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Dear Parent or Guardian,
 
Welcome to the 2026-27 RE year! Parents are the primary catechists in a child’s life.
Please feel free to contact me if there is anything we can do to help you with your
child’s formation. We are all in this together!
 
To assist you in understanding the goals and objectives of St. Ann Catechetical
Program this booklet has been prepared for you.
 
Our catechetical sessions center around the building of a Eucharistic community of
God. In the 1 1/4 hours we have each week with your child/children, our catechists do
their utmost to impart Catholic doctrine, tradition, heritage and moral living
principles. We strive to enhance the faith formation of your child in a caring, sharing
and loving environment. 
 
At home, please take the time to pray together as a family, first and foremost at
Mass, and any other time of day. Review with your child the topics discussed in their
sessions by going over the textbook with them. Share your faith with your children.
You are the example they will follow, we are just here to supplement what happens at
home. 
 
I am excited to share this year of formation with your family, and encourage you to
continue your own journey of faith as an adult! Please feel free to get involved. We
can use the help of the entire community. Also, please encourage your children to
attend retreats. This is a great and fun way to help your children grow in their faith. 
 
If there are any questions, concerns, or ideas please do not hesitate to call me at
815-467-6962, ext. 5.
 
Sincerely in Christ,
Tom Uraski 
St. Ann Parish Catechetical Leader
 



How to Reach Us

 Mail: St. Ann Catholic Church
 24500 S. Navajo Dr.
 Channahon, IL 60410 
 
 Phone: Tom Uraski 815-467-6962 ext. 5
 Kristina Schrader 815-467-6962 ext. 10
 Fax 815-467-2320 
 
 Website: www.stannchannahon.org
 Facebook: facebook.com/stannchannahon
 Instagram: Instagram.com/stannchannahon
 YouTube: St.AnnCatholicChurchMedia 
 
Email Us
Fr. John: frjohn@stannchannahon.org 
Religious Education: tom@stannchannahon.org 
Formation Assistant: kristina@stannchannahon.org 
Youth Ministry: tom@stannchannahon.org
Parish Office: parishoffice@stannchannahon.org
 
The parish office is open daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. for the
parish secretary to assist you. To be assured of visiting with
the Pastor or a parish staff member, appointments are
suggested.
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St. Ann Parish
Philosophy of Religious Formation

 
The philosophy of religious formation underlying the activities of the Religious
Formation Office of St. Ann Parish is based on two key principles: 

1. Religious Formation is a continuing process which strives to develop in each Catholic
Christian a mature and enlightened faith; and 

2. Religious Formation has a fourfold mission; to teach the message of Jesus; to build
community, to celebrate faith life, and to be of service to others.
 
The Catholic Church teaches us that parents have the primary responsibility for the
formation of their children. Therefore, our children’s program is built on the premise that
the best formation of children will come about through the spiritual growth of their
parent(s) or guardian(s) and other teachers. We see our program as only the partner and
supporter of the parent or guardian in carrying out the task of the religious education of
their children.
 
St. Ann’s Religious Formation Office seeks to meet the children where they are and draw
them gradually, according to their own development, into a deeper understanding and
experience of their own faith. We try to help our students to become “doers of the Word,
and not hearers only.” To bring this about we strive to weave religion lessons around
some concrete experience which will help bring the lesson from the realm of theory into
the realm of the real.

Objectives

I. To proclaim the MESSAGE of Christ Jesus.
 A. To teach faithfully the principle elements of the Catholic Christian message for
catechesis
1. Revelation
2. Trinity
3. Jesus Christ
4. The Church
5. Morality
6. Sacraments
7. The Kingdom of God 
8. Mary and the Saints 
9. Catholic Social Teaching



B. To assist the students in understanding and remembering the common prayer
formulas of the Church, the ten commandments, the laws of the Church, the
Sacraments.
 
II. To provide students with experiences of Catholic worship.
 A. To celebrate together the principle events of the liturgical year.
 B. To promote participation in personal prayer and weekly communal worship.
 
III. To foster Christian Community.
 A. To provide opportunities for students to share their faith.
 B. To activate Christian concern for issues of life, truth and justice.
 
Our text series, “Alive in Christ,” provides learners with accurate and comprehensive
content based on Scripture and the Catechism of the Catholic Church, as well as a
teaching methods that help catechists effectively communicate the content to
children.
 

Program Policies
Communication
Our main sources of communication to families is through the student folder,
Constant Contact email, REMIND app, weekly bulletin, and the parish website
(www.stannchannahon.org). When signing ups for REMIND, please sign up for our
Religious Ed general code (@stannre) and your child’s (ren) classroom code. REMIND is
the quickest way for us to send out important information via text to families in real
time. Information will be sent home at the beginning of the year for you to sign up to
get our texts. Families should be diligent in reading the folder, emails and the bulletin,
as they will contain important information and dates. 
REMIND CODES for Grades 1st — 8th
 Grade 1: @stannre1 Grade 5: @stannre5
 Grade 2: @stannre2 Grade 6: @stannre6
 Grade 3: @stannre3 Grade 7 (Year I): @stannyear1
 Grade 4: @stannre4 Grade 8 (Year II): @stannyear2
 
Parental Involvement
Parent(s) are expected to review what children have learned in catechetical sessions,
work with them to learn the assigned prayers to be mastered for their grade level, and
assist with any assigned homework. Other on line resources for parents that
correspond to the textbook are available at 
 https://www.oursundayvisitorcurriculum.com , on our website
https://www.stannchannahon.org or https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/family
 



Reception of the Sacraments
The Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist are received in 2nd grade. The
Sacrament of Confirmation is received during the early spring of 8th grade. Each
student must have been enrolled in a catechetical program prior to the year of
preparation. 1 year for 2nd grade, 2 years for Confirmation. Assessments may be
required for entrance. Parents will be required to attend preparation sessions for
each Sacrament, as well as participate in some home based catechesis. 
 
Schedule
Catechetical Sessions will be held at St. Ann Parish according to the following
schedule:
Session A 
Wednesday 4:00 p.m. — 5:15 p.m. Grades 1-6
SESSION B
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. — 7:15 p.m. Grades 1-6
SESSION C
Thursday 5:00 p.m. — 6:15 p.m. Grades 1-6
Confirmation Prep Year I and Year II
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Mass — 1:00 p.m. Grades 7-8
 
Attendance and Absence
1. Children are expected to attend each and every class (except due to illness or other
emergency). We strongly discourage regular early dismissal or late arrival.
Inconsistent attendance will put the child’s grade-level completion in doubt. If your
child must be absent, please contact Kristina Schrader by 3:00 pm the day of your
child (ren) R.E. class at (815) 467-6962 ext.10 or Kristina@stannchannahon.org. In the
event that your student will be missing multiple classes please contact Tom Uraski
815-467-6962 ext. 5 or email tom@stannchannahon.org to discuss make up classes or
assignments. 
2. For Confirmation Prep ONLY, the Diocese has a strict NO MORE THAN THREE (3)
ABSENCES PER YEAR policy. Inconsistent attendance will put your child’s grade-level
completion in doubt and jeopardize your child’s ability to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation with their classmates. Each Confirmation Prep absence will have make
up work to complete. 
 
Continuity 
It is expected that students will faithfully attend each grade level (1-8) as part of their
religious formation. Grades 1 and 2 are required to receive the Sacraments of
Reconciliation and Eucharist and grades 7 and 8 are required for the Sacrament of
Confirmation.
 



Conduct
The time children have for formal catechesis is a precious commodity. Therefore, we
request that the parent(s) make their children aware that good moral conduct and
courteous behavior is expected toward their catechists and fellow students. Disrespect
to classmates, catechists, or other adults involved in our program can not be tolerated. 
The hall way is designated as a time out area. After an oral warning, children with
discipline problems will be removed from a classroom and be supervised by a hall
monitor. These children could be given an assignment related to the session. In the
event of a 3 consistent time outs, notification of the behavior will be given to the
parent. No change in behavior will result in calling the parents for a meeting with the 
 pastor. Parents, may be requested to attend catechetical sessions if the behavior
problem does not get resolved. 
 
Cell Phones and Other Electronics
No cell phones or electronic devices are allowed during sessions. If a student is found
with such a device it will be confiscated and returned to the parent at the end of the
session. 
 
Student Text Books
Each student receives a religion textbook and folder to keep and use at class and at
home. Parent(s) or guardian(s) should remind their child/children to bring the textbook
and folder to class. It is the responsibility of the parent(s) or guardian(s) to replace any
lost books. Replacement books can be ordered through the Religious Education
Department. 
 
Emergency Closing
In the event of severe weather we will text status of R.E. classes on the REMIND app.
This will be the best way to keep informed of all emergency closings. 
 
Christian Living Journal
All students in Year I and Year II Confirmation Preparation are required to complete
Christian Living Journals, one per year, by the date indicated on the provided Christian
Living Journal. Some activities will be made available through the Religious Education
Department. Reflection questions must be answered for each event. If you are unsure
of an activity's qualification for a credit, please ask one of your catechists or see Tom.
We encourage all students in all grades to participate in serving others. 
 



Parking Lot Etiquette 
The flow of traffic around the church will be one way. As always, our first priority
is to keep your children safe before, during and after sessions. Please help us
insure their safety by following the procedures. 
 
Drop Off
 Wednesday and Thursday: Students must be dropped off at Door #4 of the
church, by the parish hall. Traffic is to remain in single file. Do not let your
children out of the car before reaching the entry way. Please remain in line, do
not pass the cars ahead of you. Sunday: Class starts with 10 a.m. Mass. Students
can attend alone or preferably with their families. No student will be allowed in
the parish hall prior to the end of Mass. 
 
Pick Up
 Wednesday and Thursday: When picking up your children, you must park on the
west side of the church and enter through the Door #5. All other doors will
remain locked. Your children will be waiting for you in designated areas in the
Gathering Area with the catechist. You must enter the building, retrieve your
child from the catechist and escort them back to your car. No child will be
alowed out of the building unless the adult responsible for driving them home
accompanies them. Out of courtesy for our volunteers, please arrive early for
pick up! Sunday: Pick up is at Door #1
 
Walkers and Bike Riders
If you live in a nearby neighborhood and desire your children to walk or ride their
bike home from church, please fill out the Walkers Permission Slip enclosed in
your packet. We will not release your children from the building unless a form is
on file. 
 



For Grades 1-6 pick-up, all doors except #5 will be locked to
the outside. Parents must come in the building to pick up
your children. We cannot release children without a parent
present.

Without a system there is more danger of an accident. For the safety of all, we
ask you abide by the system. 
The ONLY exception will be children who have written parental permission to
walk to nearby neighborhoods. 

For Confirmation Prep pick-up, 
 students will be released from Door #1. 

Thank you for the inconvenience of parking and walking,
and understanding that any accident could cause 

 extreme pain to our parish families..
























	St. Ann Parish  Catechesis
	Family Handbook 2026-2027 Grade 1– Confirmation 24500 S. Navajo Drive  Channahon, IL 60410  815-467-6962 Pastor — Fr. John Klein Director of Formation — Tom Uraski  Formation Assistant — Kristina Schrader
	Dear Parent or Guardian,
	Welcome to the 2026-27 RE year! Parents are the primary catechists in a child’s life. Please feel free to contact me if there is anything we can do to help you with your child’s formation. We are all in this together!
	To assist you in understanding the goals and objectives of St. Ann Catechetical Program this booklet has been prepared for you.
	Our catechetical sessions center around the building of a Eucharistic community of God. In the 1 1/4 hours we have each week with your child/children, our catechists do their utmost to impart Catholic doctrine, tradition, heritage and moral living principles. We strive to enhance the faith formation of your child in a caring, sharing and loving environment.
	At home, please take the time to pray together as a family, first and foremost at Mass, and any other time of day. Review with your child the topics discussed in their sessions by going over the textbook with them. Share your faith with your children. You are the example they will follow, we are just here to supplement what happens at home.
	I am excited to share this year of formation with your family, and encourage you to continue your own journey of faith as an adult! Please feel free to get involved. We can use the help of the entire community. Also, please encourage your children to attend retreats. This is a great and fun way to help your children grow in their faith.
	If there are any questions, concerns, or ideas please do not hesitate to call me at 815-467-6962, ext. 5.
	Sincerely in Christ, Tom Uraski  St. Ann Parish Catechetical Leader
	How to Reach Us
	Mail: St. Ann Catholic Church  24500 S. Navajo Dr.  Channahon, IL 60410
	Phone: Tom Uraski 815-467-6962 ext. 5  Kristina Schrader 815-467-6962 ext. 10  Fax 815-467-2320
	Website: www.stannchannahon.org  Facebook: facebook.com/stannchannahon  Instagram: Instagram.com/stannchannahon  YouTube: St.AnnCatholicChurchMedia
	Email Us Fr. John: frjohn@stannchannahon.org  Religious Education: tom@stannchannahon.org  Formation Assistant: kristina@stannchannahon.org  Youth Ministry: tom@stannchannahon.org Parish Office: parishoffice@stannchannahon.org
	The parish office is open daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. for the parish secretary to assist you. To be assured of visiting with the Pastor or a parish staff member, appointments are suggested.
	Table of Contents
	St. Ann Parish Philosophy of Religious Formation
	Objectives
	B. To assist the students in understanding and remembering the common prayer formulas of the Church, the ten commandments, the laws of the Church, the Sacraments.
	II. To provide students with experiences of Catholic worship.  A. To celebrate together the principle events of the liturgical year.  B. To promote participation in personal prayer and weekly communal worship.
	III. To foster Christian Community.  A. To provide opportunities for students to share their faith.  B. To activate Christian concern for issues of life, truth and justice.
	Our text series, “Alive in Christ,” provides learners with accurate and comprehensive content based on Scripture and the Catechism of the Catholic Church, as well as a teaching methods that help catechists effectively communicate the content to children.
	Program Policies Communication Our main sources of communication to families is through the student folder, Constant Contact email, REMIND app, weekly bulletin, and the parish website (www.stannchannahon.org). When signing ups for REMIND, please sign up for our Religious Ed general code (@stannre) and your child’s (ren) classroom code. REMIND is the quickest way for us to send out important information via text to families in real time. Information will be sent home at the beginning of the year for you to sign up to get our texts. Families should be diligent in reading the folder, emails and the bulletin, as they will contain important information and dates.  REMIND CODES for Grades 1st — 8th  Grade 1: @stannre1 Grade 5: @stannre5  Grade 2: @stannre2 Grade 6: @stannre6  Grade 3: @stannre3 Grade 7 (Year I): @stannyear1  Grade 4: @stannre4 Grade 8 (Year II): @stannyear2
	Parental Involvement Parent(s) are expected to review what children have learned in catechetical sessions, work with them to learn the assigned prayers to be mastered for their grade level, and assist with any assigned homework. Other on line resources for parents that correspond to the textbook are available at   https://www.oursundayvisitorcurriculum.com , on our website https://www.stannchannahon.org or https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/family
	Reception of the Sacraments The Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist are received in 2nd grade. The Sacrament of Confirmation is received during the early spring of 8th grade. Each student must have been enrolled in a catechetical program prior to the year of preparation. 1 year for 2nd grade, 2 years for Confirmation. Assessments may be required for entrance. Parents will be required to attend preparation sessions for each Sacrament, as well as participate in some home based catechesis.
	Schedule Catechetical Sessions will be held at St. Ann Parish according to the following schedule: Session A  Wednesday 4:00 p.m. — 5:15 p.m. Grades 1-6 SESSION B Wednesday 6:00 p.m. — 7:15 p.m. Grades 1-6 SESSION C Thursday 5:00 p.m. — 6:15 p.m. Grades 1-6 Confirmation Prep Year I and Year II Sunday 10:00 a.m. Mass — 1:00 p.m. Grades 7-8
	Attendance and Absence 1. Children are expected to attend each and every class (except due to illness or other emergency). We strongly discourage regular early dismissal or late arrival. Inconsistent attendance will put the child’s grade-level completion in doubt. If your child must be absent, please contact Kristina Schrader by 3:00 pm the day of your child (ren) R.E. class at (815) 467-6962 ext.10 or Kristina@stannchannahon.org. In the event that your student will be missing multiple classes please contact Tom Uraski 815-467-6962 ext. 5 or email tom@stannchannahon.org to discuss make up classes or assignments.  2. For Confirmation Prep ONLY, the Diocese has a strict NO MORE THAN THREE (3) ABSENCES PER YEAR policy. Inconsistent attendance will put your child’s grade-level completion in doubt and jeopardize your child’s ability to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation with their classmates. Each Confirmation Prep absence will have make up work to complete.
	Continuity  It is expected that students will faithfully attend each grade level (1-8) as part of their religious formation. Grades 1 and 2 are required to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist and grades 7 and 8 are required for the Sacrament of Confirmation.
	Conduct The time children have for formal catechesis is a precious commodity. Therefore, we request that the parent(s) make their children aware that good moral conduct and courteous behavior is expected toward their catechists and fellow students. Disrespect to classmates, catechists, or other adults involved in our program can not be tolerated.  The hall way is designated as a time out area. After an oral warning, children with discipline problems will be removed from a classroom and be supervised by a hall monitor. These children could be given an assignment related to the session. In the event of a 3 consistent time outs, notification of the behavior will be given to the parent. No change in behavior will result in calling the parents for a meeting with the   pastor. Parents, may be requested to attend catechetical sessions if the behavior problem does not get resolved.
	Cell Phones and Other Electronics No cell phones or electronic devices are allowed during sessions. If a student is found with such a device it will be confiscated and returned to the parent at the end of the session.
	Student Text Books Each student receives a religion textbook and folder to keep and use at class and at home. Parent(s) or guardian(s) should remind their child/children to bring the textbook and folder to class. It is the responsibility of the parent(s) or guardian(s) to replace any lost books. Replacement books can be ordered through the Religious Education Department.
	Emergency Closing In the event of severe weather we will text status of R.E. classes on the REMIND app. This will be the best way to keep informed of all emergency closings.
	Christian Living Journal All students in Year I and Year II Confirmation Preparation are required to complete Christian Living Journals, one per year, by the date indicated on the provided Christian Living Journal. Some activities will be made available through the Religious Education Department. Reflection questions must be answered for each event. If you are unsure of an activity's qualification for a credit, please ask one of your catechists or see Tom. We encourage all students in all grades to participate in serving others.
	Parking Lot Etiquette  The flow of traffic around the church will be one way. As always, our first priority is to keep your children safe before, during and after sessions. Please help us insure their safety by following the procedures.
	Drop Off  Wednesday and Thursday: Students must be dropped off at Door #4 of the church, by the parish hall. Traffic is to remain in single file. Do not let your children out of the car before reaching the entry way. Please remain in line, do not pass the cars ahead of you. Sunday: Class starts with 10 a.m. Mass. Students can attend alone or preferably with their families. No student will be allowed in the parish hall prior to the end of Mass.
	Pick Up  Wednesday and Thursday: When picking up your children, you must park on the west side of the church and enter through the Door #5. All other doors will remain locked. Your children will be waiting for you in designated areas in the Gathering Area with the catechist. You must enter the building, retrieve your child from the catechist and escort them back to your car. No child will be alowed out of the building unless the adult responsible for driving them home accompanies them. Out of courtesy for our volunteers, please arrive early for pick up! Sunday: Pick up is at Door #1
	Walkers and Bike Riders If you live in a nearby neighborhood and desire your children to walk or ride their bike home from church, please fill out the Walkers Permission Slip enclosed in your packet. We will not release your children from the building unless a form is on file.

