PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES JANUARY 28, 2019 - 7:00 P.M - SCHOOL
Members present: Virginia Bauch, Sr. M. Andrea Ciszewski, John Tourigny, Paula Piela, Fr. Joe Bayne, Bernie Gelinas, Helen Banas, Mike Pray, Sr. Cecelia Haier, Marian Zielinski, Ray Dziok, Sandy Peret and Edyta Makusiewicz. Evening prayers recited. Minutes from Nov. 28 were accepted and approved.
Pastors Report: The Christmas season went well. The Epiphany Concert was excellent, well-attended and a great celebra- tion of Community. The March for Life Bus Departure - Three Friars were present for Confessions. Fr Joe concelebrated with Msgr. Chris Connolly from the Cathedral for Mass. We hosted a reception in the Cafeteria after Mass. We have begun the practice of enthroning the WORD OF GOD. This is to accentuate the importance of the Liturgy of the Word and role of Scripture in the Mass and in our lives. Beginning Monday Feb. 4, The Basilica will open 1⁄2 hour before the first Mass (instead of one hour). The Mass Schedule is being reviewed. Ushers will monitor attendance throughout the year. Parishion- ers have already started making suggestions. San Damiano - Chris Marini is the Director of the San Damiano Music Minis- try. We will name Jacob Broer as Assistant Director to assist Chris in this ministry. A post-Holidays celebration will be host- ed on Feb. 9 for the group. A reminder that we are all one Parish Community and all are welcome to attend any of the events or activities held in our Parish. Please take advantage of all we have to offer. The Lenten Retreats, both Polish and English, are planned and schedules have been published in the bulletin. The Evangelization Committee is evaluating our Vestibule. Some ideas include: more gathering space, updated lighting, electronic bulletin boards, etc... Other thoughts in- clude moving the reconciliation rooms and Divine Mercy shrine. Changes will be coordinated with the Facilities/Finance Committee. We still need someone to coordinate the Parish Library. Staff Roles and benefits are being updated using guidelines from the Diocesan Handbook. Karl Hammond is assisting the pastor and Anne-Marie Szymt is providing valuable guidance.
Parish Council: We are looking for new members from committees and ministries. New members are needed to provide new energy and ideas. REMINDER: Parish Council meetings are open to all Parishioners. If you have anything you would like discussed, please contact the Council Chairperson prior to the meeting.

Finance: Pierogi sales made $5,554, Expenses $1830.15; Money from pierogis sold at the annual fish fry will be donated to school.
Family and Community Life Committee: will study promoting more programs geared towards the youth of our Parish.
School: Catholic Schools week began January 26. The Father Cyman award was given to Stanley & Teresa Lucek and Tina Elmer. The superintendent will be presenting the Teacher of Excellence award. Religious education is preparing for the sac- rament of Reconciliation on Feb. 9. Spaghetti supper will be on Feb. 2 at 5pm in school cafeteria.
Ministry of Care: Advent caring basket Christmas 2018 had 488 names, 330 of which were taken by parishioners and greet- ing cards, telephone calls or prayers where offered for parishioners in homebound and in nursing homes. Dec. 9 - prayer service was held at St. Hyacinth. A small gathering was prepared by Fr. Joe Bayne and Bro. Paschal Kolodziej, 13 members were present from Ministry of Care. Jan. 3 - gathering took place for the Ministry of Care Volunteers in the Friary. Fr. Joe, Fr. Paul, and 18 members of Ministry of Care were present.
That Man Is You! - The program will begin on Feb. 9 @ 6:30am
Parish Council Contact: one call regarding flowers at Christmas and one recommending a reminder in bulletin that 1st
weekend of the month is for food donation to Lorraine’s kitchen.

Apr. 27 - Ordination of Friar Christopher Dudek to the Priesthood will take place at 11:00 a.m. in the Upper Basilica, with a reception to follow. He will celebrate his first Mass at 4:00 p.m. that day.

Next meeting March 18th @ 7:00pm.

The Liaison is Marian Zielinski 413-739-8689 & Cell 413-531-8722 Closing prayers and meeting concluded.

Respectfully Submitted by Edyta Makusiewicz
