Dear Blessed Sacrament Parishioners,

Earlier this year, in February 2025, the Erie Catholic School System announced the difficult decision to close Blessed Sacrament School. That news was understandably met with sadness, as generations of families have cherished the role our parish school played in forming young people in faith and knowledge.

Today, I am grateful to share hopeful news about the future of Catholic education on our campus. Through thoughtful discussion and collaborative planning with President Kevin Smith of the Villa Maria Cathedral Preparatory Catholic School System (VMCPCSS), Mother Teresa Academy (MTA) is planning to relocate to the Blessed Sacrament campus beginning with the 2026–2027 academic year. This transition reflects our shared commitment to ensuring that Catholic education continues to thrive in our parish and across Northwestern Pennsylvania.

Mother Teresa Academy, a fully philanthropic, mission-driven school, has long blended the rich tradition of Catholic education with innovative, research-based practices to provide a high-quality, values-driven K–8 experience. Its mission remains steadfast: to ensure that every family in the City of Erie has access to an excellent Catholic education, regardless of financial circumstances. MTA has seen remarkable success and impact on families. As the school envisioned growing to serve more students, our Blessed Sacrament campus emerged as the ideal setting for furthering its mission of forming students in spirit, mind, and body. 

I am deeply grateful to President Kevin Smith and his leadership team for working closely with me and our parish council throughout this process. Their vision and dedication have been instrumental in making this opportunity possible.

We will host gatherings with Blessed Sacrament parishioners to discuss this transition. These meetings will provide time to ask questions and discuss this exciting future together. Our first meeting will be hosted at in our church on December XX at [time]. We look forward to sharing more details and hearing your thoughts.

Thank you for your continued support of Catholic education and for welcoming Mother Teresa Academy into the Blessed Sacrament community. With God’s grace, we look forward to walking this journey together and to the many blessings that lie ahead.

In Christ,


 Fr. Philip Pinczewski 
Pastor, Blessed Sacrament Parish

