
Welcome to Christ Church. We are glad you are here today, affirming our shared faith in 
Christ, and worshiping in the Episcopal tradition. If you are new to Christ Church, be at 
peace here, find God at work here, and know that we are grateful to pray with you today. 

HOLY EUCHARIST
THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

OCTOBER 25, 2026
 8:00AM

You Shall Love the Lord, Hazel Dolby
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The people stand, as able. 
ACCLAMATION 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY The collect is said in unison

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A SONG OF PRAISE	
Glory to God in the highest,
    and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
    we worship you, we give you thanks,
    we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
    have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
    receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
    Jesus Christ,
    with the Holy Spirit,
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we 
may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people are seated.
THE FIRST LESSON	 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though 
we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had 
courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our 
appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to 
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please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, 
we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from 
mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands as apostles of 
Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So 
deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God 
but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1	
		  Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
			   nor lingered in the way of sinners,
			   nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

		  Their delight is in the law of the Lord,
			   and they meditate on his law day and night.

		  They are like trees planted by streams of water,
			   bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither;
			   everything they do shall prosper.

		  It is not so with the wicked;
			   they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

		  Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
			   nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

		  For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
			   but the way of the wicked is doomed.

The people stand. 
THE GOSPEL 	 Matthew 22:34-46

The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and 
one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the 
law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. 
And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets.”

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do 
you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to 
them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,

‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet”’?
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If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, 
nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated.
THE SERMON	 The Rev. Cn. Margaret A. Peckham Clark
A moment of silence is kept following the sermon.

The people stand.
THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son
he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE	 Form V, Adapted 
The leader and people pray responsively.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Kyrie eleison”

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without 
fault at the day of your coming; for Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Carlye our own Bishop, for 
all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.
Kyrie eleison.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that 
all may be one as you and the Father are one. For the mission of the Church, especially Christ 
Church in Short Hills; St. Andrew and Holy Communion in South Orange; and The Church of 
the Province of Central Africa, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of 
the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Kyrie eleison.
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For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations 
and peoples; for those in positions of public trust that they may serve justice, and promote the 
dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.
Kyrie eleison.

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the 
world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster; For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, 
and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved 
and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.
Kyrie eleison.

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and 
neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health: For Hugh, 
Anita, Don, Chris, Joy, Lynn, Veronica, David, Helen, Butch, Steve, and all those on our 
prayer list; we pray to you, O Lord.
Kyrie eleison.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, remembering especially Steve Busby, 
and those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that 
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.
Kyrie eleison.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all 
our life to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.

Silence. 

The Celebrant concludes with the following: 

PRAYER BEFORE AN ELECTION	 Diocese of Newark
Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy City to which the 
nations of the world bring their glory: Renew the ties of mutual regard which form our civic 
life. Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate poverty, prejudice, and oppression, 
that peace may prevail with righteousness, and justice with order, and that men and women 
from different cultures and with differing talents may find with one another the fulfillment of 
their humanity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION		
Let us confess our sins to God.

A moment of silence is kept. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The people stand. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING	 Eucharistic Prayer B

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS		  	
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

To make a donation or pay your pledge online,
visit: www.christchurchshorthills.org/give-online

Scan the QR Code with your phone and 
you will be directed to our online giving page.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (cont.)
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to 
be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you 
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought 
us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;	

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER			 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION 		
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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The people stand. 
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER AND BLESSING

Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament 
of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please join us for our Coffee Hour in the St. Mark’s Room  
 immediately after the 8am service. 

All are welcome!

 All members of God’s household are welcome to receive Communion.
 

Come forward and extend your hands, palms up to receive the bread. 
If you wish to receive a blessing, but not communion, please approach with your arms 

across your chest.  
 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
If you would like a Eucharistic visitation, please contact the Parish Office. 



Christ Church in Short Hills    |   9     

Celebrant The Rev. Bowie Snodgrass
Preacher The Rev. Cn. Margaret A. Peckham Clark

Usher Brandon Edling
Acolyte Jude Canecchia

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

PRAYER LIST

Each week, we continue to remember those in need of prayer. 

Special Prayers: Hugh, Anita, Don S., Chris C., Joy B., Lynn B., Veronica B., David C., 
Helen D., Butch G., Steve D. 

We pray for the repose of Steve Busby. 

Prayer List: Sandra T., Sarah R., Margot S., Lily S., River, Alice Z., Amy C., Tyler P., Tammy 
G., Sarah, Sara and Brian S., Rodean W., Robert O., Monte P., Natalie Z., Daniel Z., Dana K., 
Celine, Grady, Lovenia, Tom, Nathan, Elena B., Thomas B., Cindy D., Delois D., Liz D., Sofia 
D., Gregg L., Helen M., Andy O., Claire P., Graham P., Gary S., and Peggy S.

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Christ Church, Short Hills and St. Andrew & Holy Communion, 
South Orange. 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Church of the Province of Central Africa. 

A Prayer for Hispanic Heritage Month: Holy One, we lift before you our Hispanic and 
Latino neighbors here in New Jersey and throughout our diocese. Bless their families, their 
work, their leadership, and their dreams. Make Christ Church a place of welcome, solidarity, 
and shared joy, where cultures are celebrated and stories honored.

A Special Prayer: Holy God, Bless our country and guide our leaders with wisdom, courage, 
and compassion. Hold close all who suffer—here in the United States and across the world. 
Strengthen those living in poverty, those facing violence, and those whose dignity is threatened 
or denied.

Protect people of color, immigrants, refugees, and all who are oppressed. Grant safety and hope 
to those in war‑torn nations and inspire peacemakers to rise.Turn our hearts toward justice, 
mercy, and the common good. Make us instruments of Your peace and bearers of Your love.

Please contact the Rev. George Dredden if you have any prayer requests or would like a 
pastoral visitation. Email: gdredden@christchurchshorthills.org.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY AT CHRIST CHURCH

Guest Preacher: 
The Rev. Cn. Margaret Peckham Clark
This morning we welcome the Rev. Canon 
Margaret Peckham Clark as our guest preacher 
at 8am and 10am as we celebrate the Rev. 
Bowie Snodgrass’s ten years of ministry at 
Christ Church. As Canon for Congregational 
Life in the Episcopal Diocese of Newark, 
Canon Clark works alongside clergy and lay 
leaders to strengthen parish ministry, encourage 
collaboration, and guide congregations through 
clergy transitions. We are grateful to have her 
with us for this special celebration.

Trick-or-Treating for Canned Goods:
A Food Drive for IFPO
Join the Youth of Christ Church for their 
Annual Trick-or-Treating for Canned Goods 
Food Drive. They are collecting fully-
packed Thanksgiving bags for the Interfaith 
Food Pantry of the Oranges. Completed 
Thanksgiving bags can be dropped in the info 
center outside the Parish Hall until Nov. 22.

Neighborhood Bag Distribution
Youth are invited to meet in the in front of 
the church after the 10am service TODAY to 
distribute donation flyers.

UPCOMING AT CHRIST CHURCH

Last Call: All Saints’ Memorial 
Dedications
On All Saints’ Sunday (Nov. 1) and at the All 
Saints’ Evensong (Nov. 8), we will remember 
in prayer the names of those who were buried 
from Christ Church during the past year. 
We will also include, in print, the names of 
others who have gone before whose lives have 
especially touched or influenced 
you. If there are family or loved 
ones you would like to have 
remembered, please scan the 
QR code to add their names by 
Monday, October 24 at 12noon.

Rector’s Bible Study
Second and Fourth Tuesdays | 12pm
Continuing October 27 
This fall, join with Rev. Bowie to read the 
Gospel According to Mark—the earliest, 
shortest, and most direct gospel. They gather in 
the St. Mark’s Room and via Zoom. There are 
no quizzes or final papers – just an invitation to 
engage scripture in community!

Any Candy to Share?
Do you have extra Halloween candy? The 
children of Christ Church Nursery School are 
collecting unwanted candy to support Twelve 
Baskets Food Pantry. Candy will be collected 
through November 10 and can be dropped in 
the Info Center at Christ Church.
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Cooper Memorial Evensong for All Saints
Sunday, November 8 | 4:00pm
Please join us on November 8 for the annual
John Cooper Memorial Evensong as we 
remember those who have gone before us. 
Featured music by Cooman, Howells, and 
Clauson. Dr. Brian Harlow will be the organist 
and Dr. Andrew Moore will conduct. A Festive 
wine and cheese reception will follow.

Singles Night Out
Friday, November 13 | 7pm
Gather for happy hour, hors d’oeuvres, and 
fellowship at Boxcar Bar and Grill at the Short 
Hills train station. Enjoy a relaxed evening 
connecting with other singles—no matchmaking 
involved! Questions or to RSVP, contact Arlene 
Sommer (alsommer25@gmail.com).

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Last Call: YouthCONVO 2026
November 13–14 | Hilton Parsippany
Christ Church youth in grades 8–12 are invited 
to YouthCONVO, held alongside the Episcopal 
Diocese of Newark’s annual convention. Youth 
will worship, explore their faith, meet other 
Episcopal teens from across the diocese, and 
have plenty of fun together.

The cost is $100 and includes lodging, meals, 
and activities; scholarships are available. The 
diocese can provide a letter for an excused 
religious absence from school on Friday.

STEWARDSHIP 2027

The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everythingby prayer and with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,

will guard your hearts and minds in Christ.
 				    – Philippians 4:5-7

We are in the midst of our annual stewardship 
campaign—a meaningful time to reflect on 
the blessings God has given us and consider 
how we can share them in service. This year, 
we invite you to make a pledge, committing 
whatever you can to support our mission.

Your generosity fuels our ministry, new 
initiatives, and outreach efforts, helping Christ 
Church be a source of support and hope for this 
community, our neighbors, and the wider world.

Please prayerfully consider your gift and submit 
your pledge card online or through the church 
office by Sunday, November 22. Thank you 
for helping build a future filled with faith and 
possibility! 

Scan the QR code below 
to learn more or make a pledge online. 
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