[image: image1.jpg]


ST. AIDAN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL  

Music Development Plan Summary


	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	July 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Miss L Cassidy

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Wigan Music Service

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	


This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, extra-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 

Part A: Curriculum music

	The teachers who deliver the music curriculum do so by following the Charanga Musical School Scheme. Class teachers/HLTAs who deliver music lessons are not music specialists. St Aidan’s have a partnership with the Wigan Music Service to support curriculum teaching. On average, one hour per week is dedicated to teaching music in class. Across a term, pupils experience a full range of the following musical skills including performing, composing, singing, improvising, listening and appraising. Musical experiences and learning in music will be inspired by a musical style/genre or specific artist. The skills and understanding of music will be carefully planned for to ensure that the progression and development of expertise in music is given high priority. Music offers the opportunity to use a broad and flexible range of teaching styles. The children may listen to the teacher sharing specific facts or knowledge about a piece of music or idea, or the teacher may set a broad task and the pupils may immerse themselves in the creative process. During the course of a lesson, the teacher may use both styles of teaching, switching between the two as and when appropriate. Each music lesson will involve the children in developing specific musical skills, concepts, knowledge and understanding as identified through the planning. During each topic, children will have the opportunity to develop their skills of playing an instrument through whole-class ensemble teaching. The instrument we predominantly focus on at St. Aidan’s is the glockenspiel. Children learn best when they know what the teacher’s expectations of the lesson are and instructions and questions should always be clear and relevant. 

Children learn in different ways and at different rates. We believe that children learn best when they feel secure within their learning environment and where a mutual respect and trust is created throughout the lesson. Music by its nature encourages emotional involvement of everyone and therefore a sensitive atmosphere is very important. Where children work together in groups it is important to ensure that each child is given the best possible chance to achieve. Groups may be arranged according to a variety of criteria: - musical ability/experience, mixed ability, gender, friendship etc. The children will usually be organised in a variety of learning situations as appropriate to the activity. During the course of a lesson there may well be individual learning, paired activities and group work as well as whole class organisation.

Children express their thoughts and idea in many different ways. Some children are happy to use spoken words, whilst others may choose to write or to draw pictures. Children who are less able academically may find that music provides a medium for expressing their thoughts and feelings in a way not achievable in any other subject. Pupils who are gifted in music need to have carefully planned opportunities to achieve their potential.

Children are individuals and as such have their own needs which need to be taken into consideration. We aim to provide every child with opportunities to achieve high standards in music, developing confidence and self-esteem   which will have far reaching effects into other areas of their lives. 

We cater for different levels of achievement in music by: 

· planning lessons which allow all children to take part at their own level of musical ability.

· considering the pace of the lesson giving some children more time, while extending the task for others,

· supplying appropriate resources to meet individual needs,

· considering carefully the groupings of children

· setting open ended tasks so that each child can progress as far as he/she is able,

· by setting a range of tasks each focusing on a different level

· having clear expectations of the different abilities of pupils

· extending provision beyond the classroom for those pupils who are working at a high level      
         Curriculum Outcomes Statement

The aspiration of the St. Aidan’s Catholic Primary School’s Curriculum is that all children, regardless of their ability, experience success.  We give children opportunities to excel and receive support to achieve.

We have given careful, measured and clear considerations of the National Curriculum, to translate into outcomes for each age group.  These outcomes take into account children’s access to substantive knowledge and disciplinary skills, ensuring children have the experience of working as a musician.

Children in Years 1/3/5 are initially taught the objectives and are beginning to learn the knowledge and skills of the area of learning.  They may receive additional support and evidence of adapted teaching.

Children in these Year groups, working with a Deeper Understanding, will be achieving within the outcomes for Years 2/4/6.

Children in Year 2/4/6 are expected to deepen their understanding by applying their learning and doing so with some level of independence.  There will be evidence of drawing on knowledge, applying skills and making links to previous learning in the subject and other areas of the curriculum.

Where and when relevant, this distinction will be evident in the tasks, and through Work and Talk Studies.

In addition, this information will be used to link prior and future learning and reflected to adapt and influence further learning opportunities, including those to reflect, revisit and remember.




Extra-curricular Music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.

	Children from Years 3 - 6 are offered the opportunity to take instrumental lessons on a range of musical instruments (flute, violin and keyboard). There is a charge of £5.99 per lesson in accordance with the school charging policy. Lessons are delivered by staff who visit the school on a weekly basis who are employed through Wigan Instrumental Teaching Provision. Money for instrumental lessons is usually collected on a termly basis. There is a close liaison between the visiting staff and the music subject leader to ensure progression, continuity and quality of provision.

There is a school Singing Squad for children in KS2 who rehearse weekly for a variety of performances both in school, the local community and for regional events e.g. WOWS Music Festival, Young Voices Concert and concerts within the community. The Singing Squad is not chargeable.

The children are always encouraged to take part in musical activities beyond the school environment. Concerts and assemblies are well attended by parents and friends.

St Aidan’s work in partnership with the Wigan Music Service to support extra-curricular music.


Musical Experiences

	Children have the opportunity to partake in several musical experiences throughout the year including singing in assembly, musical performances (e.g. Christmas/Easter services). Children also have the opportunity to take part in annual events such as Young Voices and the WOWs Music Festival. These events are usually free but parents may be asked to contribute towards transport costs where necessary.


Future Development

	· Staff would like additional training in music, particularly in improvising and composing music including accessing support from the feeder high school.
· During talk studies, children have expressed a desire to learn a wider range of instruments. This will be considered for curriculum lessons in the future. 
· Opportunities for children engaging in additional music lessons to perform their skills to their class/school at the end of the school year.

· Opportunities for children to attend live musical performances will be sought.


Further information

	Wigan Music Service


___________________________________________________________________
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