PARISH COUNCIL MEETING APRIL 21, 2026
Members present: Father Barnes, Alex Volk, Jeff Jones, Luke Theisen, Celia Ramos, Renee Berens, Jeff Scherber, Brian Lutes, Jenine Graham, Margaret Keller, Tim Davis, and Judy Voigt.
Members absent: Ben Roberg.
Trustees present: Jan Zaruba and Donny Lill
Opening prayer:   Led by Father Barnes.  
February minutes: .  Will be reviewed and approved by email.  
Father’s time:    Father spoke about St. Heinrich’s Festival.  Alex expressed a willingness to help with the leadership of the Festival with either him or his wife assisting.  Father explained that the committee met last Thursday.  The date for the Festival is September 26, 2026.    Donny mentioned that the format and activities will remain the same.  Donny explained that someone has stepped up to lead the Kid’s Corner.  Donny mentioned that the number of prizes will increase to five to ten prizes but not so many prizes so that the awards are watered down.  
Lord Renew Your Church – Father explained there is a meeting coming up to develop a case statement saying what we are going to spend the money on.  Several priorities have been identified.  A top priority is the HVAC system.  The church gets 60% percent of the money raised back.  Handicap accessible parking closer to the building is a priority.  More meeting space and a study for the feasibility of a social hall are priorities.  Father explained there may not be a need for debt reduction from these funds as progress on reduction of the debt is being made.  Father mentioned some of the categories could be general such as building improvements.  Father will begin meeting with donors in June or July.  
Father mentioned the Relic of St. Henry has been approved by the Archdiocese.
Renee mentioned that four Council Members have expiring terms.  If new members are needed, Renee described a need to get nomination forms in the pews soon.  
Father explained the Archdiocesan Synod focus for the next three to five years is on the family including Faith Formation and marriage preparation.  The goal is to change the culture to involve families in coming to Mass as opposed to dropping off their children at Faith Formation.  
Praying the Mass – The Prayers of the Priest:  The council discussed chapters four and five of Praying the Mass – The Prayers of the Priest.  Chapter 6 will be read for next month.
Liaison updates and additional comments: Margaret went to the Faith Formation meeting in January.  Margaret mentioned the committee is comfortable with the number of volunteers and their commitment to the students.  There is a concern with the technology available for teaching classes.  There is a wish to get families and kids involved.  Faith Formation is considering one start time for all classes.  Margaret mentioned one start time possibly allowing opportunities for more parent involvement.  Jenine provided an update from Dorothy from the Liturgy Committee.  Dorothy had mentioned that Holy Week went well.  Father gave a general update on staffing issues.  
Closing prayer: Led by Luke.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30.
    
