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The meeting was called to order by President Brian Kelly at 7:15 p.m in the Parish Office.  The following members were present:  Brian Kelly, Fr. Joe Benicewicz, Michael Pray, Helen Banas, Sr. Norberta Petrucci, Ray Dziok, Sr. Agnesa Negru, and Virginia Bauch.  All of the other members were excused as they were out of town.

The meeting began by praying the 125th Anniversary Prayer.  The Minutes of the February 22, 2017 meeting were reviewed and approved as presented.  The Financial Report for the Parish Council was given by Helen Banas and was accepted.

Finances:  Fr. Joseph handed out the parish financial report for the first nine months of the fiscal year through March 31, 2017.  Income and Expenses were all within budget.  First collections continue to maintain an increase since the Increased Giving initiative was done in October.  Utility collections for the year are behind last year possibly due to the HELP mailing going out shortly after the Increased Giving mailings had been received by parishioners.  The mailing for what has been traditionally called “Parish Dues” will go out in mid-May.  The mailing will continue to speak of this gift as an Annual Gift to the parish rather than dues to move away from any idea that this is a membership fee.

Fr. Joe brought up a few projects to be considered.  The first is a safety issue in the friary.  There is only one staircase to the third floor.  In the event of a fire on the third floor friars could be trapped.  An exterior fire escape is being considered as a second egress.  The second project being considered also involves the friary and would involve exploring whether or not private bathrooms or possibly a shared bathroom between two rooms would be possible.  Discussion was also had about trying to make the Friary Office more accessible by installing a ramp that could be used by those who need it.  Lastly, but the oldest anticipated project, is to take a new look at the Elevator Project for the basilica.  Donations and accumulated interest for the elevator project now totals just under $200,000.  All of these projects are only at the exploration stage and those with expertise will be engaged to have preliminary discussions on these possible projects.  The council was in full agreement on this plan of action.

Fr. Joe had received a request from a parishioner for Tuition Assistance to St. Mary’s High School.  Students who attend Pope Francis High School receive a $1,000 reduction in their tuition if they are registered and active parishioners.  This reduction is funded by Pope Francis High School and not the parish.  Fr. Joe suggested that the parish establish a process by which the parish would consider helping registered and active families in their desire to have their children enrolled in a Catholic high school.  In that the parish’s education tax to the Diocese has been cut in half and is planned to go away in a few years there could be funds available to do so.  The council was in full agreement for the parish to establish criteria for the granting of such assistance.

Liturgy and Worship:  The recently concluded season of Lent, Holy Week and Easter Sunday were reviewed.  Members thought the liturgies were well planned.  Fr. Joe mentioned that a Marian Father from Stockbridge has been lined up for next year’s English Lenten retreat.

125th Anniversary Update:  Deacon Joe submitted a written 125th Anniversary report in his absence.  The Multicultural Fair received high praise from the many people who attended.  It would be the hope that this annual school event will continue to be a shared event with the parish.  In reviewing the Multi-Cultural Fair Sr. Agnesa suggested that possibly in the future a Mass be held prior to the Fair which would also highlight the different cultures present in the parish.  Fr. Joe mentioned that others had also made a similar suggestion to him.  In his report Deacon Joe indicated that all was in good order for the Closing Mass and Banquet and that the banquet was close to a sell out at 300 people.  Ben Peters continues his work on updating the parish history.  He recently met with a group of parishioners to listen to them about the history in particular the last 25 years since the history was last updated.

Education and Sacramental Preparation: First Communion is all set for Saturday, May 13th with the students participating in their “Jesus Day” the Saturday before.  The Coordinator of Religious Education resigned in March and discussion has begun about hiring a replacement.  Michael Pray updated the Council on the Saturday morning men’s spirituality group, That Man is You.  The second 13 week semester will conclude in May.  Discussion is under way with the members if they want to continue again next year.  Father Joe reported on the discussion sessions that were held on the book Rediscovering Jesus.  Each of the first two sessions had just over 40 people each time and have gone very well.  The final sessions are the last week of April.

Revision of Parish Council By-Laws: Michael Pray reported that there had been one suggested revision from members since the last meeting.  This recommended change continued the discussion from the last meeting on the make-up of the Council.  Michael Pray pointed out a few other minor changes that were made.  A motion was made by Ray Dziok and seconded by Brian Kelly that the Council vote on the changes to the by-laws in their entirety rather than each one individually.  All voted in agreement.  Brian Kelly made a motion to accept all of the proposed changes and the motion was seconded by Helen Banas.  The motion carried unanimously.  The by-laws will be published and made available to all parishioners.  Discussion then ensued on the election of new Parish Council members.  In accord with the new by laws a Nominating Committee was formed that will consist of Michael Pray as the Chairperson, Helen Banas, Joe Peters, and Fr. Joe.  Parishioners will be encouraged to submit there own names or those of other parishioners to be considered for the parish council.  Michael will call a meeting with the possibility of elections happening before the onset of the summer.

Fr. Joe announced to the Parish Council that Michael Pray has been accepted by the Diocese into the Diaconate Class of 2021.  He will begin the four year formation process in late August.  All warmly congratulated Mike.  Our blessing, prayers, and thanks go out to him.

A list of upcoming events was reviewed including Divine Mercy Sunday on April 23rd.  Bishop Rozanski will be the principal celebrant and English homilist.  Fr. Joe noted that the Parish Mass and Picnic will be held on Sunday, August 27th.  This year’s chairs are Piotr and Ella Soja.  A meeting was already held with Helen Banas and Sonja Grinuk who served as Chairs last year.  Helen and Sonja will continue to assist the Soja’s and provided very good notes on last year’s event.  The meeting concluded with the 125th Anniversary prayer.  The next meeting of the Council is June 7th at 7 p.m. in the school library.  The meeting was adjourned by Brian Kelly at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Virginia Bauch in Edyta Makusiewicz absence.
