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Greetings from Colorful Colorado!

The SIPES Board of Directors, together with the Denver Chapter, look forward to welcoming you to the 
62nd Annual Meeting and Convention in June. We are honored to host this year’s gathering on Colorado’s 
Western Slope, an exceptional setting for professional exchange, collaboration, and fellowship.

Our technical program will feature a distinguished group of speakers who will address the challenges and 
opportunities facing independents as the energy landscape continues to evolve. Discussions will span both 
emerging energy sources and traditional oil and gas operations. In addition to the formal program, ample 
time has been set aside to reconnect with colleagues, strengthen professional networks, and engage with 
fellow SIPES members.

Grand Junction and the surrounding region offer a wide range of activities for attendees and guests. The 
area is known for its vineyards, orchards, and remarkable geologic features, and we have arranged tours 
highlighting each of these. Wine tasting, orchard visits, and geologic excursions are available, along with 
time to explore on your own. Our post-convention field trip to Unaweep Canyon will provide an additional 
chance to experience the area’s unique geology.

Situated at the confluence of the Colorado and Gunnison Rivers, Grand Junction is framed by the Colorado 
National Monument, the Book Cliffs, Mount Garfield, and the Grand Mesa. All meetings will be held at the 
downtown convention center, conveniently located adjacent to the convention hotels. The surrounding Main 
Street district offers an inviting, art-filled environment with a variety of restaurants, boutique shops, brewer-
ies, wine tasting rooms, distilleries, galleries, and museums. For those wishing to extend their visit, Arches 
National Park in Utah is only a short drive away.

We extend our sincere appreciation to our sponsors for their generous support, which plays a vital role in 
the success of this convention.

We look forward to welcoming you to Grand Junction and hope you will take full advantage of all that the 
Western Slope has to offer.

Gary Thompson 
2026 Convention Chairman

   Convention Committee Members

James Applegate
George Carlstrom
David Godsey
John Horne
Connie Knight
Bill Pearson 
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SIPES Board of Directors 2024 - 2025SIPES 2025 - 2026 Board of Directors

SIPES OFFICERS

	         Thomas G. Pronold.......................................................................................... President
	        Steve M. Smith.........................................................................................Vice President
 	        Michael Raines.................................................................................................Secretary
	        Monte Meers....................................................................................................Treasurer
	        Donald P. Muth, Sr.................................................... Vice President of National Energy

.   NATIONAL DIRECTORS
	        H. Tony Hauglum................................................................................Corpus Christi, TX
	        Donald P. Muth, Sr..........................................................................................Dallas, TX
	        Constance Knight......................................................................................... Denver, CO
	        Monte Meers............................................................................................Fort Worth, TX
	        Matt Boyce.................................................................................................. Houston, TX
	        Paul Habermas........................................................................................... Houston, TX
	        Mike Raines.................................................................................................Midland, TX 
  	 .       Scott Spradley......................................................................................New Orleans, LA
	        Gregg S. Alletag................................................................................Oklahoma City, OK
	        Phillip Forney........................................................................................ San Antonio, TX
	        Thomas G. Pronold.......................................................................................Wichita, KS
	        Kevin B. Hill............................................................................Shreveport, LA (At-Large)
	        John R. Stephens...............................................Dallas, TX (Immediate Past President)

SIPES Chapter Chairs

		  Kevin B. Hill....................................................At-Large
		  B. Scott Hines.................................................Corpus Christi, TX
		  Michael M. Adams...........................................Dallas, TX
		  Gary L. Thompson...........................................Denver, CO
		  James C. West................................................Fort Worth, TX
		  Tanner Bowersox.............................................Houston, TX
		  G. King Munson, Jr..........................................Lafayette, LA
		  Wendell R. Creech...........................................Midland, TX
		  Louis Lemarié..................................................New Orleans, LA
		  Tiffany M. Stephens.........................................Oklahoma City, OK
		  Phillip Forney...................................................San Antonio, TX
		  Thomas G. Pronold..........................................Wichita, KS
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Thanks to the 
2026 Platinum Sponsor

THUNDER EXPLORATION, INC.

Thunder continues to seek non-operated working interest participation in projects and prospects. 
Thunder has participated in more than 100 new drills in the last seven years.

Frio 
Jackson 
Yegua 

Wilcox 
Olmos 

San Miguel 

Austin Chalk 
Eagle Ford 

Georgetown Sligo 
Edwards Cotton Valley 

Buda Pearsall Smackover 

Walter S. Light Jr. Walter S. Light Jr. 
President/GeologistPresident/Geologist

713.823.8288  EMAILEMAIL: wthunderx@aol.com

Production Now in 7 States.

Celebrating 45 years of prospect generation and exploration in  
the following Gulf Coast plays and trends.

Thanks to the
2026 Convention Gold Sponsors
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Thanks to the
2026 Convention Gold Sponsors2026 Convention Gold Sponsors

                                           

                                                           M & M EXPLORATION, Inc.
                      
                   MICHAEL N. AUSTIN, PRESIDENT

                                                                                                                Westminster, Colorado
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Thanks to the
2026 Convention Silver Sponsors

No Hassle Raffle tickets can be purchased at the Awards Banquet
and at the Registration Desk during the covention.

$10 each or 6 for $50
Support Foundation Scholarships!
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2026 SIPES CORNERSTONE GROUP
Many thanks to the members listed below* 
for their generous support of our Society.

M Promoter – $2,500
Ralph J. Daigle — The Woodlands, TX

Walter S. Light, Jr. — Houston, TX

Thomas A. Smith — Austin, TX

M Oil Finder – $1,200
James A. Gibbs — Dallas, TX

Robert C. Leibrock — Houston, TX

D. Craig Smith — Midland, TX

M Driller – $750
Michael N. Austin — Westminster, CO

Dawn S. Bissell — Corpus Christi, TX

David Eyler — Midland, TX

Marc D. Maddox — Midland, TX

Brian K. Miller — Midland, TX

John H. Newberry — Austin, TX

M Prospector – $500
Gregg S. Alletag — Oklahoma City, OK

Robert W. Anderson — Houston, TX

Ernest Angelo, Jr. — Midland, TX

James K. Applegate — Denver, CO

William D. Bennett — Fredericksburg, TX

Chris Betz — Houston, TX

Paul W. Britt — Houston, TX

Lanny O. Butner — Wichita, KS

George Carlstrom — Littleton, CO

Frank G. Cornish — Corpus Christi, TX

Wendell R. Creech — Midland, TX

David W. Cromwell — Midland, TX

Lawrence H. Davis — Oklahoma City, OK

Thomas E. Ewing — San Antonio, TX

H. Tony Hauglum — Corpus Christi, TX

Gary C. Huber — Centennial, CO

Constance N. Knight — Golden, CO

Robert F. Lindsay — Midland, TX

Monte Meers — Tuscola, TX

Patrick A. Nye — Ingleside, TX

Thomas G. Pronold — Wichita, KS

James D. Robertson — Fort Worth, TX

Carol M. Shiels — Kaufman, TX

Jeffrey M. Shultz — Midland, TX

Gary L. Thompson — Centennial, CO

William G. Watson — Midland, TX

Robert A. Wiener — Houston, TX

James C. West — Abilene, TX

M Roughneck – $250
Richard S. Bishop — Houston, TX

Jack C. Bradley — Midland, TX

James P. Evans III — Franklin, LA

Glenn H. Felderhoff — Graham, TX

James W. Fowler — La Veta, CO

Russell R. Hamman — Houston, TX

Kenneth J. Huffman — Mandeville, LA

John Kullman — Fredericksburg, TX

Wayne D. Miller — Midland, TX

Mike S. Mount — Houston, TX

Paul H. Pausé — Midland, TX

John M. Rakowski — Florissant, CO

David L. Read — Highlands Ranch, CO

Christopher H. Reed — Tyler, TX

Calvin J. Serpas — Midland, TX

Vinton H. Sholl — San Antonio, TX

John R. Stephens — Dallas, TX

C. Al Taylor, Jr. — Pittsville, VA

James Travillo — Oxford, MS

Sebastian Wiedmann — 

                        Corpus Christi, TX

Robert M. Wynne, Jr. — Spring, TX

M Investor – $100
William C. Bahlburg — Plano, TX

William T. Brown,Jr. — Denver, CO

Andrew Harper — Naples, FL

William M. Kazmann — Richardson, TX

Robert W. Maxwell, Jr. — 

                              Corpus Christi, TX

Donald P. Muth, Sr. — Plano, TX

Stephen A. Sonnenberg — Golden, CO

M Scout – $50
Merle J. Duplantis — Mandeville, LA

Phillip D. Forney — San Antonio, TX

David R. Fox — Graford, TX

Robert E. Pledger — Houston, TX

W. Mark Rush — Houston, TX

Travis C. Wilson — Norman, OK

* Donors as of March 20, 2026
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The SIPES Midland Chapter supports the 2026 
SIPES national convention and hopes that 

everyone has a great time in Grand Junction ! 
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	 Hampton Inn  $189/night			   Tru by Hilton  $189/night
	 205 Main Street    970.243.3222			   243 Colorado Ave.    970.256.1000

	 SpringHill Suites  $209/night 			   Fairfield Inn & Suites  $199/night
	 236 Main Street     970.424.5777			  225 Main Street     970.242.2525

Breakfast is included in the rate at each hotel. 

Reservations — Reservations can be made online at www.sipes.org/convention or by calling the hotel 
directly and mentioning that you are with the SIPES 2026 National Convention. Reservations must be 
secured with a credit card at time of booking. Early departure will result in a charge equal to one night's 
room and tax. There are no refunds for no shows, late arrivals or early departures.  The hotel rates will be 
in effect until Friday, May 15, 2026.  The convention rates are available June 6 - 12 and are based on avail-
ability at the time of booking.  If you are interested in more dates, please inquire when making your reserva-
tion. Check-in time is 3.00 p.m.; check-out time is noon.

Parking — The hotels charge $11.00/night for parking onsite. The convention center is offering free parking 
for SIPES convention attendees in their surface lot or underground parking.  Parking lots are not secured.

The Hampton Inn is adjacent to the convention center where all technical sessions and meetings will be 
held.  The SpringHill Suites and the Fairfield are across the street from the Hampton Inn.  Tru by Hilton is 
behind the Hampton Inn.  All properties and the convention center are at the west end of Main Street.

Hotel Information

Grand Junction on your Own

Hiking - National monuments and National 
parks surround Grand 
Junction.  Visit 

www.nps.gov for a list of 
parks and to make any 
reservations. 

Rafting - Raft the Colorado River - no rapids - 
just calm waters await.  

Golfing - The area has municipal golf courses 
open to the public.  Visit www.golfgrandjunction.net 
for tee times and fees.  

Main Street - All the shopping and browsing 
and eating you need just outside your hotel. 

Palisade, CO - Twenty minutes east of Grand                                                                 
Junction. Tour orchards and wineries and     
breweries. Oh my!

Enstrom's Candies - Just 
off 7th and Main. Watch toffee 
being made - then taste. Try 
the ice cream!

Information courtesy of 
Visit Grand Junction, 
www.visitgrandjunction.com.
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Ron Bell
Drone Geoscience, LLC
Denver, CO
Boots on the Ground and 
Drones in the Air

Brad Birkelo
BKV
Denver, CO
High West CSS Project

Dick Boyce, #3245
T5 Smackover Partners, LLC
Dallas, TX
An Independent's Approach to 
Geothermal Development in 
East Texas

Steve Cumella
Consulting Geologist
Ouray, CO
Oil & Gas Exploration and 
Geothermal Energy Applications 
for Temperature Log Data

Don Fry
50/50 Energy
Grand Junction, CO 
New Concepts for Drilling and 
Completion, Leading to 
Substanital Cost Savings

David Godsey, #3553  
Consulting Geologist  
Littleton, CO
Wireline Data Accuracy

Robert F. Lindsay, #3605
Lindsay Consulting, LLC 
Midland, TX
Discovery of the Permian Basin and 
Early Oil Field Discoveries

John McLeod, #3648
Source Rocks International
Tulsa, OK
Low-Cost and Free Software 
for Independent Earth 
Scientists: Better than you 
might think

Sandy Perry
Perry Remote Sensing
Denver, CO
Mineral Mapping from Space - 
Update on Hyperspectral 
Imaging Systems in Earth's 
Orbit

Bill Weston, CFP
WPWealth
Fort Worth, TX
Financial Engineering for 
Independent Professionals 

Technical Program and Speakers

Speakers are listed alphabetically and are subject to change. 
Please visit www.sipes.org for any updates.
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Entrance to Meeting Events

Entrance to all SIPES Convention events and tours is by convention name badge only. Please wear your 
name badge to all events. Tickets to purchased events will be in your registration packet. 

All technical sessions and the Tuesday lunch, Foundation Seminar and the tax symposium will be at the 
Convention Center.  The Monday night reception and the Awards Banquet will be at the Avalon Theatre on 
Main Street at Seventh Street.

SIPES Member, Associated Member, 
and Non-Member Registration include the following:  

•	 Monday Welcome Reception
•	 Tuesday & Wednesday Technical Sessions

•	 Tuesday All-Convention Luncheon
•	 Tuesday Discovery Room

•	 Wednesday tax symposium
•	 Ability to register for all optional tours and events

Spouse/Guest Registration includes the following:
•	 Monday Welcome Reception

•	 Ability to register for all optional tours and events

Extra fees are required for the SIPES Foundation Seminar, the Awards Banquet and the Post-Convention 
Field Trip as well as all optional tours and events.  Fees for all events increase after May 15, 2026. You are 
encouraged to register for all tours and events in advance.  Some events may still be available to purchase 
at a higher rate onsite at the registration desk.  The tours have limited space based on the tour operator or 
facility. 

If you are not able to attend an event for which you have registered, please notify the registration desk.

Welcome Reception
Monday, June 8     5.00 - 7.00 p.m.

What all members and guests look forward to!  Reconnect with friends and 
colleagues and enjoy hors d’oeuvres and drinks. Each registrant will receive 
two complimentary drink tickets. A cash bar will also be available. The cash bar 
prices average $10/drink.  
Convention registration is required to attend this event. 

Convention Activities 
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The Uintah Railway, the Gilsonite Route
Monday, June 8    2.30 - 4.00 p.m.

    $50 for all attendees before 5/15/26 
    $65 for all attendees after 5/15/26

All Proceeds Benefit SIPES Foundation Scholarships

  The Uintah Railway operated from 1904 - 1939, running from Mack, CO to Dragon and Watson,   		
  UT.  It's main haul was Gilsonite, a rare solid hydrocarbon.  Using unique motive power, the Uintah 		
  Railway ran through a remote high desert country of the Uintah Basin.  It was the steepest, most 		
  crooked narrow-gauge railroad in the United States. 

SIPES Foundation Seminar

Matt Darling is the curator of Cross Orchards Historic Site.  He studied 
Colorado railroad history most of his life and began building scale-model 
trains at age 6.  Matt is a native Coloradoan and has lived in Grand Junc-
tion since 1981.  He holds a BS in U.S. history from Mesa State Col-
lege.  Matt is an avid hiker and loves to explore the Colorado mountains.
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SIPES Foundation Contributions
(donations listed were made from December 1, 2025 - March 20, 2026)

$3500
Walter S. Light, Jr.

Scholarship Fund

$1000
Ralph J. Daigle

James A. Gibbs
In honor of Deborah Sacrey

James A. Gibbs
In honor of Patrick J.F. Gratton

Robert C. Leibrock

Robert F. Lindsay

Larry R. Wollschlager
In honor of Dan Earl Duggan

$500
Dawn S. Bissell

Lawrence H. Davis

Kirk B. Dice
Scholarship Fund

Dan Earl Duggan
Scholarship Fund

In honor of Charles A. Goebel

William E. Hardie

Marc Maddox

Thomas G. Pronold

Joe T. Vaughn

$200 - $499
Wendell R. Creech

Scholarship Fund 

Constance N. Knight

John D. McLeod

John H. Newberry

Christopher H. Reed

D. Craig Smith

Robert H. Springer

Stephen A. Sonnenberg
In memory of Frank P. Sonnenberg

C. Al Taylor, Jr.

H. Vaughan Watkins, Jr.

Robert M. Wynne, Jr.

$100 -  $150
Gregg S. Alletag

Ernest Angelo, Jr.

Raymond N. Blackhall

Raul F. Brito

Thomas E. Ewing

Jeffrey W. Lund
Scholarship Fund

Paul Pausé

John M. Rakowski

James P. Evans III

Roger A. Freidline

$25 - $99
Steve H. Hill

Kenneth J. Huffman

Eddie W. Rhea

Jeffry A. Smith
Scholarship Fund

David B. Williamson

Mark A. Worthey

SIPES Foundation Board of Directors

OFFICERS

	       Steve M. Smith......................................................................................President
 	       John R. Stephens..........................................................................Vice President
	       Robert Springer.....................................................................................Treasurer
	       Scott Spradley ......................................................................................Secretary
	
.   DIRECTORS
	       Matt Boyce.........................................................................................Houston TX
	       Christopher H. Reed...............................................................................Tyler, TX
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Awards Banquet
Tuesday, June 9   6.30 - 9.00 p.m.

$100 per person ($125 after 5/15/26)
includes hors d'oeuvres and dinner buffet

cash bar available

Make plans to attend the Awards Banquet to honor:

Dawn S. Bissell, #3095
with the Outstanding Service Award
for her continued service and leadership 
to SIPES National and the Corpus Christi Chapter.   

Jeff Lund, #3024, 
will receive

the Honorary Membership Award
 for his dedication to the Maps In Schools program 

on behalf of the Houston Chapter.

All-Convention Luncheon & Business Meeting*
Tuesday, June 9   12.00 - 1.15 p.m.

$85 for guests before 5/15/26, $110 after 5/15/26
*included with full registration

  The All-Convention luncheon is where the SIPES President provides updates on the current 	
  status of the Society and where the slate of officers for the next Executive Board of Directors 	
  is presented.  

   At the time of printing, there is not a confirmed featured speaker for the lunch.  Check the 	
   SIPES website for updates.
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8.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m..........................................................................................................Registration

8.30 - 11.45 a.m...................................................................................................... Technical Sessions

10.30 a.m - 12.00 p.m.................................................................Creative District Tour (Main Street)

12.00 - 1.15 p.m.................................................................................. All-Convention Luncheon & 
Annual Business Meeting

1.30 - 4.30 p.m....................................................................................................Palisade winery tour 

2.00 - 4.00 p.m......................................................................................................... Discovery Room

2.00 - 5.00 p.m........................................................................................... Distillery tour and tasting

6.30 - 9.00 p.m......................................................................................................... Awards Banquet

Please note: The SIPES Registration Desk will close at 4:00 p.m. Monday. If you are arriving at the 
hotel after that time, please advise the SIPES office before Thursday, June 4 and we will have your 
registration packet at the welcome reception.

8.30 a.m. - 4.00 p.m..........................................................................................................Registration

9.00 - 10.00 a.m.....................................................................................Chapter Chairmen's Meeting

9.00 - 10.00 a.m.............................................................................SIPES Presidents' Council Meeting

10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.........................................................................................SIPES BOD Meeting

12.00 - 1.00 p.m..........................................................................Lunch for Board of Directors, 
                                                                                   Chapter Chairmen & Past Presidents

1.15 - 2.15 p.m.................................................................................SIPES Foundation BOD Meeting

2.30 - 4.00 p.m.......................................................................................... SIPES Foundation Seminar

5.00 - 7.00 p.m.................................................................................................... Welcome reception

 Monday, June 8

 Tuesday, June 9

Convention Schedule
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8.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m........................................................................................................Registration

8.30 - 11.05 a.m...................................................................................................... Technical Sessions

11.15 a.m. - 12.15 p.m........................................................... Tax & Investment Planning Symposium

12.30 - 3.30 p.m..................................................................................................Palisade winery tour

1.00 p.m. - 4.30 p.m............................................................... Tour of Colorado National Monument

6.00 p.m. - 9.00 p.m........................................................................................... Cornerstone Dinner
(by invitation only)

8.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.................................................................................. Post-Convention Field Trip

 Thursday, June 11

  Registered convention attendees are encouraged to visit the Discovery Room.  This is     	 		
  where SIPES members can showcase and share active projects with other SIPES members.  	
  If you are selling a deal, looking for guidance or simply want to share best practices of a  	
  project already in the books - this is the place to be. Exchange exploration concepts, ideas 	
  and experiences - and get some business done!

  Tables to present are first-come, first serve.  Every presenter must be a SIPES member.

 Wednesday, June 10

SIPES Discovery Room

Tuesday, June 9   2.00 - 4.00 p.m.

Thank you to our 
tote bag sponsor,

Walter S. Light, Jr., #3265
THUNDER EXPLORATION, INC.

THUNDER EXPLORATION, INC.

Thunder continues to seek non-operated working interest participation in projects and prospects. 
Thunder has participated in more than 100 new drills in the last seven years.

Frio 
Jackson 
Yegua 

Wilcox 
Olmos 

San Miguel 

Austin Chalk 
Eagle Ford 

Georgetown Sligo 
Edwards Cotton Valley 

Buda Pearsall Smackover 

Walter S. Light Jr. Walter S. Light Jr. 
President/GeologistPresident/Geologist

713.823.8288  EMAILEMAIL: wthunderx@aol.com

Production Now in 7 States.

Celebrating 45 years of prospect generation and exploration in  
the following Gulf Coast plays and trends.
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Convention Tours - Tuesday

You must be a registered meeting attendee in order to sign up for the tours. All tours depart 
from the convention center at the time listed as the start of the tour.

There will be no refunds after May 15, 2026.
Advance registration is recommended. All tours are limited in size set by the vendor.

Creative District Tour 		  10.30 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
$30/per person     $45 after May 15

Take a guided walking tour of Downtown Grand Junction! Named one of 
USA Today's Best Main Streets in America, Downtown is a unique blend 
of Western history and architecture, a robust public art program, beauti-
fully landscaped streets, and an entirely locally owned retail and restau-
rant district. You'll learn about Grand Junction's history, the iconic Art on 
the Corner program, and visit local galleries featuring work from Western 
Colorado artists. 

Fee includes guided tour and a donation to Downtown Grand Junction.

Palisade winery tour 		  1.30 - 4.30 p.m.
$200/per person    $235 after May 15

Enjoy an informative, custom-designed wine tour based on the 
likes (or dislikes) of the group.  You'll visit wineries in Palisade, 
CO - the wine region of Colorado where the wineries grow their 
own grapes.

Fee includes transportation, guide, winery tastings in Palisade, 
CO, and gratuities.

Distillery tour & tasting	 2.00 - 5.00 p.m.
$200/per person    $235 after May 15

Tour distilleries and breweries in Palisade and sample a variety of spirits.  
Learn how local orchards and the climate create unique flavors of bourbon, 
beer, vodka and more!  

Fee includes transportation, guide, tastings in Palisade, CO, and gratuities.
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Convention Tours - Wednesday

Palisade winery tour	        12.30 - 3.30 p.m.
$200/per person		  $235 after May 15

Did you miss the Tuesday wine tour in Palisade or want 
to go again?  This trip will be different from Tuesday's 
tour, based on the likes (or dislikes) of the group. Visit 
three wineries with a trusted guide to learn about the 
wine-prodcuing region of Colorado.
 
Fee includes transportation, guide, wine tastings, all 
taxes and gratuities.

Colorado National Monument tour       1.00 - 4.30 p.m.  
$75/per person	      $110 after May 15

Join former Volunteer-in-Park geologist Dr. Bill Hood for a sightsee-
ing trip to view the remarkable hanging canyons of Colorado National 
Monument. The tour will follow Rim Rock Road across the monu-
ment to some of the scenic overlooks on the 19-mile drive along 
the canyon rims.  Bill will explain how this spectacular landscape 
developed through important stories that the rocks and scenery tell. 
Toward the end of the trip, you'll stop at the visitor center to shop and 
see the exhibits.

    Fee includes transportation, guide, park entrance fees, and water.

You must be a registered meeting attendee in order to sign up for the tours. All tours depart 
from the convention center at the time listed as the start of the tour.

There will be no refunds after May 15, 2026.
Advance registration is recommended. All tours are limited in size set by the vendor.
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Thursday, June 11     8.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.

GEOLOGY OF UNAWEEP CANYON AND GATEWAY AREA

Field trip: $200 ($250 after 5/15/26)

Led by:

Andres Aslan (Colorado Mesa University); William Hood (Consulting Geologist); Rex Cole (Consulting 
Geologist); Tom Oesleby (Consulting Geologist); Ned Sterne and Rolf Ganahl (Geologist).

South of downtown Grand Junction, cutting diagonally across the long axis of the Uncompahgre Plateau, 
Unaweep Canyon is one of the most spectacular geologic features in North America.  It was first studied 
by geologists during the Hayden Survey of 1875, and has received the attention of many geoscientists.  
The name originates from the indigenous Ute Indians and roughly translates into a “Canyon with Two 
Mouths” or “The Parting of the Waters.”

On topographic maps by the U.S. Geological Survey, the greater Unaweep Canyon stretches from near 
Whitewater to Gateway, over a distance of approximately 37 road miles along Colorado Highway 141.  
Today, the canyon is drained by two small streams (East and West Creeks) that flow in opposite directions 
from a broad topographic crest called Unaweep Divide. The central part of Unaweep Canyon (without 
the post-abandonment fill), is wider and deeper than the Black Canyon of the Gunnison, the Royal Gorge, 
and Lodore Canyon.

Abandonment of greater Unaweep Canyon probably occurred in stages, between about 1.4 and 0.8 mil-
lion years ago.  There are three basic hypotheses about why and how the Colorado and Gunnison Rivers 
abandoned Unaweep Canyon.  New insight and modifications for these concepts will be presented at five 
stops on the field trip route.

Trip fee includes guides, transportation, lunch, and bottled water.  Be sure to bring a hat, sunscreen and 
your own water bottle.  

Post-Convention Field Trip
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Thanks to all our convention advertisers

#1 DATA RESOURCE FOR OKLAHOMA & 

TEXAS DISTRICTS 9 & 10

 
ELECTRIC & SPECIALTY 

LOGS
1000s OF MUD LOGS

TYPE LOGS & 1000S OF 

STRIP LOGS

GGX/GVERSE PRODUCTION-

OK, TX, KS & NM

LAS FILES

UNDOCUMENTED WELL DATA

DSTs, COLLECTIONS FROM OWLL & NTSLL

HAND WRITTEN 

SCOUT TICKETS

CORES & GEO REPORTS
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PROSPECTS WANTED
 CONVENTIONAL DEALS
 DRILL/WORKOVER/ACQUISITION
 OPERATED OR NON-OPERATED
 IDEA TO READY TO DRILL 
 MAIN FOCUS – TX. OK & KS

STEPHENS EXPLORATION INC.
P.O. BOX 797866

DALLAS, TX 75379
(214)890-0600

STEPEXPL@AOL.COM

John R. Stephens, President
CPG #6229 / SIPES #3375

 

SIPES New Orleans Chapter 
View our chapter’s recorded 

monthly talks online. 
Visit link below and click on  

“Videos” 
www.sipesneworleans.org 

NEW ORLEANS CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 Chapter Chairman - Louis Lemarie 

Vice Chairman - Toby Roesler 
Treasurer - Eric Broadbridge 

Secretary/National Director- Scott Spradley 
Webmaster - David Broadbridge 
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“Have gun, will travel”

Onsite and laboratory identification of elements* 
in core, cuttings, outcrops, solids and fluids

John McLeod
Independent Geologist

mcleod1999@gmail.com
http://www.source-rocks.com

918 926 0258

* Mg, Al, Si, P, S, Cl, K, Ca, Ti, V, Cr, Mn, Fe, Co, Ni, 
Cu, Zn, W, Ir, Au,Ta, Hg, As, Bi, Se, Pb, Th, Rb, U, 

Sr, Y, Zr, Nb, Mo, Ag, Cd, Sn, Sb, Ba, La, Ce, Pr, Nd

 

 

Locating O&G investment opportunities for two family offices. 

Daniel Sevier 

318-426-7632  

Daniel.sevier@gmail.com 
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OPTIMISTIC ENERGY, LLC

FRANK W. HARRISON, JR.
President

913 S. College Road, Suite 107 
P. O. Box 51943-70505 Phone (337) 232-4031
Lafayette, LA 70503 Cell (337) 258-0239 
 

E-mail: frankh@optimisticoil.com
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Registration Form
SIPES 2026 Annual Convention   June 8 - 11

 
Grand Junction, Colorado

Register online at www.sipes.org/convention or complete this form and return to SIPES

Mail to: 1401 N. Central Expy., Suite 105  Richardson, TX 75080  l  or email to: sipes@sipes.org  

Early registration deadline is May 15, 2026

 Registrant Information

Name  ______________________________________________________ SIPES No.  _______

Nickname for Badge  _____________________________

SIPES Chapter Affiliation  ______________________	 Sponsor level:    Platinum    Gold     Silver

Spouse/Guest Name  __________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ______________________________________________________________

City  _______________________________  State  _________  Zip  _____________________

Is this:  o Office Address      o Home Address

Daytime Phone Number  _______________________________________________________

E-mail  ______________________________________________________________________

 Payment Information
Total Amount Due (see reverse)    $ ___________
Please Check One:

		  o Check Enclosed      o MasterCard      o VISA      o Discover      o American Express
Make Checks Payable to:  SIPES 2026 Convention
Credit Card Account Number:  ___________________________________________________

Expiration Date:  _________	 CVV:  ___________   

Billing Address (if different from above): ____________________________________________

Name on the credit card:  ________________________________________________________

X ____________________________________________________________________________
	 Authorized Signature

Please see reverse side for Registration Fees. You will receive confirmation from SIPES by email.

Please include this form with your payment! No Refunds after May 15, 2026
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Name:  _____________________________________________________________________

 Registration Category
Registration Type Before May 15 After May 15 Price Includes Number Total Cost

SIPES Member/    
Associated Member* $400 $450

Welcome reception, technical sessions,               
Wednesday tax symposium,                                               
Tuesday luncheon & breaks

Non-Member $450 $500
Welcome reception, technical sessions,            

Wednesday tax symposium,                                  
Tuesday luncheon &  breaks

Spouse/Guest $100 $150 Welcome reception and ability to register 
for optional tours & events

*SIPES Member rates apply to members of the following societies: AAPG# _________   SEG# _________   SPEE# ________

 Optional Events
Event Dates/Times Before May 15 After May 15 Number Total Cost 

SIPES                                                     
Foundation Seminar

Monday, June 8              
2.30 - 4.00 p.m. $50 $65 

All-Convention Luncheon             
(for registered spouse/guest)

Tuesday, June 9         
12.00 - 1.15 p.m. $85 $110 

Awards Banquet
Tuesday, June 9            
6.30 - 9.00 p.m. $100 $125 

Post-Convention Field Trip 
Thursday, June 11      

8.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. $200 $250 

 Optional Tours
Event Dates/Times Before May 15 After May 15 Number Total Cost 

Creative District Tour (Main Street) Tuesday, 10.30 a.m.  - 12.00 p.m. $30 $45  

Palisade Winery Tour Tuesday, 1.30 - 4.30 p.m. $200 $235  

Distillery Tour & Tasting Tuesday, 2.00 - 5.00 p.m $200 $235   

Palisade Winery Tour Wednesday, 12.30 - 3.30 p.m. $200 $235  

CO National Monument Tour Wednesday, 1.00 - 4.30 p.m. $75 $110  

Will you be attending the Tuesday luncheon?  o Yes      o No

Please indicate any food allergies: _______________________________________________________

Do you plan to attend the Wednesday morning tax symposium?  o Yes      o No

Have you made reservations at a convention hotel?  o Yes      o No
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