Parish Council Meeting Minutes  
March 24, 2025 


Members Present: Fr. Brad Milunski –pastor OFM CONV, Fr. John Koziol OFM CONV, Fr. Lucjan Szymanski OFM CONV, Sr. Agnesa Negru FMSA – Ministry of Care,  Dcn. David Southworth –Chairperson, Edyta Makusiewicz-Secretary, Kathy Dziok –School V.P., Kim Maciaszek, Johnn Przybylowicz, Mary Wroblewski. And Peter L’Heureux.

Members Absent:  Kathrine Rorrio – School Principal, Diane LaCosse Chairperson-Finance Council, Br. Sebastian De Backer .Dcn. Joe Peters ,Dcn. Mike Pray, William Zaskey , Jolanta Jasinska, Janek Makselon ,  and Dominika Jasinska.

The meeting started with prayer. Dcn .David Southworth - Chairperson, conducted the meeting. There was no public input.The minutes from March 24, 2025, meeting minutes was approved. The meeting ended with prayer and the following meeting will be on May 19th, 2025.

Pastors Report Fr, Brad 
The Profession of Solemn Vows of Friar Sebastian De Backer and Friar Edgar Varela will take place on Friday May 2, 2025, Friar Sebastian and Friar Edgar will profess the vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience for the remainder of their lives. The Mass is in the St. Anthony of Padua Shrine Chapel in Ellicott, MD. Friar Edgar will be ordained as a transitional deacon on Saturday, May 3, 2025, at the Shrine of St. Anthony in Ellicott City. Our Minister Provincial has assigned him to St. Stanislaus Friary and Basilica for his diaconal year. We look forward to his arrival in early June. 

Our parish has been invited to record the Chalice of Salvation Mass for Divine Mercy Sunday. The recording will take place on Thursday, April 24th, at 2:30 p.m. in the Holy Spirit Chapel in downtown
 The Office of Youth Ministry invites middle and high school youth to the 2025 “Be Not Afraid” Lenten Retreat on April 12 from 4:00 to 9:00 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Parish in Ludlow. Organized by the Diocesan Youth Team, the retreat will include Mass, Adoration, Confession, dinner, talks by the youth ambassadors, small group discussions, exciting games, and much more

[bookmark: _Int_xayhNR0i]English parish retreat will be held on  - April 5 - 7 the focus will be on the Jubilee Witnesses of Hope. Fr. Brad will preach at 11am and 7 pm masses.

A senior Lenten retreat with Fr. Gary Dailey, Rector of the St.Michael's Cathedral will be held on Wednesday, April 2, at the Jericho.
The Feast of the Divine Mercy Sunday will be celebrated at the 1:30 p.m. Mass on April 27, the first Sunday after Easter, which is called Divine Mercy Sunday. Confessions will be heard from Noon to 1:00 p.m., followed by Recitation of the Rosary at 1:00 p.m., and Mass celebrated at the 1:30 p.m.


MINISTRY OF CARE REPORT
The Ministry of Care Volunteers continued to:
Ø Bring Holy Communion and Parish Bulletins to our homebound and nursing home parishioners.
Ø Make birthday phone calls and mail birthday cards.
Ø Send monthly greeting cards to our homebound and nursing home parishioners with a message from Fr. Brad and the Ministry of Care volunteers. Also, they received “The Magnificat - Lenten Companion” booklets; fifty-six booklets were mailed to them.
Ø Conduct monthly Prayer Services - Praying the Holy Rosary and distributing Holy Communion to the residents of Chicopee Rehabilitation & Nursing Center and The Arbors Assisted Living, both in Chicopee, and RegalCare at Holyoke in Holyoke if there were no Covid-19 or flu cases.
Ø We received a few “thank you” messages in appreciation for the monthly greeting cards our parishioners received and for the services we rendered to them.
Ø Mailed welcoming cards signed by Fr. Brad to those who baptized their child.
Ø Mailed “Welcome” cards signed by Fr. Brad to our ‘new’ parishioners.
The Franciscan Friars continued to:
Ø Administer the sacraments according to our parishioners’ needs.
Ø Administer the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick on the fourth weekend of the month after all Masses.
Ø Celebrate Mass monthly at the Chicopee Rehabilitation & Nursing Center (44 New Lombard Rd., Chicopee, MA 01020-4857) and McKinley House (38 Asinof Ave., Chicopee, MA 01013).
Bereavement Ministry
Bereavement Volunteers continued to:
Ø Attend wakes and Funeral Masses.
Ø Send out sympathy cards and pamphlets about grieving to those whose loved ones died.
Ø Follow up with phone calls to family members whose loved ones died.
Ø Mail Parish Bulletins to four parishioners.
Ø Virginia Bauch stepped down from the Ministry of Care – Bereavement program as a volunteer for 35 years. We are most grateful for her years of dedicated ministry.
Respectfully submitted,
Sr. Agnesa Negru, FMSA

Faith Formation Update; Deacon David Southworth
1) Pre-K- Grade 8 Public School Faith Formation- Sat am; 33 enrolled; continues Saturday mornings.
2) 2024-25 HS Confirmation
a) Hoping to get good participation at Youth Retreat – Assisi on the Chesapeake, June 27-29, 2025.
b) Also, will attend Steubenville East Youth Rally at MassMutual Center July 25-27, 2025.
3) Adults joining the Church (was RCIA – Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults; now is OCIA – Order of Christian Initiation of Adults); One to have 1st Communion & Confirmation at Easter vigil.
Jubilee 2025 Team: Continues to meet to plan Jubilee year issues at St Stanislaus Basilica.

St Stans Basilica 3-year Ministry Plan Team: Team has draft recommendation to focus on: 1) Communication/Social Media, 2) Youth Ministry, 3) Hospitality. Next step to consult and update key ministries around the parish for their input and suggestions.
Lent 2025 Small Christian Communities in houses: 5 volunteer hosts…. Slow start with only 1 of 4 hosts having guests the 1st week…. 2 more expected to have guests the 2nd week. Will take time to grow the concept
St Stans Basilica 3-year Ministry Plan Team: Team has draft recommendation to focus on: 1) Communication/Social Media, 2) Youth Ministry, 3) Hospitality. Next step to consult and update key ministries around the parish for their input and suggestions.

School Report for Parish Council Meeting on 3/24/25
We are well on our way with enrollment for the 2025/2026 school year. The enrollment is completely online through our FACTS system this year. This includes an Inquiry button on our website so new families can request more information and register. We have had 27 inquiries from new families using this feature on our website. As of Friday 3/21, we have 188 students of our current students enrolled for the 25/26 school year.
 Our goal is to have all our current students re-enrolled by the end of April. Currently we have 15 Kindergarten students enrolled for the fall. Our security grant project has been completed. We have installed several new outside cameras to assist us in parking lot problems. We also added a video camera at the delivery door in the kitchen so that we can know who is at the door and speak with them prior to opening the door. Mrs. Rorrio now has access to the cameras at home. If there is a problem, it can be addressed quickly. 
Our school students have been preparing and participating in weekly Lenten Prayer Services and Stations of the Cross. This is a wonderful opportunity for the students to understand the 40-day journey of Lent. 
Mrs Dziok and Mrs. Shea are working on the Living Stations with our 7th & 8th grade students. They will perform for the entire student body on Holy Thursday and for our Parish family on Good Friday evening. Please spread the word and attend if you can.
 Our Superintendent, Maria Wagner, has given our schools the opportunity to learn together through a program called Fransiscan at Home which is offered online in conjunction with The Catechetical Institute. 
Our teachers will all take the course entitled teaching in Catholic Schools. It is meant to build our foundation to teach Religion. 
Tomorrow is Crumble Cookie Fundraiser. Please take some flyers and pass them out to your friends and family. Last year we made just under $400.

No reports from Finance council.

Respectfully submitted by 
Edyta M





