
“We are a diverse faith 

community that strives to 

conform ourselves into 

the image of Christ in 

and through the  

power of the Holy Spirit, 

and nourished by The 

Word, Sacraments and  

Tradition to give glory to 

God and to be a light 

unto the nations.” 

Fr. Joseph Magdaong 
 Pastor 

 

Fr. Ali Kanissius 
 Associate Pastor 

 

Armando & Irene Estrada 
Deacon Couple 

 

Alicia Vazquez  
Office Manager 

  

Dale Ann Torbey  
Business Manager 

MASS SCHEDULE  
Saturday  

5:00 PM (English)                              
 

Sunday  
7:00 AM (English)   
9:00 AM (Spanish)    

11:00 AM (Indonesian)   
1:00 PM (English)                

 

Monday—Saturday 
8:30 AM (English) 

 

Perpetual Help Novena Mass  
6:00 PM (English) 

 

Friday  
6:00 PM (Bilingual)     

 

Confessions 
Saturdays 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

No Appointment needed 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM—6:00 PM  

(closed 1:00PM -  

2:00 PM for lunch) 
 

Please call the parish office 
for assistance or to schedule 

an appointment.  

320 W. GARVEY AVE. MONTEREY PARK 91754  (626)573-0427 

ST STEPHEN MARTYR CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION ENCOURAGE DEEPER  
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE  

 

This weekend, our nation celebrates the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence. Unlike most nations, the United States was not founded primarily on a 
shared ethnicity, language, or culture. Instead, our founders built a political community out 
of diverse peoples united by a shared vision of liberty. That vision echoes something deep in 
the Christian mystery revealed in today’s Gospel. 
 

Jesus returns to his hometown. The people see only what is familiar: the carpenter, the son of 
Mary, one of their own. As Mark tells us, “They took offense at him. Jesus said, ‘A prophet 
is not without honor except in his native place and among his own kin and in his own 
house.’” Their narrow vision blinds them. Jesus has come to inaugurate a new communion 
that transcends geography, bloodlines, and culture. He has come to unite all people in him-
self. 
 

At its best, America’s national unity reflects this possibility, which fully subsists only in the 
Catholic Church. Our unity is not based on ancestry or tribe, but on a shared commitment to 
higher ideals. For this reason, we can love our country with gratitude while situating patriot-
ism within the broader horizon of faith. 
 

Rooted in Christ, we are less vulnerable to the unholy tribalism that threatens civic life and 
faith. This weekend, let us thank God for our nation and pray that we also live as citizens of 
Heaven in Jesus Christ.— Father John Muir 

WEBSITE:STSTEPHENMPK.ORG - EMAIL: ST.STEPHEN.MARTYR@GMAIL.COM 

 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
ENCOURAGE DEEPER  

UNDERSTANDING  
OF SCRIPTURE 

In his song, “Lose Your-
self,” the artist Eminem 
raps, “the mood all 
changed.” 
 

We all know that moment 
when the mood changes, 
when life turns from light-
hearted to deadly serious. 
That happens in today’s 

Gospel. Jesus has just heard that John the Bap-
tist, his cousin, forerunner, and friend, has been 
murdered. As Matthew tells us, “When Jesus 
heard of it, he withdrew in a boat to a deserted 
place by himself.” Until now, he had been 
teaching in parables and healing quietly. But 
John’s death signals a new phase. The shadow 
of the Cross begins to fall. Evil shows its teeth. 
 

And how does Jesus respond? Not with rage or 
despair. He goes to a lonely place to go into 
deep communion with his Father. From that 
silence comes action. He feeds the multitude. 
Out of grief comes generosity. Out of sorrow, 
life. 
 

This is the rhythm of every disciple’s life. 
When tragedy or violence breaks our hearts, we 
face a choice. We can react, or we can retreat 
into prayer — like and with Christ. This is the 
hidden place where pain becomes compassion 
and compassion becomes self-gift. 
 

Lord Jesus, when life intensifies, draw me into 
Your quiet strength. In that hidden place with 
You and the Father, turn my heartbreak into the 
bread of love for the world. Amen. 
— Father John Muir 

 

Are you an adult interested in joining the 

Catholic faith, or completing the sacraments 

of Baptism, First Communion and Confirma-

tion? Registration will begin in August. Clas-

ses start in September.  

 

Please contact Denise Gonzales at (626)

327-2113 for more information. 

Registration for the 2026 - 2027 
Confirmation year is currently underway and 
will end on the second week of September. 

 

Orientation Day 
Saturday, September 12th, 2026 

9am in room 5 
 

Classes begin on  
Saturday, September 19th, 2026 

9am in room 5 
 

Who is Confirmation designed for?  
Confirmation is a two-year process for high 
school teenagers who are preparing for the Sac-
rament of Confirmation. Year 1 is for teens go-
ing into 9th, 10th, or 11th grade and Year 2 fol-
lows subsequently.  
 

Please contact Rannie (626)253-4933, David 
(626)267-7603 or Mirna (213)309-3715 for 
more information about registration. 



DÉCIMOCTAVO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO - 2 DE AGOSTO, 2026 

 

MEDITACIÓN DEL EVANGELIO ALENTAR UN  
ENTENDIMIENTO MÁS PROFUNDO  

DE LA ESCRITURA 
Cuando Jesús se entera de la muerte de Juan el Bautista, de-
cide embarcarse él solo y retirarse a lejos. Sintió un profundo 
dolor por aquella muerte injusta. Sin embargo, el Evangelio 
nos narra que la gente salió de los pueblos y se fueron a pie 
por la orilla para esperarlo cuando Él llegara. El texto nos 
sigue narrando que Jesús sintió misericordia por todas 
aquellas personas y las acogió, curó y atendió, porque Él no 
quiere que nadie pase necesidad. Al llegar la tarde, sus 
discípulos querían que despidiera a la gente para que fueran a 
buscar alimento. A esto Jesús responde: “No tienen por qué 
irse; denles ustedes de comer” (Mateo 14:16). A raíz de esta 
pregunta surge el milagro de la multiplicación de los panes. 
 

“Vivir la comunión con Cristo es algo muy distinto de per-
manecer pasivos y ajenos a la vida cotidiana; por el contrario, 
nos introduce cada vez más en la relación con los hombres y 
mujeres de nuestro tiempo, para ofrecerles un signo concreto 
de la misericordia y de la atención de Cristo. Mientras nos 
nutre de Cristo, la Eucaristía que celebramos nos transforma 
poco a poco también a nosotros en Cuerpo de Cristo y en 
alimento espiritual para los hermanos. Jesús quiere llegar a 
todos, para llevar a todos el amor de Dios” (Papa Francisco, 
17-08-2016). ¿Qué nos dice Jesús hoy, a ti y a mí? ¿Qué 
debemos hacer para atender las necesidades de los demás? El 
reto es confiar en la Palabra de Dios y poner nuestros propios 
panes y peces al servicio de quien lo necesite. 

 

Predicador 

Jose Ceballos 

miercoles 5 de agosto 

las 6:00p.m.  
 

Presencial en Salon 6 

Zoom ID 829 4029 7572  

CONFIRMACION 
Inscripciones para el año académico 2026-2027 

de las clases de Confirmación ya está abierto y finalizará  
la segunda semana de septiembre. 

 

Día de orientación 
sábado, 12 de septiembre a las 9:00 am en el salon 5 

 

Comienzo de clases: 
sábado, 19 de septiembre a las 9:00am en el salon 5 

 

¿Para quién está diseñada la Confirmación? 
La Confirmación es un proceso de dos años para adolescentes 
de secundaria que se están preparando para el Sacramento de 
la Confirmación. El primer año es para adolescentes que es-
tan en el 9.º, 10.º o 11.º grado y el segundo año sigue posteri-
ormente. 
 

Comuníquese con Rannie (626)253-4933, David (626)267-
7603 o Mirna (213)309-3715 para registrarse.  

Adoración del Santísimo  

 7 de agosto 2026 
 

Adoración del Santísimo  
3:00 P.M.– 5:30 P.M. 

 

Misa 
6:00 P.M. 



 

Please Pray For... Lung - Tam Family, Rosalie Pinto, Augie & Annamae Koch, Jesusita Serrano, Alicia Valdez, Armando Romo, 
Dolores Munoz, Alicia Islas, Denise Gonzales, Laura Sesti, Guadalupe Ayala, Helen Rivera, Margarita Audelo, Amelia Barraza, Alicia 
Nunez, Vikky Rogers, Michael Anthony Barraza, Leo Sanchez, Douglas Perales, Frances, Krystal & Sai Lam, Carlos Espinoza Ornelas, 
Bruce Foster, Lily Huerta, May Tan, Terri Tarin, Vince Torbey 
 

To insure that the prayer list is accurate, please contact the parish office on a monthly basses if you would like for your name 
to remain on the list.  

Saturday, August 1, 2026 
5:00 pm                                            Moisesana Dilao Rejuso (D) 
                                                                                Isabelo Barrun Rejuso Sr. (D) 
                                                                               Vina Isabel Manolo Rejuso (D) 
                                                                               Avel Morado Refuerzo - Happy Birthday!!! 
 

Sunday, August 2, 2026 
7:00 am                                           Silvestre Magdaong (D) 
 

9:00 am                                             Alejandra Pineda (D) 
                                                                                Ricardo Serrano (D) 
                                                                                Nancy Saavedra (D) 
                                                                                Brenda Martinez (D) 
 

1:00 pm                                            Bruce Foster (L) 
 

Monday, August 3, 2026 
8:30 am                                             Joseph McNeill (D) 
 

Tuesday,  August 4, 2026 
8:30 am                                             Matha Quintero (D) 
 

Wednesday, August 5, 2026 
8:30 am                                             Animas Benditas del Purgatorio  
 

6:00 pm                                            Del Sabado (D) 
 

Thursday,  August 6, 2026 
8:30 am                                             John McGill (D) 
                                                                               Anne McGill (D) 
                                                                               Terri Tarin (L) 
 

Friday, August 7, 2026 
8:30 am                                             John McGill (D) 
                                                                               Anne McGill (D) 
 

6:00 pm                                           Terri Tarin (L) 
 

Saturday, August 8, 2026 
8:30 am                                             John McGill (D) 
                                                                                Anne McGill (D) 

AUGUST 2, 2026 - EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Wednesday, July 22nd $62.00 
 

Holy Spirit Mass $85.00 
 

Friday, July 24th $73.00 
 

July 25th & 26th $4,529.00 
 

Online $1,071.00 
 

National Needs $996.00 
 

Together in Mission $360.00 
 

Thank you for your commitment to your parish. 

FIRST FRIDAY  

ADORATION 

August 7, 2026 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

3:00 P.M—5:30 P.M. 
 

Bilingual Mass 
6:00 P.M. 

Readings for the week of August 2, 2026 
 

Sunday:  
Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18/Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21  
 

Monday:  
Jer 28:1-17/Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102/Mt 14:22-36  
 

Tuesday:  
Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29, 22-23/Mt 14:22-
36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14  
 

Wednesday:  
Jer 31:1-7/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13/Mt 15:21-28  
 

Thursday:  
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9/2 Pt 1:16-19/Mt 17:1-9  
 

Friday:  
Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7/Dt 32:35cd-36ab, 39abcd, 41/Mt 16:24-28  
 

Saturday:  
Hb 1:12-2:4/Ps 9:8-9, 10-11, 12-13/Mt 17:14-20  


