ST. THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
FEBRUARY 1, 2026

WELCOME

To visitors of our Parish, those who have recently moved into the area, and those who are
comfortable and nourished here - Welcome. Regardless of your status in the Church, marital
state, your ethnicity, your prior religious experience, your personal history, background, or sexual
orientation, we hope that you will continue to worship with us each week.

OUR MISSION
Our Mission is to be a welcoming community of believers continually growing in our faith and in our
love of Jesus Christ through worship, education, evangelization and service within our local and
broader community.
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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH

Rev. Bill Devine, Pastor
frbilldevine@gmail.com

Fr. Rodrigo Martinez, Parochial Vicar
frrodrigo@sta-parish.org
Senior Deacon Leo Donoghue
donoghue.leo@gmail.com

Parish Office
103 Center St., Bridgewater
Monday - Friday | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

508.697.9528
www.stthomasaquinas.com

Peter Vitagliano, Finance/Operations
pvitagliano@sta-parish.org
Tina Larson, Administrative Assistant
tlarson@sta-parish.org

Music Director
Paul Hoffman, Music Director
phoffman@sta-parish.org

Faith Formation Office Staff
508.697.3652
Debbie Hill, Director
dhill@sta-parish.org

Maryann Ofstein, Secretary
faithformation@sta-parish.org

St. Basil, The Catholic Center
122 Park Ave., Bridgewater
Fr. Rodrigo Martinez, Campus Chaplain
frrodrigo@sta-parish.org

Saint Vincent DePaul Food
Pantry / Financial Assistance
508-697-9528, then choose option 5

SUNDAY MASS

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
103 Center St., Bridgewater

Saturday Vigil | 4:00 p.m.
Sunday | 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m.,
12:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m.

St. Basil Chapel
122 Park Ave., Bridgewater
Sunday | 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS

St. Thomas Aquinas Lower Church
Monday - Saturday | 9:00 a.m.

CONFESSION

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Saturday: 9:45 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. and
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. in the Lower

Church or by appointment
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A Note from Fr. Devine...

For the past thirty years, Tim and Kerry Campbell have been involved
in the St. Basil’s Chapel community and have led the music at Chapel.
For thirty years, they’ve expressed their faith in the Lord and support of
the community with their music. For that, I, and many who have
worshipped at the chapel, are very grateful. Having said that, after
prayer and refection and in collaboration with Paul Hoffman, our Music
Director, | believe it’s time for a change. This change will open up
opportunities to develop new musicians and music for both our chapel
and parish in general.

Having met with Tim and Kerry, they decided that this weekend would
be their last weekend leading music at the 10:30 AM Mass. This will be
an opportunity not only to thank them for all they’ve done for the
chapel community over the past thirty years, but also to join in offering
a Mass of Thanksgiving for them.

- Fr. Devine

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD
CANDLEMAS AND PROCESSION

The feast of the Presentation of the Lord has traditionally marked the
end of the 40 days of the Christmas season. THIS Monday, February
2nd, at the 9:00 AM Mass, we will be having the blessing of candles
and a short procession. Bring your candles to be blessed!

BLESSING OF THE THROATS -
FEAST OF ST. BLAISE

AFTER ALL MASSES THIS WEEKEND, and after the 9:00 AM daily
Mass this Tuesday, Feb. 3, you will have the opportunity to have
your throat blessed. This traditional devotion occurs every year,
around the feast of Saint Blaise, a Bishop and Martyr in the 3rd - 4th
centuries who was credited with saving a person who was choking.

“COULD YOU NOT WATGH ONE HOUR WITH ME?"

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

WILL TAKE PLACE THIS FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY 6, IN THE LOWER CHURCH.

Adoration will be held
from 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM.
Take time
for prayer and silence.

Looking to book a regular time slot?
Email Marcia for more details at
marciajorcutt@gmail.com.
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FEEDBACK FROM THE “FAMILY & FRIENDS
OF A LGTBQ PERSON”” MEETINGS

Since last January 2025, family and friends of LTBGQ persons met regularly in a supportive space to share
personal experiences and stories involving our friends or family members who identify as being part of the
LGBTQ community. We discussed and reflected on the Gospel, and reviewed the Catholic Church teachings.
These consistently provide a moral framework for building a just society based on the belief in the sacredness of
all human life and the inherent dignity of the human person. We also discussed the importance of developing a
safer and more welcoming parish environment for LGBTQ persons. Following are responses from some group

participants:

The 3 pillars, respect, compassion and sensitivity, that support the bridge to LGBTQ ministry are not
really different than how we practice ministry to any group of people.

We are all part of the Body of Christ. We should move beyond personal prejudices to see Christ in
one another, treating our LGBTQ brothers and sisters with dignity and empathy, avoiding the use of
demeaning language or unjust discrimination.

By virtue of their Baptism in the Catholic Church, the LGBTQ Catholic’s place in the church is sealed.
They are as much full members of the church as any other Catholic.

My child was glad to learn that our parish had a group that wanted to recognize LGBTQ persons and
that the church itself welcomes them. She wants to be recognized as a person, not as someone who
“needs to be fixed.”

| have a deeper and clearer understanding of the Catholic Church’s position. We are all children of
God, wonderfully made and unconditionally loved by God. Getting to know and understand each
other is critical. Be kind to one another and do not judge.

My take away from this wonderful group and learning about the LGBTQ+ community and the

Catholic Church is that love, forgiveness, and understanding should be met equally.

Several books were available for additional information including Love Alone: Same-Sex Attraction and the
Catholic Church by Father Mike Schmitz, Building A Bridge: How the Catholic Church and the LGBT Community
Can Enter into a Relationship of Respect, Compassion, and Sensitivity by Father James Martin, and LGBTQ
Catholics: A Guide to Inclusive Ministry by Yunuen Trujillo. - Deacon Leo and Edna Donoghue

PROJECT RACHEL
POST-ABORTION
HEALING RETREATS

Are you - or someone you know -
seeking peace after an abortion?

The Project Rachel ministry of the
Archdiocese of Boston extends a special
invitation to women experiencing regret
from a past abortion to attend a Come to the
Waters of Healing one-day retreat. Upcoming
dates are Saturday, February 28 (Greater
Boston), Saturday, April 11 (Merrimack
Valley), and Saturday, May 16 (Boston/
South). Locations are confidential. For more
information on the retreats or other services,
please reach out and contact Project Rachel
via email at help@projectrachelboston.com
or call 508.651.3100.

Pregnancy Help (>

Pregnancy Help Boston is in Brockton, located at 439 West
Street.

They are a pregnancy resource center that provides
life affirming alternatives for women facing various hardships,
both social and emotional, during their pregnancies. Their
compassionate staff comprised of bilingual case workers and
nurses will provide support and material assistance for our clients.
They serve all who come to them in a free, confidential manner
and are a safe space for everyone. They are a ministry of the
Catholic Church and are supported by the people of the
Archdiocese of Boston.

If you are interested in supporting them, would like to refer
someone to them, or would like to learn more about them,
please call 774-297-2233 or visit www.pregnancyhelpboston.org.
Their staff will be very happy to assist you.
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CEMETERY UPDATE

We will be starting our clean-up for spring, removing
Christmas decorations and dead and broken planters
from around graves. We will also be removing
damaged and torn flags so that we can replace them
as we get closer to Memorial Day. Cleaning around
individual graves is very helpful, and allows us to
move more quickly to complete our clean-up, so any
help is always appreciated! We will begin removing
all Christmas decorations NEXT Monday, February 9"".
If you want to save any decorations, please take them
prior to that date. Thank you and God bless!

- Peter Vitagliano, Finance/Operations Officer

CALLING ALL

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS!
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY

The Catholic Women’s Club of St. Thomas Aquinas will
be awarding two $2,000 scholarships for qualifying
high school seniors. Homeschooled seniors are
also eligible to apply. Applicants must be active
parishioners of St. Thomas Aquinas Church and/
or St. Basil’s Chapel. Applications have been sent
to various high schools and also can be obtained
at the parish office. The application deadline is
April 10th. Any questions? Pease contact Helen Cleary,
Chairperson, at 774-222-0483.

‘ %o HAS A LOVED ONE
‘ DIED RECENTLY?
The Saint Thomas Aquinas Bereavement Ministry
is pleased to announce that our next series of
support meetings will begin on
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25™

AT 6:30 P.M. IN THE PARISH CENTER.
This session runs for 9 weeks. All those grieving the
loss of a loved one are encouraged to join. ADVANCE

REGISTRATION requested. To register, call Roberta
at 508-697-4184 or Ginniy at 508-697-7649.

FAITH FORMATION UPDATE

First Reconciliation One on One’s

We would like to thank Alison Burns, Nancy Chiapinni,
Helen Cleary, Meg Cleary, Anne Moukalled, and Theresa
Toppan who volunteered last Saturday morning to
meet individually with our Grade 2 students (see
pictures below). Together, they reviewed why Jesus
gave us the Sacrament of Reconciliation, how to go
to Reconciliation, and the students’ memory prayers.
This time together helps families understand what work
may still be needed so their child can have a beautiful
experience of God’s mercy. Your continued prayers for
these families are appreciated. - Debbie Hill, Director

Save these Dates!

Grades 1-7

Gr 1-7 working on Session 18.

February 7 - First Reconciliation

February in-person dates: Feb. 2,3,4 and Feb. 23,24,25
Confirmation

February 1 - Class — bring Sponsor and Saint Name forms

February 22 — Sponsor Night
Lllal —=mn

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR FR. BILL’S | MAINSPRING HOUSE

The Knights of Columbus is requesting NEW winter clothing and toiletries for Father Bill's/ Mainspring House,
Brockton. They are requesting winter hats, gloves, sweatshirts and toiletries, including toothbrushes,
toothpaste, soap, deodorant, and shampoo. Any donations you bring will be greatly appreciated by those in
need. Bins are available at entrances of the church and chapel this weekend. We thank you in advance for
your generosity. - Yours in Charity, Grand Knight, Michael Craffey
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ST. VALENTINE’S DINNER DANCE

Saturday, February 14™
5:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Parish Center

A great night for FRIENDS OR COUPLES to share
a CATERED MEAL, DANCE, and CELEBRATE lcve and life!

Free babysitting will be available! Q)@‘CKETS
DONATIONS AND & scans an oo
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! SRR HUR e

Volunteers needed to set-up, babysit,
serve food, and clean-up.

Dessert and Raffle Basket donations needed! R
$ 20 / individual
$ 10 / student

Visit www.stthomasaquinas.com to help!

DEVOTIONS FINANCIAL BLESSINGS
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT SECOND COLLECTIONS:
Saturdays 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., Lower Church
DIVINE MERCY HOLY HOUR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT JAN. 31-FEB. 1
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Lower Church NO SECOND COLLECTION FEB.7-FEB. 8

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

1st Friday of the month: 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Collections Summary

St. Thomas | St. Basil Total

Lower Church 1119-1/25
FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS Weekly Collection (In-Pew) | $5,931 | $369 | $6300
1st Saturday of the month: 10:30 a.m., Lower Church .
Mail-in / Drop-Off $1,490 $0 $ 1,490
Online (WeShare $2,38 $52 $2,916
HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED! ( ) 389 | 8527 | 52,9
OFFERTORY TOTAL $9,810 $896 $10,706

We are looking for a part-time Housecleaner
for the Rectory and Parish offices. This positon CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA | $ 2,501 $259 | $2,760

has a flexible schedule, with approximately 3 - 5

hours per week. Interested? Please contact Peter AVERAGE WEEKLY EXPENSES FOR DEC. = § 24,839

at 508-697-9528.
n 1:19s:11:14 to our YouTube Channel!

Saint Thomas Aquinas Church Y 'I' h
m WE ACCEPT VENM O! Bridgewater, Massachusetts ’ 0 u
venmo I
Find us at: zg*ﬁ" S
@stthomasaquinas-bridgewater f%? Follf)w us on Facebook! Saint Thomas
or scan this QR Code. -té@!;@ﬁ Aquinas, Bridgewater, Massachusetts
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WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
9:00 a.m. NO MASS
4:00 p.m.  Guido and Antonio Rea
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1
St. Thomas
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m. Antonio Almada
12:00 p.m. Joseph and Christina Amaral
5:00 p.m.
St. Basil
10:30 a.m.  Evan Madigan
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2
9:00 a.m.  Chad and Steven Hirtle

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
9:00 a.m.  Claire Kenneally

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4

9:00 a.m. Michael Nellany
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5
9:00a.m.  Emilia Nogueira (living)

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
9:00a.m.  Helena Ferreira (living)

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7

9:00 a.m.  Andrea and Robert Proffetty & Andrew Ticchi
4:00 p.m.  Philip Rainey - 6th Anniversary
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
St. Thomas
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.  AngelaHoole
12:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.  Beverly Freccero
St. Basil

10:30 a.m.

SACRAMENTS

To receive information about the Sacraments or to schedule
an meeting with a priest, call the office at 508-697-9528.

BAPTISM
Baptisms are ordinarily celebrated monthly on the 2nd & 4th
Sunday at 1:30 p.m., or during Mass. (Dates subject to
change.) Baptisms are only scheduled following a meeting
with one of our priests. Please call the office at 508-697-9528
one month in advance.

MARRIAGE
To be married in our parish, call the office at least 8 months in
advance. Marriage Preparation instruction required.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you or anyone you know would like to be anointed because
of serious illness or surgery, anointings are held on the first
Sunday of the month at 1:30 p.m., or you may contact the
office to schedule a time.

CONFESSIONS - LOWER CHURCH

Saturdays 9:45 - 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. or by
appointment.

FEBRUARY 1, 2026
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s camz]q soon/

ANOINTING OF
THE SICK

THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1
1:30 PM

PRAYER LIST

As we do every January, we removed names from the
prayer list. If you would like to have a name remain on
the prayer list, contact Tina at 508-697-9528 or
tlarson@sta-parish.org.

A Time to Die...

Elizabeth Cadigan
Maria Batista

Margaret “Peg” Joyce
Maria Presti

A Time to Heal...

Ar'ff;g‘z BSZE:? . Elisabeth Mikush
y P Kathy Monahan

Lourdes DeSerpa y ¢
Marcus DiSalvo Chris O'Leary

'
Stephanie DiSalvo Ellen O 'Leary
Matteo Disalvo Peter O'Leary
Sean O'Leary

Antonio Fernandes
Joan Ward Fusco
Patricia Giovanniello
Joseph Inacio

Thomas O'Leary
Jack Phaneuf
Lane Poche
Joanne Robicheau

Rosa Inacio
Baby Carson Rosen
Tom Joyce .
Diane Russell

Carol Kelley

. Ruth Sandler
Julie Landry .

. James Schneider
Lucie Lovell

Deana Spingel
Jamison Spingel
Emily Stone

Riley McHardy
Charles Micalizzi
JoAnn Micalizzi

A Time for Peace...

SFC Kelly Berrier, USA
Warrant Officer 1 James Berrier, USA
SRAMN Thomas J. Guzman, USAF
CAPT Jimmy Lysko, USMC
LTJG Theresa Lysko, USN
A1C Timothy O'Leary, USAF
2nd LT Jimmy Peterson, USA
2nd LT Brian Rosher Jr., USA
GEN Eric Smith, USMC
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Erie Roofing Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s
#1Roofing Contractor

Award-Winning Roofing and Customer; Service

ﬁ L0
LIMITED TIME OFFER ! FREE ESTIMATE
50% OFF | scuepuLeToDAY!

Installation Call1.855.720.0765

CALLTODAY!1.855.720.0765

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All fights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses
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| Award-winning novelist
Heidi Chiavaroli invites you

to draw closer to Jesus this
Lent. Through imaginative
retellings, Heidi brings to vivid
life the stories of forty people
who encountered the Savior
in the pages of Scripture.

il Now Available
ABNE 2w

www.heidichiavaroli.com

Chiavaroli

Amana RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL - INSTALLATION & REPAIRS  Daikin

NORTHERN coMFORT

Heating & Air Conditioning

“Comfort is Our Business”

508-697-7583

scosta@northerncomfort-hvac.com

Established 1988

Free Estimates

Professional Painting 1

181-608-2636

38 Comfort Street - Bridgewater, MA 02324

Contractor Reg. #157948 - Insured - Member Better Business Bureau

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

No Fees. No Surprises. Just One
Incredible Offer at One —
Incredible Price.

I 2025 Lagie Gs25
3 Early Redeases
| ms7o

B3 LIGRS-005
LR (TR ] T
EARLY RELEASES®

gy

BOSTON

ARCHDIOCESE OF ROSTON | CATHOLIC APPEAL

Your support of the 2026 Catholic Appeal will have a
meaningful impact on our parishes, schools, and ministries
that serve so many throughout our Archdiocese of Boston.

Please Support Our Mission!

Scan the QR code
& Give Today!

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

Free U.S. shipping
& 30-day returns

Spot price +

FREE SILVER EAGLE

FOR THE FIRST 100 CUSTOMERS

1-855-571-2082

Disclaimer: Price subject to change based on
current market conditions.

GLOBAL
COIN

The Bath or Shower Youve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

T 1,500 OFF

e
PLUS

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments
financing for 12 Months™

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2026

“Incudes labor and produc; athtub, shower or walkin tub and wall surround. This
promofion cannot be combined with any cther offer. Other restricions may apply.
Ths offer expires 3/30/26. Each dealership i independently owned and aperated.
““Third party financing i available for those customers who qualify/Participating
dealers only. See your dealer for detals. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

BATH CONCEPTS
AUTHORIZED
DEALER

./-_

oW (844) 300-2419

America’s #1 Awning
Instant shade—at the touch of a button.

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.
Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty.

Call 1-844-429-8765 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!
America's #1 Awning!

Saint Thomas Aquinas, Bridgewater, MA 4450
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FUNERALS & CREMATIONS

CHAPMAN

(e
(508)697-4332

CHAPMANFUNERAL.COM

The Bridgewater Seamstress
Sewing & Alterations

General sewing « Contract sewing
Alterations « Garment construction
and more!

Physical Therapy - Sports Rehah - Massage

Now offering 0CCUPATIONAL THERAPY
and personal training!
Call, email or find us on social!
@ptuclinic - 508-697-2000
FrontDesk@ptuclinic.com

JOHN E. McCLUSKEY, ESQ.
o
ﬁ ATTORNEYS AT LAW

ESTATE PLANNING, WILLS, TRUSTS,
ASSET PROTECTION, ELDER LAW

1325 Belmont St., Brockton, MA
www.mccluskeylaw.com

KITCHEN REDUX LLC

BREATHING NEW LIFE INTO OLD KITCHENS

PRIVEwLys

i

- Cabinet Refacing
- Redooring
= Restoring
- Repainting
- Replacement

(774) 773-8387

www.kitchen-redux.com

HEAJP

Call for Estimates - 781.447.4336
www.drivewaysbyheap.com

Claude Dubord & Sons, Inc.

The oldest pumping company
in 5.E. Massachusetts

(508) 697-2621

“Proud Supporter of St. Thomas Aquinas”

“OVER 12,000 Satisfied Cusfomers”

f""\ NICCOL] &

OIL & ENERGY

1 r
'«/\.r

568 Montello St. « Brockton « 508-588-0979

siceec, SAME DAY DELIVERY

We Service
Brockton &
Surrounding

Towns

Since 1946

Master Plumber’s

License 15519
e

Free Estimates Qi wglon, mna

GTANNINT

RODOFING AND SIDING

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE

617-779-3771 GUTTERS « ROOFING « SIDING

781-351-1785 gianniniroofing@gmail.com

Bridgewater
FARM SUPPLY CO., INC.

FARM « LANDSCAPE & PET PRODUCTS

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

« Hay « Straw « Shavings & Sawdust
« Bulk Grain & Freight Hauling Specialists
« Bark Mulch « Wood Chips « Colored Stone

1000 Plymouth St., Rte. 104
Bridgewater, MA

508-697-1995 « www.bridgewaterfarm.com

Lori Paul

Caregiver « Homemaker « Companion
“Kindness, Compassion ¢ Care”

Light housekeeping - Errands

Medication Reminders - Medical Appointments

Meal Prep - Transportation

774-503-1825
lorilpaul03@gmail.com

~~ RE/MAX
W [LEGACY]

617-538-0206

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Free Help for Families in Probate

Andy Mahoney 1 work with Buyers, Sellers, Investors!
Let's chat after Mass!

50 Center Street, Middleboro, MA 02346 - amahoney@mahoneyhometeam.com

Where should you go for local understanding of your insurance needs?

MORSE OF COURSE!

morseins.com * 508-238-0056
Morel

S&B

%1%

508-279-0606

www.sbhvac.com

ﬂau Daweq, & Sm ‘7m:
p: 508.822.6728 f: 508.822.2751

jimdorseyandson.com

Over 50 Years of Experience

Your Neighborhood
Heating & Cooling Experts

Serving Bridgewater, MA

& the Surrounding Areas

82 Ingell Street | PO Box 1198
Taunton, MA 02780

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 617-841-4985 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

“Jesus Wept."John 11:35
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Bravenly and Juice Plus

Amy Morrison
508-846-3044

COMMERCIAL &
LICENSED &
FREE ESTIMATES

ROOFING
DECKS
SITE WORK
FRAMING
ADDITIONS

NEW CONSTRUCTION

PAVING & SEAL COATING
GENERAL CONTRACTING

ADAM HELLIGE
774-406-0987
adamhellige@comcast.net

RESIDENTIAL
INSURED

REMODELING
CUSTOM FINISH

DRIVEWAYS

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

(TR
44510

Saint Thomas Aquinas, Bridgewater, MA

4450
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