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be exceptional, working systematically and effectively to
refine our Outstanding school curriculum.

This policy reflects the current philosophy and practice in relation to the teaching and learning in the Early Years
at St. Aidan’s Catholic Primary School.

It provides a framework for all staff which includes guidance on planning, assessment, recording and reporting in
Early Years. It offers guidance on teaching styles and opportunities for meeting the needs of all pupils, as well as
giving advice on equality.

Early Years aims and objectives:

e To develop positive relationships with parents and carers, to build a strong partnership in supporting their
children’s learning and development.

e To provide a broad, balanced, relevant and creative curriculum with a solid and strong foundation in the
three prime areas of learning, and the four specific areas of learning.

e To provide high quality learning experiences that correspond to each child’s developmental stage through

careful observation, assessment, and that guide children towards the achievement of the Early Learning
Goals at the end of the EYFS.

e To provide a happy, safe and stimulating environment, one in which provides challenge, and promotes a
positive attitude to learning.

e To provide a caring an inclusive learning environment which is sensitive to the requirements of the
individual child, including those who have additional needs.

Our school curriculum is underpinned by the aims of our Catholic Life and Mission. The scripture link for Early
Years is

‘Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom
of heaven.’

Matthew 19:14

As stated in our school’s Mission Statement, our 3 aims are to-

~ Have a sense of responsibility and take an active part in serving our world;

~ Have a growing understanding of Gospel Values and gather together in prayer and Worship;
~ Have a passion for learning and an enjoyment for discovery.




“Hand in Hand,
In the image of Jesus,
We grow together and celebrate who we are.”

The staff of St. Aidan’s Catholic Primary School will work to give each child the entitlement of a broad,
balanced, differentiated curriculum (irrespective of ability) encouraging in every individual a sense of self-
worth and self-esteem. All teaching and learning is underpinned by the school mission statement.

This Early Years policy document is available to:

Teaching and Support Staff

Governors

Parents and other visitors to the staffroom

Supply Teachers

Inspectors

Copies of this policy are available through the school website and also through the school office on request.

All children deserve the care and support they need to have the best start in life. Children learn and
develop at a faster rate from birth to five years old than at any other time in their lives, so their
experiences in early years have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe, and happy
childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high-quality early learning provide the
foundation children need to fulfil their potential. (EYFS Statutory Framework 2026)

The Early Years Foundation Stage applies to children from birth to the end of the Reception Year. We believe that
early childhood is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives. We greatly value the importance
that the EYFS plays in laying secure foundations for future learning and development.

At St. Aidan’s Primary School, we endeavour to provide high quality early learning experiences that uphold and
demonstrate the four overarching principles outlined in the EYFS statutory framework:
e Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-
assured;

e Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;

e Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults,
who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them build their learning over time. Children
benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers;

e Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates
Early Years Curriculum Rationale

At St. Aidan’s we are eager to learn! We want our youngest children to love their educational experiences. We
want them to succeed, to have ambitions and grow up wanting to be whatever they choose to be. The principles
of the Early Years Foundation Stage guide are to develop the unique child, providing care and support in a safe
environment so that every child’s full potential is reached. Positive relationships ensure that children feel secure,
whilst a rich and varied learning environment allows children to discover the world around them and provides
opportunities for challenge whilst remaining safe.

Children require opportunities to develop independence and self-confidence in an environment where they feel
valued, respected and cared for. Clear rules help each child feel safe, whilst high but realistic expectations
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encourage each child to strive to achieve their best. All children develop at different rates and learn in different
ways. Therefore, well planned experiences in all areas of learning and development are essential, with purposeful
play underpinning the delivery of the Early Years education.

A high-quality Early Years education lays the foundations for children, with a focus on developing the whole child
and to ensure ‘school readiness’. The EYFS provides children with a broad range of learning opportunities with the
aim to embed firm foundations in the knowledge and skills needed for good future progress. We aim to develop
children’s cultural capital so that they are able to engage with society and understand the importance of being a
good UK and global citizen. A key priority of the EYFS is to maintain a determined approach to ensure that
children learn to read fluently at an age appropriate level.

At St. Aidan’s Primary School, we follow the aims and objectives set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage
Curriculum. We recognise that all areas of learning and development are important and interconnected.

We ensure that the children receive a balance of adult led and child initiated activities, giving them the best
chance of obtaining a good level of development at the end of Reception. We recognise that children learn most
effectively when following their own ideas and interests. We provide children with a wide range of open ended
resources that allow them to explore their own ideas and interests.

We recognise that three areas of learning are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm
for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. These three prime areas are:
e Personal, Social and Emotional Development

e Communication and Language

e Physical Development

We also teach the four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. The
specific areas are:
e Literacy

¢ Mathematics
¢ Understanding the world

e Expressive arts and design

The prime areas of learning play a vital part in children’s development and children who are successful in the
prime areas of learning will be successful in the specific areas of learning.

As well as the seven areas of learning, we ensure that our environment and delivery of the curriculum incorporates
the three characteristics of effective teaching and learning:
¢ Playing and exploring-children will have opportunities to investigate and experience things, and ‘have a

)

go’.
e Active learning- children will have time and space to concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter
difficulties, and enjoy their achievements.

¢ Creative and thinking critically- children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas,
and develop strategies for doing things
We aim to create happy, confident and enthusiastic learners who have an excellent attitude to learning and are
ready to enter the next stage of learning.

The Early Years curriculum promotes curiosity and a love and thirst for learning. It is ambitious and empowers our
children to become independent and resilient — like all curriculum areas. We want to equip them with not only the
minimum statutory requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum but to prepare them for the
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. For example, our reception children take part in Forest
School sessions, where they learn about their local environment and how to look after it for future generation.



Close bonds are formed within school and in particular with Year 6 during the ‘Seeds and Gardener’ programme,
through learning and playing together.

We want our children to learn from other cultures, respect diversity, co-operate with one another and appreciate
what they have. We achieve this by providing a strong Religious Education curriculum, with British Values
incorporated in our provision. This often feeds into the early years’ curriculum.

We enrich their time in our school with memorable and unforgettable experiences. We firmly believe that it is not
just about what happens in the classroom, it is about the added value we offer to really inspire our children.

“Play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence as they learn to explore, relate to
others, set their own goals and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play, and by taking
part in play which is quided by adults.” (EYFS Statutory Framework 2026)

At St. Aidan’s Primary School, we support all children to become independent and collaborative learners. We
provide a broad and balanced curriculum that enables each child to develop personally, socially, emotionally,
spiritually, physically, creatively and intellectually to their full potential. Children have access to a wide range of
open ended resources within continuous provision and are encouraged to explore and develop their own ideas.

We plan challenging but achievable adult led activities, and experiences to extend children’s learning based on well
thought out long term plans. Teachers have devised their own curriculum based around ‘Development Matters’
and our whole school curriculum to ensure progression throughout Nursery and Reception in line with the rest of
school. Themes and units are carefully planned to ensure progression. We use exciting themes, as a vehicle of
interest to encourage the children and then enhance activities in line with the children’s interest. Themes may
change in accordance with the children’s needs.

Staff develop year group specific long-term curriculum maps, which identify when the different areas and topics
will be taught across the academic year. Some areas are taught discretely but staff make meaningful links across
the different aspects. They link prior knowledge to new learning to deepen children’s understanding.

Children share in phonics, reading, writing and mathematics sessions and explore a broad a balanced curriculum
through exploration of key themes.

We follow ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised’ and use a ‘Mastery’ approach to mathematics to ensure
clear progression.

We value play and understand that this is how young children learn and apply key skills. Children have access to
adult led activities and child initiated activities. At all times, the characteristics of effective learning (playing and
exploring, active learning and creating and thinking critically) are considered in our planning and teaching in order
to meet each child’s needs.

We ensure that children’s next steps are met in our weekly planning, and provide children with opportunities to
consolidate their learning within continuous provision.

“Assessment plays an important part in helping parents, carers and practitioners to recognise children’s
progress, understand their needs, and to plan activities and support” (EYFS Statutory Framework 2026).

Within the first 6 weeks of arriving at school the children will undertake the Statutory Reception Baseline
Assessment. Practitioners also complete their own baseline assessments through interacting and playing with the
children, this baseline takes into account information received from parents during visits, as well as other records
from pre-schools and child minders.
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As part of our daily practice, we observe and assess children’s learning in order to ensure that future planning and
teaching reflects identified needs. We only observe ‘Wow’ moments and new learning to ensure that we can spend
time in provision with our children. All our observations are recorded in the children’s individual online learning
journeys and include teacher, parent and child voice. These observations form part of our planning and assessment
cycle, enabling us to plan for the needs of each child. Learning journeys and floor books contain a wide variety of
evidence that we share with parents throughout the year. Each term we assess children and identify any children
that may need additional support.

Within the final term of the EYFS, we provide a written summary to parents with a commentary on children’s
progress, attainment towards the early learning goals and characteristics of effective learning.

We encourage all parties to contribute to discussions, assessment and children’s learning journeys. Parents have
the opportunity to add to their child’s learning journey through Seesaw, throughout the year, whereby they can
record their own child’s significant learning moments outside of school.

At St. Aidan’s children in the EYFS participate in whole class, small group and individual activities, with increasing
times as the year progresses, in order to accommodate children’s needs and extend their learning. Teaching and
learning is constantly evaluated and adapted to meet the needs of the children. We have a flexible timetable that
changes throughout the year and places children at the heart of the curriculum. It allows for extended periods of
play and it ensures that teachers are meeting the needs of the children.
The Early Years education that we offer our children is based on the following principles:

e It builds on what our children already know and can do;

e It ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged,;

e It offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content that matches the need of
young children, and activities that provide opportunities for learning both indoors and outdoors;

e It provides a rich and stimulating environment;

e It acknowledges the importance of a full working partnership with parents and carers
“Play is essential for children’s development” (EYFS Statutory Framework 2026).

Our ultimate aim is to help and guide the children to become independent, enquiring and evaluative learners. We
follow children’s interests, in order to fully engage them in taking charge of their own learning. Through play, our
children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world.

At St. Aidan’s Primary School, we recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending
children’s development. We always make sure that the learning environment inside and outside is planned
effectively, to meet the requirements of all areas of learning.

We ensure that the classroom is well organised into clearly defined areas, which allows the children to explore and
learn securely and safely. We encourage children to engage in purposeful, challenging activities with or without
the presence of an adult.

The pupils have their own outdoor area and have many opportunities to work in the outdoors. Being outdoors
offers opportunities for exploring and learning things differently to when pupils are indoors. The children can
explore, use their senses and be physically active and exuberant. The children have access to water play, large
scale construction, mud kitchen, role play and opportunities for writing. Children also attend ‘Forest School’
sessions in the local woods to develop confidence, perseverance and further develop the ‘Characteristics of Effective
Learning’.



Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who
respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children
benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers. (EYFS Statutory
Framework 2026).

We pride ourselves on having outstanding relationships with parents and other parties. We recognise that parents
are children’s first and most enduring educators, and we value the contribution they make. We recognise the role
that parents have played, and their future role in educating the children.

We hold stay and play sessions for children and their families in the summer term, to give them the opportunity to
spend time with their teacher, before starting school. We also invite parents to an induction meeting. We offer
parents regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress including access to the children’s learning
journeys.

We have an ‘open door’ policy whereby we have daily discussions with parents regarding their children. We
encourage parents to talk to the child’s teacher if there are any concerns and hold parents’ meetings during the
Autumn and Spring term, to discuss their child’s progress. We actively encourage parents to take part in their
child’s learning experiences including stay and play sessions, themed weeks, Christmas productions and assemblies.
We draw on our links with the community to enrich children’s experiences by taking them on outings and inviting
members of the community into our setting.

“Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met, when
they have positive adults caring for them” (EYFS Statutory Framework 2026).

At St. Aidan’s primary School, we understand that we are legally required to comply with welfare requirements as
stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2026.

e Ensure the people who have contact with children are suitable.
e Promote good health.

e Support and understand behaviour.

e Maintain records, policies and procedures.

At St. Aidan’s primary School, it is important to us that all children in school are safe. We aim to educate children
on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We encourage children to take risks
and highlight the importance of keeping themselves safe by teaching them how to recognise and avoid hazards.
We promote a healthy lifestyle by providing fresh fruit and water for the children daily, and encourage them to
make healthy choices about what they eat. School dinners are also provided for free for all children in Reception,
Year One and Year Two.

At St. Aidan’s Primary School, we recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, capable,
confident and self-assured. We recognise that children develop in different ways, at varying rates. We value the
diversity of individuals within the school and treat children fairly regardless of race, religion or abilities. We believe
that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve their best. We set realistic and
challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of
boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities,
children from all social cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic
backgrounds.

We use a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs and use resources which reflect diversity.
We monitor children’s progress and take action to provide support as necessary. We focus on removing barriers to
learning and aim to identify any learning difficulties at an early stage.
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Starting school can be a difficult time for young children; we therefore plan this time carefully to support children
to settle into their new class quickly and happily. During the summer term children are invited in to attend stay
and play sessions with their parents, in order to develop familiarity within the setting and with the practitioners.
Children from our own nursery visit the reception classroom in the summer term with a member of staff, they also
visit for singing and Collective Worships. We also hold an induction meeting to meet parents and give out key
information. When the children join us in September, the children spend the first week attending morning or
afternoon sessions, and then full time sessions afterwards.

We believe that parents have a fundamental role to play in helping children to learn. Every effort is made to inform

parents about what and how their children are learning by:

e Holding parents’ evenings to explain pupil progress.

e Sending information to parents, at the start of each term, which outlines the topics that the children will be
studying during that term at school;

e Discussing progress made and indicate how the child can improve further;

e Explaining to parents how they can support their children with homework, and suggesting, for example, regular
shared reading with very young children, and support for older children with their reading homework.

We believe that parents have the responsibility to support their children and the school in implementing school policies.
We would therefore like parents to:

e  Ensure that their child has the best attendance record possible;

e Ensure that their child is equipped for school with the correct uniform and PE kit;

e Do their best to keep their child healthy and fit to attend school;

Inform school if there are matters outside of school that are likely to affect a child’s performance or behaviour;

e Promote a positive attitude towards school and learning in general.

We are aware of the need to monitor the school’s Early Years policy, and to review it regularly, so that we can take
account of new initiatives and research, changes in the curriculum, developments in technology or changes to the
physical environment of the school. We will therefore review this policy every three years, or earlier if necessary.
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Signed:
Headteacher, Mrs J. M. Farrimond Chair of Committee



