 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Parish Council Minutes from September 14, 2016 that began at 7:10 p.m. in the school library.

The meeting was called to order by Brian Kelly and the Parish 125th Anniversary prayer was used for the Opening Prayer.  The Minutes of the June 16, 2016 meeting were reviewed and accepted.  The Financial Report for the Parish Council was given by Helen Banas and was accepted.

Parish Finance Report - Fr. Joseph presented a three year overview of the Parish’s Income Statement as well as a Budget for the current fiscal year.  Fiscal Year 2016 saw the parish have a modest Net Income of about $11,000.  (A full report will be shared with the parish in the coming month or so.)  The FY 17 budget was reviewed.  (The discussion on the proposed work on the sound system was movd up in the agenda to accommodate Joe Dziok’s schedule.)  In addition to the smaller repairs and projects that have already been completed (automatic door opener, sanctuary hand railings) a proposal was reviewed to update the sound system in the Upper Basilica.  Fr. Joe invited Joey Dziok to this portion of the meeting as he had given assistance in formulating the proposals that were sought and then reviewed once submitted.  The proposal from Wassman Audio was presented to the Council.  Joey explained the needs in the basilica ranging from the difficulty to hear in sanctuary, to the unevenness of the sound in the nave of the basilica to the lack of needed equipment in the choir loft (there is only one working microphone) as well as for the San Damiano Music Ministry.  After a discussion of the needs and the proposal unanimous approval was given to move forward with the project which will cost $17,345.  The Council thanked Joey for his time and input.  The rest of the budget was reviewed.  The parish staff have been given raises of about 2%.  The budget as presented was unanimously accepted. (The budget will also be shared with the parish.)

School Report - Through a written report Sister Ceil reported the school year had gotten off to a smooth start.  There are 319 students enrolled in the school (Pre-K - 8) which is one less than last year.  The Pre K 3 program has 12 students enrolled.  Some adjustments had to be made to accommodate these students.  While the school has its on School Board and Finance Committee which had previously approved of the school’s budget the Parish Council reviewed last year’s financial report and this year’s budget.  The school finished in the black last year and have a balanced budget in place for this year.  The Council unanimously accepted and approved the budget.

Old Business:

A.  New Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) - As had been previously announced the parish did complete the process of hiring a CRE for the K - 8 program who is Mrs. Maureen Ritchie.  Sharon Bannister, a teacher in the school and a former DRE helped with the search and chaired the committee that interviewed candidates.  Mrs. Ritchie began serving as CRE on August 8th.  Fr. Michael will serve as her direct supervisor and continue to oversee the entire Religious Ed Program including the High School Confirmation Program that is led by Karen Ford.


B.  125th Anniversary Events:



1.  Parish Picnic - Helen Banas gave a report on the Parish Picnic that was held on August 22nd in Szot Park.  All present said they had heard only positive comments about the event and how well it went.  Unofficial counts had over 450 people in attendance during the day.  Helen and Sonja Grinuk were thanked for chairing the event and the great job they did.  Everyone was also pleased with the number of people that volunteered to help make the event so successful.  In all the costs for the day were about $3,000.  Fr. Joe said the event had been planned to give everyone in the parish the opportunity to celebrate the parish’s 125th Anniversary, especially young families who might not be able to attend some of the other events.  In that many families and young children were present the day was also successful that way.  A discussion took place about if another such event should happen again and the sentiment was that we should look to hold a similar event again.



2.  Other Events - Deacon Joe briefly reviewed the upcoming 125th Anniversary events commenting that all seem to be going well.  The next major event is the St. Stanislaus School Reunion and Brunch scheduled for October 30th.



3. Christmas Cards - Fr. Joe reported the plan to have Parish 125th Anniversary Christmas cards featuring the inside of the Basilica available at the Parish Bazaar was on target.


C. Evangelization - Fr. Joe indicated that the Evangelization committee will begin meeting again in October.  Anne Marie Szymt continues to chair this group.


D. That Man is You (TMIY)- Michael Pray gave a report on the new men’s group that is meeting on Saturday mornings from 6:30 a.m. to 8 a.m.  A very solid 22 men were present for the first meeting with much enthusiasm.  He said that men are welcome to join the group at any point along the way. 

New Business:   


A. Year of Mercy - The Year of Mercy will conclude on Sunday, November 20th.


B.  Weekly Giving Initiative - Fr. Joe informed the Council that he had received a letter from the Bishop concerning an initiative being undertaken by the Diocese in all parishes in Hampden County to increase what parishioners give in the weekly collection.  Fr. Joe had met with representatives from Letter Concepts who are conducting the program.  The parish will not have to bear any of the costs of the program.  While the Diocese would like all parishes to participate each parish can give their input about pursuing this opportunity.  A discussion ensued about whether or not our parish would participate.  Fr. Joe said he had sought more information from Letter Concepts and they were quite helpful and also were able to help us take a look at the weekly first collection giving of our parishioners.  Fr. Joe said he had some reservations at this point because our parishioners support the parish in many ways in addition to the 1st collections (Annual Dues (Giving), HELP, and the 2nd collections that stay in the parish.)  It has been about four years since this was last done at St. Stan’s and from that perspective it is time to do it again.  While there was an initial increase to the weekly giving that increase has fallen off.  Costs do continue to increase for the parish and if we hope to grow they will continue to increase.  It was explained that most of the communication about the increased giving program with parishioners would be through letter, but that Fr. Joe would also address the topic from the pulpit.  Fr. Joe said they recommend that the program be conducted before the holiday season begins.  Not seeing any negatives and the positive that the parish is incurring no costs and that the parish could certainly benefit from the increased offertory the Parish Council agreed to participate in this increased giving initiative.  One member voted against thinking that it should be done at a different time of year.

Upcoming Events - The upcoming Parish Bazaar (the 40th) was reviewed.  Raffle tickets are out and plans are well underway.  All parishioners were encouraged to be involved and to support this major fund raising event for the parish.  The parish will have a Health Fair on the weekend of October 8 & 9 thanks to Bro. Michael Duffy and nursing students from Elms College.  Free flu vaccinations will be available compliments of Walgreens with thanks to Deanna Soja.  The parish’s annual Mass of Remembrance of those who have died in the past year will be held at the Noon Mass on November 13th.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held  October 26, 2016 at 7 p.m.  The meeting closed with the Anniversary prayer at 9:05 p.m. and the meeting was adjourned by Brian Kelly.

Respectfully submitted,

Edyta Makusiewicz
