
[image: Decorative advent wreath with purple and pink candles set against a simple white background for festive celebrations during the holiday season]
St. Anne and Our Lady of La Vang Church
Advent Opportunities 2025

The New Year in the Church begins with the season of Advent—a time to help us prepare for Christmas, when we celebrate the fulfillment of our longing for the Savior with the birth of Jesus.  During this time, we observe a season of prayer and reflection—followed by anticipation, hope and joy.   Each day of Advent remember to offer God your gifts of heartfelt gratitude and love.  Together we await the birth of the Savior.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]As in the past, the Parish is presenting the following resources and events to help you prepare a place for  Jesus.

· The Little Blue Books for Advent will be available after Masses the weekend of November 29-30.  This Little Blue Book is a daily devotional guide for the Advent and Christmas season, focusing on the Resurrection Narrative according to the gospel of Matthew.  It provides daily reflections to help people prepare their hearts for Christmas by spending quiet time with God.  
· Scriptural Journey Through Advent – Each week of Advent we light a candle as a reminder of the Advent themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  Each week there will be Scriptural journal prompts provided in the bulletin as you set aside time for you and your relationship with God.  Each day, there will be a journal prompt based on a Scripture passage depending on the week’s theme.  Take 10-15 minutes a day and reflect on the question or passage.  Write your responses either in a journal or on paper.  At the end of Advent you will be able to look back on your Advent journey 2025 and remember your time spent growing closer to God.
· The Giving Tree, which will be located in the back corner of church, offers you the opportunity to make a sacrificial material gift on behalf of your neighbor in need.  Take one or more donation tags.  Return them with your donation and drop it in the marked donation box.  All donations are used to help underwrite the meals and gifts given out on December 23 at the Parish Annual Christmas Dinner Takeout Event.  Your gift will provide the joy and security of a traditional Christmas dinner for anyone in need.
· Scripture and Carols – On Sunday, December 7, at 5:00 pm in the church, St. Anne and Our Lady of La Vang Parish will celebrate the Advent Season with a musical program—Scripture and Carols.  Join us as the Nativity Story is presented in Scripture and song.  Music will be presented in two languages, English and Vietnamese, led by their respective Music Ministries.  Immediately following the program, there will be a social with light refreshments.
· Advent Morning of Reflection – All are encouraged to attend an Advent Morning of Reflection on Saturday, December 13, from 8:30 am-12:00 pm.  Fr. Victor Eschbach will preside and facilitate our reflections and meditations on the Advent Season.  The morning will begin with coffee and treats at 8:30 am and will conclude at 12:00 noon.  All are invited to stay for lunch if their schedules allow.  For planning purposes, please call the Parish Office at 717-392-2225 or email Sr. Maria Goretti at FrTLuong@hbgdiocese.org to let us know of your intention to attend.
· Parish Penance Opportunity –  Reconciliation will be available during Advent—the date and time to be announced.  Please check the bulletin for dates and times of Penance opportunities at other Catholic parishes in the area.  Also, please remember that Fr. Tri is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Saturdays from 3:00-4:00 pm and Sunday mornings from 11:00-11:45 am.
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