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	The Makaton sign for this half term is to Share 
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	REMINDER-Names in Clothes

Please ensure your child’s name is in ALL the items they bring to nursery.  THIS INCLUDES ALL LUNCH CONTAINERS (No sibling names either please).
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	STEM-Science Experiment: Make your own Rain Cloud

	What you will need-

A CLEAR wide mouth jar
You can also do this in a series of cups, one for each colour. 

Food Colouring – Water based in the squeezable droppers is easiest

Shaving Cream

Water
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	Directions

1.Start by filling your container about 3/4 full of water.

2.Add shaving cream at the top to create the cloud.

3.Now add the food colouring by dropping it onto your cloud.

4.Watch for your rainbow rain to start falling as your clouds fill with liquid.

Shaving Cream Rain Cloud Science

Clouds are formed from water vapour that forms into droplets in the sky. These droplets gather together, until they become so heavy that they fall down to the Earth as rain (or snow if it’s cold).

The rain falls due to gravity and is part of the water cycle.

In this experiment our rain is the food colouring which is a water based. As we add it to our shaving cream cloud, the cloud swells with liquid just like a cloud until it becomes so heavy it falls into our water below.



	Pasta collage-Make an Animal 
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	What you will need-

Lots of different shapes of pasta
Glue

Paper

You can paint the pasta when it’s dry too!

	Recipe-Strawberry Watermelon Slush

	What you will need-
1/3 cup lemon juice

1/3 cup sugar

2 cups cubed watermelon

2 cups of Strawberries

2 cups ice cubes
	   Directions
Place first 4 ingredients in a blender. Cover and blend until smooth. Add ice then blend again until slushy. Serve immediately.
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	Phonics Activity- Kim’s Game
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	What you will need-

5/10 different smallish objects e.g., a Lego brick, a coin, a spoon
Large cloth

Tray 

Directions

Place 5 random small objects on a tray. Have your child look at them for 10 seconds, cover with a cloth, then they close their eyes while you remove one. Can they listen to the clues and remember which object is missing?
Extend how many objects are on the tray if they seem confident with 5.

	Forest School Activity- Leaf Crown
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	Directions

1. To make the crown, cut a strip of card 10cm wide and measure it around your head to make sure that it is long enough. Put the piece of card on a flat surface and using the double-sided sticky tape place a line of tape in the middle along the whole length of the card.

2. Go out into your garden or for a walk in your local park and look for lovely petals and leaves that have fallen to the ground.

3. Take the top layer of the sticky tape away so that it feels sticky to touch and design and decorate your crown by placing petals and leaves on to the card. Leave a space at each end with no petals and leaves, so that you can stick the ends together when you have finished.

	Phonics activity – Tony Train
Alliteration is a repetition of the same sound i.e. Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

	What you will need-

A variety of different animals

A toy train
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	Directions
Tony Train! Tony Train! (With train arm actions)
What did you see today? (With hands like spectacles)
Then look secretly in the bag and pick an animal.

Give alliteration clues!

Say things like ‘This animal is sssslippery! It is sssslimy. It is sssscaly! What do you think it is?’

Let them guess what it might be. Show them the snake, and repeat some of the ‘s’ words, really emphasizing that ‘s’ sound.

Then try another animal, for example, ‘This animal is llllovely. It is llllaughing. It’s a lion!’

An extension of this game is, can they make up their own words?

Also, can they remember which animal is ‘lovely and laughing’ when all the animals are out of the bag?

	Bubble Wrap Strawberries 
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	What you will need-

Bubble wrap 

Red and green paint

Paper

Paint brush

Directions
1.Using a template, draw and cut out a strawberry from white card
2.Paint the bubble wrap on the bubbly side, red at the top and green at the bottom

3.Place the bubble wrap, paint side down onto the strawberry and apply light even pressure

4.Peel the bubble wrap off and leave to dry

	Recipe-Make Healthy Turkey Burgers

	What you will need-

· 450g minced turkey / vegetarian mince
· 1 small onion, very finely chopped

· 1 carrot, grated

· 50g sweetcorn

· 2 teaspoons dried mixed herbs

· 1 pinch ground black pepper

· 4 standard burger buns, cut in half

· 2 handfuls lettuce leaves

· 8 tomato slices


	
[image: image12]

	Directions

1.Preheat the grill to a medium-high heat. Put the turkey meat, onion, carrot, sweetcorn and herbs into a large bowl. Season with some pepper and mix together – you can do this with your hands if you like.

2.If you like things spicy, add a pinch of chilli powder to the burger mixture. Grill the burgers for 12 to 15 minutes, turning them over once, until browned and cooked through. Remove from the grill and let rest for a couple of minutes.

3.While the cooked burgers are cooling, lightly toast the burger buns under the grill on the cut side only. Put some lettuce on the bottom halves and place the burgers on top. Add 2 slices of tomato onto each one and cover with the top half of the bun.

Use vegetarian mince to make these meat-free.

	Updates from Alison

Waterproof Donations

As many of you know, we are currently revamping our outdoor play area and are committed to ensuring children can enjoy outdoor play in all weathers.

To help keep children's own coats clean and dry, we will be encouraging the use of waterproof overalls whenever conditions require them.

If you are able to donate a set of waterproofs for this purpose, we would be extremely grateful.

 Please don't worry if this isn't possible, as we will be purchasing sets ourselves. However, any contributions from families would be very much appreciated and will help us ensure we have enough for everyone.

Please use this link for an example of the type of waterproofs we are looking for. It doesn’t have to be these, this is only an example, and they do not have to be new! The waterproofs on this link only start @ 3-4 we could really do with smaller sizes to.

https://www.decathlon.co.uk/p/mp/result-kids-waterproof-jacket-trouser-suit-navy/db25ceda-16fd-4f61-a7bc-676f12279082/c145

Drop-Off Times

A gentle reminder that children should be dropped off promptly, particularly for our 9:00am sessions.

We have recently experienced several situations where parents have been caught by the school's gate-locking times. We appreciate this can be frustrating, especially on lovely mornings when children are enjoying time on the MUGA before coming into nursery. However, we must work within the school's arrangements and ensure all nursery families have left the school site by 9:05am.

This means that children should be dropped off and any messages passed to staff, or arrangements made for a later conversation, before this time.

If you regularly find yourself rushing at 9:00am, please speak to us. Where spaces allow, we may be able to change your booking to an 8:30am start, giving both you and your child more time to settle into the day without feeling under pressure.

Working Party – Saturday 13th June

Our next outdoor area working party will take place on Saturday 13th June and everyone is welcome.

Children are welcome to come along, and all abilities and skill sets are appreciated. Whether you're helping with digging, building, planting or simply keeping the tea and coffee flowing, every contribution makes a difference.

Our main jobs for the day include:

· Clearing the remaining debris from the first working party (we've ordered a much bigger skip this time!).

· Put up a simple fence, inc. a gate, to act as a safety area between the main gate into our play area and the play area itself. 

· Preparing our new growing area for flowers, fruit and vegetables.

· Building planters and getting some planting underway.

· Continuing work on the slide mound, including improving stability and reducing soil erosion.

· Spreading bark chippings and allocating the remaining decorative stones.

If time allows, we'd also love to:

· Build a new mud kitchen for the main garden.

· Create a quiet reading and relaxation area near the pond.

· Begin relocating the sandpit to its new home behind the tree.

Thank you to everyone who has already contributed their time and energy to the project. The children are already enjoying the changes, particularly the slide mound, and we're excited to keep building on what has been achieved so far.

Room Changes for September

Due to the number of children in certain age brackets expected in September, we are currently planning a temporary swap of the spaces used by our 2-Year-Old Room and 3+ Room.

The larger room will be used by our 2-year-olds, while the 3+ children will move into the space currently occupied by the 2-year-olds.

For families, the main change will be the entrance and collection arrangements:

· 2-Year-Old Room children will be dropped off and collected via the main entrance.

· 3+ Room children will be dropped off and collected via the garden entrance.

Everything else will remain exactly the same:

· Children will continue to be cared for by the same staff team.

· Room routines and daily experiences will remain unchanged.

· Resources will move with the children and continue to support the same age group.

We expect this arrangement to be temporary and anticipate it lasting no more than a couple of terms while numbers across the rooms rebalance.

We will share further details closer to September but wanted to give families advance notice. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak to a member of the team.
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