The Parish Council Meeting Reports
September 25, 2023


[bookmark: _Int_6SUV8rg3]Members Present: Fr. Brad Milunski OFM CONV. Kathrine Rorrio – School Principal, Sr. Agnesa Negru FMSA – Ministry of Care, Janina  Lepecki, Fr. John Koziol OFM CONV, Kim Maciaszek, Dcn. Michael Pray, Robert Lukasik, Mary Wroblewski, Janek Makselon ,Peter L’Heureux , Rafal Bielech, Edyta Makusiewicz-Secretary
Members Absent/Excused: Karl Hammond-Administration & Finance Manager, John Przybylowicz- Vice Chairperson, Diane LaCosse  Chairperson-Finance Council,  Dcn. Joe Peters, Dcn. David Southworth, Anne- Marie Szmyt, Fr.Lucjan Szymanski OFM CONV and Jolanta Jasinski.

[bookmark: _Int_V7KWJLv6]The meeting started with prayer, Bill Zaskey former Chairperson, conducted the meeting. He welcomed new parish council members and acknowledged members whose terms have ended and thanked them for their service. There was a new business discussion about the faith formation gathering in small groups and how to best approach the welcoming of new parishioners. There was no input from the public. The minutes from the May 22, 2023, meeting were approved. The meeting ended with prayer and the following meeting will be on November 20th,2023.

PASTOR’S REPORT
St. Stanislaus Parish Council
September 25, 2023
 
 
My selection of items on which to report is not meant to be exhaustive but more reflective of those items that might not be covered in other reports.
 
1.	Farewells & Welcomes:  At the end of August and beginning of September, Sister Ceil and Sister Andrea took up residence at the Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph motherhouse in Hamburg, NY.  Several end-of-year celebrations in both parish and school settings marked their long years of service, as well as those of Karen Shea.  At the start of July, we welcomed Katie Rorrio as the new principal of our school, and a few weeks later, Helen Marie Choiniere as assistant principal.  In late summer Deacon Dave Southworth joined the parish staff as Director of Faith Formation.  We look forward to the blessings and creativity of a new group of talented individuals, and this creativity is already in evidence in the areas for which they are responsible.
 
2.	Farewell to +Fr. Joe Bayne:  A Memorial Mass and reception were held on Sunday, July 23rd, to mark the one-month anniversary of Fr. Joe’s death.  The Chicopee Fire Department was represented.  Many parishioners, friends, and even a cousin of Fr. Joe from the Albany (NY) area were present for the event.  Thank you to so many who helped to organize this prayerful tribute for Fr. Joe.
 
3.	Polish Center of Discovery & Learning:  In recent weeks, I became a member of the board of this important center that promotes Polish language and culture.  The hope is that a firmer partnership can develop between St. Stanislaus and the Center as planning for events moves forward.
 
4.	Knights of Columbus: The Fr. Lucjan Krolikowski Council 18251 has been officially established.  Monthly meeting attendance has been excellent, and the Knights are eager to dive into parish events and their own fundraising efforts.  A cookout for Knights and their families is planned this Saturday, September 30th, at the friary.
 
5.	Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is now offered after all the Masses on the fourth Sunday of each month.
 
[bookmark: _Int_WoMPQgqC]6.	Our Lady of Częstochowa Festival (August 26):  By all accounts the day was a great success.  The day’s events brought together food, faith, music, and good fun.  Hopefully this will become a yearly tradition.  Many thanks to Joe Dziok for being the chief organizer.
 
7.	Bazaar (October 14th): Many thanks to Aggie Zielinski, Julie L’Heureux, and Kim Maciaszek for agreeing to be co-chairs for the Parish Bazaar.  Cindy Conklin has continued to be present and available for bazaar tasks and great advice.  **The committee has asked that parish council members sponsor and staff a booth for the purpose of promoting Flocknote and information for (potentially) new parishioners.
[bookmark: _Int_zUWtNqMf]8.	Leadership on the Parish Council: In reference to my email from Sunday, I would like to hear your thoughts and discernment regarding council membership and leadership.
 
 Respectfully submitted,
Fr. Brad Milunski, OFM Conv.



FINANCE COUNCIL
Parish Council Report   September 25, 2023
NO REPORT
Respectfully Submitted,
Diane LaCosse, Chair


NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT – Sept 2023
Nothing to report



YOUTH FAITH FORMATION REPORT
September 25, 2023
Deacon David Southworth
K-8 Faith Formation started Saturday, September 23, 2023. It will continue to run on Saturdays from 9:00 am to 10:15 am in the school. We had 21 students Sept 23 and families are still coming in.
A great group of K-8 Catechists includes: K & Gr 1: Jeanne Jones (was at Holy Name – Chicopee), Grade 2, First Communion/First Reconciliation: Mary Wroblewski & Agnes Fortuna, Grade 3: Kaitlyn Jenco, Gr 4-5-6: Elizabeth Skwira & Trudy Dziok, Gr 7 & 8: Donna Skwira, Willing to help where needed: Isamar Perez (Was at Holy Name, Sophomore at The Elms)
Grade 9 Confirmation: Deacon Mike Pray & Michael Johnston Continue to teach. Deacon Mike Pray will receive the Pius X award for outstanding Catechists on Oct 1, 2023, at the Cathedral in Springfield from Bishop Byrne.
A brain-storming session with Fr Brad. M and Fr John. K and Mike Pray and Michael Johnston resulted in a new format for this year’s Confirmation students that will have a once-a-month session on a Sunday afternoon from 4 – 7 pm. Students will start with a mass, then an icebreaker, then a meal and then the teaching. There will be 12 months of teaching starting October 22, 2023, with final confirmation in October 2024.
Fall Confirmation of Last Year’s Students: Will take place Sunday, October 8, 2023, at 1:00 pm.



SCHOOL FINANCE REPORT 
Deacon Joe Peters
Thanks to numerous Donations we purchased a new St. Stanislaus Statue Donations from generous benefactor provided financial assistance for families, technology software supplies, and staff stipends Bingo for 22-23 totaled $202,000 with almost $20,000 going to Bingo volunteer assistance. Thanks to Cindy Conklin – the newest ticket BETTY BOOP has brought in nearly an extra $1000 per Friday. Our proactive grant management approach has played a crucial role. Thanks to the dedicated efforts of Sr. Ceil and Ann Marie, St. Stanislaus School has successfully secured renewal for another three years as an approved Early Education and Care (EEC) site. The EEC accreditation has not only facilitated the participation of numerous families in our before and after-school programs but has also provided essential financial assistance to families for Pre-K through Kindergarten funding.  EEC grant will continue through December 2023, at this time we have yet to be notified if it will continue through 2024.  The alignment of careful budget management, impactful business strategies, fiscal oversight, and purposeful grant utilization has resulted in a favorable outcome. The successful fiscal year can be credited to the fusion of prudent budgetary practices, effective business principles as well as the comprehensive management overseen by Sister Ceil. Her dedication to strategic budget planning and diligent monitoring has generated positive outcomes. With Sister Ceil's contributions, St. Stanislaus School remains committed to maintaining these approaches to further advance the mission of St. Stanislaus School.  Enrollment for this current school year is around 275 and we continue to have interest in enrolling students daily.

SCHOOL REPORT 
Highlights of 2022-2023 School Year  

[bookmark: _Int_neSv9rld]The beginning of the 2023-2024 school year is off to a good start. We have 276 students enrolled and are still receiving calls for our PreK 3 and PreK 4 programs. Our theme this year is “For it is in giving that we receive”. With that theme, our school as a whole is focusing on the Corporal Works of Mercy. In September we focused on feed the hungry. This last week of the month we will collect nonperishable food items and donate them to Loraine’s Soup Kitchen and other local food pantries. We had our first dress down day at the school this year and each child donated $2 for dressing down. We collected $486, half of which will be donated to Loraine’s with the food items we collect.
Our bottle and can drive was held in early September we had 10 student and 3 parent volunteers which raised $342
The Diocese invited our school to the Rosary Congress at the Shrine of Divine Mercy in Stockbridge. Our dream was to send grades 5-8 using 3 buses. After speaking at the masses and having a special collection after all the masses we raised $2400, and donations are still coming in. We are able to not only join the bishop on October 13th but will also be able to buy a rosary for each of the 276 students at our school.
Our magazine drive just ended. Mr. Marks will have an updated amount for me later next week after all the paper orders are input into the computer.
There is a Lyman Pie fundraiser starting next week. We will be putting this in the parish bulletin. The pies are ordered online and delivered to the school the Monday before Thanksgiving frozen. We will have special pick-up times.
Our Jr. Youth Ministry is starting up. There were approximately 30 students signed up at our 2 registrations nights. They have a gym night planned and a trip to Mc Cray’s farm.
Through the guidance of Maria Wagner, the superintendent of schools, I have joined a cohort with the principals from Mater Dolorosa, Blessed Sacrament and St. Joan of Arc. We are looking to possibly combine all the schools to create a larger youth group for the local diocesan schools. Which would allow for more parent involvement and using not just the St. Stan’s facility. Our middle school has been invited to a dance at St. Joan of Arc in March.

MINISTRY OF CARE REPORT
BASILICA OF ST. STANISLAUS, B.M. 
MINISTRY OF CARE

ANNUAL REPORT
(July 2022 – June 2023)

The Annual Report includes:
· The number of individuals who received the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick in their homes and in the nursing homes, and hospitals.
· The number of visits the Ministers of Care made to our parishioners who were homebound and in the nursing homes to bring them the Holy Eucharist.
· The number of phone calls the Ministers of Care made to our parishioners who were homebound and in the nursing homes.
· The number of monthly Greeting Cards that were mailed to those who were homebound and in the nursing homes.                         
· The number of visits the Ministers of Care made to our parishioners who were in the hospitals to bring them the Holy Eucharist.
· The number of car rides provided for our parishioners who did not have transportation for medical appointments
Report regarding ministry to homebound and nursing home parishioners  
The Annual Report was published in the Parish Bulletin – August 13, 2023
Beginning with September 2023, we resumed the monthly Prayer Services (Holy Rosary and Holy Communion) to our nursing home parishioners.

· First Friday of the Month - Holyoke HealthCare Center, 282 Cabot St. Holyoke, MA 01040-3141.
· Second Monday of the Month - Chicopee Rehabilitation &Nursing Center , 44 New Lombard Rd., Chicopee, MA 01020-4857
· Third Tuesday of the Month - The Arbors Assisted Living, 929 Memorial Dr., Chicopee, MA 01020-2981 

· Last Tuesday of the Month – Monthly Mass at 2:30 p.m. at Chicopee Rehabilitation &Nursing Center 
· First Monday of the Month - Monthly Mass at 1:30 p.m. at McKinley House, 38 Asinof Ave., Chicopee, MA 01013
We continued to bring the Eucharist and the Parish Bulletins, made phone calls, and sent monthly greeting cards to our homebound and nursing home parishioners with a message from our pastor, Fr. Brad. We also sent birthday greetings by phone and cards. 
We received a few “thank you” messages in appreciation for the service we rendered to our parishioners. 

Respectfully submitted,
Sr. Agnesa Negru, FMSA



Respectfully Submitted,
Edyta. M
