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GOSPEL MEDITATION ENCOURAGE DEEPER  
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE  

A few years into my priesthood, I hit a wall. I had taken on too many 
commitments: Masses, meetings, ministries, projects. I couldn’t keep up. 
I was double-booking, forgetting things, running late, and letting people 
down. My boss at the time, a wise priest, and our shared secretary, no-
ticed. For my birthday, the two gave me a stack of 100 flashcards, each 
with one word printed in a different language: “NO.” It was funny, but 
also painfully true. If I couldn’t say no, my yes was in danger. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus says, “Let your ‘Yes’ mean ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No’ mean ‘No.’ Any-
thing more is from the Evil One” (Matthew 5:37). He’s not just giving advice about polite speech. 
He’s showing us something about the freedom of Christian discipleship. The follower of Christ is 
called to speak clearly, simply, and honestly. There is joy in that kind of freedom. 
 

The Church Fathers often linked this kind of straightforward truthfulness with spiritual maturity. 
The devil is the father of lies, but Jesus is the Word made flesh. When we hedge, flatter, exagger-
ate, or avoid, we open space for the shadows to creep in. That little stack of flashcards reminded 
me that God does not want us enslaved to the expectations of others or to the fear of disappointing 
them. He wants us to enjoy the peace of saying yes and meaning it, and saying no, and meaning it, 
too. 
 

Lenten Challenge: Practice one moment of honest, peaceful speech this week. Maybe it’s a sincere 
“yes” to something important, or a humble “no” to something you cannot do. Let it be a quiet step 
into the freedom Jesus offers.— Father John Muir 

WEBSITE:STSTEPHENMPK.ORG - EMAIL: ST.STEPHEN.MARTYR@GMAIL.COM 

MASS SCHEDULE  
Saturday  

5:00 PM (English)                              
 

Sunday  
7:00 AM (English)   
9:00 AM (Spanish)    

11:00 AM (Indonesian)   
1:00 PM (English)                

 

Monday—Saturday 

8:30 AM (English) 
 

Perpetual Help Novena Mass  
6:00 PM (English) 

 

Friday  
6:00 PM (Bilingual)     

 

Confessions 

Saturdays 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM 
No Appointment needed 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM—6:00 PM  

(closed 1:00PM -  

2:00 PM for lunch) 
 

Please call the parish oĸce 
for assistance or to schedule 

an appointment.  

 

Friday, February 20th,  7:00pm 
The Living Stations of the Cross Ministry will share 
a meditative, prayerful, and reflective presentation of our 
Lord's Passion. You are invited to come and watch, as the 
Lord's walk to Calvary is brought to life, through narra-
tion, prayer, and live music.  

FEBRUARY 18, 2026 
 

8:30 AM    
Mass with distribution of ashes (English) 

 

12:00 PM 
Liturgy of the Word with the distribution 

of ashes (English) 
 

 

3:00 PM    
Liturgy of the Word with the distribution 

of ashes (English) 
 

6:30 PM 
Mass with the distribution of ashes 

(Bilingual) 

 

UNITY MARCH 
Today, many mem-
bers of our parish are 
encountering chal-
lenges that resemble 
"Jericho walls," not 
constructed from 

stone, but formed by fear, division, and 
social barriers. As Catholics, we are called 
to demonstrate love for one another and 
to advance toward unity and healing. In 
response to this calling, we invite all to 
participate in a march for unity with the 
Holy Sacrament as we process through the 
neighborhood of St. Stephen Parish. We 
encourage you to join us on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 22nd at 12:00 pm at the parish 
Gathering Place to walk together in soli-
darity and to renew our dedication to uni-
ty. As a parish community, we strive to 
embody love, respect, and mercy. Your 
participation will aąrm our collective com-
mitment to solidarity and subsidiarity.  



SEXTO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO -  15 DE FEBRERO, 2026 

 

MEDITACIÓN DEL  
EVANGELIO ALENTAR  
UN ENTENDIMIENTO  

MÁS PROFUNDO  
DE LA ESCRITURA 

En la Palabra de Dios de hoy, 
Jesús nos invita a observar una ley 
más perfecta. Nos llama a apren-

der a cumplirla, dando ejemplos concretos de cómo debemos 
comportarnos. El Salmo de hoy nos recalca lo siguiente: 
“Felices los de conducta intachable, los que caminan en la ley 
del Señor. Felices los que guardan sus mandatos y lo buscan 
de todo corazón” (Salmo 118:1-3). La dicha de ser feliz con-
siste en saber comportarse correctamente en cada circunstan-
cia de la vida. ¿Cómo lograrlo? ¿A qué debemos aferrarnos 
para ser verdaderamente felices? Ya escuchamos las Biena-
venturanzas el domingo antepasado, y con ellas hemos comen-
zado a practicar cómo vivir en esa felicidad que proviene de 
Dios. Guardar los mandatos del Señor, es decir, los Man-
damientos, es la base de la moral cristiana, y el camino seguro 
hacia la Sabiduría de Dios. Esto significa estar conectados con 
Él siempre, por medio de la oración y los sacramentos. 
 

San León Magno, en su sermón número 92 (1, 2, 3), decía: 
“La virtud cristiana puede superar la de los escribas y fariseos, 
no por la supresión de la ley, sino por entenderla en un sentido 
más profundo. Por eso el Señor, al enseñar a sus discípulos la 
manera de ayunar, les dice: ‘Cuando ayunen, no anden cabiz-
bajos como los hipócritas, que desfiguran su rostro para hacer 
ver a la gente que ayunan. Les aseguro que ya han recibido su 
paga.’ ¿Qué paga, sino la alabanza de los hombres?” Señor, 
enséñanos a estar abiertos de todo corazón a tu Espíritu, ya 
que solo Él podrá empujarnos a practicar el amor, la justicia y 
la paz. 

 

 

 

 

 

18 de febrero, 2026 
 

8:30 AM  

Misa y distribución de cenizas 
 

12:00 PM 

Liturgia y distribución de cenizas 

 

3:00 PM 

Liturgia y distribución de cenizas 
 

 6:30 PM  

Misa Bilingüe y distribución de cenizas 

 
 
 
 
 

Vía Crucis Viviente 
viernes, 20 de febrero, 7:00 PM 

El Ministerio del Vía Crucis viviente presentará una 
representación meditativa, de oración y reflexión sobre 
la Pasión de nuestro Señor. Están invitados a presenciar 
este evento, donde el camino de Jesús hacia el Calvario 
cobrará vida a través de narración, oración y música en 
vivo. 

MARCHA POR LA UNIDAD 
Hoy, muchos miembros de nuestra 
parroquia se enfrentan a desafíos que 
se asemejan a las "murallas de 
Jericó", no construidas de piedra, sino 
formadas por el miedo, la división y 
las barreras sociales. Como católicos, 
estamos llamados a demostrar amor 
los unos por los otros y a avanzar ha-

cia la unidad y la sanación. En respuesta a este llamado, in-
vitamos a todos a participar en una marcha por la unidad con 
el Santísimo Sacramento, mientras recorremos en procesión 
el Jardin Parroquia. Los animamos a unirse a nosotros el do-
mingo 22 de febrero a las 12:00 p.m. en el salón parroquial 
para caminar juntos en solidaridad y renovar nuestra dedi-
cación a la unidad. Como comunidad parroquial, nos esforza-
mos por encarnar el amor, el respeto y la misericordia. Su 
participación reafirmará nuestro compromiso colectivo con la 
solidaridad y la subsidiariedad. 

Misa y Procesión en Honor  
al Espíritu Santo 

martes 17 de febrero a las 8:30a.m. 

La Oficina Parroquial  

estará cerrada el 

lunes, 16 de febrero 

En observancia del  

Día de Los Presidentes 



Saturday, February 14, 2026 
5:00 pm                                         Oscar Villamor Refuerzo (D) 
 

Sunday, February 15, 2026 
7:00 am                                         Chung Nin Mar (D) 
                                                                               Sonny Nin Mar (D) 
 

9:00 am                                            Anita Castro (D) 
                                                                               Antonio y Victoria Perez (D) 
 

1:00 pm                                           Frances Mosqueda (D) 
 

Monday, February 16, 2026 
8:30 am                                             Jerissa Iwata Parkhurst (D) 
 

Tuesday,  February 17, 2026 
8:30 am                                            Raquel Garcia (D) 
                                                                                Irene Tjakrawinata (D) 
                                                                               Leo Sanchez - Happy Birthday!!! 
 

Wednesday, February 18, 2026 
8:30 am                                            Ash Wednesday 

 

Thursday,  February 19, 2026 
8:30 am                                            Erlinda T. Farol (D) 
                                                                               Isabella Vazquez - Happy Birthday!!! 
 

Friday, February 20, 2026 
8:30 am                                            Adam Rigoli (D) 
 

6:00 pm                                           Julio Vazquez (D) 
 

Saturday, February 21, 2026 
8:30 am                                           Olivia Martinez (D) 

FEBRUARY 15, 2026 - SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Please Pray For... Lung - Tam Family, Rosalie Pinto, Augie & Annamae Koch, Jesusita Serrano, Alicia Valdez, Armando Romo, 
Dolores Munoz, Alicia Islas, Denise Gonzales, Laura Sesti, Guadalupe Ayala, Helen Rivera, Margarita Audelo, Amelia Barraza, Ali-
cia Nunez, Carlos Espinoza Ornelas, Vikky Rogers, Michael Anthony Barraza, Tina Ran, Leo Sanchez, Douglas Perales 

 

To insure that the prayer list is accurate, please contact the parish office on a monthly basses if you would like for your name 
to remain on the list.  

Wednesday, February 4th $48.00 
 

Friday, February 6th $135.00 
 

February 7th & 8th $4,461.00 
 

Online $505.00 
 

Second Collection $1,458.00 
 

Thank you for your commitment to your parish. 

 
The flame of the Easter candle symbolizes the eternal 
presence of Christ, light of the world in the midst of 

his people; he who is the Second Person of the Trini-
ty, the Alpha and Omega. The Paschal candle is 

sometimes referred to as the "Easter candle" or the  
"Christ candle."  

 

The cost of this years Paschal Candle will be  $950.00 
Please contact the parish office if you would like to 
make a donation towards the purchase in honor of a 
family member(s) or loved one(s). 

Mass and Procession  
in Honor of the Holy Spirit 

Tuesday, February 17th at 8:30a.m. 
 

Jesus said to St. Mary of Jesus Crucified: “I ar-
dently hope that priests celebrate a Mass every 
month in honor of the Holy Spirit. Whoever of-
fers it or hears it, will be honored by the Holy 
Spirit Himself; he will have light, he will have 
peace. He will heal the sick, wake those who 
sleep…” (Saint Mary of Jesus Crucified) 

LENTEN RECOLLECTION 
PROMISES YOU CAN TOUCH: 

Gods Faithfulness in  
the Sacraments 

March 20th and 27th 7:00pm 
 

Fr. Leo Ortega, S.Th.D. 
Professor of Systemic Theology 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
 

This Lenten recollection helps parishioners rediscover 
the Sacraments as God’s solemn covenant promises, 
where He binds Himself to us and gives us His own 
life. We will explore the Sacraments not as routines or 
obligations, but as God’s enduring promises, made vis-
ible and real in our lives. 
 

Rooted in Scripture and the Church’s tradition, these 
talks will help us rediscover the Sacraments as encoun-
ters with a God who remains faithful, especially in mo-
ments of weakness, doubt, and need. 
 

Topics include: 
• The Covenants and the God who Sears 
• Jesus Christ and the Sacraments:  
                 The New Covenant Sealed in Blood 

• Living the Oath: Sacramenta Life and Discipleship 

 

The Parish Office will be closed on 

 Monday, February 16th 

In observance of  Presidents Day. 
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AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

• SERVICE
• MAINTENANCE
• INSTALLATION

Lic. No. 258228	 626-357-5311

Anthony Helbing
1630 S. Myrtle Ave. • Monrovia

www.airtro.com

“K�ping Calif�nia Comf�table”
LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  

Travis Lawmaster

 

tlawmaster@4LPi.com

(800) 950-9952 x2688

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

md-medalert.com

800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

Where LA Catholics Go to Stay Connected.

Subscribe today for just $30.00 $19.95

Two easy ways to order:   AngelusNews.com/Bulletin  |  844-245-6630 

(213) 637-7801

¡Yo quiero que el próximo
MILAGRO SEA EL TUYO!™

ESCANEA y AGENDA
tu consulta.

¿QUIERES PROTECCIÓN,
PERMISO Y PAPELES®?

LLAMA AHORA ALLLAMA AHORA AL

(626) 884 4749(626) 884 4749

Abogada Alexandra
Abogada de Inmigración

AUTO •  HOME •  L IFE
Life insurance. For all the right reasons.

Help provide income replacement to protect those you love.

RENZ BERANGO
Exclusive Agent
(323) 360-9889 

CA Insurance License #0M81596 
email: renz.berango@allstate.com

"The Best Compliment is a Referral"

     FREE ESTIMATES - ESTIMADOS GRATIS
     Ask for FELIX: (626) 643-6325
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