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Immanuel Lutheran Church

October is Pastor Appreciation Month! 

Dedication and rededication of Immanuel’s faculty: Donn Hempel, Elnora Burks, Carnita Nash, Jessica Coleman, Pastor Steve, Julie
Hadler (school board), Carrita Flie, Mike Hadler (elder), Kami Smith, Corie Woodruff

This month, we’re taking a little extra time to say “thank you” to
Pastor Steve for the many ways he serves our Immanuel family.

From Sunday worship and Bible study to hospital visits, prayers,
the food pantry, teaching religion, and all the moments in
between, ministry happens in countless ways, many of them
behind the scenes.

Help us celebrate Pastor Steve this month! Leave a note of
encouragement, share a favorite memory, or simply let him
know how his ministry has touched your life. 

Pastor, thank you for faithfully pointing us to Christ,
encouraging us in our faith, praying with and for us, and
walking alongside the congregation through both the joys and
challenges of life. We are grateful for your leadership, your
heart for people, and most of all, your dedication to sharing
God’s Word.

“And we urge you, brothers and sisters… to hold them in the
highest regard in love because of their work.” 1 Thessalonians
5:12–13
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A LIFE OF FAITH,
SERVICE & COMMUNITY
For Corinne Hein, Immanuel
Lutheran Church has truly been
home for more than 50 years.
Corinne has been a member of
Immanuel since 1974, first
coming to the church through
the school. Over the years, both
the church and school have
become an important part of
her life and her faith journey.

What makes Immanuel feel like
home to Corinne is   “the caring
Christian community of the
church and school.” She
especially enjoys   serving  and   
being part of the church
community, find great joy in the
opportunity to serve others.

Corinne is active in church
ministry,  serving both the Day
School Commission and the
Food Pantry. Looking ahead, she
would love to see a women’s
Bible study return to Immanuel
and is excited to see the school
growing and is  looking forward
to celebrating ICA’s 175th
anniversary next fall.

One of the most meaningful
parts of Corinne’s faith journey
has been recognizing how God
places people in our lives
exactly when we need them.
She remembers Ken Becker,
who was principal when her
daughter, Laura attended
school. She is reminded of the
caring, loving people who were
there during the hard times,
especially after the loss of her
daughter, Sarah in 1983  and loss
of her husband, Bob in 2010, but
also the happy moments:
baptisms, confirmations,
graduations,     and      marriages

Corinne says her faith
encourages her in everyday life
by reminding her how God
works things out and provides
answers to all the questions
when she surrenders to His will.  
Her favorite Bible passage is
found in John 11:25–26 (NIV):
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the
resurrection and the life. The
one who believes in me will live,
even though they die; and
whoever lives by believing in me
will never die.’” 

Her faith is lived out not only in
what she believes, but also in
her willingness to serve and be
present for others.

When Corinne isn’t serving at
Immanuel, she enjoys reading,
playing the piano, walking, road
trips, eating out, and most of all,
spending time with her
grandchildren. 

There are also a few things
about Corinne that might
surprise you! She attended a
one-room grade school in South
Dakota, was raised on a farm,
and, yes, she can milk a cow!

If she could take a special trip,
Corinne would love to visit the
national parks in Utah. Her
favorite season is fall, her
favorite holiday is Christmas,
and Christmas Eve is her
favorite Christmas tradition.
She enjoys visiting the Morton
Arboretum, loves the Rolling
Stones, and her favorite movie
is I Can Only Imagine 2. Her
favorite book is The Women,
and when it comes to cheese,
she chooses Swiss.

When asked what she is most
thankful to God for, Corinne’s
answer is simple and heartfelt:
her family and friends.

She hopes to bring her
friendship to the Immanuel
church family and would love to
see the congregation grow.

After more than five decades as
part of Immanuel, Corinne
continues to remind us that
faith is not just about attending
church, it is about serving,
building relationships,
recognizing God’s hand at work,
and being there for one another.
We are thankful for Corinne and
for the many ways she
continues to share her time,
talents, friendship, and faith
with the Immanuel family!

☕  Coffee or tea? Coffee!
🧂  Sweet or salty? Salty
☀️  Summer or winter? Summer
⚾   Cubs or Sox? Cubs!
🍰  Coffee hour favorite? Cake and pie
🍽️  Favorite restaurant? Anyways!
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GETTING THE MOST OUT OF YOUR
DAILY BIBLE READING 

708-562-5590

ilcpastor@immanuel-hillside.org

2317 S. Wolf Rd. Hillside.org

www.immnuel-hillside.org

IMMANUEL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Glorifying God.
Impacting the
Community.

Connect. Serve. Belong. Everything written in the Scriptures was written to teach us, in
order that we might have hope through the patience and
encouragement which the Scriptures gives. - Romans 15:4  As you
read the Bible each day, allow the Scriptures to speak to you. This
daily “dialogue “ between you and the biblical text will reveal new
understandings about God, and about yourself.

GIVING IS AN 
ACT OF WORSHIP
WHICH PLEASES
OUR HEAVENLY

FATHER.

“Each one must 
give as he has

decided in his heart,
not reluctantly or

under compulsion 
for God loves a
cheerful giver”

2 Corinthians 9:7

� 1 Daniel 1:1–21
� 2 Daniel 2:1–13
� 3 Daniel 2:14–23

� 4 Daniel 2:24–49
� 5 Daniel 3:1–18
� 6 Daniel 3:19–30
� 7 Daniel 4:1–18
� 8 Daniel 4:19–33
� 9 Daniel 4:34–37
� 10 Daniel 5:1–12

� 11 Daniel 5:13–31
� 12 Daniel 6:1–10
� 13 Daniel 6:11–28
� 14 Esther 2:1–23
� 15 Esther 3:1–15
� 16 Esther 4:1–17
� 17 Esther 5:1–14

� 18 Esther 6:1–13
� 19 Esther 6:14-7:10
� 20 Esther 8:1–17
� 21 Esther 9:1–19

� 22 Esther 9:20-10:3
� 23 Ruth 1:1–22
� 24 Ruth 2:1–23

� 25 Ruth 3:1–18
� 26 Ruth 4:1–22
� 27 James 1:1–27
� 28 James 2:1–26
� 29 James 3:1–18
� 30: James 4:1–17
� 31 James 5:1–20

Heavenly Father, 

As the leaves change and fall, teach me to let go of my worries and
rest in Your care. Pour out Your healing upon the sick, Your comfort
upon the sorrowful, and Your strength upon the weary. Let Your light
shine upon Your church, guiding every choice we make so that we may
walk in wisdom and love. 

The fellowship of prayer consists of caring people who pray daily for members in the
church. Members and their families will be listed in alphabetical order each month.
Please pray for both their known and unknown needs. School Families in italics.

1.The Afflack Family
2.The Ard Family 
3.Tina Alicia 
4.Ron & Barb Arndt
5.Susan Arnold
6.The Barden Family
7.The Barrett Family
8.The Beard Family
9.The Bell Family 

10.Jennifer Bettin 

11.Jeffrey Bettin 
12.Karen Bimler 
13.The Bishop Family 
14.Rob, Alicia & Sarah Blair  
15.Zachary & Ellie Blair
16.Jacob & Emily Blair 
17.Christine Bost 
18.The Bozzi Family 
19.The Brantley-Cruz Family 
20.The Brown Family 
21.The Burks Family 

22.The Burns Family 
23.The Cage Family 
24.The Carrera Family
25.Joe & Lisa Chioda 
26.The Coe Family 
27.The Coleman Family 
28.The Clue Family
29.The Czubernat Family 
30.Detrall Dearbone 
31.The Deombeleg Family 



.

Immanuel Lutheran Church Food Pantry Glorifies God by Impacting the Community

HILLSIDE, IL. — What began as a simple question about Immanuel Lutheran Church’s impact on
its community has grown into a thriving food ministry serving hundreds of local families and
partnering with churches and organizations throughout the region.

In 2016, Immanuel Lutheran Church in Hillside worked with Rev. Keith Haney of the Northern
Illinois District to develop its mission and vision. During the process, Rev. Haney asked the
congregation, “If your church ceased to exist today, would people in the community miss it?”

That question helped inspire Immanuel’s mission statement: “Glorifying God by Impacting Our
Community.” It also helped launch a community garden, which eventually became the
foundation for an even larger outreach effort.

Church member Jayne Siou became involved with the garden after retirement and began writing
grants to support the ministry. Her first successful grant provided $2,500 for tools and supplies.
Additional grants helped fund a greenhouse and other church and school projects.

When the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted the community garden and food insecurity increased,
Siou saw a greater need. “We must expand our food ministry to a food pantry,” she recalled.

During the pandemic, Siou wrote more than 40 grant applications, securing funding for shelving,
food and other necessities. As demand grew, Immanuel developed partnerships with food
pantries, churches, schools, food rescue organizations and Midwest Food Bank.

At one point, Immanuel helped distribute donated food among approximately 30 churches and
food ministries. Today, the pantry continues to work with organizations including Hope Lutheran
in Hillside, Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox in Westchester, Walther Christian Academy, St. John  
Montrose, St. Paul Oak Lawn, Immanuel Lutheran Des Plaines, Elmwood Park Community Church
and Ebenezer Christian Reformed Church in Berwyn.

Approximately 35 regular volunteers now help with the ministry’s monthly distribution.

Former Immanuel Christian Academy teacher Pat Pygman said the ministry provides just as
much to those serving as it does to those receiving assistance.

“It’s a wonderful, loving, caring, giving mission for everyone
including us. We’re serving the Lord in this capacity, and I’m 
happy to be a part of that.”
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FROM A SIMPLE QUESTION TO A
GROWING MINISTRY



The ministry has also strengthened
fellowship within the congregation.
Volunteers spend hours serving alongside
one another, building relationships while
meeting practical needs throughout the
community.

Immanuel’s first major community food
distribution took place in June 2020. At the
height of the pandemic, the ministry served
approximately 300 families each month.
Today, it serves about 175 families, with
roughly 100 attending the primary
distribution held on the second Saturday of
each month. Additional smaller distributions
are offered during the month.

The pantry does not limit assistance to
specific family types or require recipients to
prove their need.
“All we care about is that we can help people
who need food,” Siou said. “That’s our
mission.”
Former Immanuel Christian Academy student
and pantry volunteer Evan Nelson describes
his service as being “a small part of a big
thing.”

“I love giving back to everyone and seeing the
smiles on people’s faces and knowing that
they’ve got food and can go a little farther
and take care of a little more,” he said.

Rev. Steve Deombeleg, pastor of Immanuel
Lutheran Church, said the ministry
demonstrates what can happen when people
come together in service. 

What God has done and continues to do at
Immanuel is truly remarkable. Members and
friends of Immanuel are the heartbeat of this
ministry, and we are thankful for what God is
doing.”

The impact is perhaps best reflected in the
families themselves. After receiving
emergency assistance following a power
outage and flooding, one pantry recipient
contacted the church to express his
gratitude, sharing how excited his children
were to see favorite cereals and snacks
among the donated food.

He thanked the congregation and volunteers
for being “servants of the Most High” and for
providing for his family during a difficult
time.

For Siou and Immanuel’s many volunteers,
moments like that are the reason the ministry
continues.
To God be the glory.

Article source: Elisa Schulz, member of
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Hillside, and
staff writer, copy editor and photographer for
the Michigan District, LCMS.
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BY THE NUMBERS

In Kind Donations 
Food Rescued

13,100lbs 

Food Ministry 
Service Events

 7

Food Ministry 
Partners

 17

Families 
Served

123

STOCK THE SHELVES
Cranberry Sauce
Cream of Mushroom Soup
Stuffing Mix, 
Biscuit/Baking Mix
 Turkey Gravy.

HELP NEEDED:
Food Bank Unloading

Monday, Oct. 5, 4:45pm
Pantry Day 

Saturday, Oct. 10, 9:30am
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TEACHING WITH GRACE

Colossians 3:23: 
“Whatever you do, work at it with 
all your heart, as working for the

Lord, not for men.”

For nearly 20 years, on and off, Kameithia Smith has been helping
students learn, grow, and discover their potential. This year
marks her first as a member of the Immanuel Christian Academy
family, and she brings with her a love of teaching inspired by two
remarkable women: her grandmother, who was a teacher, and
her aunt, who recently retired after 40 years in education and
speech therapy.

One of Mrs. Smith’s favorite parts of teaching at ICA is her
morning routine, when students spend time journaling and she
has the opportunity to get to know them better. Her faith is at
the heart of the way she leads her classroom.

“My faith has taught me compassion,” she shares. “It allows me to
extend the same grace, patience, love, respect, and compassion
to my students that Christ shows to us.”

Mrs. Smith also encourages her students to grow in their faith
through poetry and journaling. As they write and reflect, she
challenges them to approach their thoughts and words with a
Christ-like perspective.

Although math is her favorite subject, she loves to teach language
arts. She is especially excited about a classroom event /project
happening later this year, but for now, she will only reveal that it
is a “holiday surprise.” She also hopes to bring one of her
students’ favorite traditions to ICA: taco parties!

Her students may be surprised to learn that Mrs. Smith is also a
minister!  Whether she is teaching, writing, or sharing her faith,
she strives to treat each student fairly and help them become the
person God has created them to be. For her, the best part of
being a teacher is simply “seeing them grow.”

Just for fun

Favorite Bible verses is
Colossians 3:23 / Proverbs
31:26
Favorite childhood subject:
Creative writing
Favorite drink: Tea—all kinds!
Favorite book besides the Bible:
Their Eyes Were Watching God
Dream destination: Greece
Favorite season: Autumn
Favorite treat: Vanilla or
strawberry ice cream
Favorite school event: School
plays
Favorite sports team: Green
Bay Packers
Favorite school supply: Hand
sanitizer
Her students make her smile
when: They follow directions
One word she hopes her
students use to describe her:
Fair

We are grateful to welcome Mrs.
Smith to the ICA family. May God
continue to bless her first year at
ICA as she shares her knowledge,
compassion, creativity, and faith
with her students!
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Buona Benefit Day
PTL Meeting Oct. 9

Trunk or Treat
Oct. 23

Pastor Appreciation
Chapel Oct. 21

ICA Events

Lou Malnati’s Benefit
Night Oct. 28 

8th Grader, Jessica Muskwe
loves learning, creating, and
spending time with her friends at
Immanuel Christian Academy.
Her favorite subject is math, and
if  she could be a teacher for a
day, that is exactly what she
would teach! Mrs. Woodruff  and
Jessica’s entire class always
make her smile, and she is
happiest when she is working
together with her friends.

Jessica is especially talented at
volleyball. In fact, volleyball is
both her favorite sport and one
of  her favorite school activities.
She also enjoys choir,
participating in the school
musicals, spending time with
friends at recess, and eating
ICA’s cheesy breadsticks for
lunch. Her favorite school event
is the Fine Arts Fest.

Faith is an important part of
Jessica’s experience at
Immanuel. Her favorite Bible
story is the entire story of  David.
While at ICA, Jessica has
learned that faith in God saves us
and gives us the assurance of  His          

forgiveness. She feels she can
serve God and others through
singing. 

When asked what she is most
thankful for. She says “that God
brought me to Immanuel!”  

“ICA is special to me because of
the support it gives.” 

Jessica’s friends would describe
her as smart and sometimes
quiet. She dreams of  learning
how to bake pastries and hopes to
become an actress when she
grows up. If  she could choose
any superpower, she would want
to read minds, and if  she could
have any animal as a pet, she
would choose a snow leopard! 

As Jessica completes her eighth-
grade year, we look forward to
seeing where God leads her next.
With her strong faith,
intelligence, creativity, and
many talents, we know she has a
bright future ahead. We are
proud to have Jessica as part of
the ICA family and cannot wait
to see all that she accomplishes!

Jessica’s Quick Favorites
Color: Blue
Snack: Pickles
Sport: Volleyball
Song: “The Perfect Pair”
by Beabadoobee
Book: Because of  Winn-
Dixie
Animal: Cats of  every
kind, big and small!
Cheese: Mozzarella
Family Activity: Going
out for dinner and
watching things
together!

FROM THE COURT TO THE STAGE

Hispanic Heritage Rep
Your Flag Day Oct. 8

Hispanic Heritage Day
Celebration Oct. 15



general@immanuel-hillside.org

STAY IN TOUCH

708-562-5580

2329 S. Wolf Rd. HIllside, IL 

www.icahillside.org
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RAISE RIGHT GIFT CARD FUNDRAISING

 “So then, just as you received Christ
Jesus as Lord, continue to live your
lives in Him, rooted and built up in

Him.” — Colossians 2:6–7

Fundraising is as simple as shopping and dining at your
favorite places RaiseRight works with your routine, not against
it. ICA earns money when you buy gift cards, shop online, dine
at participating restaurants, or book travel. Get started by
visiting RaiseRight.com/Enroll or download the RaiseRight
mobile app. Enrollment Code: 9D337C6F55761

Download the
Boxtop App

EARN CASH FOR IMMANUEL
For over 29 years, Box Tops for Education has given families an
easy way to earn for schools with products they already buy.
Today, you can find hundreds of participating products
throughout the store — and all you need is the Box Tops app.

What Students Say
I love ICA because of

the love and support I
receive from the staff. 

- 6  Grade Studentth

XC meet at Jeruselem Lutheran Morton Grove

Mrs. Burks, Ms. Flie and Mrs. 
Honey with the Super Fans 

Order forms in the Narthex. Orders Due October 15



For Kennedy Honey, Immanuel
Christian Academy was a place
to learn, grow, and build
friendships that continue today.
A member of ICA’s Class of 2022,
Kennedy spent seven years at
Immanuel before attending
Walther Christian Academy. She
is now a freshman at Concordia
University Chicago, majoring in
music.

Looking back, she remembers
Miss Winston as the teacher
who had the greatest lasting
impact on her for a simple but
meaningful reason: “Miss
Winston made school fun.” She
also credits Mrs. Woodruff’s
math instruction with preparing
her for high school and beyond
by making math easy to
understand. Weekly chapel
helped shape her faith and
strengthen her relationship with
God.

Her favorite ICA memories
include a trip to the UniverSoul
Circus and an end-of-school
celebration filled with games
and music in the parking lot. If
she could return to Immanuel
for just one day, that would be
her choice!
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ALUMNI: WHERE ARE THEY NOW ?           

Some of the most lasting gifts of
her years at ICA are her
friendships. Kennedy remains
close to Garionna, Jayla, Savion,
and Elysia. Her advice to current
students is to build strong
friendships now. She recognizes
that high school can bring new
challenges and that the
kindness students experience at
ICA is something special. Having
good friends beside you can
make navigating those changes a
little easier.

Kennedy is especially proud of
her musical accomplishments.
Most recently, she auditioned at
Concordia and earned first chair
on Alto Saxophone, a wonderful
achievement as she begins this
next chapter! When she isn’t
busy with school or music, she
enjoys painting.

Thank you, Kennedy, for sharing
your memories and reminding
us of the lasting importance of
faith, friendship, and caring
teachers. Your Immanuel family
is proud of you, and we pray
God’s blessings over your
studies, your music, and all that
lies ahead!

Friendships & First Chair: 
Spotlight on Kennedy Honey

Kennedy’s Favorites
School subject: Math
High school teachers:
Mr. Benke and Miss
Rose
Food: Spaghetti
Cheese: American
Worship song:
“Praise” by Elevation
Worship, a favorite
from Walther chapel
Movie:The Lord of the
Rings
TV show: Avatar: The
Last Airbender

As long as I'm
breathing

I've got a reason to
Praise the Lord

Kennedy at Walther’s Jazz Band BHM Program

Kennedy and Garionna in Miss Winston’s classroom





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Happy Birthday!

01 - Charlie
Johnson
03 - Thomas
Skinner

07 - Damari
Harrison
08 - Ricky
Thomas III
09 - Ed Mulvihill
10 - Azariah
Coleman

16 - Ahnne and
Joshuah Barrett
15 - Susan Redis
21 - Jacob Blair
27 - Julie Hadler
27 -Doretha
Brown

27 - Coach Burks
28 - Steven
Deombeleg
(pastor’s son)
29 - Jessica
Muskwe

1 2

4:30 VB Game
AWAY 
Morton Grove

3

4

9:30 Worship
with H.C. 
10:30 Coffee
Hour
11:15 Bible Study

5

VB Practice

6

Buona Beef
Benefit Day
5pm PTL
Meeting
5pm Day School
Commission
Meeting

7

9:30 Chapel
2:15pm VB
Practice
2:15pm Staff
Meeting
7:30 Adult Choir

8

Hispanic
Heritage Rep
your Flag Day.

9

4pm Pink Out
Volleyball Game

7pm Adult
Volleyball

10

11am Food
Pantry

11

Scrip Order Due
9:30 Worship
10:30 Coffee
Hour
11:15 Bible Study

12

No School

13

4pm VB Game
HOME 

14 

9:30am Chapel
XC Meet @ WCA
7:30pm Adult
Choir

15 - Hispanic
Heritage Day
Celebration

Affy Tapple
Orders Due

6pm Elders
Meeting

16
No School 
Teacher In

Service

17

18

9:30 Worship
with H.C. 
10:30 Coffee
Hour
11:15 Bible Study

19

VB Practice

Pastor Away @
Conference

20

4pm Volleyball
Game AWAY
Itasca

Pastor Away @
Conference

21  
9:30am Pastor
Appr. Chapel
2:15pm VB
Practice
7:30pm Adult
Choir

22 23
4pm Trunk or
Treat 
7pm Adult
Volleyball

24

25
Reformation
Sunday
9:30 Worship
10:30 Coffee
Hour
11:15 Bible Study

26

VB Practice

27

4pm Volleyball
Game  AWAY
Elmhurst

28

9:30am Chapel
4pm  Lou
Malnati’s 
7:30pm Adult
Choir

29 30

Career Day

Affy Tapple
Delivery

Volleyball Game
Athletes vs.

Parents 

31

Reformation
Day

OCTOBER
2026
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