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ST STEPHEN MARTYR CATROLIE CHURCH

GOSPEL MEDITATION ENCOURAGE DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

- Once I was invited to a group meeting with Pope Francis. Entering
J. the room, I paused, eyeing the seats next to the Pope’s fancy chair.
« - Someone saw my paralysis and invited me to sit in the seat farthest

-~ from what | wanted. Hiding my disappointment, I sat. We waited.
To our surprise, an aid pointed out that those seats were still empty
and invited me and another to have them. We calmly but gleefully
strode across the room and sat. Pope Francis entered, and we en-
™ joyed two hours of amazingly uplifting conversation.

Jesus says this week to us: “When you are invited, go and take the lowest place so that when the

host comes to you he may say, ‘My friend, move up to a higher position.” Then you will enjoy

the esteem of your companions at the table” (Luke 14:10). This is not about how to score free
seat upgrades. Rather, it is a wise pattern for the whole of life. It is how to live free from the anx-
iety of constantly grasping for status and recognition.

Jesus perfectly embodies his seat-taking advice. He eschews his glorious throne for the lowest:
death on a cross, that lonely chair we all deserve. In his resurrection, he calls us up higher to his
marvelous banquet seats. This week, perhaps we should look for opportunities to choose the low-
est seat. We’ll be pleasantly surprised when we do. — Father John Muir

LAEBOR DAY

SEPTEMEBER1
CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION
September 5, 2025

Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
3:00 P.M.—5:30 P.M.

B i
OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

Are you an adult inter-
ested in joining the Cath-
olic faith, or completing
the sacraments of Bap-
tism, First Communion and Confirmation?

St Stephen's OCIA will be having meetings
to answer your questions!

Please join us on one of the following dates
for a orientation meeting in Room 1
from11:30 to 12:30.

Sunday, September 7th

~ *St. Stephen Martyr Church
Hawaiian Gala

Sunday, October 12th
4:30pm to 9:00pm

Doubletree Hotel

$85.00
Tickets are available for
"?\purchase at the parish office
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Registration for the 2025 - 2026
Confirmation year is currently underway and
will end on the second week of September.
Classes begin on
Saturday, September 13, 2025
9am - 10am in room S

Who is Confirmation designed for?
Confirmation is a two-year process for high
school teenagers who are preparing for the Sac-
rament of Confirmation. Year 1 is for teens go-
ing into 9th, 10th, or 11th grade and Year 2
follows subsequently.

Please contact Rannie (626)253-4933 or David

(626)267-7603 for more information about
registration.

Fr. Joseph Magdaong
Pastor

Fr. Ali Kanissius
Associate Pastor

Armando & Irene Estrada
Deacon Couple

Alicia Vazquez
Office Manager

Dale Ann Torbey
Business Manager

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday
5:00 PM (English)

Sunday
7:00 AM (English)
9:00 AM (Spanish)
11:00 AM (Indonesian)
1:00 PM (English)

Monday—Saturday
8:30 AM (English)

Perpetual Help Novena Mass
6:00 PM (English)

Friday
6:00 PM (Bilingual)

Confessions
Saturdays 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM
No Appointment needed

PARISH OFFICE
HOURS
Monday - Friday
9am—épm
(closed 1pm—2pm
for lunch)

Please call the parish office
for assistance or to schedule
an appointment.

“We are a diverse faith
community that strives
to conform ourselves
into the image of Christ
in and through the
power of the Holy Spirit,
and nourished by The
Word, Sacraments and
Tradition to give glory
to God and to be a light
unto the nations.”

WEBSITE:STSTEPHENMPK.ORG - EMAIL: ST.STEPHEN.MARTYR@GMAIL.COM




MEDITACION DEL
EVANGELIO ALENTAR
UN ENTENDIMIENTO MAS
PROFUNDO DE LA
ESCRITURA
(Has intentado alguna vez o has
tenido la experiencia de entrar
por alguna puerta angosta? Es
™ incomodo y te sientes apretado si
intentan entrar mas de dos personas al mismo tiempo. Nos
gustan las puertas anchas, altas y bonitas. La puerta angosta
es para entrar de uno en uno, no mas. "Esfuércense por entrar
por la puerta angosta, porque yo les digo que muchos trataran
de entrar y no lo logrardn" (Lucas 13:24). La manera de
hablar de Jesus es diferente a otras ocasiones. Habla claro y
directo: dice "esfuércense". Nada es facil; moldear la arcilla

de lo que estamos hechos requiere de esfuerzo.

El Evangelio de hoy también nos advierte: "Unos que estaban
entre los ultimos son ahora los primeros, mientras que los
primeros han pasado a ser los ultimos" (Lucas 13:30). jQué
sorpresa tan grande! Dios no nos reconocerd por nuestros
titulos ni por los puestos de importancia en la sociedad, mu-
cho menos por la riqueza y las propiedades. Asi que, ahora si,
se comprende el mensaje de esforzarse para entrar por la
puerta angosta. "Ahora considero un deber mio explicarles
por qué la puerta es angosta. Cualesquiera que desee entrar,
primero, y antes que nada, tiene que poseer una fe honrada e
incontaminada; en segundo lugar, una vida sin mancha, sin
pecado, en la que no existan posibilidades de culpa, con-
forme a la medida de Ila justicia humana" (San Cirilo de
Alejandria, 375-444, Comentario al Evangelio de San Lucas).

CONFIRMACION

La inscripcion para el afo 2025-2026 de
. Confirmacion estd actualmente en marcha y
/ \\ finalizara la segunda semana de septiembre.
l \ Las clases comienzan el sabado 13 de sep-
tiembre de 2025 de 9am a 10am en el salon 5.
(Para  quién esta diseiiada la  Confirmacion?
La Confirmacién es un proceso de dos afios para adolescen-
tes de secundaria que se estdn preparando para el Sacramento
de la Confirmacion. El primer afio es para adolescentes que
estan en el 9.°, 10.° 0 11.° grado y el segundo afio sigue pos-
teriormente.

Comuniquese con Rannie (626)253-4933 o David (626)267-
7603 para registrarse.

Adoraciow del Santisimo-
5 de septiembre 2025

Adoracion del Santisimo
3:00 PM.— 5:30 P.M.
Misa
6:00 P.M.

VIGESIMO SEGUNDO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO - 31 DE AGOSTO, 2025

Luz del Espiritu Santo
Grupo de QOracion

Predicador
Jose Ceballos
miercoles, septiembre 3
las 6:00pm

Por sus llagas eres sanado
Isaias 53:5

MISA DE SANACION

viernes, 12 de septiembre 6:00pm
Misa sera bilingue

Proyecto de Reparacion: ;Su Apoyo Importa!
Estimada Familia Parroquial:

A medida que continuamos creciendo y sirviendo a nuestra
comunidad, es esencial que nuestras instalaciones reflejen
nuestro compromiso de brindar un espacio acogedor y seguro
para el culto, la confraternidad y el ministerio. Actualmente,
nuestra linea de gas del sistema de climatizacion (HVAC)
requiere reparaciones importantes para garantizar que po-
damos seguir ofreciendo un ambiente de culto comodo y
calido durante el proximo invierno.

Este proyecto de reparacion, con un costo estimado de
$14,700.00, es vital para el éxito continuo de la misién de San
Esteban en nuestra comunidad. Solicitamos su consideracion
y generoso apoyo financiero para ayudarnos a alcanzar esta
meta. Cada donacidén, grande o pequefia, nos acerca a gar-
antizar un espacio vibrante y funcional en los afios venideros.

Para obtener mas informacion sobre este proyecto y hacer una
donacion, comuniquese con la oficina parroquial. También
puede contribuir a través de nuestra plataforma de donaciones
en linea o marcando su sobre de donaciéon como "Proyecto de
Reparacion de Linea de Gas" y entregandolo en la oficina
parroquial o depositandolo en la canasta de recoleccion.

Gracias por su fidelidad y colaboracion en el ministerio mien-

tras trabajamos juntos para fortalecer nuestra iglesia y comun-
idad.




AUGUST 31, 2025 - TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

o A T, e o
Bible Study Coming Soon! v oG WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
) L . S\/3H ?’i Offertory/Online:
"The Bible Timeline - The Story of "mpsg: (Vi’ '-fC 4’ August 20—24 $ 6,883.00
Salvation” video series with workbook . s V GIF # Weekly Expenses: 9 242.00
We would like to schedule on Sunday before or it Over/(Under) 5—’—5(2,359.00)

after the Tpm mass!

Please call Denise Gonzalez
626-327-2113 for further information.

Thank you for your continued
support and generosity.

SATURDAY, AUGusST 30, 2025

5:00 pm Rick Erhard (D)
SunDpAY, AuGusT 31, 2025
. 7:00 am Maggie Perales - Happy Birthday!!!
FrldaY’ Septemb er 9:00 am Jose y Josefa Fernandez (D)
1 2 h 6 " 0 0 Mario Alberto Gonzalez (D)
t . pm Ioanna Jacobo y Familia (L)
°7e 1:00 pm Sr. Anne Carlino (D)
Blllngual Mass MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2025
8:30 am Vikky Rogers (L)
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2025
8:30 am Alicia Valdez (L)
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2025
8:30 am Erlinda Farol (D)
6:00 pm Del Sabado (D)

Jesus said to St. Mary of Jesus Crucified: “I ardently | 1, rspAY. SEPTEMBER 4. 2025

hope that priests celebrate a Mass every month in  g.30 ., ’ Sr. Ann’e Carlino (D)
honor of the Holy Spirit. Whoever offers it or hears it,

will be honored by the Holy Spirit Himself; he will FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2025

have light, he will have peace. He will heal the sick, 8:30 am Maria Guadalupe Gonzales (D)
wake those who sleep...” 6:00 pm Arleen Seager (D)
(Saint Mary of Jesus Crucified) SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2025

8:30 am Josie Sample (L)

Repair Project: Your Support Matters!
Dear Church Family,

As we continue to grow and serve our community, it's essential that our facilities reflect our commitment to providing a wel-
coming and safe space for worship, fellowship, and ministry. Currently, our HVAC gas line requires significant repairs to
ensure we can continue to offer a comfortable warm worship environment this coming winter season.

This repair project, estimated at $14,700.00, is vital to the ongoing success of St. Stephens’ mission in our community. We
are asking for your prayerful consideration and generous financial support to help us reach this goal. Every donation, large or
small, brings us closer to ensuring a vibrant and functional space for years to come.

To learn more about this project and make a donation, please contact the parish office. You can also contribute through our
online giving platform or by marking your donation envelope for "Gas Line Repair Project" and delivering it to the parish
office or placing it in the collection basket.

Thank you for your faithfulness and partnership in ministry as we work together to strengthen our church and community.

Please Pray For... Lung - Tam Family, Rosalie Pinto, Augie & Annamae Koch, Jesusita Serrano, Mayra Alvarenga, Alicia Val-
dez, Armando Romo, Dolores Munoz, Carmelita Rodriguez, Alicia Islas, Juan Manuel Soto, Denise Gonzales, Sally Ann Thomas,
Jennifer De Coteau, Case De Coteau, Laura Sesti, Heather McGee, Angie Rivas, Maggie Perales, Lucy Orlandi, Guadalupe Ayala,
Rigoberto Alvarenga, Helen Rivera, Margarita Audelo, Amelia Barraza, Alicia Nunez, Carlos Espinoza Ornelas, Vikky Rogers

To insure that the prayer list is accurate, please contact the parish office on a monthly basses if you would like for your name
to remain on the list.



LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME

SUPPORT

OUR

ADVERTISERS!

Travis Lawmaster

tlawmaster@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2688

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

“JS e” c !tm”
AR
E SERVICE
* MAINTENANCE

* INSTALLATION

626-357-5311

Anthony Helbing —
1630 S. Myrtle Ave. * Monrovia
www.airtro.com =

| Lic. No. 258228

@ Alistate

AUTO - HOME LIFE
Life insurance. For all the right reasons.
Help provide income replacement to protect those you love.

RENZ BERANGO CA Insurance License #0M81596
Exclusive Agent email: renz.berango@allstate.com
"The Best Compliment is a Referral"

(323) 360-9889

Two easy ways to order:

AngelusNews.com/Bulletin | 844-245-6630

OGHOA’S GARDENING SERVIGE

Clean-Up *New Lawn ¢ Main Line’s Maintenance * Tree Trimming

Tree Cut & Remove ° Sprinklers Service ®* Complete Gardening Service
Pasto Nuevo * Podamos Arboles * Linea Principal :

Removemos Arboles °Limpieza en General

Jardineria en General ¢ Instalamos Regadores

Servicio de Mantenimiento

FREE ESTIMATES - ESTIMADOS GRATIS
Ask for FELIX: (626) 643-6325

MDMedAlert!™ [2es

+« Ambulance v Police/Fire $1
« Family/Friends « GPS & Fall Alert

com 800.808.9294 3

B
ik md-medalert.com -

Imo.

O IO
CEMETERIES

& MORTUARIES

EVERLASTING FAITH. EVERLASTING

LIFE.

DESIGN

¢QUIERES PROTECCION,
PERMISO Y PAPELES®?

iYo quiero que el proximo
MILAGRO SEA EL TUYO!™

with

purchase

Bligdis
S BATD ESCANEA y AGENDA

tu consulta.

of this
space

~-fFr.«s |

CALL
800-950-9952

Abogada Alexandra
Abogada de Inmigracién

LLAMA AHORA AL

(626) 884 4749

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

A ministry of the Church

serving the faithful

CatholicCM.org
(213) 637-7801

'%%?

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

St. Stephen Martyr Catholic Church, Monterey Park, CA A 4C 05-1108



