CALAMITY! 
“My Purpose Will Stand”
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Intro: The phone call
I. Calamity happens. The stage is set: genocide!
    A.     All creation groans (Romans 8:22-23); subject to F___________ (Rom. 8:20).
	– Tower of Siloam (Luke 13)
	–  Man born blind (John 9)
	Depraved human logic... “We are all B_____________ when it comes to trusting God.”
    B.      But God...! “Little did Haman realize that he was playing right into God’s purposes.” 
II. What is Providence? “  
     The Westminster Catechism, “Of Providence” 
“God, the great Creator of all things, doth uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all creatures, actions, and things, from the greatest even to the least, by his most wise and holy providence, according to the infallible foreknowledge, and the free and immutable counsel of his own will, to the praise of the glory of his wisdom, power, justice, goodness, and mercy.”
III. T______ Knowledge of God (2 Peter 1:2-4) = God’s Providence + S_________ T__________!
      A.    God’s Sovereignty (illustration: circle diagram -  a Biblical perspective on life’s adversities)
· Self: Human depravity; Romans 7 struggle (Jer. 17:9)
· Others: There is no one righteous (Rom. 3:10); deeds of the flesh are evident (Gal. 5:19)
· World/Culture: Broken cisterns that cannot hold water (Jer. 2:13) 
· Satan: Your enemy the devil prowls around... looking for someone to devour (1 Pet. 5:8)
	Q:   Where is God in all this? ___________ His purposes cannot be thwarted!
       B.    Value of A___________ ABC’s of spiritual growth: A_________B________C____________! (Rom. 5:3)
       C.     Danger of R___________ God’s Purposes (Prov. 1:14-27)   
   IV. Stabilizing Truths for Handling T___________ (Jim Berg- Changed into His Image)
1. God’s L________ for me in unchanging. 
Jer. 31:3; 1 John 4:10, 16; Rom. 8:31-32, 35-39; John 15:12-13; Deut. 7:7-8
2. God’s P__________ for me is Christlikeness. 
Rom. 8:28-29; Col. 1:18; Eph. 4:11-13; 2 Cor 3:18
3. God’s W________ to me is the final right answer. 
2 Tim. 3:16-17; Heb. 4:12; 1 John 5:3; 2 Peter 1:3-4; Deut. 6:6-9, 30:11-20; John 16:13-15
4. God’s G_______ for me is sufficient. 
2 Cor. 12:9; 2 Tim. 2:1; Heb. 4:15-16; Titus 2:11-12; Psalm 116:5; Rom. 5:20-21

POA: What am I learning about God’s character? His sovereignty? His wisdom? His trustworthiness? His love and care for His people? His involvement in every circumstance of my life? His providence? His timing? How would He have me respond? Can you honestly pray, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done”? Can you say w/Job, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him”?  Can you say w/Esther, “If I perish, I perish”? Our citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20). GOD IS FOR US! We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us & nothing – NOTHING! -- can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8:31, 37-39). 

It is the great support and solace of the saints in all the distresses that befall them here, that there is a wise Spirit sitting in all the wheels of motion, and governing the most eccentric creatures and their most pernicious designs to blessed and happy issues. 
– John Flavel, The Mystery of God’s Providence





- The Weaver - Grant Colfax Tullar


“My Purpose Will Stand” 


· Ex. 9:16 [to Moses] But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth.
· Job 42:2 I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
· Ps. 57:2 I cry out to God Most High, to God who fulfills his purpose for me.
· Pr. 16:4 The LORD has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble.
· Pr. 19:21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand.
· Isa. 14:24, 26, 27 The LORD of hosts has sworn: “As I have planned, so shall it be, and as I have purposed, so shall it stand.... This is the purpose that is purposed concerning the whole earth, and this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations. For the Lord of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back?
· Is. 46:10 Declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, “My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose.”
· Is. 55:11 So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
· Lam. 2:17 The LORD has done what he purposed; he has carried out his word, which he commanded long ago; he has thrown down without pity, he has made the enemy rejoice over you and exalted the might of your foes.
· Zech. 1:6 But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not overtake your fathers? So they relented and said, “As the LORD of hosts purposed to deal with us for our ways and deeds, so has he dealt with us.”
· Zech. 8:14, 15 For thus says the LORD of hosts: “As I purposed to bring disaster to you when your fathers provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the LORD of hosts. So I have purposed in these days to bring good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah; fear not.
· John 15:27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour.”
· John 19:37 For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world – to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.
· Rom. 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good for those who are called according to his purpose.
· Rom. 9:11 Though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad – in order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works, but because of him who calls.
· Rom. 9:17 For the Scripture says to Pharoah, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”
· 1 Cor. 4:5 Therefore do not pronounce judgement before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
· Eph. 1:4, 5 He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before him. In love He predestined us to adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will. 
· Eph. 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ.
· Eph. 1:11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works ALL THINGS according to the counsel of HIS WILL.
· Eph. 3:11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· 2 Tim. 1:9 Who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began.
· James 4:5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”?
· James 5:11 Behold we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.
· Rev. 17:17 For God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose...until the words of God are fulfilled.
            
