What is one thing you wish our parish offered that it currently does not?
RESPONSES:
Action/Fellowship/Social:
	1) Weekly recognition of birthdays and wedding anniversaries; 2) Greeting fellow parishioners before mass; 3) Greeters' name tags

	A monthly social hour.  Maybe coffee & donuts after mass?

	A young adult community that gets together to have fellowship and virtuous friendships

	A youth group advertised towards all middle school Christians, not just Catholics specifically. A lot of students at the grade school go to Christian places of worship. I’m thinking something like the group in Trenton

	Activities or more inclusivity for college-aged/young adults when home

	Add more variety to Sunday Masses.  By that I mean. at the end of Mass, asking if there are any birthdays today or maybe this week.  Then we sing Happy birthday to them, to include the children.  

	Attract more for youth

	Blessing for children attending mass

	Church/parish history tours

	Committees formed to provide input; Engagement with other parish clusters

	Faith based youth sports

	Family events 

	Fellowship events

	Help to widows grieving.

	I am the mission leader at SJB and would love to be able to collaborate with our local churches more

	I would like to see more of family gathering opportunities.  

	Marriage groups

	More fellowship opportunities to get to know people I am unfamiliar with

	More information on volunteer opportunities in the community/county/diocese and on missions as well as retreats to help others and further unite our parish family.

	More outreach opportunities for the community. Volunteer opportunities

	More religious bands

	More teen activities to get the students involved in their faith, especially after middle school.

	More time to visit with our church family after church or on other nights

	prayer chain for the sick and urgent illness for infants and young children

	Programs and events for young families.

	Programs for couples 

	Programs targeted for young family parents.

	Some kind of socials or meet and greets

	Something for grief

	St Vincent de Paul

	Summer camp for parents and kids to do together

	Sunday school for elementary age and toddler age

	Support group for single mothers (divorced and widowed) 

	Support groups

	Text messages for communication would be helpful. 

	Time for fellowship opportunities

	Unsure 

	Volunteer opportunities that support the wider community/area 

	Young Adults group (18-29)

	Youth service opportunities/community service combined with helping the poor. Volunteering as a Parish at food pantry, soup kitchen, or homeless shelters

	Youth sports activities faith based

	Youth sports league - positivity and faith based

	Opportunities for gatherings 



Piety
	Adoration.  I have been to other parishes and the are doing more traditional things in mass.  Saying some prayers in latin, for example.

		Eucharistic Adoration outside of Lent. 




		More clarification on what adoration is and encouragement to participate in adoration 

	Teach people to grow inwardly

	Women retreats



Study:
	Be more realistic in sermons on the day to day.  Be more open minded on struggles families face here in the community.

	Bible Study

	Bible study

	Bible Study for adults and kids

	Bible study groups 

	Getting someone for bible studies, as Deacon Steve did.

	I would like to be a part of a Bible study or discussion group and I don't think that is something we currently have access to.

	Learn more in a Bible study, small group prayer group

	Teaching about other religions & the tolerance of others who differ from within 

	Young adult Bible studies or groups, Christ centered dating/marriage



Mass:
	Children choir, or monthly children involved Masses

	Christian upbeat music (other than 9:30 mass)

	Cushions in the pews like Holy Childhood Church in Mascoutah

	Evening weekend mass

	I will not come if I don't get anything out of it.  Sunday school for Elementary kids so parents can attend mass without distraction.

	Just an idea. Albers - an All Souls Day - they announce the name and carry a candle for all that died last year

	Mass at 7:30 pm Saturday

	Midnight mass on Christmas Eve

	More opportunities for kids to be involved in masses on weekends

	Rooms by age group on Sunday morning mass

	Saturday evening mass (after 6:00 pm)

	Valuable sermons young adults could relate to. 

	Votive candles

	When it comes to funerals, at the Mass, it would be nice to have a program with a picture of the deceased, and the readings, along with the Responsorial Psalm. I know of two other parishes that do this, and it helped us focus more on the readings and response. 





	Capital/Building

	air condition gym

	More transparency for the parish’s larger contracts.  Q

	personal voice ...your view on taking a few comments about what to do with the old school and going off if an old survey   our 




What has been most meaningful to you about being part of this parish?
RESPONSES:
Action/Fellowship:
	Being part of the choir and my small faith group

	Being a part of the choir/ youth masses

	Being able to teach youth about God through the Sunday school program, and connect with other people in the church. 

	Being in the choir, and being a eucharistic minister.  I like the feeling of being with family when I'm in church, especially in the choir.  

	Being with good, honest people and caring leadership,

	Celebrating mass; Eucharistic adoration; Meeting people after mass

	Children feeling welcome in mass

	Community

	Community 

	Community of worship

	Community support 

	Everyone being so helpful and being able to have Father or others bring communion to my home on 1st Fridays.

	Family history 

	Father Von, beautiful church, church family  

	feeling of belonging

	Fellowship

	Fellowship

	Fellowship and community

	Fellowship at the picnic

	Friendly

	Friendships made

	Growing up in the parish, it feels like as everyone is extended family and is there for you if you are ever in need

	How we come together 

	How welcoming people are to young families with small children.

	[bookmark: _Hlk215925220]I enjoy being greeters and extraordinary ministers and helping with NH bingo. 

	I feel we have a very good and welcoming parish.

	I grew up in St. Francis Parish; it just feels like home.

	I like how easily we come together as a parish to accomplish something

	I love how welcoming everyone is and the positive feedback they provide even on the mornings my two children are talking or goofing off the entire mass. I love being able to have Sunday School too. This was something I didn't have at the church I grew up in and my daughter has loved it!

	Inclusion and religion for my children in the morning.

	Inclusion of all. 

	My choir family! 

	my community 

	People gathering in Christ 

	Receiving the Eucharist. Associating myself with people of similar religious beliefs and morals and values.

	Receiving the sacraments and talking about my faith openly with other parishioners 

	Recently started with a small group.  That has been most helpful 

	sermons and family feeling

	That all ages appreciate each other. Being with this parish my whole life I enjoy seeing old and new in church.

	The community

	The familiar faces at mass 

	The feeling of being a bigger part of a positive attitude

	The friendly people! :)

	The most meaningful thing about being a part of this parish is feeling at home and included in this faith family. The traditions we keep alive and the support we offer to all ages.

	The most meaningful thing for me is the people. I feel supported and cared about. I appreciate the consistency of our parish. 

	The support I received from the parish in my younger  years

	The welcoming community

	Tradition, as I am a very traditional person.  However, I really enjoy hearing about how more relaxed my coworkers church visits allow them to be.  They can sip on a cup of coffee during sermons and just sit back and enjoy the faith based messages.  They meet before the sermon and have coffee and donuts together and have opportunities to connect with their parishioners before masses begin.  It always sounds so lovely.

	Trying to keep young children and youth involved.

	Very welcoming congregation 

	Watching my kids grow and learn through PSR



Piety:
	Celebrating mass; Eucharistic adoration; Meeting people after mass Copy from Action/Fellowship

	Receiving the Eucharist. Associating myself with people of similar religious beliefs and morals and values. Copy from Action/Fellowship

	Receiving the sacraments and talking about my faith openly with other parishioners Copy from Action/Fellowship



Study:
	Being able to teach youth about God through the Sunday school program, and connect with other people in the church. Copy from Action/Fellowship

	The exceptional PSR program. 



Mass:
	Being a part of the choir/ youth masses  Copy from Action/Fellowship

	Being in the choir, and being a eucharistic minister.  I like the feeling of being with family when I'm in church, especially in the choir.  Copy from Action/Fellowship

	Families attending mass, uplifting music, a deacon

	 I enjoy the message on Sundays.

	 I enjoy being greeters and extraordinary ministers and helping with NH bingo. Copy from Action/Fellowship

	I have felt more purpose in my faith journey. Sitting in the front helps me focus. 

	 Involvement with music/choir has been great! The music at our parish is unlike any other in our area and it makes mass so much more enjoyable and interactive.

	 Looking forward to going to church. Right now I drive 30 min to a church that is inviting fun uplifting and offers Sunday school for my kids 

	 Mass

	Music

	 Our NEW PRIEST and NEW DEACON

	 Seeing how people show up for the family days at church - ex. Children performances, youth leadership, and high schoolers involvement 

	 sermons and family feeling Copy from Action/Fellowship

	The choir, the new priest, the new deacon, the people.

	The mass.

	The music, it really does help make the church feel alive with their amazing voices.

	The opportunity to attend Mass experience the comraderie with multiple age groups.  


 

If you could change one thing to improve parish life, what would it be?
RESPONSES:
Action/Fellowship:
	?

	Bringing community together as a whole in a fun way.

	Building more on the relationship with our faith community 

	contact by phone call or visit in person each parish family this is a personal/I care touch

	Creating a bigger community outside Sunday mass

	Get together greetings at church or after church service.

	Hospitality 

	I don't have an outgoing personality.  It took a long time for me to feel comfortable in the parish.  It could be me, but I didn't feel welcomed.

	I think we have the perfect parish!!!

	I would like to see opportunities for people to gather either before or after church.  Such as have coffee and donuts and tables set up at the Parish Center.  I’d also like to see more welcome to use our Parish center or offer a place for the younger parishioners to come together on a Friday or Saturday.  Just allowing them to utilize the gym or have one of the rooms set up for group games would be a nice way to encourage the younger generation to keep their faith.  I understand that it would require adults or responsible high school students to help monitor, but I think it would be nice to offer the wonderful facilities as a gathering place.  Father Dan never tried to connect with our younger generation.  That was a big problem in my eyes.  

	Increase parishioner engagement

	involving youth to help build future of parish

	Less judgement and more encouragement 

	Make it more as a community.  There is not a time before or after church for parishioners to visit

	Make people feel more welcomed. 

	Making everyone feel welcome no matter religion, new to town, etc. 

	Making outside guests feel welcome, even if they are not catholic

	Many parishes seem to be struggling with young adult involvement. Some sort of event to engage young adults may coax groups/friends to volunteer together (KofC, Sodality, Eucharistic ministers, lectors, etc.) 

	More accessible (or advertised) sick and disadvantage parishioner outreach opportunities

	More activities for youth

	More activities to bring people of faith together

	More adult and family events 

	more casual

	More community outreach

	more engaging online

	More events for families 

	More flexibility for people who want to help but aren’t able to make long term commitments 

	More get togethers with parish members

	More involvement outside of weekly mass, whether it’s some time after each mass or events or more Bible studies etc to make it feel more welcoming and also keep myself centered around God on a more daily basis than weekly

	More kids activities

	More opportunities for fellowship 

	More parish events that involve the younger generation. Thinking teens, young adults, and parents

	More social activities. I would be happy to help with this!

	Nothing

	Opportunity for gatherings 

	Possibly implementing another Family/town event into our yearly rotation - they help get the community involved with the church and vice versa we get to see the people in the community outside of the people we see often at mass or church classes. Possibly doing something like a chilli cook off or BBQ competition of some sort with games, raffles, and activities could be another something that brings our community together like the church picnic, the Legion dinners, or the Christmas family events do. Also this kind of event brings a fun way to compete and serve our community at the same time. Competitors bring a pot to share, the community gets to sample and pick their favorite, and final judges can be leaders of our parish for example.

	Promote fellowship

	Provide more opportunities for members of the parish to serve others and do good in the community.

	Respecting past traditions and more respect for life long parishioners 

	The Catholic Church is losing membership at a rapid pace. It’s important to know your audience and understand how younger generations are taking in information. I also think it’s important to remember how busy families are. This community is known for a great place to raise your children, so keep in mind schedules are busy. With that said, providing more programs and family events through the church could really grow engagement. 

	The Catholic Church is so behind the times, dry, stiff, old school.  If you want to engage younger generation you need to be willing to make drastic changes.

	to be less stoic and more inviting to the 15 - 40 year olds

	We have an excellent parish and an excellent pastor.



Piety:
	Attendance of PSR program parents at church. 

	Children more in church

	easier to baptize 

	Get more parishioners between the ages of 20-50 to attend mass.  There is a need for their regular participation in Mass if they are true to their faith.  

	I would love to get the young people back into church (18-45 year olds).

	I'm not sure how to do it, but I think it would be better if we could get more families (especially those who are CREASTERS) to attend Mass and take a more active role in their faith.

	More people to attend church.  More children of grade school and high school age attending church

	People need to learn not to search outwardly for answers.  They have to learn to search inwardly.

	Seeing more young families in church. 

	Solve declining church attendance



Study:
	bible study

	I would love to see something for people to continue growing in their faith after OCIA or an opportunity for male groups.

	If we could offer adult catholic education we may develop a larger partivipation rate. Many of us learned catholocism decades age at a much earlier age. Having things explained in "adult" context wouls be great.

	Making PSR more enjoyable for children so that they WANT to attend and aren’t feeling forced.

	More opportunities to break down the bible...in layman's terms

	More speakers



Mass/Building:
	Church that keeps up with the times

	Engaging mass

	Have a program printed for a funeral Mass. 

	I wish the Parish would have families be more involved in masses.  Also bring in folk bands or religious band to sing during church.

	Later mass on Saturday evening or a Sunday evening mass 

	Let parishioners take care of more things for the mass instead of going through the secretary for when changes are made to schedules. 

	Make mass more lively, exciting to keep the interest in the Catholic faith of young children/youth.

	Maybe turn the mic lower so Father's voice doesn't project so loud

	more comfortable seats

	more lively homilies

	More lively homilies

	More upbeat masses - all Catholics not just St Francis 

	More upbeat music, thats not in that book. Your members need to go to cornerstone church and listen to their sermons and music. My family - My 10 year old - loves going to church there. 

	More weekly evening masses

	More youth masses

	more youthful, more liberal

	New parish center building 

	Speaker stand for lector moved so parishioners on south side could see and hear

	To invite the youth to be more active and participate in the weekend masses. Youth Choir, bringing up offertory processions, greeters, collections...etc. activities other than just serving. I feel this may get the parents of those youth to attend masses more regularly if the children were to have "jobs" and be able to participate more actively.


 

Additional comments or suggestions?  
RESPONSES:
Action/Fellowship:
	I have children that are becoming more independent so I am hoping to become more involved 

	I look forward to hearing of St. Vincent de Paul activities and opportunities!

	I seen on Facebook about a small church in Beaver Prairie bring the parish community together by planting some field rows of sweet corn.  They then as a community went and picked the sweet corn.  Gave the corn to some of the Church family and sent the rest to the poor and the priests to feast on.  That is community.  They also have when you enter church you place your own Eucharist in the bowl to show you are a part of church.

	More participation of 30-50 year old men in parish activities, i.e. K of C, attendance at parish activities. 

	N/A

	No

	None

	Thank you for asking for opinions.  

	Thank You for doing this survey! I think it's great to get input from the parishioners.

	Things i like about other churches- people welcoming you at the door, congregating in the back, coffee.donuts, upbeat music, meaningful impactful sermons , Sunday school for young kids, mission trips 

	We have a great parish and we have many volunteers in my age group.  Hope this survey helps gain insight, but always difficult to start & maintain new projects which require additional volunteers.  If we can find smaller jobs with not too much time commitments, I am sure more people would sign up to help or get involved!

	While yes social media has its problems, but so many people can be reached through social media. Posting about adoration, parish events, mass times, or general things of the church (for example: Posting on a various feast days and just presenting why we celebrate them in a simply explained way, posting about present things going on in the church at the Vatican etc., posting a short 1-2 minute video explaining common misconceptions or myths about the church). Posting on Facebook can reach people who are roughly 18+, but if we want to reach below 18 years old then going to Instagram for posting reach that population more too. There is a setting in Instagram and Facebook in which you can switch that allows you to make one post but then it will post to both apps which can be very helpful in this case. 

Also a different parish I used to attend recently began recording their priest’s homilies during mass and posting them as a podcast on Spotify. This has allowed for people like myself to listen/re-listen to the encouraging words of the gospel throughout the week as I’m driving, doing housework, or needing a mid week pick-me-up. Each podcast is as long as a homily(roughly 8-10 minutes) and it allows for people who are interested in the parish or church to get a snippet of what they can experience if they went to church. It is also appreciated as for when I’m away on vacation, away for school, or generally away from the area on Sunday I can still get the opportunity to hear from my home parish.

	Would like to help as a decorator and Sacristan



Piety:
	I believe these groups get people started in the right place and hopefully they start digging inwardly deeper.

	I enjoy the mass receiving Jesus.Thank you Father Von for all the masses you offer.  I attend weekday masses as well as Sunday mass.  I do Eucharistic adoration during Lent, I do like the Parish Missions and attend, I do attend the Stations of the Cross.  Please continue to offer all of these.

	I just so appreciatebeing able to et communion in my home since my cancer diagnosis which I am happy to say is supposed to be in remission after 5 years.  Praying a CT in January says that as well with no return of the cncers.

	I wish we could encourage someone from our parish to begin studying to be a Deacon.  

	I wish women could go to Cursillo or some other retreat type thing.



Study:

Mass:
	Engaging Bible study, Music from this century, prayer rocks, engaging sermons young families can relate to, work-life balance, financial stress, sleepless nights, life with kids.  The Our other church does coffee and donuts before every mass.  You can even drink during mass.  So relaxed!

	Entertain live streaming mass as do the parishes of St. Rose and St. Boniface & St. Cecelia current live streaming.

	Go to Beaver Prairie Church.  See how they do church.

	Have a mass with Fueled by Faith and involve the kids to get more parents to church

	I believe we need to explain more of what the mass is about.  And maybe inform people of the "rules". Like going to communion.  Be more reverent.  Just remind people what is really happening 

	I feel participation at mass has improved with Father Von

	I have been meaning to become an additional Eucharistic minister for the choir & upstairs. Any info on getting trained would be great! 

	I loved mass today. I think I will be going to here more, especially with young adult programs.

	Love Fr. Von and the new Deacon.  Music and choir are great.

	One thought: Maybe an occasional 9:30 mass with children serving, lectoring, singing -- one or two grades at a time or a separate 11:00 AM mass

	Saint Paul Church in Highland, and Corpus Christi in Shiloh had programs for funerals. I know it would be extra work for someone in the office if they had a few days notice.. Or I could possibly volunteer to coordinate the program printing. 

	Sermons geared towards real world life and experiences. More relatable and interesting.



Capital/Building:
	Please be thoughtful and transparent with the parish center. It feels like the same few people make all the decisions for the parish. We need real numbers and options to chose the best path forward for the parish as a whole. I wish a new voice from within the parish with actual building experience would be added to the parish center committee.

	The most visited & supported Catholic Churches have around the world work hard to preserve their architectural buildings & traditions. We should be better here. 

	The recent survey on the old school building needs to be revisited. You can't go off of an old survey or such few responses. Reach out in person to each family and get a TRUE survey that shows you really care about this topic. It sounds like spoon feeding the survey, and it us because we need more accurate input.



