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God’s Grace is Eternal
A long time ago, Jim Croce wrote a song about capturing time in a bottle. It was a 
popular song, and most folks in my generation remember the song. One of the lyrics 
that always caught my attention was this: “I’d like to spend everyday till eternity passes 
away just to be able to spend them with you.”
I’m not sure what Jim Croce meant by that lyric, but it sums up how I feel about 
wanting to be with God forever. When I die, I want to have lived a life doing good 
things and avoiding temptations, so that I can be with the Lord forever. Unfortunately, 
I’m not always so good at doing these things in my life. The important thing is we keep 
on trying.
Truth is, I think most of us feel that way. Unfortunately, we can’t capture time in a 
bottle, and we don’t just automatically do the will of God in our lives so that we are 
grace-filled and prepared to be with the Lord forever in Heaven. Living a good life is 
hard work, and it demands that we abandon being selfish and self-centered and living 
the life of Christ every day. That’s not always easy to do, but with God’s help, we can 
do it. We can abandon our “no” and turn it into a “Yes.” Here I am, Lord, I come to do 
your will.
In the Gospel today we hear the story of the two sons whom the father had asked to 
go out into the field and work. One tells the father that he will go but doesn’t show up 
to do the work of the day. The other son tells the father that he won’t go, he’s too busy 
doing his own thing. But, in the end, he thinks better of his decision and goes out to do 
the work that the father had asked him to do. Christ tells those listening to this parable 
that, despite his original refusal, he experienced a conversion, and he went out to do 
what the father asked him to do. In other words, he thought better of his decision to be 
sinful and complied with what his father wanted from him. He was justified because he 
did the will of the father.
In a way, every time we do the good, obey the Lord, do the will of God, we are doing 
what the Lord asks of us. We are storing up grace in the “bottle” of our soul, so that 
when we die, we can truly say to God when He calls our name — “Here I am, Lord — I 
did your Will here on earth, please bring me home to Heaven with you.”
It would be nice if everything would happen simply. It doesn’t. Doing God’s Will can 
be hard work, but with His grace anything is possible for us. Maybe we said “No” to 
the Lord initially, but through His grace, we can change our response and do the hard 
work of doing His Will. In a way, it is kind of like storing up graced time in the bottle 
of our lives. It isn’t easy to do, and sometimes we fail to do it, but if we keep plugging 
along, doing the next right thing that comes our way, God will be there to throw us a 
safety lifeline to help us tow ourselves closer to Him. Have a good and blessed week, 
trusting in the God whose eternal love is there for each and every one of us.
			   -Fr. O’Dell



Announcements:
Parish Stewardship

Weekly Donation:	 Collection  $1730.00	 Online $560.00
Online Giving:  https://osvhub.com/strosegarrestson/giving/funds

 Dates to Remember
Monday, September 28 - Fr. O’Dell Talk, 6:30pm.
Friday, October 2 - Altar Society Meeting, 8:30am.  St. Catherine Serves.
Sunday, October 4 - Life Chain, 2:00-3:00pm
Wednesday, October 7 - Eucharistic Adoration, 6:00-7:00pm.
Sunday, September 18 & Monday, September 19
		  - Pastorate Mission, Risen Savior, 6:00-7:00pm.
Sunday, October 25 - Fall Festival.

SERVICE SCHEDULE

OCTOBER 3 OCTOBER 4

SERVERS Casen Smith, Wyatt 
Howe

Irvine

GREETERS Howe Greer

GIFTS Schwebach Long

EX. MINISTER Volunteers Volunteers

LECTOR Michelle Rozeboom Karen Hudson

ROSARY Knights of Columbus

USHER Tom & Julie Coburn Mark & Karen Hudson

COFFEE Craig & Kim Fitzgerald,
Tad & Brenda Fiegen

PARISH INFORMATION
Fr. Andy Young (605)299-6280  -  fryoung@sfcatholic.org
Fr. Kevin O’Dell ((605)421-8553  -  frkevinodell@sfcatholic.org
Rectory:  (605)594-3750
Parish Office (Jody Larson):  (605)413-7042 - office@strosegarretson.org
Religious Education (Heidi Fink): (605)360-2755 - dre@strosegarretson.org
Risen Savior Office (Pastorate Business Manager & Cemetary): (605)582-6902

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00pm		 Sunday: 9:15am		  Daily Mon.-Sat.: 8:00am

SACRAMENTS
Matrimony:  Please call the Pastor at least 6 months before the wedding date.
Baptism:  Please call the Pastor.

Please call or text (507)828-6411 to submit a request to the St. Rose Prayer Chain.



MASS INTENTIONS
Sat. Sept. 26	 4:00pm     People of Our Pastorate
Sun. Sept. 27	 9:15am	     +Jeff Gilbert
Mon. Sept. 28	 8:00am      +Charles Causey
Tues. Sept. 29	 8:00am	     Pastorate Confirmation Students
Wed. Sept. 30	 9:00am	     Clara Fink
Thurs. Oct. 1	 8:00am	     +LaMoyne Edmundson
Fri. Oct. 2	 8:00am      Altar Society Volunteers
Sat. Oct. 3	 8:00am	     Pastorate CGS Team
		  4:00pm	    People of Our Pastorate
Sun. Oct. 4	 9:15am	     +Jim Whetham WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

READINGS
September 27 - October 3
Sun: Ezekiel 18:25-28/
Philippians 2:1-11/Matthew 21:28-32
Mon: Job 1:6-22/Luke 9:46-50
Tues: Sts. Michael, Gabriel &
Raphael/Dan. 7:9-14/John 1:47-51
Wed: St. Jerome
Job 9:1-16/Luke 9:57-62
Thurs: St. Therese of the Child Jesus
Job 19:21-27/Luke 10:1-12
Fri: Guardian Angels
Job 38:1,12-21,40:3-5/Matt. 18:1-5,10
Sat: Job 42:1-6,12-17/Luke 10:17-24

MASS INTENTION ENVELOPES LOCATED 
IN THE BASKET BY THE STEPS




