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Introduction: My college professor who was always right: 

When I went to Bible college, I had a professor we called “Doc Martin.” That’s because 
he was a doctor, and his last name was Martin. He was also the dean of the school, so he 
sometimes called himself “Dean Martin.” Nobody under the age of 40 gets that joke! 

He was an educated man, many degrees, wrote books… But, there’s one thing he said I’ll 
never forget: “My opinion is always right. How could it not be? If it wasn’t right, it 
wouldn’t be my opinion!” I’m still not sure if we was joking or not. 

Our flesh always want to be right: 

Joking or no, there is one that’s true: your flesh always wants to be right. Your flesh will 
gladly give up every vice: lust, lying, cheating… before it gives up this one. 

Your weak, earthly side wants to justify itself above all else. It doesn’t matter who you 
are, there is this urge within you to that says, “I have to be right.” And you'll use any 
means necessary to prove you are right. 

It’s worse for Christians: 

This is true for everybody, but I’m convinced this is a greater temptation for Christians. 
We, above all other people, are certain we are right. After all, we study the Bible. Over 
time, we gain more and more of its knowledge. 

But if we’re not careful, we’ll convince ourselves that the things we know or the things 
we do make us right. The flesh looks for anything it can use to justify itself. And if you 
give in to this temptation… bad things will happen. 

For the people who think, “What if I am right?” 

Now, some of you might be thinking, “But I am right. I study the Bible. I serve God. Isn’t 
that what it means to be a Christian? If we’re not right, who is?” Well, A wise man once 
wrote, “If anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet.” (1 Corinthians 
8:2). I’m here today to warn you about a very real danger that every person here faces. 
And, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, that danger is greater for you. 

The danger of being “right in your own eyes” 

The Bible calls this problem being “right in your own eyes.” It’s also called 
self-righteousness. It’s the belief that you are right because of what you know or what you 



do. If you believe this, you’ll even convince yourself that this is why you are right with 
God.  

Even a person who has walked with God for years, can end up believing, “Hey, I know a 
lot! I do a lot, for God! That must be why he loves me. That is why I’m accepted by the 
Lord.”  

When you think way, you start down a very dangerous road. You’ll look at people 
differently; treat them poorly; think of yourself more than what you are. Worse still, you 
will end up misrepresenting the very God whom you worship.  

What are we going to do about this? 

But there is hope. You can be free from the temptation of being “right in your own eyes.” 
I warn you, though, there is a part of you that doesn’t want to listen to this message. 
Ignore it. For some of you, this message could result in your eternal salvation. For others, 
this message will wake you up to a very real problem in your heart. 

Looking at some people who all thought they were right: 

Today, we are going to look a few people who were right in their own eyes. So much so, 
they fought each other over it. The problem? None of them were right! Turn with me to 
the book of Job, chapter 9. My message is entitled, “Don’t Be Right.” I named it that 
deliberately to upset some of you. You’re welcome.  

What is the solution to being right: 

Let me give you the solution to this problem right up front, because suspense is 
overrated. None of us are right, despite what we know or do. The only solution is to put 
our trust in someone who can make us right. Job longed for such a person, but we have 
him. His name is Jesus. 

How did things start out with Job? 

But, what actually happened to Job? Let’s quickly recap his story. Job was the greatest 
man living in the East (Job 1:3). He was rich, with ten children. Plus, he was blameless, 
upright, feared God, and shunned evil. He had everything a person could want out of life 
and, on top of that, he had godly character. But everything changed after a conversation 
between God and Satan. 

God’s talk with Satan about Job: 

God told Satan (the accuser) all about Job’s good qualities. But, interestingly enough, 
Satan still found a way to slander this good man.1 

1 Hill and Andrew, A Survey of the Old Testament, Kindle Edition, chapter 21: First, the satan1 implies in 1:9–11 that 
God’s policy of blessing the righteous is counterproductive to the development of true righteousness. Blessing 
induces people to be righteous for what they stand to gain from it. He suggests that his claim can be demonstrated by 



Job 1:9–11 (ESV)  

9 Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason? 10 Have you 
not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have 
blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 11 But 
stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.”  

Your personal merit does not make you right: 

People have struggled with the book of Job. They’ve tried to understand why God put Job 
through so much misery. But that’s not the point of the book. Job’s ordeal becomes an 
opportunity to explore deeper spiritual truth. 

What truth is God revealing to us in Job 1:9–11? It’s this: Job’s good works and 
reputation was not bulletproof. Satan still found a way to accuse Job, despite 
doing nothing wrong. 

That should wake you up. Satan just doesn’t accuse you when you sin. Even 
when you do good, he’ll find a way to condemn you. Even with such spectacular 
merits as Job’s, his good qualities did not win him points in the courtroom of 
heaven. Satan saw to that. 

If you think all your good works are enough, think again. God is telling us this: your 
standing before him is not secured by your merit. Job was better than all of us, yet when 
judged on his own, Satan still found a way to accuse him. 

You are never right because of something you have or can do.  

What ends up happening to Job: 

You probably know what happened next. Job loses everything, even his children. He is 
then afflicted with painful boils. He’s only left with is his lovely wife… The rest of the 
book is mostly Job and his companions arguing. That’s worse than the boils! Men who 
should have comforted Job blathered on and on about why this was all his fault.2 Does 
that sound familiar? These men were smart; they were spiritual. They had profound 
things to say. Yet they were completely wrong when they said God was punishing Job for 
sin. 

Job’s friends think they are right: 

2 Hill and Andrew, A Survey of the Old Testament, Kindle Edition, chapter 21: In the dialogue section, the friends 
become more and more antagonistic, while Job increasingly isolates himself and directs his statements to God. It is 
difficult to find anything wrong with the theology of the friends, though their role as comforters leaves much to be 
desired. The friends affirm traditional theology: The righteous will prosper and the wicked will suffer. This is known as 
“the retribution principle” and is affirmed in general in the books of Psalms and Proverbs. 

cutting off Job’s blessings. The satan’s contention is that righteousness purely for righteousness’ sake does not exist 
and, indeed, cannot exist in the system that God operates. God’s policies are placed on trial here, not Job. 



You see, they had plenty of theological knowledge (not all of which was accurate, mind 
you3). But they assumed that their knowledge made them right, and so they made false 
accusations against a suffering man. They kept telling him, “You sinned, that is why God 
is punishing you.” 

Job 8:5–6 (ESV)  

5 If you will seek God and plead with the Almighty for mercy, 6 if you are pure and 
upright, surely then he will rouse himself for you and restore your rightful habitation.  

Sounds pretty good. The problem was, Job was not being punished for sin.4 Job defended 
himself against their accusations. The arguments got uglier and uglier. This is pretty 
common when you are convinced you are right and everyone else is wrong. You fight 
people; you become bitter. In the end, your “rightness” only brings pain to those in need. 

Job has a similar problem: 

But, where Job’s friends thought they were right because of what they knew, Job had 
another problem. He was convinced that he had been right, based on what he did. 

Job, like his friends, had fallen for the lie that God accepted him because of his merits. 
Job had become so confident in his own rightness that when he lost everything, he 
became confused, bordering on hopeless.5 He grew so disillusioned that he even said, “It 
would have been better if I was never born” (see Job 3). 

Job begins to acknowledge he can’t challenge God: 

But, over the course of his book, Job begins to understand the truth: God is right and he 
can’t argue against him. As we read in chapter 8, Bildad told Job that God shows mercy 
to sinners. In chapter 9 verses 1, 2 we see Job’s response, “Then Job answered and said: 
Truly I know that it is so: But how can a man be in the right before God?” 

Job is coming to terms with the fact that there is nothing he can do to impress, challenge, 
or win over God.6 He admits he can’t even beat God in a battle of words. He goes on in 
verse 3, “If one wished to contend with [God], one could not answer him once in a 

6 Andersen, TOTC: Job, Kindle Edition, 172: The language is forensic. How can a man win a legal dispute with God? Eliphaz has 
asked almost the same question (4:17). His negative answer came from the immense difference between almighty God and mortal 
man. Job is fully aware of the difficulty, but he is not daunted by it. 

5 Hill and Andrew, A Survey of the Old Testament, Kindle Edition, chapter 21: Job wonders how God can possibly 
allow the righteous person to suffer. Again, it is God’s policies that are on trial. 

4 Andersen, TOTC: Job, Kindle Edition, 171: ‌We have already insisted that Job and his friends are in basic agreement about the 
character of God. That is not where the debate centres. Their disagreement concerns the whys and where-fores of God’s dealings 
with Job, just as the story began with God and the Satan disagreeing over the character of Job. 

3 Hill and Andrew, A Survey of the Old Testament, Kindle Edition, chapter 21: The friends also affirm a deduced 
corollary: Those who prosper must be righteous and those who suffer must be wicked. Although this idea is never 
presented as truth by Scripture, it is clear that the Israelites largely believed it to be true. This corollary becomes the 
basis of the friends’ accusations against Job. If the retribution principle and its corollary are true, and if God is just, 
then Job must be guilty of some heinous crime. 



thousand times.” Doesn’t matter how wise or accomplished Job was. He couldn’t even 
get a word in edgewise, if he were to debate the Lord.7 

God’s mastery over creation reveals his might: 

Job elaborates on this reality by discussing God’s mighty power.   

Job 9:4-10 

Job is admitting God is Lord over all. Nothing can withstand him. If God can shake 
mountains, how can Job stop God from upending his life?8 Notice what he says next: 

Job 9:11-13 

Nobody can match the awesomeness of God. No man has the wits or intelligence to 
match a being as vast and magnificent as he. Job is beginning to understand that 
humanity’s might is pitiful, compared to God’s.9 

Job clings to his rightness, despite knowing so much about God: 

After taking all this in, Job restates his original problem. Listen to him: 

Job 9:14-24 

Job reasserts his rightness. Yet, he complains, that doesn’t matter. Because he can’t 
oppose God. 

You can hear Job’s bitterness in this section. He even said God mocks innocent’s 
suffering and gives the earth to wicked people. Strong words, Job. But is he right? Does 
God sit back and laugh when good people suffer? Does he purposefully give the world to 
evil men? Sure seems that way, sometimes.  

You can know a lot about God, but still be wrong: 

As irreverent as Job sounds at this moment, you need to feel the emotion behind his 
words. Throughout his ordeal, Job has been realizing one thing: his merits never won him 
a good life from God. All the good he ever did couldn’t stop these calamities from 
happening. And that’s hard for him to accept.  

9 Andersen, TOTC: Job, Kindle Edition, 172-173: The reverent (not sarcastic!) way he speaks here about the wisdom 
and strength of God shows how completely captivated his thought is with the power and justice of God, even though 
his thought cannot capture these realities. 
 

8 Andersen, TOTC: Job, Kindle Edition, 172: First, the infinite power of God leaves finite man a very unequal 
contestant. The recital in chapter 9 shows that Job is terribly aware of this vast difference. 

7 Hartley, NICOT: Job, Kindle Edition, (9:1–10:22): Here Job ponders the possibility of challenging his plaintiff, God, to 
enter into debate in order that the causes of God’s hostility against him may be faced and removed. Since his case 
never comes to the docket of the court, he is enduring punishment as though he had already been sentenced. The 
delay of his trial is thus a grave injustice. But believing in God’s commitment to justice, he wishes to enter into 
litigation and resolve the conflict. 



The text is revealing an important truth: you can know a lot about God, but still have a 
wrong view of him. You can be a follower of God, and end up in your own eyes. Job is 
learning this, but it’s a hard lesson for him to learn. 

 

It’s painful to admit you are wrong: 

Job is going through something we all have to go through. It’s painful to admit you are 
wrong. It’s even more painful, however, to realize you are wrong—but to refuse to admit 
it! God calls that kicking against the goads (see Acts 26:14). There is still a part of Job 
that can’t let go of being right. 

You will try to fight admitting you are wrong: 

When you begin to realize that you are wrong you will try to fight it. You will say to 
yourself, “No, I’m not wrong; everyone else is wrong.” You might even think God is 
wrong. But you are only fooling yourself. 

Humility does not come naturally to human beings. But, you must be humble and admit 
you are wrong. God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6). It’s 
painful to humble yourself and admit you are wrong. But the good news is, the more 
often you do it, the easier to becomes. Because humility is a lifestyle—and like all 
lifestyles, you have to practice it. 

Another term for admitting you are wrong in response to God’s truth is repentance. It’s a 
bitter pill to swallow, but it is the only medicine that can save you. 

Job laments his condition and says he can’t change it: 

Job is reluctant to take his medicine. His next tactic is to look away from God and 
complain about his problems again. See here in verse 25: 

Job 9:25–31 

This is typical. When we are in pain, we tend to wallow in it. We gather it up like a warm 
blanket. Job thinks he can excuse his wrong thinking by pointing to his pain. We do this 
all the time; we use our pain as a barrier, insulating us from our need to listen to God’s 
word. But not even being a victim scores you points with God. 



Job compared his plight to be dirty, humiliated.10 11 He accused his friends of making it 
worse with their accusations (“You plunge me into a pit”). But does his self-pitying make 
anything better? No. In the end, he has to face the truth. He must settle accounts with 
God. He needs an audience with the Lord to make this situation right. But he is realizing, 
he can’t do anything to make that possible. 

Job finally recognizes his righteousness isn’t enough: 

Job to demand answers from God, as if they were in court. But he can’t do that. God is 
too lofty for Job to approach. He expresses this in a poignant way in the next verse: 

Job 9:32 (ESV)  

32 For he is not a man, as I am, that I might answer him, that we should come to trial 
together.  

Job can’t go up to heaven and talk to God, can he? 12 And he can’t bring God down to an 
earthly court. So, what’s Job to do? Nothing, honestly. There is nothing Job can do to heal 
this rift that exists between himself and God. Even good, honest Job is too unworthy to 
make peace with the Lord. 

Realizing this, Job makes this powerful statement… 

Job longs for someone to arbiter between him and God: 

Job 9:33–35 (ESV)  

33 There is no arbiter between us, who might lay his hand on us both. 34 Let him take 
[God’s] rod away from me, and let not dread of him terrify me. 35 Then I would speak 
without fear of him, for I am not so in myself.  

Job’s made excuses, he’s tried to distract himself, he’s thrown a pity party. But now, he 
finally faces to the facts. Job can’t go to God and demands answers. All his right doing 
wasn’t enough. So, in this pitiful state, he begins to imagine a person who could go 
between him and God. He called this person an arbiter13 (or a mediator, as in a legal 

13 Andersen, TOTC: Job, Kindle Edition, 179: He sees the need for an umpire, whether he states it as a longing (RSV 
mg.; cf. NEB ‘If only there were one to arbitrate between us’) or as regret that there is none (RSV). The Hebrew word 
môkîḥ does not mean a judge, who merely decides who is in the right; he is a mediator who settles the quarrel by 
reconciliation, a negotiator who brings both parties together, by laying his hand upon us both as a common friend. 

12 Hartley, NICOT: Job, Kindle Edition, (9:1–10:22): His uneasiness at God’s treatment moves him to fill his lament 
with accusations against God. Most poignantly he charges God with violating his obligations of kindness toward his 
creature, the very obligations that are inherent in the act of creation. 

11 Hartley, NICOT: Job, Kindle Edition, (9:1–10:22): In a situation similar to Job’s, desolate Jerusalem is lamented as a 
lady clothed in filthy, soiled skirts that bear witness to her sin and loss of regal authority (Lam. 1:8–9). The garments 
that abhor Job are his garments of nobility, representing his honorable position of authority in the local assembly. Job 
is certain that if he tried to prove his innocence, God would disgrace him thoroughly. 

10 Hartley, NICOT: Job, Kindle Edition, (9:1–10:22): Job considers a possible way of clearing his character: performing 
a lustration rite that would prove his innocence to all.11 In such a ceremony he would use soapwort or lye, the 
strongest detergents available.12 His use of such strong detergents would enhance the outcome of such a rite; then 
the conclusion that he is morally pure would be incontestable. 



dispute),14 who could work out the conflict.15 If Job had such a representative, he would 
no have dread of God. He could finally speak to the Lord and know that he would listen. 

You can’t be right, but someone can be right for you. 

 

Job cannot go to God directly: 

Now, remember: Job was a good man. Yet all of his good deeds, all his theological 
knowledge… all his wealth, reputation, and social standing… none of it could bridge the 
gap that existed between he and God. When he was at his lowest point, when he needed 
God the most… his merits failed him completely.  

He needed someone to go to God in his place. Someone who would secure peace between 
this man and the Almighty. But who could ever do such a thing? 

Jesus is the mediator Job was longing for: 

Job couldn’t do it. His friends weren’t able to do it. His wife was not up to the task. No 
earthly judge would be able to accomplish this task. None of them were wise, mighty, or 
righteous enough to approach God. 

Who, in heaven or earth, was qualified for such a job? Who could be so good, so perfect, 
so strong, so right that he could stand before God on behalf of imperfect and utterly 
wrong human beings? 

This mediator Job was asking for would do more than secure a conversation. He would 
have to remove God’s rod of judgment that is pointed at us. He would have to remove the 
fear that God will condemn us. All so that we could free stand before God and ask for his 
help, forgiveness, and salvation. 

Who could do all that? Who could act as a mediator between fallen humans and God? 

1 Timothy 2:5–6 (ESV)  

5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper 
time.  

15 Hartley, NICOT: Job, Kindle Edition, (9:1–10:22): An earthly arbiter may resolve an issue between two parties. He 
listens to both sides of the controversy and works out a solution that is binding on both of them. Job wishes for such a 
heavenly umpire, one who could lay his hand on both God and himself and effect a reconciliation. In this instance lay 
the hand on means to ensure that both parties abide by the resolution. 

 ;yākaḥ 59× [N] to reason together (in a legal case); to be vindicated; [H] to rebuke, discipline, punish יכַָח [3519] 14
decide, argue, defend, judge; [Ho] to be chastened; [Ht] to lodge a charge against [3198] See argue; contend; judge; 
punish; rebuke. Mounce, William D. 2006. In Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old & New Testament 
Words, 949. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 



There is only one person who ever lived who would answer Job’s plea: Jesus Christ. He 
is the one who took the rod of judgment away from us. He is the one who is able to 
bridge the gap between fallen people and the righteous God. 

Jesus’s took on human flesh to be our mediator: 

But how is Jesus able to make wrong men right? Because he is both God and man. Jesus 
is God, yet he became a man just to fulfill this task. Job even comments on this in the 
next chapter: 

Job 10:4–5 (ESV)  

4 Have you eyes of flesh? Do you see as man sees? 5 Are your days as the days of man, or 
your years as a man’s years? 

Job sounds like he’s making accusations against God. But he is speaking with all of our 
voices. How can God understand what it’s like to be a human? How can he know what 
we are going through, creatures so weak, so frail, so quick to wither and die? God knows. 
Because in the greatest act of mercy and kindness, God himself became a man.  

Hebrews 2:14 (ESV)  

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 
same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that 
is, the devil.  

God took on human flesh and lived a life of a man. He knows what it’s like to be human, 
to live in this world, to deal with the very same issues we deal with today.16  

Jesus endured worse than Job: 

Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, was born a human being. But he did even more, 
much more, to bridge the gap between us and God. 

Remember Job’s pitiful state? He’s sitting in the dirt, his skin covered in sores. His lips 
were chapped, his eyes bloodshot from weeping. His clothes were tattered and filthy, not 
a penny to his name.17  

But Jesus suffered far worse. His character was greater than Job’s; the Bible said he did 
no evil (see Isaiah 53:9; 1 Peter 2:22). Yet he was rejected by his people, abandoned by 
his friends. Roman soldiers stretched him over a stake and whipped him with jagged 
rocks and bone until his body was torn to shreds (Mark 15:15). He was forced to carry his 
cross to Golgotha, where they took the Immaculate, Precious Lamb of God and brutally 

17 Clines, In New Bible Commentary, “Job”:  Job has many other symptoms as well, such as loss of weight (19:20), 
fever (30:30), nightmares (7:14) and sleeplessness (7:4), but these may well be psychosomatic expressions of his 
depression rather than effects of the skin disease. 

16 Packer, Knowing God, Kindle Edition, chapter 5: He had not ceased to be God; he was no less God then than 
before; but he had begun to be man. He was not now God minus some elements of his deity, but God plus all that he 
had made his own by taking manhood to himself. He who made man was now learning what it felt like to be man. 



nailed him to a tree (John 19:17–18). They stripped him bare of his clothes as he hung 
there, humiliated, like a common criminal. 

People mocked him as he suffered on the cross, rejected, pitiful, despised more than any 
other human (Mark 15:29–32). The Bible says he didn’t even look like a person (see 
Isaiah 52:14), because of his torment. And on top of this, he endured God’s holy wrath 
meant for sinners (see Mark 10:38; 2 Corinthians 5:21).18 

He did this, all so he could restore our fellowship with the Father. So that he could put his 
hand on our shoulder and his hand on the Father’s shoulder and say, “Take your rod of 
judgment from them, Father. I have taken their punishment. This man, this woman, is 
now your beloved child.” 

What Job longed for in the dust you and I have! Job’s arbiter is our savior, Jesus Christ. 
We have an eternal mediator who has gone before us and secured our right standing with 
God. Jesus is the only human who has the right to be called right—yet he gives us his 
perfect righteousness. Jesus is the One who makes us right. 

To the unbeliever, Jesus is your only salvation: 

I’m not going to pretend that everyone here believes this. You may have gone to church 
your whole life, but that doesn’t cut any ice with God. You can only approach God and 
know he will hear you, if you put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. That means giving 
up ownership of your life and giving it to Jesus. You must say to God, “I believe Jesus 
died for me and rose again. I believe he is the Son of God, and my Lord and Savior.” 

To the Christian, your theology is not enough: 

Now, here’s where I’ll make perhaps 90% of you mad at me. Being a Christian doesn’t 
mean you’re right because of what you know or do. It means you are trusting in the One 
who makes you right, with God, through his shed blood. 

We are a Bible-teaching church. Many of you have spent years studying the scriptures. 
You read books on the Bible; you know your theology backwards and forwards. 

Here me now when I say this: Your theology is not enough. It’s not enough to save you, 
it’s not even enough to sanctify you, it’s not enough to make you a “good” Christian. 
Your theology, no matter how good it is, means little when compared to the awesomeness 
of the God of Job. 

18 Packer, Knowing God, Kindle Edition, chapter 18:The wrath of God against us, both present and to come, has been 
quenched. How was this effected? Through the death of Christ. “When we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled 
to him through the death of his Son” (5:10). The “blood”—that is, the sacrificial death—of Jesus Christ abolished 
God’s anger against us and ensured that his treatment of us forever after would be propitious and favorable. 
Henceforth, instead of showing himself to be against us, he would show himself in our life and experience to be for 
us. 



Theology, Bible knowledge, is a good thing. Theology is supposed to help us understand 
and explain the scriptures.19 But you can become so confident in your knowledge—that 
you convince yourself that you are right. Maybe always right. 

We’re always tempted to replace the blood of Jesus with something else. For some, they 
think their obedience makes them right. Others think their knowledge of the Bible is what 
makes them right. 

The only thing that makes right, makes you who you are is the blood of Jesus. Your real 
identity comes from Christ. Your sense of self-worth comes from Christ. The thing that 
makes you confident as a person… can only come from the person of Jesus Christ. You 
don’t earn that from God. You can’t work for it. You only gives it to you because he loves 
you. And that never changes, no matter how long you are a Christian. 

Your standing is only and forever secure by the blood of Jesus: 

My friends, hear me when I say you never reach a point in your Christian walk were you 
begin to depend on your merits. Merits are things you do. Things you know. 

It’s very easy to begin to think that way. But no matter how long you’ve been a Christian, 
no matter how long you’ve been serving the Lord, you are always totally dependent on 
the grace of God provided for you by Jesus Christ. 

Romans 5:1–2 (ESV)  

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  

Grace is is God’s unmerited favor. You can’t earn it; he gives it to you when you believe. 
Some people think grace is only needed for salvation. Not true. Grace isn’t just the door 
into salvation. It is the ground we are standing on.  

How do you make sure you are not “right in your own eyes”? 

So, how do we make sure we are not right in our own eyes? Let’s follow Job’s example. 
Oh, yes, he figured it out, eventually. Job recognized that, on his own, he wasn’t right. 
God himself speaks to Job. And this is how he responded: 

Job 42:3a, 6 (ESV) 

19 Grudem, Systematic Theology, Kindle Edition, Introduction: We can teach others most effectively if we can direct 
them to the most relevant passages and suggest an appropriate summary of the teachings of those passages. Then 
the person who questions us can inspect those passages quickly for himself or herself and learn much more rapidly 
what the teaching of the Bible is on a particular subject. Thus the necessity of systematic theology for teaching what 
the Bible says comes about primarily because we are finite in our memory and in the amount of time at our disposal. 
The basic reason for studying systematic theology, then, is that it enables us to teach ourselves and others what the 
whole Bible says, thus fulfilling the “teaching” part of the Great Commission. 



“I have uttered what I did not understand… therefore I despise myself repent in dust and 
ashes.” 

He made no excuses, didn’t blame anyone else; he simply humbled himself and 
repented.20 Jesus makes us right, when we repent. Repentance means there is a change 
in your heart. You let go of the lies you were once believing and embrace the truth. In 
mind and heart you turn away from false things and to the one who can save you, Jesus 
Christ. 

How an unbeliever can become “right”: 

Perhaps you are here today and you conflicted. You’re not certain if you are right with 
God at all. All your church attendance, good works, and right opinions won’t save you. 
Nothing you can do or know will make you “right.” 

You need Jesus. To be saved from sin and death, you must put your faith in Jesus Christ. 
Faith is not simply agreeing with the Bible, it is putting your entire life into God’s hands. 
That’s true repentance. You must believe Jesus is the Son of God who died and rose 
again.  

Romans 10:9 (ESV)  

9 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  

You can do that today. In a few moments, we will have a time of prayer. Let me urge you 
to come down and speak with me or one of the folks who’ll be at the front. We’ll pray 
with you, as you accept Jesus as your savior. 

What is the Christian to do, in light of this message? 

But, what about the Christians in this room? Perhaps this message has pricked your heart. 
Maybe something I said got you mad. Don’t hardened your heart to God’s word. 

Theology is good. Doing good works is good. But these things don’t make you right. 
Your opinions don’t make you right. You are only “right” because of Jesus. 

Humbly admit to God that it was never up to you. You always and forever are dependent 
on his grace. The grace of God is what saved you, the grace of God is what is sanctifying 
you, and the grace of God is what will perfect you when Jesus returns. 

Repent by telling God that you are letting go of being right in your own eyes. Thank him 
that he is forever the right one, who makes you right in him. Come down and pray with 
us. Ask the Lord to give you are fresh understanding of his love and grace for you.  

20Oden, ACCS: Job, CHRYSOSTOM: …I attach no importance to myself, he says; I am only going to present the 
justification of God with regard to what has happened before. I was not even worthy of that. It is when Job has 
condemned himself that God justifies him. 



Remember, your true value, worth, and purpose are forever found in the person of Jesus 
Christ. Don’t be right. 


