Dear Padre,

My friend is deeply involved in her faith,

but | struggle with our friendship because

I don’t like how she treats her pets. | don’t
understand how someone who values religion
so highly can show so little care for animals.
What should | do?

Franciscan Friar Kevin Mackin writes, “The bond between person and pet is like no other relationship, because
the communication between fellow creatures is at its most basic. Eye to eye are two creatures of love” ("Why
We Bless Animals,” Catholic Update). Because of this strong bond between humans and sentient creatures, it's
especially difficult to witness their mistreatment, either through neglect (such as failing to provide sufficient
food, water, shelter, or veterinary care) or direct physical abuse (a violation of anti-cruelty laws and a criminal
offense in all fifty states). Studies show that owning pets offers us companionship and emotional support; in
turn, these qualities can foster in us greater empathy and compassion toward others. Yet, while pets may greatly
benefit our health and well-being, owning them comes with a serious obligation and moral responsibility.
Vulnerable pets depend on humans for adequate care and protection. At times, some pet owners can be
overwhelmed by their responsibility to provide proper care; others may even be unaware that they are treating
their pets inappropriately. Out of concern for both your friend and her pets, consider a non-critical, non-
confrontational approach to discuss your observations and to offer assistance. ®

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?

Go to DearPadre.org to send your question
and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M u N l T v Isaiah 5:1-7 / Philippians 4:6-9 / Matthew 21:33-43
The Gradual Road to Ruin

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSsR

wise old sage once observed, “When it starts out stupid, it just gets more stupid.” The parable in today's
gospel illustrates this wisdom.

The son has been sent. The jig is up. The owner is not going to give up the vineyard. The tenants gambled and
lost. It's time for them to accept the inevitable and pay the rent. But common sense and wisdom do not prevail.
Kill the son, they think, and all that he would have inherited will be ours!

How do you get from “don’'t pay the rent” to “kill the son"? It is not a straight or smooth path. There are a lot
of twists and turns between point A and point B. But it happens. It sneaks in. It demands little compromises
and small dishonesties along the way as it becomes easier and easier for you to choose what is

destructive. Then, you find you have lost it all—your very self. And the corruption you've embraced
convinces you that you're making wise choices. You must be completely cleansed of the seduction
that has enabled you to make these choices. You need to start again. @
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Am I aware of a sin that has become easy to commit? OF OUR PARISH
f Y COMMUNITY

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
make your requests known to God.
PHILIPPIANS 4:6
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St. Paul Catholic Church

713 CRAWFORD STREET

Do lgpu love to sing? The choir is
looking for new voices. If you would
like to join us, just show up in the choir
loft at 9:45 on Sunday mornings.
We would love to have you sing with us.

Rosary Coast to Coast

On Sunday, October 4, 2026, we will
oin in praying The Coast-to-Coast
osary for our country, and this year
we will also be praying for Father
Robert Dore. Join us at 2:00 PM at St.
Michael Catholic Church.

Pet Blessing

We will have our annual blessing of the
ets in honor of the feast day of Saint
rancis on October 4 at 4:00 PM in

front of the church. Please bring your

pet for this special blessing.

Anointing Mass

The Anointing of the Sick will be
celebrated on Tuesday, October 6, at the
12:00 PM Daily Mass. Anyone in need of

St. Paul is looking for new leadership for
our monthly ministry. We would like to
sincerely thank Rae Perry, Jan Jackson,
and Christy Guizerix for their many years
of dedicated service. If you are interested
in helpinﬁ lead this important ministry,
please call or email the office.

ocIA

OCIA meets evera/ Wednesday at 6 PM in
Glynn Hall. We’d love your hel}l) in welcoming
our participants by providing a light meal for
their meetings. There is a )
meal train set up for anyone who would like to
help. https://mealtrain.com/zgk3qd

Home Grown Harvest +

Join us for the Annual Homegrown
Harvest on Saturday, October 24, at the
Clyde Muse Center 1n Pearl. Enjoy an
evening of barbeque, blues music, a silent
auction, and the opportunit%go hear from
and meet our seminarians. The Diocese of
Jackson is blessed to have 12 seminarians
currently pre%armg for the priesthood, and
Homegrown Harvest helps support the
cost of their education and formation. For
ticket }I)_;lrchase and Sponsorships, visit:

27th SUN of O.T.
VICKSBURG, MS 39180 October 3 & 4, 2026
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Parish Announcements Offertory Summary
. Meals on Wheels
Voices Needed Weekly Budget --«+-«+eeeeseeees $7,700

Online Giving

Weekend Offertory
September 26 & 27.............. $9,969
October 3 & 4.....ccoevvveennen. $_,
October 10 & 11......cc.c..cu.ee. $_,
October 17 & 18.................. $,
October 24 & 25.................. $_,

Special Collections
October 18: World Missions Sunday

September 21 - September 27-----$1,762

this sacrament is welcome to receive it.  Dit.ly/HomegrownHarvest202
G 4
- ~N giving at www.osvhub.com/ st-
Parish Calendar paulscatholic-church
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4 )\
OCT 4, SUN Children’s Church led by Ashton Hotard Knights of Columbus
Blessing of the Pets 4:00 PM
www.ms-kofe.com
Offertory Counters: Jan Jackson and Paul =
OCT 5, MON Banchet%,i Become a KNIGHT. El_ﬁﬁlil
Scan this QR code to et x,
S ) | ]
OCT 6, TUES | Anointing Mass 12:00 PM join the Knights today!  [a] Rk
OCT 6 | Rosary @ 6:30 PM followed
by Council Meeting
OCT 7, WED OCIA will meet in Glynn Hall at 6:00 PM
OCT7 K of C Bible study after 5:30
OCT 11, SUN Men’s Prayer Breakfast 8:00 AM in Farrell Hall PM Mass @ St. Michael.
. OCT S Ladies’” Auxiliary Meeting @
OCT 13, TUES No Daily Mass 6 PM. All Catholic women
L JAN welcome. )

St. Paul Catholic Cnieeh

713 CRAWFORD STREET

VICKSBURG, MS 39180

27th SUN of O.T.
October 3 & 4, 2026

Weekend Mass Schedulet

Saturday

2:30-3:30 PM
4:00 PM

FConfession

Mass

Sunday

¥Confession 9:30-10:00 AM

Mass 10:30 AM
Daily Mass Schedulet
Monday 7:00 AM
Tuesday 12:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 AM
Thursday 12:00 PM
Friday 7:00 AM

t All schedule updates can be found in the
Parish Calendar section of the bulletin.

# For Confessions during the week, please
call the Parish Office.

The kingdom
of God will be...
Lven to a people

that will produce

itsfﬂat
MATTHEW 21:43

Today’s Readings Che.ck out our
& Social Media!
Visit bible.uscch.org St.Paul
or scan this QR code && G Catholic Church
to find the readings of Vicksburg
Sanctuary Flowers PastoralCare

The flowers placed at the Ambo
are in memory of
Robert C. Hosemann &
Robert C. Hosemann Jr.

St. Paul Office | Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM-12:00PM | 601-636-0140 | stpaulvick@att.net | www.stpaulvicksburg.org

hospitalized or in urgent need

If you or a loved one is

of anointing, please call the
church office Emergency Ext.
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Mass Intentions St. Paul Parish Staff
) Pastor i Office Assistant
OCT 5, MON | Victor LaGarde, Deceased Fr. Rusty Vincent Offs(}:l?el;/[gi?cg}? ' Jlanis Koelst]er
pastor@stpaulvicksburg.org  paylvick@att.net stpaulvick@att.net
OCT 6, TUES i Bookk . i
Dan Fordice, Deceased oy Comey  Maintenance - OrBanisL
OCT7 WED | Candice Whittion, stpaulvickbkkeeper@att.net Charles Hahn
Healing Leadership & Ministries
OCT 8, THUR | Thomas Kelly, Deceased Parish Council President Finance Council Chair
Travis Thornell Bill Fulcher
. . OCIA
OCT 9, FRI Special Intentions %freaggme{lt Connie & David Hosemann ~ Meals on Wheels
ory Lbersole Bruce Ebersole Jan Jackson
OCT 10, SAT | Helene Benson, Deceased Christy Guizerix
_ _ Altar Flowers Homebound Rae Per
To request a Mass Intention for a Daily Mass or Cynthia Montalbano Janis Koestler v
the Saturday Vigil Mass, please call, email, . . . Children’s Church
or visit the parish office. *Sunday Mass is offered Baptism Prep Confirmation Ashlev L
\Jor all St. Paul’s parishioners. ) Barbara Hill Jordan Amborn Sy awenee

J

St. Paul Office | Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM-12:00PM | 601-636-0140 | stpaulvick@att.net | www.stpaulvicksburg.org
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