
FOREST PRESERVE COMMISSION AGENDA -- 10/21/25 at 5:30 PM* 
3rd Floor Chambers, County Building, 1504 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL  61201 

I. Roll Call:

II. Presentation: Nina Struss, Board member – Clean River Advisory Council 

III. Old Business:  Commission minutes September 16, 2025** pg 2
 Public Hearing minutes September 16, 2025**  pg 16

Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $124,053.05 pg 28
Audit Fund claims @ $24,049.00 pg 44
Marvin Martin Trust Fund @ $1,918.00 pg 46

IV. Public comment:

V. President’s Comments

VI. Claims:**
Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $94,746.80 pg 18 
Forest Preserve Liability Fund claims @ $1,019.98 pg 43
DF&CI Fund claims @ $311,821.12 pg 45
Treasurer’s Disbursements @ $309,510.37 pg 47

Claims and Treasurer’s Disbursements totaling $867,118.32 
VII. Transfers

Consider Transfers of appropriations in Fiscal Year 2025 and Fiscal Year 2026** pg 49

VIII. Resolutions
Consider a resolution for FY 25 Appropriations to be transferred to Niabi Zoo** pg 51
Consider a resolution for Niabi Zoo Fund Additional FY 25 Appropriations** pg 52
Consider a resolution for FY 26 DFCI Fund – EV charging station grant improvements** pg 53
Consider a resolution for FY 26 DFCI Fund – Bike Path grant improvements** pg 54
Consider a resolution for FY 26 DFCI Fund Additional Appropriations** pg 55

IX. Ordinance
Consider approval of 2025 Levy Ordinances for the General Fund, Niabi Zoological Preserve Fund, IMRF Retirement Fund, Liability Fund, FISSA 
Fund, Audit Fund, and Development of Forests & Construction of Improvement Fund** pg 56
Consider Abatement Ordinance Pursuant to Ordinance #11-01-17 in the amount of $346,227.50** pg 102
Consider Abatement Ordinance Pursuant to Ordinance #2016-0401 in the amount of $350,575.00** pg 103

X. Other New Business: 
Consider purchase of a Ford Transit Connect Passengers Van for Niabi Zoo at $39,977.00** pg 104
Consider purchase of a Ford Transit Connect Cargo Van for Niabi Zoo at $39,977.00** pg 105

XI. Comments from Commissioners

XII. Reports:   Approval of all routine reports:
District Budget Performance Report** pg 106 
April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports** pg 122
Mike Petersen - Illiniwek report** pg 130
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report** pg 136

Nick Camlin – Treasurer’s Report** pg 119
Todd Collins pg 128 & Jay Verstraete – Indian Bluff report ** 
Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report** pg 131
Jeff Craver – Director’s report** pg 144

XIV. The Forest Preserve Executive Committee may enter a Closed Session for the following: 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) – The appointment employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel 
for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to 
determine its validity. 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (2) – Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concerning salary 
schedules for one or more classes of employees. 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (5)-Discussion of the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether 
a particular parcel should be acquired. 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (11)-Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or 
administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be recorded and entered 
into the minutes of the closed meeting. 

Recess 
The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Commission will be held at the Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Ave, Rock Island, Illinois 61201 on Tuesday, 

November 18th at 5:30 PM following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board. 
*The Forest Preserve Commission will begin immediately following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board
**Items in Commissioners packets can be viewed online at the District’s website www.ricfpd.org 
CS  -  Posted 10/17/2025 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS          ) 
    )   SS 
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY   ) 
 
 I, Karen Kinney, Forest Preserve District Secretary for the Rock Island County 
Forest Preserve District, County of Rock Island, State of Illinois, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing Ordinances, is a true and correct copy of the original Ordinances passed by the 
Forest Preserve Commission of Rock Island County, Illinois, at a meeting duly convened 
and held on the 21st day of October, 2025, and executed by the President of said District 
thereafter the passage at such duly convened meeting held on the 21st day of October, 
2025. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto signed my name and affixed the 
corporate seal of the Forest Preserve District of Rock Island County, this 21st day of 
October, 2025. 
 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Karen Kinney, Secretary 
      Rock Island County Forest Preserve District 
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AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF 
TAXES FOR THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF ROCK ISLAND COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING THE FIRST DAY OF JULY 2026 AND 
ENDING THE THIRTIETH DAY OF JUNE 2027. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the Rock Island County Forest 
Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, as follows: 
 
SECTION ONE:  That there be levied, assessed and collected upon the real property 
within the corporate limits of the Forest Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, 
for and during the fiscal year beginning the first day of July 2026 and ending the thirtieth 
day of June 2027 the sum of ONE MILLION FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND NO CENTS, being the total of the appropriated sum heretofore made 
which is to be raised by taxation for the above stated fiscal year.  The specific amounts 
as levied for the various purposes are being placed in the separate column designated 
"Amount To Be Raised By Taxation" which item appears in the right hand column of this 
Ordinance.  The said tax so levied is for the above stated fiscal year of said Forest 
Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, for the FOREST PRESERVE GENERAL 
FUND and for the said appropriated sum to be raised from taxation.  Whereas, the total 
of which has been ascertained as aforesaid and being as follows: 
 
Classification Estimated Amount From Amount Raised 
Objects & Purposes Expenditures Other Sources From Taxation 
Salaries & Wages $1,307,440 $-0-        $1,307,440 
Personal Benefits 245,935 103,375               142,560 
Supplies 360,524 360,524 -0- 
Other Services & Charges 466,470 466,470 -0- 
Capital Outlay 267,483 267,483 -0- 
Debt Service 384,228 384,228 -0- 
Transfers 125,072 125,072 -0- 
TOTAL $3,157,152 $1,707,152  $1,450,000 
 
Estimated Unencumbered Cash Balance July 1, 2026  $1,336,424 
Estimated Cash Income: TAXATION   
 Real Property Tax Levy $1,450,000 
 OTHER INCOME $1,710,500 
   $3,160,500 
TOTAL   $4,496,924 
Estimated Expenditures    $(3,157,152) 
Estimated Cash On Hand as of June 30, 2027  $1,339,772 
 
 
 
2025 Taxes Hereby Levied     $1,450,000 
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SECTION TWO:  That forthwith upon passage and approval of this Ordinance, a copy 
thereof, properly certified by the Secretary as to its passage, approval and recordation, 
shall be by said Secretary filed in the office of the County Clerk of the County of Rock 
Island, Illinois. 
 
SECTION THREE:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect ten days after passage. 
 
 
 
 ____________________ 
 Kai Swanson, President 
 Forest Preserve Commission of 
 Rock Island County, Illinois 
   
 
____________________________ 
Passed 
 
 
____________________________ 
Effective 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Attest: Karen Kinney 
Forest Preserve Commission Secretary 
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AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF 
TAXES FOR THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF ROCK ISLAND COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING THE FIRST DAY OF JULY 2026 AND 
ENDING THE THIRTIETH DAY OF JUNE 2027. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the Rock Island County Forest 
Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, as follows: 
 
SECTION ONE:  That there be levied, assessed and collected upon the real property 
within the corporate limits of the Forest Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, 
for and during the fiscal year beginning the first day of July 2026 and ending the thirtieth 
day of June 2027 the sum of TWO MILLION ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE 
THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS, being the total of the appropriated sum 
heretofore made which is to be raised by taxation for the above stated fiscal year.  The 
specific amounts as levied for the various purposes are being placed in the separate 
column designated "Amount To Be Raised By Taxation" which item appears in the right 
hand column of this Ordinance.  The said tax so levied is for the above stated fiscal year 
of said Forest Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, for the ZOOLOGICAL 
PRESERVE FUND and for the said appropriated sum to be raised from taxation.  
Whereas, the total of which has been ascertained as aforesaid and being as follows: 
       
Classification                     Estimated               Amt. From Amt  Raised   
Objects & Purposes Expenditures Other Sources From Taxation 
Salaries & Wages $1,757,916 $-0- $1,757,916 
Personal Benefits 310,360 -0- 310,360 
Supplies 706,019 649,295 56,724 
Other Services & Charges 624,318 624,318 -0- 
Capital Outlay 195,500 195,500 -0- 
Debt Service 400,575 400,757 -0- 
Transfers 161,572 161,572 -0- 
TOTAL $4,156,260 $2,031,442  $2,125,000 
  
Estimated Unencumbered Cash Balance July 1, 2026  $736,869 
Estimated Cash Income:  TAXATION 
 Real Property Tax Levy $2,125,000 
 OTHER INCOME $2,040,242 
   $4,165,242 
 TOTAL  $4,902,111 
Estimated Expenditures   $(4,156,260) 
Estimated Cash On Hand as of June 30, 2027                  $745,851 
 
2025 Taxes Hereby Levied     $2,125,000 
 
SECTION TWO: That forthwith upon passage and approval of this Ordinance, a copy 
thereof, properly certified by the Secretary as to its passage, approval and recordation, 
shall be by said Secretary filed in the office of the County Clerk of the County of Rock 
Island, Illinois. 
 
SECTION THREE: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect ten days after 
passage. 
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Forest Preserve Niabi Zoological Preserve Fund 
2025 Taxes Hereby Levied Ordinance 

  
  _________________ 
 Kai Swanson, President 
 Forest Preserve Commission of 
 Rock Island County, Illinois 
 
 
__________________________               
Passed 
 
 
__________________________ 
Effective 
 
 
________________________ 
Attest: Karen Kinney 
Forest Preserve Commission Secretary  
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AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF 
TAXES FOR THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF ROCK ISLAND COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING THE FIRST DAY OF JULY 2026 AND 
ENDING THE THIRTIETH DAY OF JUNE 2027. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the Rock Island County Forest 
Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, as follows: 
 
SECTION ONE:  That there be levied, assessed and collected upon the real property 
within the corporate limits of the Forest Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, 
for and during the fiscal year beginning the first day of July 2026 and ending the thirtieth 
day of June 2027 the sum of ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 
NO CENTS, being the total of the appropriated sum heretofore made which is to be raised 
by taxation for the above stated fiscal year.  The specific amounts as levied for the various 
purposes are being placed in the separate column designated "Amount To Be Raised By 
Taxation" which item appears in the right hand column of this Ordinance.  The said tax 
so levied is for the above stated fiscal year of said Forest Preserve District of Rock Island 
County, Illinois, for the IMRF RETIREMENT FUND and for the said appropriated sum to 
be raised from taxation.  Whereas, the total of which has been ascertained as aforesaid 
and being as follows: 
 
Classification                     Estimated               Amt. From Amt  Raised   
Objects & Purposes Expenditures Other Sources From Taxation 
Personal Benefits-Retirement $168,921 $3,100 $156,000 
Total $168,921 $3,100 $156,000 
 
Estimated Unencumbered Cash Balance July 1, 2026  $94,661 
Estimated Cash Income: 
 Real Property Tax Levy $156,000 
 Other Income $3,100 
   $159,100 
TOTAL   $253,761 
Estimated Expenditures   $(168,921) 
Estimated Unencumbered Cash Balance June 30, 2027  $84,840 
 
2025 Taxes Hereby Levied     $156,000 
 
SECTION TWO: That forthwith upon passage and approval of this Ordinance, a copy 
thereof, properly certified by the Secretary as to its passage, approval and recordation, 
shall be by said Secretary filed in the office of the County Clerk of the County of Rock 
Island, Illinois. 
 
SECTION THREE: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect ten days after 
passage. 
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Forest Preserve District Retirement Fund 
2025 Taxes Hereby Levied Ordinance 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 _____________________ 
 Kai Swanson, President 
 Forest Preserve Commission of 
 Rock Island County, Illinois 
 
__________________________ 
Passed 
 
 
__________________________ 
Effective 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Attest: Karen Kinney 
Forest Preserve Commission Secretary 
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AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF 
TAXES FOR THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF ROCK ISLAND COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING THE FIRST DAY OF JULY 2026 AND 
ENDING THE THIRTIETH DAY OF JUNE 2027. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the Rock Island County Forest 
Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, as follows: 
 
SECTION ONE:  That there be levied, assessed and collected upon the real property 
within the corporate limits of the Forest Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, 
for and during the fiscal year beginning the first day of July 2026 and ending the thirtieth 
day of June 2027 the sum of THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO 
CENTS, being the total of the appropriated sum heretofore made which is to be raised by 
taxation for the above stated fiscal year.  The specific amounts as levied for the various 
purposes are being placed in the separate column designated "Amount To Be Raised By 
Taxation" which item appears in the right hand column of this Ordinance.  The said tax 
so levied is for the above stated fiscal year of said Forest Preserve District of Rock Island 
County, Illinois, for the LIABILITY INSURANCE FUND and for the said appropriated sum 
to be raised from taxation.  Whereas, the total of which has been ascertained as aforesaid 
and being as follows: 
 
Classification                     Estimated         Amt. From           Amt.  Raised   
Objects & Purposes Expenditures Other Sources From Taxation 
Liability Insurance $306,788 $5,100 $300,000 
Total $306,788 $5,100 $300,000 
 
Estimated Unencumbered Cash Balance July 1, 2025          $79,394 
Estimated Cash Income: 
 Real Property Tax Levy $300,000       
 Other Income $5,100 
   $305,100 
TOTAL        $384,494 
Estimated Expenditures   $(306,788) 
Estimated Unencumbered Cash Balance June 30, 2026   $77,706 
 
2025 Taxes Hereby Levied      $300,000 
 
SECTION TWO: That forthwith upon passage and approval of this Ordinance, a copy 
thereof, properly certified by the Secretary as to its passage, approval and recordation, 
shall be by said Secretary filed in the office of the County Clerk of the County of Rock 
Island, Illinois. 
 
SECTION THREE: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect ten days after 
passage. 
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Forest Preserve District Liability Fund 
2025 Taxes Hereby Levied Ordinance 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 ____________________________ 
 Kai Swanson, President 
 Forest Preserve Commission of 
 Rock Island County, Illinois 
 
___________________________ 
Passed 
 
 
___________________________ 
Effective 
 
 
___________________________ 
Attest: Karen Kinney 
Forest Preserve Commission Secretary 
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AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF 
TAXES FOR THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF ROCK ISLAND COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING THE FIRST DAY OF JULY 2026 AND 
ENDING THE THIRTIETH DAY OF JUNE 2027. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the Rock Island County Forest 
Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, as follows: 
 
SECTION ONE:  That there be levied, assessed and collected upon the real property 
within the corporate limits of the Forest Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, 
for and during the fiscal year beginning the first day of July 2026 and ending the thirtieth 
day of June 2027 the sum of TWO HUNDRED THIRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 
NO CENTS, being the total of the appropriated sum heretofore made which is to be raised 
by taxation for the above stated fiscal year.  The specific amounts as levied for the various 
purposes are being placed in the separate column designated "Amount To Be Raised By 
Taxation" which item appears in the right hand column of this Ordinance.  The said tax 
so levied is for the above stated fiscal year of said Forest Preserve District of Rock Island 
County, Illinois, for the FISSA FUND and for the said appropriated sum to be raised from 
taxation.  Whereas, the total of which has been ascertained as aforesaid and being as 
follows: 
 
Classification                     Estimated              Amt. From           Amt.  Raised   
Objects & Purposes Expenditures Other Sources From Taxation 
FISSA $235,438 $3,100 $230,000  
Total $235,438 $3,100 $230,000 
 
Estimated Unencumbered Cash Balance July 1, 2026  $79,394 
Estimated Cash Income: 
 Real Property Tax Levy $230,000 
 Other Income  $3,100 
   $233,100 
TOTAL   $334,302      
Estimated Expenditures   $(235,438) 
Estimated Unencumbered Cash Balance June 30, 2027  $98,864 
  
2025 Taxes Hereby Levied      $230,000 
 
SECTION TWO: That forthwith upon passage and approval of this Ordinance, a copy 
thereof, properly certified by the Secretary as to its passage, approval and recordation, 
shall be by said Secretary filed in the office of the County Clerk of the County of Rock 
Island, Illinois. 
 
SECTION THREE: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect ten days after 
passage. 
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Forest Preserve District FISSA Fund 
2025 Taxes Hereby Levied Ordinance 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 ____________________________ 
 Kai Swanson, President 
 Forest Preserve Commission of 
 Rock Island County, Illinois 
 
 
___________________________ 
Passed 
 
 
___________________________ 
Effective 
 
 
___________________________ 
Attest: Karen Kinney 
Forest Preserve Commission Secretary 
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AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF 
TAXES FOR THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF ROCK ISLAND COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING THE FIRST DAY OF JULY 2026 AND 
ENDING THE THIRTIETH DAY OF JUNE 2027. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the Rock Island County Forest 
Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, as follows: 
 
SECTION ONE:  That there be levied, assessed and collected upon the real property 
within the corporate limits of the Forest Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, 
for and during the fiscal year beginning the first day of July 2026 and ending the thirtieth 
day of June 2027 the sum of NINE HUNDRED THIRTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS 
AND NO CENTS, being the total of the appropriated sum heretofore made which is to be 
raised by taxation for the above stated fiscal year.  The specific amounts as levied for the 
various purposes are being placed in the separate column designated "Amount To Be 
Raised By Taxation" which item appears in the right hand column of this Ordinance.  The 
said tax so levied is for the above stated fiscal year of said Forest Preserve District of 
Rock Island County, Illinois, for the DEVELOPMENT OF FORESTS AND 
CONSTRUCTION OF IMPROVEMENTS FUND and for the said appropriated sum to be 
raised from taxation.  Whereas, the total of which has been ascertained as aforesaid and 
being as follows: 
 
Classification                     Estimated             Amount From       Amount Raised   
Objects & Purposes Expenditures Other Sources    From Taxation 
DFCI Fund $600,000 $-0- $935,000 
Total $600,000 $-0- $935,000 
 
Estimated Unencumbered Cash Balance July 1, 2025  $(18,396) 
Estimated Cash Income: 
 Real Property Tax Levy $935,000 
 Other Income  $1,000 
                   $936,000 
TOTAL                                                                                                                 $917,604 
Estimated Expenditures   $600,000 
Estimated Unencumbered Cash Balance June 30, 2026  $317,604 
 
2025 Taxes Hereby Levied      $935,000 
 
SECTION TWO: That forthwith upon passage and approval of this Ordinance, a copy 
thereof, properly certified by the Secretary as to its passage, approval and recordation, 
shall be by said Secretary filed in the office of the County Clerk of the County of Rock 
Island, Illinois. 
 
SECTION THREE: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect ten days after 
passage. 
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Forest Preserve District Development of Forest and Construction of Improvements Fund 

2025 Taxes Hereby Levied Ordinance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ____________________________ 
 Kai Swanson, President 
 Forest Preserve Commission of 
 Rock Island County, Illinois 
 
 
___________________________ 
Passed 
 
 
___________________________ 
Effective 
 
 
___________________________ 
Attest: Karen Kinney 
Forest Preserve Commission Secretary 
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AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF 
TAXES FOR THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF ROCK ISLAND COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING THE FIRST DAY OF JULY 2026 AND 
ENDING THE THIRTIETH DAY OF JUNE 2027. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the Rock Island County Forest 
Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, as follows: 
 
SECTION ONE:  That there be levied, assessed and collected upon the real property 
within the corporate limits of the Forest Preserve District of Rock Island County, Illinois, 
for and during the fiscal year beginning the first day of July 2026 and ending the thirtieth 
day of June 2027 the sum of FIFTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS, 
being the total of the appropriated sum heretofore made which is to be raised by taxation 
for the above stated fiscal year.  The specific amounts as levied for the various purposes 
are being placed in the separate column designated "Amount To Be Raised By Taxation" 
which item appears in the right hand column of this Ordinance.  The said tax so levied is 
for the above stated fiscal year of said Forest Preserve District of Rock Island County, 
Illinois, for the AUDIT FUND and for the said appropriated sum to be raised from taxation.  
Whereas, the total of which has been ascertained as aforesaid and being as follows: 
 
Classification                     Estimated             Amount From       Amount Raised   
Objects & Purposes Expenditures Other Sources    From Taxation 
DFCI Fund $47,450 $-0- $55,000 
Total $47,450 $-0- $55,000 
 
Estimated Unencumbered Cash Balance July 1, 2026  $13,426 
Estimated Cash Income: 
 Real Property Tax Levy $55,000 
 Other Income  $850 
                   $55,850 
TOTAL                                                       $69,276 
Estimated Expenditures   $(47,450) 
Estimated Unencumbered Cash Balance June 30, 2027  $21,826 
 
2025 Taxes Hereby Levied      $55,000 
 
SECTION TWO: That forthwith upon passage and approval of this Ordinance, a copy 
thereof, properly certified by the Secretary as to its passage, approval and recordation, 
shall be by said Secretary filed in the office of the County Clerk of the County of Rock 
Island, Illinois. 
 
SECTION THREE: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect ten days after 
passage. 
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Audit Fund 
2025 Taxes Hereby Levied Ordinance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ____________________________ 
 Kai Swanson, President 
 Forest Preserve Commission of 
 Rock Island County, Illinois 
 
 
___________________________ 
Passed 
 
 
___________________________ 
Effective 
 
 
___________________________ 
Attest: Karen Kinney 
Forest Preserve Commission Secretary 
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Our mission: is to maintain and acquire lands with the intent to restore and conserve such lands for the 
purpose of preservation, education, and recreation for its residents with fiscal responsibility.  

Members of the Rock Island County Forest Preserve District Executive Committee, 
please accept this report to the Committee for the month of September 2025. 
 
Notes from prior Forest Preserve Executive Committee Meeting(s) 
A discussion about extended or evening hours for the 2026 season at Niabi Zoo was added to 
the agenda as mentioned last month. 
 
Strand Associates, who designed the Deer Haven campground at Loud Thunder were contacted 
about developing a preliminary site plan and cost estimate for a new shower building and cabin 
availability.   
 

Issues or Items noted on the agenda for the month of October 
 
District Claims & Treasurer’s Disbursements 
The monthly claims & Treasurer’s Disbursements for the month in the packet are available for 
your review and consideration.  The claims for the month are typical and are in line with FY 26 
appropriations.  There is still FY 25 treasurer disbursements that the auditor requested to clean 
up some items that were discovered during the site visit with the external auditors Sikich.  There 
was one claim missing a receipt and staff is working on rectifying that. 
 
Transfers of Appropriations    
Consider FY 25 & FY 26 transfer of appropriations.  The transfers for FY 25 were to clean up 
negative gl balances and the FY 26 transfers pertains to funds remaining after the purchase of 
the mowers and vehicles in the general fund and zoo fund to other gl’s in which will need funds. 
 
Resolution 
Consider a resolution pertaining to additional funds for the general fund so they can be 
transferred to the zoo fund to pay for the snow damage project claims submitted for payment 
by Estes. 
 
Consider a resolution for the zoo fund for additional appropriations to pay for the snow damage 
project claims submitted for payment by Estes. 
 
Consider a resolution for the development of forest & construction of improvement fund for 
appropriations due to claims being submitted for payment related to the electric vehicle 
charging station grant.  
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Consider a resolution for the development of forest & construction of improvement fund for 
appropriations due to claims being submitted for payment related to the bike path grant. 
 
Consider a resolution for the development of forest & construction of improvement fund for 
appropriations due to claims being submitted for payment related to a bike path grant 
application.  Staff applied for an additional bike path grant to address the Great River Trail from 
north of Cordova to the Rock Island County/Whiteside County line. 
 
Levy Ordinances 
Discussion and consideration of the 2025 Levy Ordinances of the District.  The aggregate 
of the proposed district’s levies is an increase of $249,282 from the 2024 levies.  This is 
approximately a 4.98% increase.  The District rate should drop however from .1426 to 
.1399 due to the increase in equalized assessed value of the county/district.  There is a 
page in the packet showing the approximate impact to homeowners.  

Other Business 
Discussion of evening operations for Niabi Zoo in 2026. 
 
Consider the purchase of a new 2023 Ford Transit Connect Passenger van and a new 
2023 Ford Transit Connect Cargo Van from Morrow Brothers Ford.  These are over stock 
vehicles and the pricing is based on the IL purchasing contract #SIUC153238.  Funds 
were budgeted in the zoo fund to accommodate the purchase of one vehicle.  The funds 
to support the purchase of an additional vehicle will need to be transferred from other 
appropriated items within the zoo fund that have a surplus.  The surplus from other gl’s 
are savings related to a trade with a mower purchase, surplus appropriations from the 
purchase of a truck and other transfers within the zoo fund.   
 
Reports 
FY 26 Budget Performance Report-Revenues continue to improve after the slow start in 
July compared to prior years and expenses have been typical other than a significant 
skidsteer repair associated with Loud Thunder and a floor leveling and gas leak repair at 
Niabi Zoo.  The warmer and drier than average weather produced quality numbers and 
hope the trend continues into October before the facilities close down for the winter 
months.   
 
The Treasurer’s Report enclosed for your review. 

The Auditor’s Reports enclosed for your review. 
 
Staff Reports enclosed for your review.   
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Union 
No grievances were received by the District from the Union in the month of September.   
 
 
Items of note for the Current Month 

• Attended the Illinois Nature Preserve Commission meeting at Bryon Forest Preserve in 
which the hill prairie was approved as an Illinois Nature Preserve Area.  Awaiting the 
signatures and receipt of the agreement. 

• Participated in a review of the District’s Other Post Employment Benefits report 
conducted by Lautherbach & Amen.  The District should explore a Other Post 
Employment Benefits Trust in which funds can be stored and used to pay the costs 
associated with post-employment benefits. 

• Attended a meeting of partners to discuss an ecological corridors report developed by 
the National Wildlife Federation on September 11th.  

• Attended Amazon Business Training session on September 18th.  
• In September I spent a considerable amount of time working on the FY 27 budget and its 

effects on future years budgets and tax levies. 
• Worked with Denise Bulat and the zoo director on an OSLAD grant application for the 

zoo to install a water splash pad, dinosaur play area and an addition to the 
administration building for an outdoor education area. 

• Submitted quarterly reports for the bike path grant and electric vehicle charging station 
grant.  Awaiting the payments to be received and settlement statements so the final 
report can be submitted for the bike path grant. 

• Participated in the IPRA webinar series that focused on person health and well 
being. 

• Performed PCI quarterly scan and resolved outstanding issues, currently all 
accounts are compliant and the next quarterly scan is scheduled for December. 

• Pints for Preservation was September 19th and had 723 participants.   
• Campgrounds last night of camping is tentatively set for October 25th weather 

permitting.  The zoo will also be closing on October 26th, which is the weekend 
of Boo at the Zoo. 

• IACD quarterly meeting is scheduled for October 22th at Starved Rock.  
• Will be attending portions of River Action’s Mississippi River conference October 

14-16.  
• Columbus Day Holiday is October 13th.   
• Continue to reviewing best practice policies and procedures as recommended by the 

Illinois Distinguished Agency Accreditation program.  
• Participated in the County Blood Drive program on September 24th.   
• PTO schedule October 31 through November 11.   
• Don’t forget to get your flu shot and Happy Halloween. 
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• Comfortably warm & dry weather hopefully! 
 
Reminder, the forest preserve committee will be meeting on Wednesday, November 12 due to 
November 11 being the Veteran’s Day Holiday.  

 
Submitted this 9th day of October, 2025 
Jeffrey Craver, Director. 
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