
FOREST PRESERVE COMMISSION AGENDA -- 1/20/26 at 5:30 PM* 
3rd Floor Chambers, County Building, 1504 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL  61201 

I. Roll Call:

II. Presentation: Jessica Lench-Porter, Niabi Zoo – Zoo Keeper II 

III. Old Business:  Commission minutes December 16, 2025** pg 2

IV. Public comment:

V. President’s Comments

VI. Claims:**
Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $68,810.38 pg 16
Forest Preserve Liability Fund claims @ $3,485.78 pg 44 
Improvement Fund claims @ $30,803.63 pg 46

Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $147,307.95 pg 28 
Audit Fund claims @ $8,737.00 pg 45
Treasurer’s Disbursements @ $171,111.55 pg 47

Claims and Treasurer’s Disbursements totaling $430,256.29 
VII. Transfers

Consider transfers of appropriations** pg 48

VIII. Resolutions
Consider a resolution regarding Semi-annual review of closed session minutes** pg 49
Consider a resolution regarding electric vehicle charging station grant in the Improvement Fund** 51
Consider a resolution regarding installation of a generator to the biodiversity building at Niabi Zoo in the Niabi Zoo Fund** pg 52

IX. Ordinance
No ordinances this month 

X. Other New Business: 
Consider 2026 user fees for camping, shelter rentals, golf and Niabi Zoo admission and membership** pg 53

XI. Comments from Commissioners

XII. Reports:   Approval of all routine reports:
District Budget Performance Report** pg 58
April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports** pg 74
Mike Petersen - Illiniwek report** pg 84
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report** pg 87

Nick Camlin – Treasurer’s Report** pg 71
Todd Collins pg 80 & Jay Verstraete pg 83 – Indian Bluff report **
Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report** pg 85
Jeff Craver – Director’s report** pg 93

XIV.  The Forest Preserve Executive Committee may enter a Closed Session for the following: 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) – The appointment employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel 
for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to 
determine its validity. 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (2) – Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concerning salary 
schedules for one or more classes of employees. 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (5)-Discussion of the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether 
a particular parcel should be acquired. 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (11)-Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or 
administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be recorded and entered 
into the minutes of the closed meeting. 

Recess 

The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Commission will be held at the Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Ave, Rock Island, Illinois 61201 on Tuesday, 
February 17th at 5:30 PM following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board. 

*The Forest Preserve Commission will begin immediately following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board
**Items in Commissioners packets can be viewed online at the District’s website www.ricfpd.org 
CS  -  Posted 1/16/2026 
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Indian Bluff monthly report 

        December 2025 

 

 
 

The month of December was cold with quite a bit of snowfall which limited our 
ability to do much outside so our focus shifted to indoor maintenance projects 

 

• Closed bathrooms and snack shack  
• Had plans drawn up to improve the facility by adding a much needed 

driving range and practice facility by reconstructing the first three holes 
• Winterized the irrigation system  
• Applied sand to all putting surfaces 
• Cleaned and organized our shop and maintenance facilities 
• Applied organic fertilizers to green 
• Identified and addressed sink hole issues in the main parking lot and looked 

at repaving a new road to the maintenance facility 
• Some nuisance tree removal where needed 

 
 

Upcoming:  As the winter continues we will remain focused on preparing our 
equipment and staff for the upcoming season 

 

                                                                               Prepared by: Jay Verstraete 1/8/26 
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