mass. We listen to faith-filled Scripture that
reminds us of God’s love in the past, his presence with us today, and his promise for the future. We also receive the
Eucharist, where the risen Christ comes to us personally and strengthens us with his grace.

In addition to celebrating our faith and hope during the Easter Mass, we also experience something else - Easter
joy. Just as many people set aside differences and came together at Christmas, so now what began at Christmas is
fulfilled at Easter. The Child born in Bethlehem is the risen Lord who walks with us today.

Because Christ is Risen, we are never without hope. Because Christ is Risen, we are never alone. Because Christ is
Risen, we are called to bring that hope to others - in our families, in our communities, and in our world.

This is the meaning of Easter. This is the source of our hope. And this is the joy we celebrate today.

- Fr. Devine
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PARISH INFORMATION

Rev. Bill Devine, Pastor
frbilldevine@gmail.com

Fr. Rodrigo Martinez, Parochial Vicar
frrodrigo@sta-parish.org

Senior Deacon Leo Donoghue
donoghue.leo@gmail.com

Parish Office
103 Center St., Bridgewater
Monday - Friday | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

508.697.9528
www.stthomasaquinas.com

Peter Vitagliano, Finance/Operations
pvitagliano@sta-parish.org
Tina Larson, Administrative Assistant
tlarson@sta-parish.org

Music Director
Paul Hoffman, Music Director
phoffman@sta-parish.org

Faith Formation Office Staff
508.697.3652
Debbie Hill, Director
dhill@sta-parish.org

Maryann Ofstein, Secretary
faithformation@sta-parish.org

St. Basil, The Catholic Center
122 Park Ave., Bridgewater
Fr. Rodrigo Martinez, Campus Chaplain
frrodrigo@sta-parish.org

Saint Vincent DePaul Food
Pantry / Financial Assistance
508-697-9528, then choose option 5

SUNDAY MASS

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
103 Center St., Bridgewater
Saturday Vigil | 4:00 p.m.
Sunday | 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m.,
12:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m.

St. Basil Chapel
122 Park Ave., Bridgewater
Sunday | 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS

St. Thomas Aquinas Lower Church
Monday - Saturday | 9:00 a.m.

CONFESSION

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Saturday: 9:45 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. and
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. in the Lower Church
or by appointment

APRIL 5,2026

DEVOTIONS

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Saturdays 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., Lower Church

DIVINE MERCY HOLY HOUR
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Lower Church

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
1st Friday of the month: 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.,
Lower Church

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS
1st Saturday of the month: 10:30 a.m., Lower Church

2026

EASTER COLLECTION

¥ clergytrust

The only collection Healthier priests.

taken at our Easter
Masses benefits the
Clergy Trust, which
supports priests in
good standing
in the archdiocese.
For more information,
visit clergytrust.org.

Stronger communities.

Your support for the
Clergy Trust parish
collections provides for
the health, wellness,
and retirement needs

of our active and senior

priests. Thank you for
your generosity to
this collection and for
helping us care for
those who care for us.
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Hallew

Looking for ways to re-engage with your faith?
‘Not sure how-to take the first step?
Interested in resources to strengthen your faith?

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO ANY OF THESE QUESTIONS,
YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO JOIN US FOR:

An Euvening of Fellowship and Faith
NEXT Sunday, April12 | 6:15PM | Lower Chwrch

A HALLOW REPRESENTATIVE WILL JOIN US TO LEAD US IN PRAYER
AND ASSIST ANYONE NEEDING HELP ACCESSING CONTENT ON HALLOW.
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED. IN ADDITION, THE HALLOW
REPRESENTATIVE WILL BE SPEAKING AT ALL THE SUNDAY MASSES.

CALLING ALL WOMEN IN THE PARISH!

Women’s Club Presentation on Bridgewater Parks and Recreations

Thursday, April 16™ at 6:30 p.m.

Please join the Women's Club Thursday, April 16" at 6:30 PM in the Parish Center for a presentation of the parks
and recreation areas in town. Gina Guasconi, a member of the Bridgewater Park and Recreation Board, will review
the different park and recreation areas in town that are available for public use. There will be a Q&A, so have your
questions ready! Light refreshments will be served.

PROJECT RACHEL
POST-ABORTION

HEALING RETREATS
Are you - or someone you know - ) THIS SUNDAY, APRIL 5
seeking peace after an abortion? | L\ .
The Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of s Zpas 1:30 PM
Boston extends a special invitation to women | Every first Sunday of the month, we celebrate the
experiencing regret from a past abortion to attend a | Sacrament of the Sick here at St. Thomas Aquinas

ANOINTING OF

THE SICK

Come to the Waters of Healing one-day retreat.
Upcoming dates are Saturday, April 11 (Merrimack
Valley), and Saturday, May 16 (Boston/South). Locations
are confidential. For information on retreats/services,
please contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100 or via
email at help@projectrachelboston.com.

Church. Anointing of the Sick is not only a sacrament
for those who are dying, but also for those who are
facing a serious surgery, serious illness, or suffer from
any other physical or emotional illnesses. If you have any
questions, please consult Fr. Devine or Fr. Rodrigo.



mailto:help@projectrachelboston.com

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CHURCH
SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2026
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Join us for a
Divine Mercy Holy Hour
as well as
personal prayer time.

!

JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU.

:, G]VE HOPE Bridgewater Community Blood Drive
Rty St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Center
N ." THJS SPRI NG Saturday, April 18, 2026
CSptenty  (Giveblood 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)
or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter
BridgewaterKoC to schedule an appointment.

Streamline your donation experience
and save up to 15 minutes by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete
your pre-donation reading and health history
questions on the day of your appointment.

Scan to schedule
an appointment.

St.Thomas Aquinas Parish
Golf Outing & Dinner Fundraiser

MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2026

GOLF LOCATION:
WEST BRIDGEWATER COUNTRY CLUB

DINNER LOCATION:
ST. THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH CENTER

9:30 a.m. Registration
10:00 a.m. Shotgun Start (Scramble Format)

4:00 p.m. Dinner, Awards, Auction,
& more at the Parish Center

ez ey

Sign up today!

Scan here!

APRIL 5,2026

RUMMAGE SALE
SATURDAY, APRIL 25
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
PARISH CENTER

INSPIRE MISSION
TRIP BAKE SALE
NEXT WEEKEND

We are thrilled to announce that
the St. Thomas Aquinas Mission Trip
Youth Group, Inspire, will embark on
its 9™ mission trip with Catholic Heart
Workcamp July 18 - 25! This year, our
journey takes us to North Haledon, New
Jersey. Fifty Bridgewater teens and
chaperones will dedicate a week to
making an impact in the community.
Throughout our mission, we will work
alongside local organizations, such as
soup kitchens, at-risk youth programs,
& low-income daycare centers, with
projects from construction/demolition
to gardening and home repairs, as
we extend a helping hand to seniors,
veterans, & families in need. This trip is
a faith-filled journey where we grow
spiritually through Mass, adoration, and
confession, as well as a dynamic faith-
growing night program, designed to
deepen their relationship with Christ
and one another.

How You Can Help

Your prayers and financial support
mean the world to us. We invite you to
support our mission by joining us for
a Bake Sale fundraiser after all Masses
on April 11-12. Your generosity will
help cover the costs of transportation,
supplies, and other essentials, enabling
us to bring hope and love to those we

I serve. We are so grateful for your

support. Together, we can make a
difference! With gratitude, Inspire
Mission Trip Youth Group
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LLIE Easter, we look back W|th gratltude...

New parish members brought into the Church Inspire Mission Trip Youth Group
at the Easter Vigil 2025 Weekend of Service in our Bridgewater community

ARG
Annual Semor Citizen Thanksgiving Dinner
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at all the blessings that exist in our parish.
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THE BOSTON CATHOLIC
MEN'’S CONFERENCE

Saturday, April 18,2026 - 8:30AM to 5PM
"To WhonzStiallWe Go?"
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Closing Mass will be Celebrated
by Archbishop Richard Henning

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY
Tickets are $60 - College/Young Adults (18-30): $25
Ticket includes coffee, pastries & boxed lunch
www.bostoncatholicmen.com

The Boston Marriott Quincy

o 1000 Marriott Drive
:d:lgt§1§-l;r(‘)g QUinCYI MA 021 69 Scan Here
$25.00 FREE PARKING for Tickets

John Edwards Fr. Dermot Roache SMA

Presented by
The Men of Divine Mercy & The Flatley Foundation
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FAITH FORMATION UPDATE

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PARENT NIGHT
First Holy Communion parent nights provide an opportunity for Fr. Bill to offer encouragement and pastoral
guidance to support their children’s faith formation. Fr. Bill explained that the miracle of the Eucharist has its roots
in the Old Testament. It was instituted on Holy Thursday, the sacrifice of the Lamb of God (instead of a Passover
lamb) happens on Good Friday, and Easter Sunday confirms the New Covenant. This living relationship with Christ is
renewed each time we celebrate the Mass. He emphasized the importance of weekly attendance, reminding
parents that we encounter Jesus in the Eucharist, and the more we receive Him, the more we become like Him.
Weekly Mass strengthens our faith. He also noted that Extraordinary Ministers are available to bring Holy
Communion to those who are homebound.

Parents shared several key takeaways, including, “Our
Catholic faith has roots in the Old Testament,” “Faith
formation should continue beyond second grade,” “You are =
what you eat,” and “The Mass represents Jesus’ sacrifice on "8
Calvary.” May your worthy reception of Holy Communion lead =
you closer to heaven! - Debbie Hill, Director

SAVE THE DATE!

First Holy Communion Retreat — Saturday, April 11
GRADES 1-7 working on Session 25 Easter

April in-person dates: 6,7,8 & 13,14,15
CONFIRMATION LAST CLASSES: April 12 & 26

- o FINANCIAL BLESSINGS
ﬁ?ﬁe COLLECTIONS:

ARCHDIOCESE OF BOSTOMN | CATHOLIC APPEAL CLERGY TRUST APRIL 4 _ 5
(ONLY EASTER COLLECTION)

THE 2026 CATHOLIC APPEAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT APRIL 11 - 12

'
IS UNDERWAY! Collections Summary .
St. Thomas / St. Basil
Thanks to everyone who has contributed so far to the 3/24 -3/30
Catholic Appeal. The donations you have made are vital in Weekly Collection (In-Pew) $7,944
supporting the diocese and the work it does to support all Mail-in / Drop-Off $ 850
of the parishes. We rely on the diocese for guidance and Online (WeShare) §2,655

support often, so your generosity goes a long way. To
date, the Catholic Appeal has received $35,584 from our
parish. Our goal is $73,000, and our calculated assessment AVERAGE WEEKLY EXPENSES FOR FEB. = $ 17,408

to fulfill our requested support to the diocese is $52,789.
Follow us on Facebook! Saint Thomas
Aquinas, Bridgewater, Massachusetts

to our YouTube Channel! YIJlI T|.| he

Saint Thomas Aquinas Church,
Bridgewater, Massachusetts

OFFERTORY TOTAL $ 11,449

If you wish to support the Catholic
Appeal, you can scan this QR Code, or
you can take one of the Catholic Appeal
envelopes which are located at the
entrances of the church and chapel.

We hope to reach our goal and show our strength in
support of the diocese through your generosity.

m WE ACCEPT VENMO!

venmo Find us at: @stthomasaquinas-
bridgewater or scan this QR Code.

Thank you all again!

- Peter Vitagliano, Finance & Operations Officer
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WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, APRIL 4

APRIL 5,2026

PRAYER LIST

A Time to be Born...

Callum Neff

A Time to Die...

Michael Benya
Mildred Clifford
Henry Hayes
Paul O’Connor
Paul Lanoue

Ellen O’Leary
John Pupek
Karen Sullivan

Charles Trainor, Sr.

A Time to Headl...

Carolyn Allen
Kathy Bennett
Jean-Marie Boustani
Carole Brunke
Mimi Conklin
Michael Coscia
Anthony DeSerpa
Lourdes DeSerpa
Marcus DiSalvo
Stephanie DiSalvo
Matteo Disalvo
Antonio Fernandes

Riley McHardy
Charles Micalizzi
JoANnn Micalizzi
Elisabeth Mikush
Kathy Monahan

Chris O'Leary

Ellen O'Leary

Peter O'Leary

Sean O'Leary
Thomas O'Leary

Jack Phaneuf

Lane Poche

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
8:00 p.m. Solemn Easter Vigil Mass
SUNDAY, APRIL 5
St. Thomas .
7:30am. Alleluia!
9:00 a.m.
[ ] [
12:00 p.m. He is Risen!
St. Basil
10:30 a.m.
MONDAY, APRIL 6
9:00 a.m.  Angelina Andrade and Manuel Coelho
TUESDAY, APRIL 7
9:00 a.m. Jose and Maria Moura
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8
9:00 a.m. Denny White
THURSDAY, APRIL 9
9:00 a.m.  Maria Nazareth Borges and Manuel Medeiros
FRIDAY, APRIL 10
9:00 a.m.  Wally Plummer
SATURDAY, APRIL 11
9:00 a.m.  Cassidy Wankum
4:00 p.m.  Guido Rea
SUNDAY, APRIL 12
St. Thomas
7:30a.m.  George Silva - 6™ Anniversary
9:00 a.m.  Antonio Almada
12:00 p.m.  Franco Segnatelli
St. Basil

10:30 a.m.

SACRAMENTS

To receive information about the Sacraments or to schedule a
meeting with a priest, call the office at 508-697-9528.

BAPTISM
Baptisms are ordinarily celebrated monthly on the 2nd & 4th
Sunday at 1:30 p.m., or during Mass. (Dates subject to change.)
Baptisms are only scheduled following a meeting with one of our
priests. Call the office at 508-697-9528 one month in advance.

MARRIAGE
To be married in our parish, call the office at least 8 months in
advance. Marriage Preparation instruction required.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you or anyone you know would like to be anointed because of
serious illness or surgery, anointings are held on the first Sunday
of the month at 1:30 p.m., or you may contact the office to
schedule a time.

CONFESSIONS - LOWER CHURCH
Saturdays 9:45-10:30 a.m. and 12:00-1:00 p.m. or by appointment.

Evan Frye
Joan Ward Fusco
Brenda Gentili
Patricia Giovanniello
Thomas Groh

Jerry Putney
Joanne Robicheau
Baby Carson Rosen

Diane Russell

Ruth Sandler

Gail Hatch
. Tony Scalfaro
Joseph Inacio .
. James Schneider
Rosa Inacio .
Deana Spingel
Tom Joyce . .
Jamison Spingel
Carol Kelley :
Julie Landry Emily Stone
: Erika White
Lucie Lovell

A Time for Peace...

SFC Kelly Berrier, USA
Warrant Officer 1 James Berrier, USA
CPL Connor Bresciani, USMC
SGT Joseph Cannistraro, USA
SRAMN Thomas J. Guzman, USAF
CAPT Jimmy Lysko, USMC
LTJG Theresa Lysko, USN
A1C Timothy O'Leary, USAF
2nd LT Jimmy Peterson, USA
2nd LT Brian Rosher Jr., USA
GEN Eric Smith, USMC




A Program That Can Change Your Marriage

Every Marriage Goes Through Seasons.
If your marriage needs renewal —our program can help.

During the initial weekend phase you will:

= Learn a powerful communication method

= Share honestly in a safe and private environment
= Rediscover hope for your relationship

This is not group therapy and you will never be asked to share publicly.
Thousands of couples have found healing through this 4 phase program.

Your Marriage is Worth Fighting For.

MarriageHelpNewEngland.org
Text or Call 508-271-7155

{ rediscovery
retrouvaille

Amana RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL - INSTALLATION & REPAIRS ~ Daikin

i
NORTHERN comFORT

ir Conditioni

“Comfort is Our Business”

508-697-7583

scosta@northerncomfort-hvac.com

THE THEOLOGICAL

INSTITUTE

of SAINT JOHN'S SEMINARY

REGISTRATION OPEN

SUMMER COURSES
New Evangelization/Pastoral Theology
The Gospel and Letters of St. John

© 866-931-0908
BOGO 40% OFF........

+ $200 Off Your Entire Purchase

Minimum purchase of 4

ENDS 3/31

www.sjs.edu/theological-institute | 617-779-4104

Mz,

W clergytrust

Your support for the Clergy
Trust parish collections
provides for the health,

wellness, and retirement
needs of our active and
senior priests.

Thank you for your \L
generosity to this collection !

and for helping us care for GIVE TODAY = !
L VIA THE 3
QR CODE

those who care for us.

=1 A $250 VALUE

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Better Shelves.
Custom Solutions.

Say goodbye to clutter and frustration—wherever it lives.
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms,
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible
storage to every space in your home.

FREE EXPERT
DESIGN CONSULTATION

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

a heighborly company

Schedule Now by Calling

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line.
EXP 3/30/2026.

Saint Thomas Aquinas, Bridgewater, MA 4450



FUNERALS & CREMATIONS

CHAPMAN

(e
(508)697-4332

CHAPMANFUNERAL.COM

¥

The Bridgewater Seamstress
Sewing & Alterations

General sewing « Contract sewing
Alterations « Garment construction
and mor

PHYSICAL THERAPY U

LEARN REHAB RECOVER

JOHN E. McCLUSKEY, ESQ.
-

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

L4

Physical Therapy - Sports Rehah - Massage

Now offering 0CCUPATIONAL THERAPY
and personal training!

ESTATE PLANNING, WILLS, TRUSTS,
ASSET PROTECTION, ELDER LAW

1325 Belmont St., Brockton, MA
www.mccluskeylaw.com

Call, email or find us on social!
@ptuclinic - 508-697-2000
FrontDesk@ptuclinic.com

Cathy Hellige
508-378-1359

Lori Paul

Caregiver « Homemaker « Companion
“Kindness, Compassion & Care”

L]
Headlin
FAMILY CUTS
LU
118 N. Bedford Street - East Bridgewater, MA 02333
Shop Hours: Tues,, Wed. & Fri. 9-5 - Thurs. 9-6 - Sat. 8-2

Cell 508-326-1300

Light housekeeping - Errands
Medication Reminders - Medical Appointments

We Service
Brockton &

"OVIR 12.000 Satisfied Customers”

' Surrounding
[ OIL & ENERGY
OIL & ENERGY vy A Towns
3 Since 1946
COlENELgVIEDIm N licanso 158615
568 Montello St » Brockton » 508-586-0979 EITS

Meal Prep - Transportation

774-503-1825
lorilpaul03@gmail.com

PRIVEWnays
HIEEA 7

Free Estimates &’/n'ngfu)x, M

2~ RE/MAX
W [LEGACY]
Andy Mahoney 1 work with Buyers, Sellers, Investors!
617-538-0206 Let's chat after Mass!

Call for Estimates - 781.447.4336
www.drivewaysbyheap.com

GTANNINI

50 Center Street, Middleboro, MA 02346 - amahoney@mahoneyhometeam.com

RODOFING AND SIDING

GUTTERS - ROOFING - SIDING
781-351-1785 gianniniroofing®gmail.com

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

Claude Dubord & Sons, Inc.

The oldest pumping company
in 5.E. Massachusetts

(508) 697-2621

“Proud Supporter of St. Thomas Aquinas”
Bridgewater

q! vilh
ﬂﬂ FARM SUPPLY CO., INC

AD SPACE

y BAYSTATE HVAC

MINI-SPLITS  HEAT-PUMPS

20+YEARS IN THE BUSINESS
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
INSTANT MASS SAVE REBATES ma52¢

/81-858-7577

LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

>
FARM « LANDSCAPE & PET PRODUCTS
« Hay « Straw « Shavings & Sawdust
« Bulk Grain & Freight Hauling Specialists
« Bark Mulch « Wood Chips « Colored Stone

1000 Plymouth St., Rte. 104
Bridgewater, MA
\ - I

/

Your support of the 2026
Catholic Appeal will have a
meaningful impact on our
parishes, schools, and ministries
that serve so many throughout
our Archdiocese of Boston.

Cathollc

Over 50 Years of Experience

Your Neighborhood
Heating & Cooling Experts

%1%

508-279-0606

www.sbhvac.com

ﬂwc Z’meq, & Scm ‘7m:
p: 508.822.6728 | f: 508.822.2751

jimdorseyandson.com

Serving Bridgewater, MA

& the Surrounding Areas

82 Ingell Street | PO Box 1198
Taunton, MA 02780

Please Support Our Mission!
Scan the QR code & Give Today!

Bloated? Low Energy? Not Yourself?
It's not “just normall!”
Gut health is the foundation of your health.
Let’s help you support it!
Amy Morrison .
Independent Partner “

(508) 846-3044

£
BRAVENLY [0

ADAM HELLIGE
774-406-0987
adamhellige@comcast.net

COMMERCIAL &
LICENSED &
FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
INSURED

ROOFING REMODELING
DECKS CUSTOM FINISH
SITE WORK NEW CONSTRUCTION
FRAMING DRIVEWAYS
ADDITIONS PAVING & SEAL COATING

GENERAL CONTRACTING

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

Saint Thomas Aquinas, Bridgewater, MA 4450

(TR
44510
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