WOMEN OF DESTINY
Saturday, May 2, 2026

The Power of Little: Preparation in the Pasture
(1 Samuel 16 & 17 NIV)

6 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since | have rejected
him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; | am sending you
to Jesse of Bethlehem. | have chosen one of his sons to be king.”

2But Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’
3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me
the one | indicate.”

4Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the
town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”

>Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; | have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate
yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his
sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

®When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed
stands here before the Lord.”

"But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for |
have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look
at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said,
“The Lord has not chosen this one either.” ® Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but
Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 1° Jesse had seven of his sons pass
before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” '' So he
asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”

12S0 he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a
fine appearance and handsome features.

Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”

13S0 Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers,
and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel
then went to Ramah.
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l. Little doesn’t mean least or less than

d.

1 Samuel 16:10-11:'° Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel,
but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” ' So he asked
Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,”
Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him;
we will not sit down until he arrives.

1 Corinthians 1:26-29: %6 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were
when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human
standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth.
27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 22 God chose
the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things
that are not—to nullify the things that are, 2° so that no one may boast
before him. [Note: many times God doesn’t call the qualified, but
rather He qualifies the called!]

Zechariah 4:6 and 8-10a: ¢ So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord
to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the
Lord Almighty. 8 Then the word of the Lord came to me: ® “The hands of
Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; his hands will also
complete it. Then you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent me to
you.'®“Who dares despise the day of small things (beginnings).

Deuteronomy 7:7-9: " The Lord did not set his affection on you and
choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for
you were the fewest of all peoples. 8But it was because

the Lord loved you and kept the oath he swore to your ancestors that
he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the
land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. ®Know
therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping
his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him
and keep his commandments.

Il. Little does not mean less value or insignificant

d.

1 Samuel 17:28-29: 22When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him
speaking with the men, he burned with anger at him and asked, “Why
have you come down here? And with whom did you leave those few
sheep in the wilderness? | know how conceited you are and how



wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle.” ° “Now
what have | done?” said David. “Can’t | even speak?”

1 Samuel 17:33-37: 33Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against
this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been
a warrior from his youth.” 34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has
been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and
carried off a sheep from the flock, 3> | went after it, struck it and rescued
the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, | seized it by its hair,
struck it and killed it. 3¢ Your servant has killed both the lion and the
bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he
has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The Lord who rescued me
from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from
the hand of this Philistine.”...

Luke 16:10: Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted
with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be
dishonest with much.

Il Little does not mean less power or powerless

d.

1 Samuel 17:41-50: 4"Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in
front of him, kept coming closer to David. 2 He looked David over and
saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and
handsome, and he despised him. #3He said to David, “Am | a dog, that
you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his
gods. * “Come here,” he said, “and I'll give your flesh to the birds and
the wild animals!”#> David said to the Philistine, “You come against me
with sword and spear and javelin, but | come against you in the name of
the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have
defied. %6 This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike
you down and cut off your head. This very day | will give the carcasses
of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole
world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here
will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the
battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.”

48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward
the battle line to meet him. #° Reaching into his bag and taking out a
stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone
sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. >° So David
triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword
in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him. [By God’s
power, David took the giant out with a rock and a rag!]



b. Matthew 17:19-20: '® Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and
asked, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 2°He replied, “Because you have
so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard
seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will
move. Nothing will be impossible for you.

¢. Isaiah 60:22: The least of you will become a thousand, the smallest a
mighty nation. | am the Lord; in its time | will do this swiftly.

d. 1 John 4:4: You, dear children, are from God and have overcome
them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in
the world.

Little becomes much when we place it in the Master’s Hands.

Other Scripture references; 1 Corinthians 5:6, Galatians 5:9; Song of Solomon 2:15; 2
Kings 4:2-7; Matthew 14:13-20; Mark 6:35-44; Luke 9:12-17; John 6:1-13; Judges 6 and 7



