
Welcome to Christ Church. We are glad you are here today, affirming our shared faith in 
Christ, and worshiping in the Episcopal tradition. If you are new to Christ Church, be at 
peace here, find God at work here, and know that we are grateful to pray with you today. 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2026: THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
HOLY EUCHARIST

10:00AM

VOLUNTARY	 Choral	 Joseph Jongen (20th)
INTROIT FOR PENTECOST
The people stand, as able.

HYMN 390	 	 Praise to the Lord	 Lobe den Herren
ACCLAMATION 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY The collect is said in unison

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A SONG OF PRAISE		  Robert Powell  (20thC)
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy 
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The people are seated.
THE FIRST LESSON	 Genesis 50:15-21

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they 
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: 
I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 
when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are 
here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 
Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 
numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your 
little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 103:1-7	 Robert Knox Kennedy
	

		  Bless the Lord, O my / soul,
			   and all that is within me, bless his holy / Name.

		  Bless the Lord, O my / soul,
	 	 	 and forget not all his / benefits.

		  He forgives all your / sins
	 	 	 and heals all your in/firmities;

		  He redeems your life from the / grave
			   and crowns you with mercy and loving-/kindness;

	 	 He satisfies you with good / things,
			   and your youth is renewed like an / eagle’s.

		  The Lord executes / righteousness
			   and judgment for all who are op/pressed.

		  +He made his ways known to / Moses
			   and his works to the children of / Israel.

THE SECOND LESSON	 Romans 14:1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not 
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for 
God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before 
their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 
them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 
be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the 
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those 
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and 
if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 
living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,
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		  “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
			   and every tongue shall give praise to God.”

So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people stand. 
HYMN 336	 	 Come with Us 	 Werde munter
THE GOSPEL 	 Matthew 18:21-35

The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 
tell you, seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell 
on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And 
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; 
and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went 
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 
all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he 
would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated.
THE SERMON	 The Rev. Bowie Snodgrass
A moment of silence is kept following the sermon.

The people stand.
THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.



Christ Church in Short Hills    |   5     

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son
he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE	 Creationtide Form
The leader and people pray responsively.

Eternal God:
We thank you for the beauty of the World:
for the teeming life of the seas,
the flight of birds,
and the diversity of animal life.
Grant us grace to treat Creation with respect and care;
to protect endangered species,
to preserve the variety of habitats,
and to honor the delicate balance of nature.
God of life:
hear our prayer.

We thank you for the wealth
of blessings from land and sea;
for the power of wind, and the warmth of sun.
We pray for the nations of the earth,
give us the will to cherish this planet
and to use its resources sustainably for the welfare of all.
God of justice:
hear our prayer.

We pray for the faithful witness of the Church,
called to reconcile and heal:
For this parish and our clergy: Bowie, George, and Tim.
We pray for St. John’s, Passaic; and St. Paul’s, Paterson; and The Anglican Church in 
Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia.
God of grace:
hear our prayer.
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We pray for the human family.
We exult in our diversity and giftedness,
we repent of our sins, divisions and violence.
By the power of your Spirit, restore your image within us.
As every human being is known and loved by you,
may we care for one another with love and respect.
We pray for those you have commended to our care: Joy, Lynn, Veronica, David, Helen, Butch, 
Katie, and all those on our prayer list. 
God of compassion:
hear our prayer.

We pray for those who have died,
and for all whom we entrust to your eternal love;
help us to support and comfort those who mourn.
God of peace:
hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION		
Let us confess our sins to God.

A moment of silence is kept. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

To make a donation or pay your pledge online,
visit: www.christchurchshorthills.org/give-online

Scan the QR Code with your phone and 
you will be directed to our online giving page.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY ANTHEM	 Awake My Heart	 Jane Marshall
The people stand. 
THE DOXOLOGY	 Old 100th

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING	 Eucharistic Prayer B
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because in the mystery of Christ’s incarnation you have gathered into one things earthly and 
heavenly, calling your people to be ministers of reconciliation and to proclaim the Good News 
to all creation.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS		  	 Powell
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (cont.)
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to 
be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you 
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought 
us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;	

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER			 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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FRACTION 						     Powell

COMMUNION ANTHEM	 Day by Day	 Arthur Biggs (20thC)
COMMUNION HYMN		  In The Lord	 Taizé

 All members of God’s household are welcome to receive Communion.
 

Come forward and extend your hands, palms up to receive the bread. 
If you wish to receive a blessing, but not communion, please approach with your arms 

across your chest.  
 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
If you would like a Eucharistic visitation, please contact the Parish Office. 

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #163 The Holy Eucharist II, Fraction Anthem: Lamb
of God: Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.

Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
for one-time use. No permission is granted to include this song in a hymnal or other permanent or semi-permanent collection of songs. No other
form of the music, whether for use by a choir, organ or other accompaniments is covered by this license. Please contact the publishers for these
permissions.

If you have purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them
again for any other use.

If you have made an annual purchase of ritesong, these rights expire when your annual purchase lapses. You must maintain an annual purchase
to maintain license rights described above.
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The people stand. 
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER AND BLESSING

Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament 
of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

HYMN 347	 	 Go Forth for God	 Litton
DISMISSAL

Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE		  Toccata in Seven	 John Rutter (20thC)

Please join us for our Parish Picnic in the field  
 immediately after the 10am service. 

All are welcome!

PRAYER LIST

Each week, we continue to remember those in need of prayer. 

Special Prayers: Joy B., Lynn B., Veronica B., David C., Helen D., Butch G., Katie M.  

Prayer List: Sandra T., Sarah R., Margot S., Lily S., River, Alice Z., Amy C., Tyler P., Tammy 
G., Sarah, Sara and Brian S., Rodean W., Robert O., Monte P., Natalie Z., Daniel Z., Dana K., 
Celine, Grady, Lovenia, Tom, Nathan, Elena B., Thomas B., Cindy D., Delois D., Liz D., Sofia 
D., Gregg L., Helen M., Andy O., Claire P., Graham P., Gary S., and Peggy S. 

 Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: St. John’s Passaic and St. Paul’s, Paterson. 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia.  

We pray for: For peace in the world and an end to war, especially in Iran, Ukraine, Russia, 
Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, and Yemen; for Haiti; for Sudan; for the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. For immigrant communities. For the LGBTQ+ community, and especially transgender 
people.

Please contact the Rev. George Dredden if you have any prayer requests or would like a 
pastoral visitation. Email: gdredden@christchurchshorthills.org.



U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  &  P R O G R A M S
2026
SEPTEMBER 13
Blessing of the Backpacks | 10am
Parish Picnic | 11am

SEPTEMBER 20
Forum: Summer Adventres from 
Taize & Cross Roads | 11am

SEPTEMBER 25
Children’s Talent Show | 6:30pm

OCTOBER 4
The Saint John’s Bible 
Dedication 
Guest Preacher: The Rev. Paul 
Keene

OCTOBER 4
Blessing of the Animals 
St. Stephen’s, Millburn | 4pm

OCTOBER 24-25
Rev. Bowie Celebration Weekend
24 - 10th Anniversary Celebration 
for Rev. Bowie
25 - Anniversary worship with guest 
preacher, Canon Margo Clarke

NOVEMBER 1
Feast of All Saints

NOVEMBER 8
Cooper Memorial Evensong for 
All Saints | 4pm

NOVEMBER 12-14
Youth Convocation 
at Diocesan Convention

NOVEMBER 22
Bishop Visitation 
with the Rt. Rev. Carlye J. 
Hughes, Bishop of Newark 

ThankServing Sunday | 11am

NOVEMBER 29
Advent Lessons & Carols | 10am
Advent Wreath Making | 5pm

DECEMBER 12
Advent Retreat

DECEMBER 24
Christmas Pageant | 4pm
Candlelight Service | 8pm

DECEMBER 25
Christmas Eucharist | 10am

DECEMBER 27
Christmas Lessons & Carols | 10am

2027
JANUARY 24
The Pingry School Choir | 10am 

ONGOING FORMATION  
& FELLOWSHIP
Holy Grounds
Sunday | 9am

Family Outings
Various Sundays | 11:15am

Education for Ministry (EfM)
Monday | 7:30pm

Rector’s Bible Study
2nd & 4th Tuesday | 12pm
In-person and Zoom

Morning Meditation
1st & 3rd Wednesday | 10am

Evening Book Group
4th Thursday | 7:30pm

Create & Connect
1st Friday | 9am

Martha & Mary
Various Tues. & Thur. | 7:15pm

Full calendar of 2026-27 events available at www.christchurchshorthills.org

FEBRUARY 7
Kitchen Fundraiser Party | 6pm

FEBRUARY 9
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 
5:30pm

FEBRUARY 10
Ash Wednesday 
8:30am, 12pm, & 7pm

MARCH 21-28
Holy Week and Easter

MAY 2
Annual Meeting & Brunch 
11am

MAY 16
Feast of Pentecost

JUNE 13
Youth Sunday | 10am
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Jennifer Vinsonhaler, Kevin Walsh
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Bonnie Rountree, Assistant Parish Treasurer
Lise Davis, Parish Counsel

CLERGY AND STAFF
The Rev. Bowie Snodgrass, Rector

The Rev. George Dredden, Associate Rector
The Rev. Dr. Timothy Mulder, Priest Affiliate

Dr. Andrew Paul Moore, Organist & Choirmaster
Chris Whitaker, Communications, Outreach, & Youth
The Rev. Dr. R. Kevin Johnson, Children’s Ministry 

 Georgeann duChossois, Parish Administrator
James Johnson, Plant Supervisor 
Lydia Zapico, Finance Manager

Catherine Flynn, Pastoral Assistant
Jennifer McGregor, Director of CCNS

Janet Aulet Maulbeck, Director of Interweave
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Celebrant The Rev. George Dredden
Preacher The Rev. Bowie Snodgrass

Organist and Choirmaster Dr. Andrew Moore
Acolytes Haddon Finan, Noah Andrews, and Jude Canecchia
Readers John Lamb and Sarah Rosen

Intercessor Grant Garcia
Sidesperson Ayo Onabule and Patricia Shewmaker

Ushers Todd Corbin, Don Snow, Sarah Rosen, and Adaeze Nwachuku
A/V Tech Ken Udland

Altar Guild Dara Near, Patricia Shewmaker, Rose Udland, 
and Jeanne Albano

Coffee Hour Lindy Blevins

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS


