
Gathering Your
Thoughts

Overview
This lesson helps students consider their explorations and  
GLVFRYHULHV�WKXV�IDU��6WXGHQWV�ZLOO�FRQVLGHU�WKHLU�UHΌHFWLRQV� 
and points of interest and determine the medium they wish 
to use to address their issue of choice. 

Guiding Questions
Ȏ�+RZ�GR�P\�ZULWWHQ�UHΌHFWLRQV�DQG�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�KHOS�PH 
� LGHQWLI\�ZKDW�LQWHUHVWV�PH�PRVW"�

Ȏ�+RZ�GR�P\�ZULWWHQ�UHΌHFWLRQV�DQG�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�DERXW
� FKDQJHPDNHUV�LQIRUP�ZKDW�PHGLXP�,�DP�PRVW�GUDZQ�WR�DV 
� D�PRGH�RI�H[SUHVVLRQ"�

Standards 
RL.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point 
of view or purpose.

W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and
convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and
DFFXUDWHO\�WKURXJK�WKH�HΊHFWLYH�FRQFHSWV��DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
FOHDUO\�DQG�DFFXUDWHO\�WKURXJK�WKH�HΊHFWLYH�VHOHFWLRQ��
organization, and analysis of content.

SL.2: Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.

WHST.7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research  
projects to answer a question (including a self-generated  
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

SEL: Self-awareness: The abilities to understand one’s own 
emoWLRQV��WKRXJKWV��DQG�YDOXHV�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�LQΌXHQFH� 
behavior across contexts.

Lesson Length:
30-45 minutes

Objectives
After this lesson, students will be able to

RUJDQL]H�WKHLU�SUHYLRXV�UHΌHFWLRQV�

identify points of interest regarding an issue they 
would like to address.

identify the primary medium they would like to 
use to address the issue.

Required Materials/
Technology 

6WXGHQW�MRXUQDOV�ZULWWHQ�UHΌHFWLRQV

Any materials/research gathered thus far by student.

Previous handouts

Resources/Assets
Creative Action Decision & Reasoning handout
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'HFLVLRQ

7KH�LVVXH�,�KDYH�VHOHFWHG�WR�WDNH
FUHDWLYH�DFWLRQ�DURXQG�LV��

5HDVRQLQJ

7KH�FUHDWLYH�PHGLXP�WKDW�,�KDYH�VHOHFWHG�
WR�XVH�WR�WDNH�FUHDWLYH�DFWLRQ�LV��

,�DQWLFLSDWH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FKDOOHQJHV�ZLWK�
P\�LVVXH�DQG�RU�VHOHFWHG�PHGLXP�

,�FDUH�DERXW�WKLV�LVVXH�EHFDXVH��

,�ZDQW�WR�XVH�WKLV�PHGLXP�EHFDXVH��

6RPH�SRVVLEOH�VROXWLRQV�IRU�WKH�OLVWHG
DQWLFLSDWHG�FKDOOHQJHV�DUH��

  Issue of Choice



1.  2QFH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�JDWKHUHG�WKHLU�SUHYLRXV�ZULWWHQ�UHΌHFWLRQV� 
� � KDQGRXWV��QRWHV��DQG�UHVHDUFK��H[SODLQ�WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�XVLQJ�WKHLU 
  gathered information to make some decisions that will help them 
� � FUHDWH�D�SODQ�IRU�DGGUHVVLQJ�WKHLU�LVVXH�LQ�D�FUHDWLYH�ZD\��

2. � ,QVWUXFW�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHYLHZ�WKHLU�PDWHULDOV�DQG�WR�FDUHIXOO\�QRWLFH 
� � ZKDW�LVVXHV�WKH\�VHHP�PRVW�GUDZQ�WR�LQ�WKH�8'+5�RU�6'*V��

� � � D��$VN�WKHP�WR�ZULWH�GRZQ�WKH�LVVXH�WKDW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�DSSHDU
� � � � WKURXJKRXW�WKHLU�UHΌHFWLRQ��6XJJHVW�WKDW�WKLV�PD\�EH�WKHLU
� � � � LVVXH�RI�FKRLFH�EHFDXVH�LW�KDV�VWXFN�ZLWK�WKHP�WKH�PRVW�

� � � E��(QFRXUDJH�VWXGHQWV�WR�PDNH�DQ\�FRQQHFWLRQV��L�H���
� � � � VLPLODULWLHV�GLΊHUHQFHV��EHWZHHQ�WKHLU�LVVXH�DQG�ZKHUH�LW�
� � � � LV�DSSDUHQW�LQ�WKH�8'+5�DQG�6'*V��,V�WKHUH�DQ�DUWLFOH�LQ�WKH�
� � � � 8'+5�WKDW�ORRNV�RU�VRXQGV�OLNH�D�JOREDO�JRDO�RU�D�WDUJHW�RI�D
� � � � JOREDO�JRDO"�

� � � F�� (QFRXUDJH�VWXGHQWV�WR�ZULWH�D�VHQWHQFH�RU�WZR�DERXW�ZK\�WKHLU�LVVXH�RI�FKRLFH�LV�PHDQLQJIXO�WR�WKHP��

� � � G��(QFRXUDJH�VWXGHQWV�WR�ZULWH�D�VHQWHQFH�RU�WZR�DERXW�KRZ�WKH\�PLJKW�SUHVHQW�GLVFXVV�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQ
� � � � SRLQWV�EHWZHHQ��RU�KRZ�WKH�LVVXH�LV�UHSUHVHQWHG��LQ�WKH�8'+5�DQG�6'*V�WR�D�IXWXUH�DXGLHQFH�RI�SHHUV
� � � � DQG�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�
 
3.  1H[W��DVN�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHYLHZ�WKHLU�JDWKHUHG�PDWHULDOV�ZLWK�VSHFL΋F�DWWHQWLRQ�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�FKDQJHPDNHUV
  who LQVSLUHG�WKHP�PRVW��

� � � D��(QFRXUDJH�VWXGHQWV�WR�ZULWH�D�VHQWHQFH�RU�WZR�DERXW�WKH�PHGLXP�WKHLU�SUHIHUUHG�FKDQJHPDNHUV
� � � � XVHG�WR�FRQYH\�LQIRUPDWLRQ��

� � � E��(QFRXUDJH�VWXGHQWV�WR�ZULWH�D�VHQWHQFH�RU�WZR�DERXW�WKHLU�VNLOO�VHWV�LQ�WKDW�PHGLXP��)RU�H[DPSOH��LI
� � � � WKH\�ZHUH�PRVW�PRYHG�E\�VRQJZULWHUV�SHUIRUPHUV��DUH�WKH\�DGHSW�DW�SOD\LQJ�D�PXVLFDO�LQVWUXPHQW�RU��
� � � � FRPSRVLQJ�VRQJV"�,I�WKH\�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�ZULWH�O\ULFV��EXW�QRW�PXVLF��GR�WKH\�KDYH�IULHQGV�
� � � � IDPLO\�WKDW�PLJKW�KHOS�VHW�WKHLU�O\ULFV�WR�PXVLFDO�DFFRPSDQLPHQW"�

� � � F�� ([SODLQ�WKDW�QRZ�LV�WKH�WLPH�IRU�WKHP�WR�FRPPLW�WR�D�PHGLXP�RI�FKRLFH�DQG�LI�WKHUH�DUH�FKDOOHQJHV�
� � � � WR�EHJLQ�LGHQWLI\LQJ�VROXWLRQV��)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�WKH\�KDYH�VHOHFWHG�΋OPPDNLQJ�XVLQJ�DQ�L3KRQH��EXW�GRQȆW
� � � � KDYH�H[SHULHQFH�HGLWLQJ��WKH\�DOUHDG\�QHHG�WR�VWDUW�OHDUQLQJ�DERXW�VRIWZDUH�DQG�HGLWLQJ�UHVRXUFHV�

4.�� ,QVWUXFW�VWXGHQWV�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�ȉ,VVXH�RI�&KRLFHȊ�KDQGRXW�DQG�EULQJ�LW�WR�WKH�QH[W�FODVV�VHVVLRQ�
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