
Baby cells in covid-19 vaccine development, 14 Nov 2024, updated 27 January 2026, p. 1 

 

Baby cells in covid-19 vaccine development 
 

Cell lines derived from the cells of aborted 
babies were used in the development of 
every major COVID-19 VACCINE.   
 
Pfizer/BioNTech, Moderna, AstraZeneca, 
Janssen / Johnson & Johnson and 
Novavax all used these cells in the 
development of their vaccines..  
 
The following is a detailed study of the 
scientific literature available to the public 
regarding the use of fetal cell lines in the 
development of the above mentioned 
COVID-19 vaccines.  
 

 

The HEK 293 (Human Embryonic Kidney) is the most commonly mentioned cell line in the scientific 
literature about the development of vaccines for COVID-19.  
 

HEK 293 and other cell lines are ‘kept alive’ in ‘Celbanks’, also called ‘Culture Collections’. Companies 

and universities can source their cells from here. 

 

The European Collection of Authenticated Cell Cultures (ECACC) is one of the four Culture Collections of 

Public Health England, part of the UK government. 

 

 
https://www.culturecollections.org.uk/about-us/ecacc/ (consulted 12-11-2024) 

 
Pfizer/BioNTech 
 
The HEK 293 cell line was used in the testing of the vaccine when the vaccine was tested in apes (non-
human primates). You can read this in the following test report:  

 
A prefusion SARS-CoV-2 spike RNA vaccine is highly immunogenic and prevents lung infection in non-human 
primates, Vogel et al., posted on bioRxiv.org, September 08 2020. 
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.08.280818v1 (consulted 10-11-2024) 
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.08.280818v1.full.pdf (consulted 10-11-2024)  

(The “BNT162b2” vaccine candidate is the code name for the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine.) 

https://www.culturecollections.org.uk/about-us/ecacc/
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.08.280818v1
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.08.280818v1.full.pdf
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Moderna 
 
The HEK 293 cell line was used in the testing of the vaccine on mice. You can read this in the following test 
report:  

 
SARS-CoV-2 mRNA vaccine design enabled by prototype pathogen preparedness, Corbett et al., published by 
Nature.com, 05 August 2020. 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2622-0 (consulted 10-11-2024) 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2622-0.pdf (consulted 10-11-2024) 
 

AstraZeneca 
 
According to the product information of the AstraZeneca vaccine, the vaccine is produced in “genetically 
modified human embryonic kidney (HEK) 293 cells’’. Also known as HEK 293.  

 
Website of the European Medicines Agency (consulted 14-11-2024) see product information about the AstraZeneca 
vaccine p29 https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/product-information/covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-product-
information-approved-chmp-29-january-2021-pending-endorsement-european-commission_en.pdf 
 

The MRC-5 cell line is also mentioned to have been used in testing the vaccine. You can read this in the 
following test report of which we took a screenshot. 
 
(“ChAdOx1” is the code name for the AstraZeneca vaccine candidate.) 

 
SARS-CoV-2 candidate vaccine ChAdOx1 nCoV-19 infection of human cell lines reveals a normal low range of viral 
backbone gene expression alongside very high levels of SARS-CoV-2 S glycoprotein expression, Almuqrin et al., 
published by researchsquare.com, 20 October 2020 and updated 15 March 2021. 
https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-94837/v1 (consulted 10-11-2024) 
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/counter/pdf/10.1186/s13073-021-00859-1.pdf (consulted 10-11-2024) 

"COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca contains genetically modified organisms (GMOs). Any unused 

vaccine or waste material should be disposed of in compliance with the local guidance for genetically 

modified organisms or biohazardous waste. Spills should be disinfected using agents with activity 

against adenovirus. 

 

6. Contents of the pack and other information 

What COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca contains 

One dose (0.5 ml) contains: 

Chimpanzee Adenovirus encoding the SARS-CoV-2 Spike glycoprotein ChAdOx1-S *, not less than 

2.5 × 108 infectious units 

*Produced in genetically modified human embryonic kidney (HEK) 293 cells and by recombinant 

DNA technology. 

 

This product contains genetically modified organisms (GMOs)." 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2622-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2622-0.pdf
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/product-information/covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-product-information-approved-chmp-29-january-2021-pending-endorsement-european-commission_en.pdf
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/product-information/covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-product-information-approved-chmp-29-january-2021-pending-endorsement-european-commission_en.pdf
https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-94837/v1
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/counter/pdf/10.1186/s13073-021-00859-1.pdf
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From another study on the AstraZeneca vaccine it appears that the HEK 293 cell line was apparently used 
to test the vaccine, in this case on apes. You can read this in the following test report. 

 
ChAdOx1 nCoV-19 vaccine prevents SARS-CoV-2 pneumonia in rhesus macaques, van Doremalen et al., published 
by Nature.com, 30 July 2020. 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2608-y (consulted 10-11-2024) 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2608-y.pdf (consulted 10-11-2024) 
 
The experiments were carried on “rhesus macaques” apes. 
 

Janssen / Johnson & Johnson 
 
The PER.C6 cell line was used in the development and the mass production of the vaccine. 

 
Website of Janssen / Johnson & Johnson (consulted 10-11-2024) https://www.jnj.com/media-center/press-
releases/johnson-johnson-announces-a-lead-vaccine-candidate-for-covid-19-landmark-new-partnership-with-u-s-
department-of-health-human-services-and-commitment-to-supply-one-billion-vaccines-worldwide-for-emergency-
pandemic-use  
 

The PER.C6 cell line was derived from the retinal cells of an aborted baby for the purposes of vaccine 
development and gene therapy. 

 
Human cell lines for biopharmaceutical manufacturing: history, status, and future perspectives, Dumont et al.,  
published by tandfonline.com, 18 Sep 2015. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.3109/07388551.2015.1084266#d1e200 (consulted 27-1-2026) 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2608-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2608-y.pdf
https://www.jnj.com/media-center/press-releases/johnson-johnson-announces-a-lead-vaccine-candidate-for-covid-19-landmark-new-partnership-with-u-s-department-of-health-human-services-and-commitment-to-supply-one-billion-vaccines-worldwide-for-emergency-pandemic-use
https://www.jnj.com/media-center/press-releases/johnson-johnson-announces-a-lead-vaccine-candidate-for-covid-19-landmark-new-partnership-with-u-s-department-of-health-human-services-and-commitment-to-supply-one-billion-vaccines-worldwide-for-emergency-pandemic-use
https://www.jnj.com/media-center/press-releases/johnson-johnson-announces-a-lead-vaccine-candidate-for-covid-19-landmark-new-partnership-with-u-s-department-of-health-human-services-and-commitment-to-supply-one-billion-vaccines-worldwide-for-emergency-pandemic-use
https://www.jnj.com/media-center/press-releases/johnson-johnson-announces-a-lead-vaccine-candidate-for-covid-19-landmark-new-partnership-with-u-s-department-of-health-human-services-and-commitment-to-supply-one-billion-vaccines-worldwide-for-emergency-pandemic-use
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.3109/07388551.2015.1084266#d1e200
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Adenoviral vector vaccine platforms in the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, published by Nature.com, Andrade et al., 05 
August 2020 https://www.nature.com/articles/s41541-021-00356-x (consulted 10-11-2024) 
 
“Ad26.COV2-S” is the code name for the de Janssen /Johnson & Johnson Covid-19 vaccine. Janssen / Johnson & 
Johnson use what they call the Ad26 vector in their vaccine ‘’to deliver’’ a modified version of the SARS-CoV-2 spike 
protein. 
 
The PER.C6.TetR cell line was used for the production of Ad26 vectors. These Ad26 vectors were then tested in 
hamsters.  

 
Ad26 vaccine protects against SARS-CoV-2 severe clinical disease in hamsters, Tostanoski et al., published by 
Nature.com, 03 September 2020. https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-1070-6 (geraadpleegd 11-11-2024) 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-1070-6.pdf (geraadpleegd 11-11-2024) 
 
The HEK 293 cell line was apparently also used in the testing of the vaccine in hamsters. 

 
Ad26 vaccine protects against SARS-CoV-2 severe clinical disease in hamsters, Tostanoski et al., published by 
Nature.com, 03 September 2020. https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-1070-6 (consulted 11-11-2024) 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-1070-6.pdf (consulted 11-11-2024) 
 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41541-021-00356-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-1070-6
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-1070-6.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-1070-6
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-1070-6.pdf
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From another study on the Janssen /Johnson & Johnson vaccine it appears that the PER.C6.TetR cell line 
was also used for the production of Ad26 vectors. But these were then tested in apes, “rhesus macaques”.  

 
The HEK 293 cell line was also apparently used in the testing of the vaccine in apes, “rhesus macaques”. 

 
Single-shot Ad26 vaccine protects against SARS-CoV-2 in rhesus macaques, Mercado et al., published by 
Nature.com, 30 July 2020. https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2607-z (consulted 11-11-2024) 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2607-z.pdf (consulted 11-11-2024)  
 

Novavax 
 
The HEK 293 cell line was used in the testing of the vaccine. You can read this in the following test report.  
 
It explains that the spike protein was produced in mammalian human embryotic kidney (HEK) 293 cells.  

 
Structural analysis of full-length SARS-CoV-2 spike protein from an advanced vaccine candidate, Bangaru et al., 
published by Science.org, 20 October 2020. And posted on bioRxiv.org, 06 August 2020. 
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abe1502 (consulted 11-11-2024) 
https://www.science.org/doi/epdf/10.1126/science.abe1502 (consulted 11-11-2024) 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2607-z
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2607-z.pdf
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abe1502
https://www.science.org/doi/epdf/10.1126/science.abe1502


Baby cells in covid-19 vaccine development, 14 Nov 2024, updated 27 January 2026, p. 6 

 

 

 
Structural analysis of full-length SARS-CoV-2 spike protein from an advanced vaccine candidate, Bangaru et al., 
published by Science.org, 20 October 2020. And posted on bioRxiv.org, 06 August 2020. 
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.06.234674v1.full (consulted 11-11-2024) 
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.06.234674v1.full.pdf (consulted 11-11-2024) 

 
Conclusion 
 
To summarise the above: HEK 293 and PER.C6 were the most commonly used fetal cell lines in COVID-19 vaccine 
development. Oxford University also came to this conclusion: 

 
 
A review of fetal cell lines used during drug development: Focus on COVID-19 vaccines, transplant 
medications, and biologics, Durant et al., published by  American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy, Volume 81, 
Issue 13, 1 July 2024, Pages e336–e344, https://doi.org/10.1093/ajhp/zxae031. And online on academic.oup.com, 13 
February 2024, https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/article-abstract/81/13/e336/7606814?login=false. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.06.234674v1.full
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.06.234674v1.full.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/ajhp/zxae031
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/article-abstract/81/13/e336/7606814?login=false
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Who does this? 
 
It is important to note that it’s not only private companies that are involved in the supply and trade in fetal 
cells lines derived from the cells of aborted babies. Governments are doing this too. 
 
For example, you can buy them from the UK government at: culturecollections.org.uk. 

 
Here you can order your desired cell line from an easy to use menu. When you have found the cell line you 
want, you can just drop it into your shopping cart. The HEK 293 cell line for example (293-Hector). 

 
UK government website: (consulted 13-11-2024) https://www.culturecollections.org.uk/nop/product/293-hektor  
 
What does this tell us? 
 
This is what we have come to. The pharmaceutical industry, universities and governments together form a 
medical-industrial complex that operates without any respect for the sanctity of human life. 
 
Abortion, an abomination in God’s sight, makes the above horrific use of human fetal body parts possible. 
Babies have now become things whose parts can be used and traded whenever and wherever.  
 
The priceless and irreplaceable children God gives us are now used in the mass production of 
pharmaceutical products and are traded like commodities. 
 
 

https://www.culturecollections.org.uk/nop/product/293-hektor
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The use of cell lines derived from the cells of aborted babies in 
COVID-19 vaccins 
 

Manufacturer Research & development / 
testing 

Mass production  

 
 

HEK 293 
 

None 

 

 

HEK 293 
 

None 

 

 

MRC-5, HEK 293  
 

HEK 293 
 

 

 

PERC.6, HEK 293  
 

PERC.6  
 

 HEK 293 
 

None 

 

 

List of common cell lines derived from aborted babies: 
 

• HEK 293, Human Embryonic Kidney cells 293, also often referred to as HEK-293, 293 cells, or less 
precisely as HEK cells, are a specific cell line originally derived from the kidney tissue of an 
aborted fetus grown in a tissue culture. 

• WI-38 is a diploid human cell culture line composed of fibroblasts derived from the lung tissue of 
an aborted female fetus. 

• MRC-5 (Medical Research Council cell strain 5) is a diploid human cell culture line composed of 
fibroblasts derived from the lung tissue of a 14-week-old aborted male fetus. 

• PERC.6 is a cell line derived from human embryonic retinal cells. 
 
For more information: https://diederikengelen.nl/fetal-cells-used-in-vaccine-manufacture 
 
You can read about how cell lines are made through abortions in this article: https://irp.cdn-
website.com/e4e1af55/files/uploaded/Are_the_cells_of_aborted_babies_used_in_the_manufacturing_of_va
ccines-.pdf  
 
I would like to thank Charlotte Lozier Institute for their vital research on this issue.  
http://lozierinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CHART-Analysis-of-COVID-19-Vaccines-02June21.pdf 
 
 

https://diederikengelen.nl/fetal-cells-used-in-vaccine-manufacture
https://irp.cdn-website.com/e4e1af55/files/uploaded/Are_the_cells_of_aborted_babies_used_in_the_manufacturing_of_vaccines-.pdf
https://irp.cdn-website.com/e4e1af55/files/uploaded/Are_the_cells_of_aborted_babies_used_in_the_manufacturing_of_vaccines-.pdf
https://irp.cdn-website.com/e4e1af55/files/uploaded/Are_the_cells_of_aborted_babies_used_in_the_manufacturing_of_vaccines-.pdf
http://lozierinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CHART-Analysis-of-COVID-19-Vaccines-02June21.pdf

