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2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come.”  Aren't you glad, aren't you thankful 
that we have been made NEW because of Christ! I’m 
thankful that we don't have to live in the past, our sin that 
separated us from God has been forgiven. We are NEW in 
Christ! Yes I’m grateful but I’m still brokenhearted for 
those that have yet to repent and receive Him! Praise God 

for 2024 but let’s pray for an even better 2025! 
 

#1. The 2024 Annual Church Profile (ACP) from the churches has been finalized 

and here is a quick summary of The Lord’s blessings… 
Baptisms 
• This year our churches reported 462 baptisms, that's two consecutive years of 
400+ baptisms.  We’ve not done that in fifteen years!  
• We had 54 churches turn in an Annual Church Profile and 11 reported 0 
baptisms. The number of churches reporting 1 or fewer baptisms has decreased 
again this year. 
Worship 
• In 2024 the FCBA churches reported 6,545 in average weekly worship 
attendance. That's an increase of 6% over last year. 
Sunday School/Small Groups 
• In 2024 our churches reported 3,914 in average weekly Sunday School/Small 
Group attendance. This is a small increase over last year!  
God is blessing in so many ways. Lets keep our eyes on Him and be faithful to the 
mission He has given to us. 
 

#2. Our next DLife Group starts on Tuesday, February 4th. In a recent survey of 

1,000 pastors, 63% said their biggest need is for additional training in how to 
make disciples.  Most ministry leaders understand that the hallmark of a healthy 
church is how many members are intentionally sharing Christ with others and 
then guiding those new converts into deeper faith in God. 
 

We have something to assist you and your church with this great need. Every 
year we have a small group that goes through a process of disciple making that 
can be used in your church. It’s DLife and it's working in churches in Rome/Floyd 
County as well as all over the world!  It is a proven disciple-making process based 
on the way Jesus made disciples. The new group is for anyone and it’s not limited 
to just pastors. This group will have no more than fifteen members. The goal of 
this group is for the participants to multiply and begin a group in their church.   
                                   (continued on pg. 2) 

Tim’s Top Three 

What’s INSIDE 

 1)  Praying 

2)  Reaching 

3)  Discipling 

4)  Going 

5)  Caring 

6)  Growing 

7)  Training 

8)  Giving 

9)  Next Gen 



(continued from page 1)     
There is more information about the NEW DLife group in this newsletter. I hope that you will join me. 
 

#3. We have a great opportunity coming to Rome/Floyd County. The Lifeway Groups Essential Conference will 

be hosted by Sherwood Church April 14-15.  This seminar will help you to revitalize your Sunday School/Small 
Group Bible study ministry. It is a FREE two-day event! You’ll hear…  
• principles for growing healthy Bible study groups 

• best practices for enlisting and training workers  
• the eight signposts that indicate group members are growing as disciples 

• and much more! 
Plus, participants will develop a plan of action they can implement upon returning to their churches. The 
sessions are led by Ken Braddy, Lifeway’s Director of Group Ministry. Registration is limited to 40, so sign up 
soon or you’ll miss it. Who Should Attend? This conference is ideal for Sunday School or group ministry 
directors, pastors, ministers of education (and similar positions), especially those who have been serving in their 
role for five years or less. 
 

To register by phone, call 800-254-2022 or online at www.lifeway.com/en/events/group-essentials. The 
conference is free and will include dinner on the first day, lunch on the second day along with snacks. 
Transportation, lodging and other meals are not included. 
 

If I can be of service to you or your church please don't hesitate to contact me. I love serving the Lord and I'm so 
blessed to be serving with you in Rome & Floyd County.   
 

Remember our mission is…“encouraging and equipping pastors and people to do the great commandment 
and the great commission” and our nine priorities are…“praying, reaching, discipling, going, caring, growing, 
training, giving, and the next gen”. 

Page 2 

Tim’s top three (continued) 

If you’re anything like me, you’re walking into this new year with lots of expectations for yourself. Your mind is 
swirling with a lengthy list of things you want to do better. With that, there are also things you’ve never done 
before that you want to accomplish. Most of these things are good things. Our desire to please Jesus motivates 
us to do better. I certainly don’t want to discourage you from pursuing anything on your mental list. There is 
much work to be done in our homes, families, and churches. However, you may already feel fatigued about 
what is to come before you even get started! Remember this for 2025 whether you’re a pastor, deacon, leader, 
or layperson. We’ll never rest in completing OUR work for God, but we can always rest in the completion of 
GOD’s work for us. 
 

We can rest easy in Jesus. I have to constantly remind myself that I don’t have to prove myself to Him. He is 
able to make up for the insufficiency in my work for him. Knowing this truth gives us the freedom to work with 
more passion knowing that the Kingdom doesn’t rise and fall on our individual successes and failures. I pray for 
all our churches as we walk into 2025 together that we can share the good work of spreading the good news to 
all who will hear!  
 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of 
believers.” - Galatians 6:9-10 NIV 
 

Peace of Christ, 
Eric Whelchel, First Baptist Church - Lindale  (bige@fbclindale.org) 
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Georgia Baptist Mission Board Executive Committee Report 
First Baptist Church, Jonesboro, Georgia 

December 10, 2024 
 
Dear Floyd County Baptists, 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to serve on your behalf as a part of the Executive Committee of the 
Georgia Baptist Mission Board. On December 10, 2024, I attended the Executive Committee meeting at FBC 
Jonesboro. Please make note of the following highlights from this quarter’s meeting: 
 

- Camp Kaleo – A three-year agreement with Friends of Kaleo to continue operating the camp has 
been signed. The agreement includes liability protections for the Georgia Baptist Mission Board 
from any and all future liability issues. We are excited to see the camp continue operation under 
this new leadership. 
 
- Organizational – We approved resolutions certifying Ty Salter as Chief Financial Officer and Andy 
Childs as Assistant Executive Director. 
 
- Financial – The Georgia Baptist Mission Board will finish the year in the black. We also approved 
the following recommendation from The Financial Services Committee: “The Executive 
Committee, under the leadership of our executive director, will conduct a comprehensive review 
of the current plan for facilities and that plan’s impact on the budget, ministry effectiveness, and 
limitations to long term viability of budget and ministry.” 
 
- Baptist Collegiate Ministries Properties – Five BCM properties remain under contract for 
redevelopment with CCI. We have terminated contracts with CCI concerning the Georgia State and 
West Georgia properties, since these are not viable redevelopment options. The Georgia State 
property is on the market for sale, and we have requested a broker’s opinion of value for the West 
Georgia property. Please note: This does not mean that BCM will become inactive on these 
campuses. An alternative, less facility dependent, approach to ministry has been undertaken. 

 
If you have any specific questions about any of these issues, please let me know, and I will do my best to 
answer them to the best of my ability. 
 
By His Grace, 
Jarrod Kinsey 
Pastor at FBC Cave Spring, FCBA Representative 
Phone:  706-777-3566 
email:  jarrod@cavespringbaptistchurch.com 

GEORGIA BAPTIST MISSION BOARD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 
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Beginning this month we are changing our Ministers' Meetings. Our start time will be 10:30am, we will be 
hosted by one of our churches and following the Ministers’ Meeting we will announce which area restaurant 
we will be going to for lunch. This will be a “Dutch-treat” outing unless otherwise announced. All pastors and 
ministerial staff members (full-time, part-time, bi-vocational, or retired) are invited to attend our regular 
Ministers’ Meetings. Here’s What’s Coming Up: 
 

*  Thursday, January 16th 10:30am at Fellowship Church 314 Burnett Ferry Road, SW Rome, GA 30165. Our 
guest speaker will be Dr. Steve Parr. In forty plus years of ministry Dr. Parr has assisted 
thousands of churches in strengthening their ministries by motivating and training 
leaders through seminars, conferences, preaching, and personal consultations. Steve has 
served with distinction in local churches as a staff member as well as the interim pastor 
of fifteen congregations.  He is a graduate of Shorter University, has a Master of Divinity 
Degree in Christian Education from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, and a 
Doctor of Ministry degree from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.  He served 
on the Georgia Baptist Mission Board team for many years leading in the areas of Bible 
Study leader training, Evangelism, Next Gen Ministry, and ultimately on the Executive 

level providing leadership of a staff of over 175. He recently retired as the Executive Director of the Gwinnett 
Metro Baptist Network and began a new role at Georgia Baptist as the “Evangelism Strategy Director”. 
 

He will be sharing about his latest research, “When They Stray”. We've all got parents and grandparents in our 
churches  asking, “I have an adult daughter or son who is out of church, how do I get them back?” As a pastor 
or ministerial staff member that may be your situation too! In a new FREE online resource from Steve Parr 
entitled "When They Stray" you'll hear some answers! This 4-part series is based on a national study of adults 
who grew up in church but became disconnected from the church for a year or more as an adult before 
making their return. You'll learn what churches did, what God did and what's working in people's lives to get 
them back into church. 
 

*  Thursday, February 13th 10:30am at Woodlawn Baptist Church 1649 Cartersville Highway SE Rome, GA 
30161. Our guest speaker will be Keith Ivey. Since 1999, Keith has served as the 
Missions Consultant for the Georgia Baptist Mission Board. Prior to coming to the 
GBMB he served as the Associational Missionary in Northeast Georgia, Director of the 
Georgia Mountain Resort Ministries, and pastored several churches in Georgia and 
Louisiana.  
 

Keith will be introducing the Missional Outreach Leader Training (MOLT). Only 5% of 
Georgia Baptist churches have a staff member that leads missions. That means the 
vast majority are led by the senior pastor or a volunteer. Yet only 14% of Georgia 
Baptist churches have a volunteer that carries the task of carrying the missions 
banner. In most cases, that means someone is planning missions trips. Developing missional outreach leaders 
through a pipeline is essential to every church's effective focus and pursuit of sharing the gospel with the 
world. We come alongside passionate pastors and churches who desire to develop leaders for the purpose of 
accomplishing the Great Commission. He will introduce the process of helping our churches improve our 
missional outreach. You’ll be encouraged to enlist a person or team. We’ve got follow up sessions planned to 
train these new mission outreach leaders. Keith will meet with these new leaders via ZOOM on Thursdays for 
six weeks. Here’s the schedule… 
March 13th 2:00-3:30pm or 7:00-8:30pm  March 20th 2:00-3:30pm or 7:00-8:30pm 
March 27th 2:00-3:30pm or 7:00-8:30pm  April 3rd 2:00-3:30pm or 7:00-8:30pm 
April 10th 2:00-3:30pm or 7:00-8:30pm  April 17th 2:00-3:30pm or 7:00-8:30pm 

 

MINISTERS’ MEETINGS 
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*  Thursday, March 13th 10:30am at Northside Church 75 N Floyd Park Road Rome, 
GA 30165. Our guest speaker will be Dan Owens. Dan is the president/founder of the 
Owens Financial Group, Inc. from right here in Rome! You can read more about Dan 
and his company on their website www.owensfinancialgroup.net. Last year Dan 
spoke to our youth pastors and we knew then he needed to speak to ALL our 
ministers! His topic is “Minister’s Taxes and Finances”. This is a subject we all need 
help with so please encourage all pastors and ministers to attend. Plus we’ll have 
some giveaways from Guidestone. 
 
 
Thursday, April 17th 10:30am at Mt. Alto Baptist Church 1915 Huffaker Road Rome, GA 30165. The gathering 

will not have a guest speaker but rather will be led by one of 
our own pastors. The focus of the gathering will be sharing 
with each other and praying. In the survey that we did with 
our pastors/ministers, this was mentioned several times so 
we’ve done what you’ve asked for. This will be a special time 
for continued relationship building and caring for each other. 
ALL pastors and ministers are encouraged to attend this very 
special gathering. 
 

 
REMEMBER our start time is 10:30am so please don't be late! ALSO REMEMBER that following the Ministers’ 
Meeting we will announce where we will be going to for our “Dutch treat” lunch.  
 

The goal of the Ministers’ Meetings is inspiration and information. We always have a great time of 
fellowship and encouragement!  

MINISTERS’ MONTHLY MEETINGS (continued) 

 

 
These gatherings are for minister’s wives to come 
together and share their load with one another; 
to encourage one another and to fellowship.   
 

This group meets on the 3rd Monday of the 
month.  Below are the gathering dates for 
January - April 2025.   
 

January 20th 
February 17th 

March 17th 
April 21st 

 

Please keep an eye on the FCBA Facebook page 
and if you would like to be added to the Ministry 
Wives’ Facebook Messenger group, please 
contact Ashley Bowden at Mount Alto Baptist 
Church (706-232-6222). 

MINISTRY WIVES’ FELLOWSHIPS 

https://www.owensfinancialgroup.net/
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It’s time to start a new DLife Group. This group is for anyone interested in making disciples and/or helping 
their church to have a stronger disciple making process. You may be interested in being in the group or maybe 
there is someone from your church that should be in the group. This is a great way to strengthen the disciple 
making efforts in your church! 
 

The DLife discipleship group will have no more than fifteen members. In this group we encourage one another, 
discuss the Bible, and pray together. The DLife Group is both fun and fruitful. The goal of this group is for the 
participants to multiply and begin a group in their church.   
 

In this 13-week process, we will use the D-Life Legacy and Leadership Track, through which we will disciple 
one another and be introduced to a simple, biblical, and reproducible disciple-making process. Topics will 
include: The Disciple-Making Leader, The Praying Leader, The Story-Telling Leader, The Servant Leader, The 
Ministry Leader, The Missional Leader, The Bold Leader, The Encouraging Leader, The Worshiping Leader, The 
Humble Leader, The Confident Leader, and The Multiplying Leader. 
 

The material will be easy to use.  Every day you’ll have one Bible chapter to read and write a quick 
response.  When the group gathers, we will discuss one of the readings from the week.  Also, each week 
someone in the group will lead the prayer time, paraphrase the scripture, read the passage and lead the 
discussion time. There is no cost involved. Yes FREE! We will meet weekly at 8:00 am on Tuesdays. 
 

You are invited to be in the group but if you can’t consider encouraging someone from your church to be in 
the group. Please reply if you or someone from your church will be joining the discipleship group. The 
deadline is Thursday, January 23rd.  You can call the FCBA office at 706.291.0904 or email to 
fcbadom@gmail.com. The first group meeting will be on TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4th. We will meet every 
Tuesday morning at 8:00 am. We will begin on Tuesday February 4th and conclude on Tuesday May 20th.  The 
expectation is for the participants to attend all sessions, complete the daily/weekly assignments, and 
participate in the weekly group gatherings. Remember this will be a small group of no more than 15 members.  

DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING 

mailto:fcbadom@gmail.com
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Kids ministry roundtable Lunch & Learn 
On Thursday, January 23 from 12:00 - 1:30 pm Amy Harris Burney will be our guest speaker  She will be here 
to fill us in about resources the Georgia Baptist Mission Board has to help set kids’ ministries up for a great 
year!  You will also have a chance to network with area kids ministry leaders to share ideas.  Register by 1/16 
by calling the FCBA office at 706-291-0904 or emailing fcbaoffice@gmail.com.  
 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?  If you lead the ministry of your church for children ages birth through 5th grade, then 
you need to be at this gathering!  If you cannot make it, please make sure another leader from your church is 
in attendance. 
 

Amy Harris Burney is the northern regions Kids Ministry Consultant for the Georgia Baptist 
Mission Board and she also serves as the Director of Preschool Ministry at Tabernacle Baptist 
Church in Cartersville. She is an expert when it comes to leading Kids Ministry. She is a 
graduate of UGA and while working in the business world and serving as a volunteer in kids 
ministry, answered God’s call sixteen years ago. She loves to encourage and equip 
volunteers, parents, and other ministry leaders to share Jesus with kids in fun, meaningful 
ways. Amy has trained kids ministry leaders, taught VBS conferences and Sunday School 
training for churches in Georgia and throughout the south.  

2025 Vacation bible school training 
 

Date: Saturday, March 15, 2025 
Location: First Baptist Church of Powder Springs  Address: 4330 North Ave, Powder Springs, GA 30127-2210 
 

Prepare for VBS by attending this year’s VBS 2025 Training!  This is the best way to develop your volunteer 
team, gain valuable training, network with others, and build momentum and excitement for your VBS. This 
training is designed to equip your church leadership and volunteers to create an excellent, safe, and effective 
VBS for your church and community.  Whether you are using Lifeway’s MAGNIFIED curriculum or another 
curriculum, this training is for you!  You have two options from which to choose: 

 

Option #1: CHURCHES USING LIFEWAY CURRICULUM – $25 each; $30 at the door 
9:00 am: Registration, Breakfast & Tour of Rooms 
9:30 am: Worship Rally 
10:00 am: Base Level Classes (Directors, Music, Crafts, Preschool, 1st-4th Grade, Preteen, Youth & Adult) 
11:30 am: Round table discussions 
12:15 pm: Lunch 
1:00 pm: Breakout 1 
1:45 pm: Quick Snack Break 
2:00 pm: Breakout 2 
2:45 pm: Closing Session & Door Prizes 
3:00 pm: Dismiss 

 

Option #2: VBS TRAINING FOR EVERYONE (churches not using Lifeway VBS curriculum) – $15 each; $20 at the door 
11:00 am: Registration 
11:30 am: Round table discussions 
12:15 pm: Lunch 
1:00 pm: Breakout 1 
1:45 pm: Quick Snack Break 
2:00 pm: Breakout 2 
2:45 pm: Closing Session & Door Prizes 
3:00 pm: Dismiss 

 

The breakout sessions will offer topics such as; strategies for VBS outreach, decorating ideas, leading a child to Christ, 
navigating the unexpected at VBS, best practices for behavior management, effective follow-up strategies, creating a 
safe and secure campus and much, much more! 

 

Register at gabaptist.org     If you have any questions, contact Krista Staton at kstaton@gabaptist.org. 
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The Berry BCM is looking forward to the Spring Semester.  WE have two weekly meetings in addition to special 
events.  We have Worship, Prayer, and Bible study on Monday nights at 6:30 pm in the Krannert Student 
Center.  Last semester we studied Luke 1-10 and we anticipate completing the book of Luke this semester just 
in time for Easter 2025. 
 

On Wednesdays, we have a mid-week lunch at noon in the Krannert Student Center.  We have 8-10 churches 
that regularly bring food for about 25 students and provide a devotional.  If your church or Sunday School 
wants to be involved, please call the FCBA office at 706-291-0904. 
 

Please be in prayer for 6 Berry students and 2 adult leaders who have committed to spend their Spring break 
in Germany.  They will be partnering with IMB  missionaries to share the gospel with Persian immigrants. 
 

David Slocum, BCM Campus Minister  (email:  davidaslocum@gmail.com) 

Berry College BCM 

 

 
 

Happy New Year & Happy Snowstorm “25” 
 

Classes start back on January 13.  The BCM will have a welcome back fellowship/game night Monday evening.  
December was a missions highlight as 14 students and 3 leaders were on mission at South Side Baptist Church 
in Covington, KY.  This Southern Baptist church is in the inner city of Covington which is located across the 
Ohio River from Cincinnati, Ohio.  The dates for the mission trip were December 7-14.  WE worked with 
younger children on our first night, helping them to wrap gifts for their parents, telling them about the birth of 
Jesus and singing Christmas carols.  One of our students was able to share the Gospel with one of the 
children’s brothers and he accepted Christ!  Other highlights of the week were:  leading two worship 
opportunities with famili9es receiving food and presents, singing the “16” Days of Christmas, which included 
16 Cheese Coneys, sharing the Christmas story in drama form to 60 youth, and seeing some snow.  I hope to 
share some pictures at our next Executive Committee Meeting.  Speaking of missions, we will be sending two 
of our BCM leaders to the SendMeNow interview weekend at the end of January.  In March, a team of 8 will 
be on mission to Livingston, Montana to work with the Murphy’s who are serving with the Expedition Church.  
We also will be helping with a replant of a church in Big Timber.  The Murphy’s will be coordinating this 
replant. 
 

BCM is also on mission on our campus.  I will be leading our students to be agents of transformation on our 
campus.  Change is often desired but falls short.  The truth about significant soul transformation is that change 
is possible, but it is harder than we realized.  We try to do it ourselves.  We think it is a quick fix, but it is not.  I 
love this quote from “The Relational Soul”, “God is transforming us from a heart curved inward on itself to a 
heart that is more open to God & others.”  Is this not what Jesus was communicating when he responded to 
the lawyer who asked him, “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?  He said to him, “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”  And a second 
is like it:  “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.”  Matthew 22:36-40   This semester I am challenging our students to take notice of the change 
needed in their hearts and lives.  Real change requires more than willpower. We need to die to ourselves and 
follow Jesus!  Pray for that kind of change to take place on our campus. 
 

Grace & Peace, 
David Roland, BCM Campus Minister  (email:  droland@shorter.edu) 

Shorter University BCM 



January:  Calvary, Dykes Creek, Flint Hill, New Antioch, Vann’s Valley 

February:  New Armuchee, New Hope, Pleasant Valley North, Providence, Spring Creek, Victory 

March:  Cedar Creek, Desoto Park, McFall, New Prospect, South Broad, West Rome 

April:  Antioch, East Rome, Floyd Springs, Live Oak, Riverside, State Line, Three Rivers, Wilkerson Road 

May:  None 

June:  Armuchee, Community Chapel, Grace Fellowship, New Canaan, Pisgah, West End 

July:  Enon, Fellowship, Hill Crest, Mount Alto, Parkview, Pleasant Hope 

August:  Everett Springs, Fairview, Mount Carmel, Mount Tabor, Northside, Sunny Hill 

September:  Blue Pond, Park Avenue, Pleasant Valley South, Second Avenue, Sherwood Forest, Shorter Avenue 

October:  Bush Arbor, First Baptist Cave Spring, Friendship, Hollywood, The Refuge, Woodlawn 

November:  First Baptist Lindale, First Baptist Shannon, Lakeview, Primera Iglesia 

December:  None 

2025 church food drive SCHEDULE: 
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Church and community missions spotlight 
Each year the Floyd County Baptist Association transforms lives by providing a toy store for families in need.  I 
am thrilled to share that this year’s Christmas store brought joy to 185 children from 81 families thanks to your 
generous donations.  May God bless each one of you who contributed financially, volunteering your time, or 
helped families select gifts.  Your compassion is a testament to the love of Jesus! 
 

May God bless each of you! 
Cindy Brock, CCM Director  (email fcbaccm@gmail.com) 

 

Fcba ministry center needs: 
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2025 church financial conference 

March 6, 2025 
1:30-9:30 pm 

Cross Pointe Church  -  1800 Satellite Blvd NW  Duluth, GA 30097 
 

Georgia Baptist Foundation and Ministry Trust are excited to invite you to the annual Church Financial 
Conference in 2025 (CFC25). This conference is designed for pastors, church financial staff, and finance team 
members to participate in an annual overview of topics that promote stewardship and best practices for 
church well-being. This year, event attendees can customize their experience by attending the afternoon 
session, evening session, or a combination of both. There are seven breakout session topics you don't want to 
miss: 
 

*  Creating a Culture of Generosity in Your Church 
*  Church Management Software 101 
*  Gift Vehicles to Drive Your Ministry 
*  Church Bylaws and Incorporation for the 21st Century 
*  Understanding Church Endowment and Investments 
*  Best Practices for Digital Giving 
*  Payroll Do's and Don'ts 
 

For more information and to register, go to https://gbfoundation.org/cfc/# 
 

You can also call the Georgia Baptist Foundation office at: 770.452.8338  
or email them at: contactus@gbfoundation.org 

Evangelism listening session 
 

On Thursday, March 20th at 10:00am at Fellowship Church (314 Burnett Ferry Road, SW  Rome, GA  30165), 
Thomas Hammond, the Executive Director, and the GBMB Evangelism staff 
will be facilitating a LISTENING SESSION focused on evangelism, reaching our 
community with the Gospel and developing a statewide evangelism 
emphasis.  

 

You may remember that Thomas shared the vision/idea about us working toward a major 
statewide evangelism initiative in his report during the annual meeting of the Georgia 
Baptist Convention in November. He followed up by sharing with the Georgia Baptist 
Executive Committee and the GBMB staff in December. He also announced that the GBMB 
had contracted with Dr. Steve Parr, the recently retired Executive Director of the Gwinnett 
Metro Baptist Association, to lead this effort and serve as the “Evangelism Strategy 
Director”.  
 

Everyone is invited and there is no need to register or RSVP for this event. All pastors should attend and bring 
a friend to this LISTENING SESSION because Thomas and the GBMB Evangelism staff wants (and needs) to hear 
from you! Please make your plans to attend. If you have additional questions please contact the GBMB. 

https://gbfoundation.org/cfc/#
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Retool leadership development for pastors 

Retool is an event for pastors designed to equip you in your leadership. This event is FREE and includes lunch. 
 

Wednesday, April 2nd 
Tabernacle Baptist Church 31 Douglas Street  Cartersville, GA  30120 
10:30am-1:00pm w/ Dr. Jeff Iorg, the new president/CEO of the Southern 
Baptist Convention Executive Committee. Dr. Iorg was elected the eighth 
President and CEO of the SBC Executive Committee in March 2024.His previous 
service included 20 years as president of Gateway Seminary. While in that role, 
the seminary moved to a new campus in Southern California and significantly 
expanded its global impact—including starting innovative programs and 
expanding the endowment by more than $50 million.  
 

Before his tenure at Gateway Seminary, Iorg held various roles that shaped his 
career as well as the communities he served. As the executive director of the 
Northwest Baptist Convention, Iorg coordinated the cooperative work of more 
than 400 churches and increased annual Cooperative Program giving by 30%. 
His service in the Pacific Northwest began when he planted Pathway Church in 
Gresham, Oregon. Dr. Iorg’s early ministry leadership included serving as a children’s pastor in Texas and lead 
pastor of Green Valley Baptist Church in St. Joseph, Missouri. Iorg’s educational journey reflects his 
commitment to theological education and developing practical ministry skills. He is a graduate of Hardin-
Simmons University, Midwestern Seminary, and Southwestern Seminary. His doctoral studies were focused on 
evangelism and missions. Iorg is the author of eight books focused on biblical leadership, character 
development, leading through change, evangelism, and church health.  
 

Following lunch, Logos Bible Software will be providing a FREE 
introduction and training for any pastors wanting to learn more 
using this sermon and Bible study resource. This FREE introduction 
and training will take place 1:15-4:00pm at Tabernacle Baptist 
Church in Cartersville. If you’re not already familiar with it, Logos 

Bible Software is like having a seminary library, personal research assistant, and language tutor all bundled 
into one powerful platform. Time and time again so many pastors have said, “it saved me hours” about Logos 
Bible Software. 
 

For more information or to register, contact Loretta Crow the Events Coordinator with the Pastor Wellness 
team at the Georgia Baptist Mission Board. Her phone number is 770-936-5232 or you could email her at 
lcrow@gabaptist.org 
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Revitalize Your Sunday School/Small Group Bible Study Ministry 
The Sunday School/Small Group Essentials Conference is a 
FREE two-day event that equips participants to revitalize their 
Bible study ministries by learning: 
• principles for growing healthy Bible study groups 
• best practices for enlisting and training workers 
• the eight signposts that indicate group members are   
   growing as disciples 
• and more! 
Plus, participants will develop a plan of action they can 
implement upon returning to their churches. 
 

The sessions are led by Ken Braddy, Lifeway’s Director of Group Ministry. Ken has more than 25 years of experience 
leading education ministries in the local church and has led two to become the fastest-growing churches in two different 
states. He is an author, blogger, and conference leader. 
 

Registration is limited, so sign up soon if you’re interested. Attendees receive a conference notebook, Bible, and three 
books related to Sunday School leadership—Breathing Life into Sunday School, Building a Disciple-making Ministry, and 
Breakthrough: Creating a New Scorecard for Group Ministry Success. During the conference, attendees will be given 
access to 17 different digital books and the accompanying plans to use in the church as training tools. 
 

Who Should Attend? This conference is ideal for Sunday School or group ministry directors, pastors, ministers of 
education (and similar positions), especially those who have been serving in their role for five years or less. 
 

April 14-15, 2025 in Rome, Georgia, at Sherwood Church 
 

To register by phone, call 800-254-2022 or online at www.lifeway.com/en/events/group-essentials. The conference is 
free and will include lunch on the second day along with snacks. Transportation, lodging and other meals are not 
included. 

Schedule 
Day 1 - Monday April 14 
12:30 p.m. Check-in 
1:00 p.m. Session 1: Welcome/ZOOM Exercise/Your ICONic Group Ministry 
1:45 p.m. Session 2: Why Groups Matter 
2:45 p.m. Session 3: The Purpose & Definition of Groups 
3:45 p.m. Break 
4:00 p.m. Session 4: Groups and the 8 Signposts of Discipleship 
5:00 p.m. Session 5: Starting New Groups 
6:15 p.m. Reflect & Respond 
6:30 p.m. Dismiss to dinner 

Day 2 - Tuesday April 15 
8:00 a.m. Coffee & Conversations 
8:30 a.m. Session 6: Creating a New Scorecard for Groups 
10:00 a.m. Break 
10:15 a.m. Session 7: Best Practices for Enlisting Group Leaders 
11:15 a.m. Lunch (provided) 
12:00 p.m. Session 8: Training Group Leaders 
1:15 p.m. Break 
1:30 p.m. Session 9: Curriculum as a Disciple-making Tool 
2:45 p.m. Break 
3:00 p.m. Session 10: Creating my Next Steps Plan 
3:45 p.m. Reflect & Respond 
4:00 p.m. Dismiss 

Sunday school/small groups training 

http://www.lifeway.com/en/events/group-essentials
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2025 disaster relief training dates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disaster Relief Introduction Training 
During the online registration at gabaptist.org/disasterrelief choose from one of the following: 

Chaplaincy     |     Cleanup & Recovery     |     Family Care     |     Feeding     |     Shower Units 

 

January 17-18, 2025 Church on Main - Snellville 

 

February 21-22, 2025 Central Baptist Church - Americus 

 

March 21-22, 2025  Southside Baptist Church - Savannah 

 

August 8-9, 2025  Dahlonega Baptist Church - Dahlonega 

 

September 12-13, 2025 Rosemount Baptist Church - LaGrange 

 

October 3-4, 2025  Northside Baptist Church - Valdosta 
 

 

Bringing help, hope & healing 
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Women’s missions and ministry 

#liveonmission 
 

Have you ever invented your own hashtag?  Maybe someone you know was getting married and you wanted to 
help them find all the pictures from the day by asking everyone to use a catchy hashtag, or maybe it’s how you 
organize pictures for your kids, or maybe there’s just a special event in your life that you wanted a hashtag to 
remember.  I made my own hashtag a few years ago.  #liveonmission seems to finds its way to several of my 
social media posts. 
 

When I was a little girl, I grew up surrounded by missions’ education.  First in Mission Friends, then in GA’s, and 
finally in Acteen, I certainly knew what it was to live on mission.  I heard about missionaries in Africa, and Asia, 
and even in places unknown. 
 

I was such a good student I completed every single book, all those projects, and even served as a state Acteen 
panelist as a teenager.  But did that mean I was actually living on mission? 
 

While I’m thankful for all those experiences and everyone who invested in me during those days, my 
#liveonmission days didn’t start until I was a bit older.  As I grew in my walk with the Lord and became a disciple 
of Jesus, I realized that living on mission is more than just completing a project in a book.  It’s living each day for 
the kingdom.  Living on mission is exactly what John meant when he wrote, “He must increase, I must 
decrease.” 
 

As FCBA Women’s Missions and Ministry leaders, we are seeking to assist the women in your church to live on 
mission as disciples for Jesus.  If we can assist you, or your church, in any way please do not hesitate to reach 
out and lets all #liveonmission! 
 

Lindsey McDonald, FCBA WMU leader 
Minister to Youth and Children at Second Avenue Baptist Church 
Phone:  706-232-3663   Email:  lindseymcdonald@sabcrome.com  

Women’s mission and Ministry Meet & Greet Event 
 



Georgia Baptist Evangelism Conference 2025 
Sunday, February 23, 2025 @ 5:00 pm through 

Monday, February 24, 2024 @ 1:30 pm 
Central Baptist Church   -  1120 Lake Joy Road,   Warner Robins, GA  31088-1301 

 

Keynote speakers include: 
Christian Norma, Associate Pastor, FBC Woodstock, Georgia 
Wayne Bray, Pastor FBC Simpsonville/Upstate Church, South Carolina 
Kie Bowman, Pastor Emeritus, Hyde Park Baptist Church, Austin, Texas 
Shane Pruitt, National Next-Gen Director of Evangelism NAMB, Alpharetta, Georgia 
 

A Lunch & Learn with Shane Pruitt is available to 225 people on Monday at a cost of $10 each. 
 

Schedule: 
Sunday, February 23     Monday, February 24 
5:00 pm - Breakout Session 1   8:00 am - Breakout Session 2 
6:00 - 8:00 pm - Main Session   9:00 am - Breakout Session 3 
       10:00 am - 12:15 pm - Main Session 
       12:30 - 1:30 pm - Lunch and Learn 
Deadline to register is February 19, 2025. 
 
If you have questions, please contact Jessica Purvis at jpurvis@gabaptist.org or call 770-455-0404. 

Evangelism conference 

Page 15 

Join our Facebook page 
One of the best ways to keep up to date with all that is going on in the 

Floyd County Baptist Association and in the churches of the Floyd County 

Baptist Association is to join our Facebook Group.  Take a moment to join 

us and then share it with others and invite them to join too!  Thank you!!! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/floydbaptist.org/ 
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Kids ministry Lunch & Learn 
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The Kids’ Ministry Summit is designed to gather children ministers from across the state for a special time of 
growth and retreat.  During our time we will worship together, learn from our speakers, network with each 
other, encourage one another, and get rejuvenated in our call for ministry. This is a two day event that you 
don’t want to miss. 
 

Jekyll Island Club Hotel 
371 Riverview Dr 
Jekyll Island, GA 

 

Cost:     $89 per person thru January 6, 2025; $129 per person beginning January 7, 2025 
For lodging, please contact Jekyll Island Club Hotel at 912-635-2600 and ask for the Kids Summit rate. 

 

Thursday, February 6 
1:00 PM – Registration & Fellowship 
1:30 PM – Large Group 
3:30 PM – Break 
4:00 PM – Large Group 
5:30 PM – Dismiss for Dinner (on your own) 
 

Friday, February 7 
9:00 AM – Large Group 
10:30 AM – Break 
11:00 AM – Large Group 
11:45 AM – Break for Lunch (on your own) 
1:30 PM – Large Group 
3:15 PM – Dismiss 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Krista Staton at kstaton@gabaptist.org or (770) 936-5224. 

Kids’ ministry summit 
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Pastor Wellness information 

  The following churches gave to missions through the FCBA general budget.  Thank you for your faithfulness! 

The budget need for January - December 2024 was $305,832.23.  The total given was $290,276.07, which left us 
$15,556.16 short of meeting budget for 2024. 

We encourage every member church to give to the missions and ministries of the FCBA. 

General Budget Contributions 

FCBA Contributing Churches  (January 2024 - December 2024) 

Antioch First Baptist - Lindale New Armuchee Sherwood 

Armuchee First Baptist - Shannon New Canaan Shorter Avenue 

Bush Arbor Flint Hill Northside Spring Creek 

Cedar Creek Floyd Springs Parkview State Line 

Community Chapel Friendship Pisgah Sunny Hill 

Dykes Creek Grace Fellowship Pleasant Hope Three Rivers 

East Rome HBC (Hollywood) Pleasant Valley North Vann’s Valley 

Enon Hill Crest Pleasant Valley South Wax 

Everett Springs Lakeview Providence West End 

Fairview Mount Alto Riverside West Rome 

Fellowship New Antioch Second Avenue Woodlawn 

First Baptist - Cave Spring    

 

Everything you need regarding Pastor Wellness can be found at gabaptist.org/ministries/pastor-wellness 
 
 

The Northwest Georgia Pastor Wellness Team 
Chris Reynolds, Lead Strategist (creynolds@gabaptist.org) or (770-570-8375) 
Craig Ward, Catalyst (cward@gabaptist.org) or (706-264-1050) 
Lauren Walker, Ministry Wives Mobilizer (lwalker.rep@gabaptist.org) or (662-251-2980) 

 

NEED HELP? The Georgia Baptist Crisis and Access Line (24/7) 1-800-715-4225 

Namb pastoral care line 
NAMB Pastoral Care Line 

1-844-PASTOR1 (1-844-727-8671) 

 

A free, confidential, dedicated helpline for pastors, ministers  

and their families. 

Trained, professional counselors are available every day from 

8am until 10pm (EST) 

http://gabaptist.org/ministries/pastor-wellness
mailto:creynolds@gabaptist.org
mailto:cward@gabaptist.org
mailto:lwalker.rep@gabaptist.org
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Ministry Assistant / church Secretary Luncheon 
 

Load the Truck for Georgia Baptist Children’s Home 
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Collide Youth Weekend 
 

 
Enon Baptist Church - Pastor: 
Enon Baptist Church, located at 3105 Turkey Mountain Road   Rome, GA 30161, is currently accepting resumes 
for Pastor. 
Resumes may be mailed to:  Enon Baptist Church - P.O. Box 565  Shannon, GA  30172 
or sent via email to:  johnnyrogers425@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Pisgah Baptist Church - Bi-Vocational Music Director: 
Pisgah Baptist Church, located at 5603 Alabama Highway, SW   Rome, GA 30165, is currently accepting resumes 
for their Bi-Vocational Music Director. 
Resumes may be mailed to:  Pisgah Baptist Church - P.O. Box 127  Coosa, GA  30129 
or sent via email to:  doorkeeper@comcast.net 
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Antioch:  Alex Jones, Pastor     4526 Big Texas Valley Road, NW • Rome, Georgia  30165 
Armuchee:  Lloyd Gilreath, Pastor     6648 Big Texas Valley Road, NW • Rome, Georgia  30165 
Blue Pond:  Dixon Holtzclaw, Pastor     1291 Morrison Campground Road • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Bush Arbor:  Buddy Carter, Pastor     1914 Fosters Mill Road, SW • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Calvary:  Gary Graves, Pastor     101 Broadus Road, NE • Rome, Georgia 30161 
Cedar Creek:  Chris Lodge, Pastor     3219 Fosters Mill Road, SW • Cave Spring, Georgia  30124 
Community Chapel:  Robert Boatner, Pastor     3773 Blacks Bluff Road • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Desoto Park:  Scott Lambert, Pastor      1107 Cave Spring Road, SW • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Dykes Creek:  Tony Cargle, Pastor     46 Dykes Creek Church Road • Rome, Georgia  30161 
East Rome:   _______________, Pastor     601 Cedar Avenue, SW • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Enon:   _______________, Pastor     3105 Turkey Mountain Road, NE • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Everett Springs:  Steve Drake, Pastor     2167 Everett Springs Road , NE • Armuchee, Georgia  30165 
Fairview:  Trey Stephens, Pastor     2348 Old Cedartown Road • Lindale, Georgia  30147 
Fellowship:  Brady Fortenberry, Pastor     314 Burnett Ferry Road, SW • Rome, Georgia  30165 
Flint Hill:  Chris Johnson, Pastor     3578 Was Road, SE • Aragon, Georgia  30104 
First Baptist - Cave Spring:  Jarrod Kinsey, Pastor     4 Cedartown Road • Cave Spring, Georgia  30124 
First Baptist - Lindale:  Eric Whelchel, Pastor      9 Park Avenue • Lindale, Georgia  30147 
First Baptist - Shannon:  Louis Byars, Pastor     400 4th Street • Shannon, Georgia  30172 
Floyd Springs:  Billy Carver, Pastor     1869 Floyd Springs Road, NE • Armuchee, Georgia  30105 
Friendship:  Justin Silver, Pastor     2293 Calhoun Road, NE • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Grace Fellowship:  Robert Vines, Pastor     6635 Blacks Bluff Road • Cave Spring, Georgia  30124 
HBC-Rome:  David Harper, Pastor     2 Commerce Court • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Hill Crest:  Mark Evans, Pastor     2202 North Broad Street, NE • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Lakeview:  Steve Glosson, Pastor     80 Salem Drive, NW • Rome, Georgia  30165 
Live Oak:  Rick Jennings, Pastor     5506 Fosters Mill Road • Cave Spring, Georgia  30124 
McFall:  Kent Thomas, Pastor     3011 Rockmart Road, SE • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Mount Alto:  Matthew Bowden, Pastor     1915 Huffaker Road • Rome, Georgia  30165 
Mount Carmel:  Tyler Barron, Pastor     514 East 20th Street • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Mount Tabor:  Brent Edwards, Pastor     3068 Old Alabama Road  Taylorsville, Georgia  30178 
New Antioch:  ______________, Pastor      4553 Calhoun Road, NE • Rome, Georgia  30161 
New Armuchee:  David Smith, Transitional Pastor     5385 Martha Berry Highway, NE • Armuchee, Georgia  30105 
New Canaan:   _______________, Pastor     3 Excelsior Street, NW • Rome, Georgia  30165 
New Hope:  Mark Butler, Pastor     101 Carpenter Road, NE • Calhoun, Georgia  30701 
New Prospect:  Aaron Little, Pastor     1893 Booger Hollow Road • Lindale, Georgia  30147 
Northside:  Phil Wade, Pastor     75 North Floyd Park Road • Rome, Georgia  30165 
Park Avenue:  Earl Fowlkes, Pastor      509 Park Avenue • Lindale, Georgia  30147 
Parkview:  Greg Hood, Pastor     4 Wesley Drive, NW • Rome, Georgia  30165 
Pisgah:  Jerry Dudley, Pastor     5603 Alabama Highway • Rome, Georgia  30165 
Pleasant Hope:  Adam Elrod, Pastor     5935 Rockmart Road • Silver Creek, Georgia  30173 
Pleasant Valley North:  Mac McCurry, Pastor     735 Old Summerville Road, SW • Rome, Georgia  30165 
Pleasant Valley South:  Ken Hall, Interim Pastor     702 Pleasant Valley Road • Silver Creek, Georgia  30173 
Primera Iglesia Bautista:  Hector Navarrete, Pastor     2200 Redmond Circle, NW • Rome, Georgia  30165  
Providence:  Brent Wells, Pastor     17 Burnett Ferry Road, SW • Rome, Georgia  30165 
Riverside:  Randy Lambert, Pastor     48 Ash Street, NE • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Second Avenue:  Jacob Roberts, Pastor     823 East Second Avenue, SE • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Sherwood Forest:  Chris Hayes, Pastor     1 Goodman Road, NE • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Shorter Avenue:  Jeremy Albright, Pastor     1410 Shorter Avenue • Rome, Georgia  30165 
South Broad:  Ricky Studdard, Pastor     508 South Broad Street • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Spring Creek:  Jeff Dabbs, Pastor     2636 Chulio Road, SE • Rome, Georgia  30161 
State Line:  Chris Hearne, Pastor     8536 Blacks Bluff Road, SW • Cave Spring, Georgia  30124 
Sunny Hill:  Charles Maxwell, Pastor     1007 Wayside Road • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Three Rivers:  Mitch Jolly, Pastor     2960 New Calhoun Highway, NE • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Vann’s Valley:  David Nance, Pastor     28 Vann’s Valley Road • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Victory:  Paul Vinson, Pastor     756 Turner Chapel Road, SE • Rome, Georgia  30161 
Wax:  Gary Diggs, Pastor     1771 Wax Road, SE • Silver Creek, Georgia  30173 
West End:  Greg Montgomery, Pastor     107 Mississippi Drive, NW • Rome, Georgia  30165 
West Rome:  Jarrod Roberts, Pastor     914 Shorter Avenue • Rome, Georgia  30165 
Wilkerson Road:  Steve Spears, Pastor     401 Wilkerson Road • Rome, Georgia  30165 
Woodlawn:  Legare Price, Pastor     1649 Cartersville Highway • Rome, Georgia  30161 

Fcba Member Churches 



Administration Committee Meeting: 
 • Wednesday, January 15 @ 12:00 pm @ FCBA  
 • Wednesday, February 19 @ 12:00 pm @ FCBA  
 • Wednesday, April 16 @ 12:00 pm @ FCBA  
 

Collide Kickoff Rally: 
 • Wednesday, February 19 @ 6:30 pm @ West Rome Baptist Church 
 

Collide: 
 • Friday, February 21 - Sunday, February 23 
 

Committee on Committees Meeting: 
 • Wednesday, February 19 @ 1:00 pm (following Admin. Cttee.) @ FCBA 
 • Wednesday, April 16 @ 1:00 pm (following Admin. Cttee.) @ FCBA 
 

DLife Group Introductory Session: 
 • Tuesday, February 4 @ 8:00 am @ FCBA 
 

EQUIP Conference & Annual Meeting Planning Team Meeting: 
 • Monday, January 13 @ 2:00 pm @ FCBA 
 
 

FCBA Office & Ministry Center Closed: 
 • Monday, January 20 for MLKJ Day 
 • Monday, April 21 for Easter 
 

Georgia Baptist Children’s Home Load the Truck: 
 • collection dates at churches Sunday, March 16 - Sunday, April 27 
 • Wednesday, April 30th @ 10:00 am Load the Truck @ FCBA 
 

Kids Ministry Roundtable Lunch & Learn Meeting: 
 • Thursday, January 23 @ 12:00 pm @ FCBA  RSVP by 1/16 
 

Ministers Meeting: 
 • Thursday, January 16 @ 10:30 am @ Fellowship Church w/ Steve Parr 
 • Thursday, February 13 @ 10:30 am @ Woodlawn Baptist Church w/ Keith Ivey 
 • Thursday, March 13 @ 10:30 am @ Northside Church w/ Dan Owens 
 • Thursday, April 17 @ 10:30 am @ Mount Alto Baptist Church 
 

Minister’s Wives Fellowship 
 • Monday, January 20 
 • Monday, February 17 
 • Monday, March 17 
 • Monday, April 21 
 

Ministry Assistant/Church Secretary Appreciation Luncheon: 
 • Tuesday, April 29 @ 12:00 pm @ FCBA 
 

Youth Pastors & Student Ministry Leaders: 
 • Tuesday, January 21 @ 12:00 pm @ FCBA  RSVP by 1/20 
 • Tuesday, February 11 @ 12:00 pm @ FCBA  RSVP by 2/10 
 • Tuesday, March 18 @ 12:00 pm @ FCBA  RSVP by 3/17 
 • Tuesday, April 22 @ 12:00 pm @ FCBA  RSVP by 4/21 

Mailing Address: 
Floyd County Baptist Association 

P.O. Box 729 
Rome, Georgia  30162 

 

Physical Address: 
308 Redmond Road 

Rome, Georgia  30165 
 

Phone:   
706-291-0904 

 

Fax:   
706-291-7839 

 

Website:   
www.floydbaptist.org 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

 

Association Staff: 
Dr. Tim Smith 

Director of Missions 
fcbadom@gmail.com 

 

Cindy Brock 
Director of Church and 
Community Ministries 
fcbaccm@gmail.com 

 

Sheri Cordle 
Administrative Assistant/ 

Financial Secretary 
fcbaoffice@gmail.com 

 

2024-2025 Association Officers: 
Rev. Eric Whelchel - Moderator 

First Baptist Church - Lindale 
bige@fbclindale.org 

 

Rev. Jarrod Kinsey - Moderator-Elect 
First Baptist Church - Cave Spring 

jarrod@firstbaptistcavespring.com 
 

Sheri Cordle - Clerk 
Antioch Baptist Church 
fcbaoffice@gmail.com 

Fcba calendar 
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