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EVENT ITINERARYEVENT ITINERARY

Transition to Auditorium

Registration Begins

Welcome & Opening Remarks
Sheri Scavone, CEO, WNYWF

Co-Chair Welcome &
Thank You Sponsors
Patty Farrell & Kirsti
Hunt

The Broken Rung. Kweilin
Ellingrud
Fixing the first step in the
leadership pipeline

WSMO Concludes

Curated Gourmet Breakfast
Spread  & Networking
Catered by Patina 250

9:30am

8:00am

11:00am

NOTE: Auditorium opens at 9:00am.
No food or drinks allowed.



PRESENTING SPONSOR
THANK YOU!THANK YOU!





A Letter From Your Co-Chairs
Dear Supporters and Guests,

Welcome to What She’s Made Of 2025! We are so excited to gather together this morning to
celebrate the power of possibility and the women who make progress happen.

This year’s program has been reimagined to spark connection and inspiration from the very start
of the day. Our theme, Fixing the Broken Rung, shines a light on one of the most critical steps in
building a stronger, more equitable future: ensuring women have equal opportunity for
advancement at every level.
We are honored to welcome Kweilin Ellingrud, Senior Partner at McKinsey &amp; Company and
co-
author of The Broken Rung, as our keynote speaker. Through McKinsey’s groundbreaking
research, Kweilin has illuminated the invisible barriers that often hold women back from their
first promotion and shown how repairing this “broken rung” can unlock leadership potential and
drive lasting change across every industry.

At the WNY Women’s Foundation, we remain dedicated to transforming systems, culture, and
policy so that every woman has the opportunity to thrive. In times that continue to challenge
women’s progress and visibility, our collective action matters more than ever. What She’s Made
Of continues to be our signature moment to stand together, learn together, and take action
together. The courage to break barriers begins with one step, and this morning, that step begins
with you.
As Co-Chairs of this event, we would like to thank our CEO Sheri Scavone, her incredible staff,
and our Event Committee for their dedication in bringing this vision to life. Our gratitude extends
to our Board of Directors, especially Chair Lenora Foote-Beavers, for their unwavering
commitment to advancing gender equity.

Finally, thank you to our sponsors and guests. Your partnership fuels our mission and
strengthens the future of women in Western New York and beyond.
Together, we are fixing the broken rung and climbing higher than ever before.

Your Co-Chairs,
Kirsti Hunt and Patricia Farrell



EVENT SPONSORS
THANK YOU!THANK YOU!





Meet Our KeynoteMeet Our Keynote
Kweilin EllingrudKweilin Ellingrud

Kweilin is a director of the McKinsey
Global Institute (MGI) and leads Diversity
and Inclusion for McKinsey globally. She
has broad experience redesigning
operating models in financial services and
beyond to increase operational efficiency
and effectiveness through process
redesign, digital, and analytics. She also
works with multilateral organizations,
global philanthropies, and companies on
how to move towards gender and racial
equality. She previously led McKinsey’s
Life Insurance Practice in North America.
At MGI, Kweilin has led research on
gender equality (Power of Parity), racial
equity, generative AI, the future of work,
productivity, and sustainable and inclusive
growth. She is a frequent speaker at
global conferences and is a contributing
columnist for Forbes. She is also the co-
author of the book The Broken Rung to
help women navigate their careers.
Kweilin is a member of the Council on
Foreign Relations. She previously worked
full-time for two years at a Boston
nonprofit helping women entrepreneurs
start and grow their businesses through
microfinance. Growing up, Kweilin spent a
number of years in China, Ecuador, France,
and Japan, living with local families and
learning the local language.

McKinsey & Co.

https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/mckinsey-on-books/the-broken-rung
https://www.mckinsey.com/our-people/kweilin-ellingrud


KEYNOTE SPONSOR
THANK YOU!THANK YOU!



VISIONARY SPONSORS
THANK YOU!THANK YOU!







PIONEER SPONSORS
THANK YOU!THANK YOU!









The WNY Women's
Foundation transforms
systems, culture, and
policy to create
opportunities for each
woman to thrive.

The WNY Women's
Foundation transforms
systems, culture, and
policy to create
opportunities for each
woman to thrive.

www.wnywomensfoundation.org

https://wnywomensfoundation.org/our-work/
https://wnywomensfoundation.org/our-work/


TRAILBLAZER SPONSORS
THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

CANDACE DARBY















THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
RED CARPET SPONSORS

Breauna Crumpler
WNY Women’s Foundation Board Member

Dr. Ellen Grant
WNY Women’s Foundation Emeritae Advisory Board

Deborah Bauer

Kristen Russo

Lynn Marie Finn

Teresa Bair
WNY Women’s Foundation Emeritae Advisory Board



FOR CAPTURING THE DAY
THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

TO OUR VIOLINISTS
THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

@seeloffphotography_

@Seeloffphotography

Isabel Ong & 
Evan Courtin!







TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

FOR THE DONATION
THANK YOU!THANK YOU!



ADVOCACYADVOCACY

VOICEVOICE

ECONOMIC
EMPOWERMENT
ECONOMIC

EMPOWERMENT

LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP

We educate and engage decision makers to advance policies and funding,
accelerating the pace of change for issues impacting women.

We amplify women’s voices to advance gender equity
through data-driven solutions.

We empower women of all backgrounds and identities to achieve economic
mobility by eliminating barriers and providing targeted support in education
and workforce development.

We advance women’s leadership and gender equity through employer
education, individual mentorship, and elevating female entrepreneurs.

Grounded in data, we drive solutions to foster balanced representation and move Western
New York forward. We work collaboratively within the community to catalyze change. 

THE WNY WOMEN’S FOUNDATION TRANSFORMS SYSTEMS, CULTURES, AND POLICY TO
CREATE OPPORTUNITIES FOR EACH WOMAN TO THRIVE.

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS CELEBRATING 25 YEARS 

From the voice for women

A series of data reports
Inform your work and critical solutions in the six areas disproportionately impacting
women including:

Scan the QR Code
to view reports

Child Care
Poverty
Leadership
Education
Pay Equity
Occupational Segregation

Child Care
Poverty
Leadership
Education
Pay Equity
Occupational Segregation

Pathways to Progress

https://www.wnywomensfoundation.org/pathways-to-progress-white-papers-speaker-series


Ready Set
LEAD!
a WNY Women’s Foundation Program

, ,

ALL IN is a purposeful, data-driven
initiative of the WNY Women’s
Foundation that empowers women,
fuels workplace success, and
illuminates pathways to leadership.

Where Aspiring Leaders Grow &
Experienced Leaders Give Back!

A 9-month, structured mentorship, community building,
and leadership development program designed to
accelerate women early in their careers.

Experienced Leaders
Mentor Application

Aspiring Leader
Application

a WNY Women’s Foundation Program
P OWERPositioning Organizations & Women to Excel & Rise!Positioning Organizations & Women to Excel & Rise!.. . . .

A strategic framework to help
your business: 

Build leaders   
Boost culture
Attract talent 
Drive lasting success

READY, SET, LEAD!

P.O.W.E.R.

https://www.wnywomensfoundation.org/mentorship
https://www.wnywomensfoundation.org/p.o.w.e.r.


Build leaders   
Boost culture
Attract talent 
Drive lasting success

Hon. Lenora Foote-Beavers, Esq.- Chair
Evergreen Health

Anne Joynt, Esq.- Chair Elect
Lipsitz, Ponterio & Comerford, LLC.

Patricia Farrell- Vice Chair
Community Volunteer

Siobhan Smith, MSOC, CPCC- Vice Chair
Catapult Consulting

Natalie Fischer - Treasurer
National Fuel Gas Company

Catherine Earle - Secretary
Community Volunteer

Jessica Baker, Esq.
Evergreen Health

Cynthia Bass, MBA 
Erie County Medical Center

Jamie Batt, Esq.
Rupp Pfalzgraf, LLC.

Stacy L. Beauford
Community Volunteer

Allison Brashear, MD
SUNY at Buffalo

Jody Briandi, Esq.
Hurwitz & Fine

Emily Burns Perryman
Invest in Others Charitable Foundation

Nancy Cox
Bonadio Group

Breauna Crumpler
Community Volunteer

Candace Darby
Community Volunteer

Nickole Garrison, CPA
Garrison Murphy Wealth Management, LLC.

Petrina Hill-Cheatom
Canisius University

Carolyn Human
Carolyn Human Communications, LLC.

Kirsti Hunt
NOCO

Erin Johnson
MOOG

Arlene Kaukus
SUNY at Buffalo

Stacy Knapper
University at Buffalo Foundation

Alanna Pokorski
Excelsior Orthopaedics

Marta Rogers
Community Volunteer

Carmen Snell, Esq.
Community Volunteer

Joleigh Wylucki
Blue Ribbon Heating and Air Conditioning

WNY Women's Foundation Leadership
Board of Directors

WNY Women's Foundation Leadership
Board of Directors



Build leaders   
Boost culture
Attract talent 
Drive lasting success

WNY Women's Foundation LeadershipWNY Women's Foundation Leadership
Emeritae Advisory Board Event Chairs

Event Committee

WNYWF Foundation Staff

Teresa Bair, Esq.
Jennifer Balbach
Kristin Bauer
Christine Bonaguide, Esq.
Helen Cappuccino, MD
Rebecca Collins
Betsy Constantine
Katherine S. Conway-Turner, Ph.D.
Jackie Sanchez Culliton
Clotilde Dedecker
Amber Dixon
Ann E. Evanko, Esq., Chair Emerita
Dorothy Ferguson
Darby Fishkin
Sue Gardner, Esq., Chair Emerita
Gretchen Geitter
Rosa Gonzalez, Ph.D.
Ellen Grant, Ph.D., LCSW-R
Jane Griffin, Ph.D.
Mary Jo Hunt, Chair Emerita
Alice Jacobs, Esq., Chair Emerita
Allison Kupferman
Gia Manley
Sally Marks
Nicole Nobel, LCSW-R
Cindy Odom, Chair Emerita
Marcia O'Neil-White
Paula Joy Reinhold
Anne Rimmler, Esq.
Jeanette Robe, CPA
Anne Saldanha, M.D.
Tricia Semmelhack, Esq., Chair Emerita
Michele Trolli
Carolyn Valenti, CPA
Andrea Vossler
Sujata Yalamanchili, Esq.

Kirsti Hunt
Patricia Farrell

Sheri Scavone, CEO
Suzanne D'Amico, Director of Development
Ayana West- Durwald, Women's Economic Mobility
Coordinator
Hannah Leslie, ALL IN Coordinator
Mara Montante, Knowledge Management
Coordinator
Ashley Tombolesi, Communications & Development
Coordinator
Shannon Holfoth, Communications Consultant

Breauna Crumpler
Candace Darby
Patricia Farrell
Ellen Grant
Kirsti Hunt
Anne Joynt



Building a strong foundation for future generations

Peggy Balbach*
Ann Evanko
Sue Gardner

Patricia Garman*
Marsha Henderson

Gail Johnstone*
Arlene Kaukus

Sally Marks
Anne Saldanha

Tricia Semmelhack
Therese Vita

*In Memoriam



SAVE THE DATE

VISIT     wnywomensfoundation.org    |    EMAIL     suzanne@wnywfdn.org
For More Information:

May 29, 2026 @ University at Buffalo

Elevate Your Skills,
Amplify Your Network,

Empower Your Community!

Over 900
Attendees
Last Year!

NEW LOCATION!
UB Center for

the Arts



FUEL WOMEN’S
LEADERSHIP!

FUEL WOMEN’S
LEADERSHIP!

Your gift to the Gail Johnstone Scholarship Fund
directly supports READY, SET, LEAD! participation

and sets future leaders up for success.

RSL is a data-driven program that recognizes the gender gap in
leadership, facilitates career, personal, and community development

for women and gender minorities in the first five years of their careers.

Support Women!

https://givebutter.com/c/WSMO2025


Strong Women. Stronger Community.Strong Women. Stronger Community.

@wnywomensfoundation

@WNY_Women's_Foundation

@WNYWomensFndn

Follow the WNYWF!

Make a donation to
support Women in
your community:

Donate Today!

https://wl.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E154272&id=4

