
 

 

 
 

October 19, 2026 
 
 

Dear Monsignor, Father and Deacon: 
 
 I write to you clarifying a recent development: the establishment of Corpus Christi 
Academy, a classical liberal arts school, by private citizens in Erie County.  This school 
was incorporated with the Pennsylvania Department of State as a nonprofit corporation.   
 
 There is confusion among some that this is another “Catholic school” opening in 
Erie.  I want to be very clear; this is not a Catholic school.  Catholic school status is 
ecclesiastically regulated, not unilaterally assumed by a private organizer.  Canon 803 
prohibits a school from bearing the title “Catholic school” without ecclesiastical consent.  
I have not given that title to Corpus Christi Academy.  The organizer was informed of my 
decision. 
   
 Also, canon 806 confirms the diocesan bishop’s authority and responsibility to 
oversee and regulate Catholic schools within his diocese. 
 
 Please inform your parishioners of this.  You may publish this letter in your 
bulletin and your website. 
   
 Thank you for your attention to this concern. 
 
 With every best wish, I remain 
      
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

      + Lawrence T. Persico 
       

The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, JCL 
Bishop of Erie  

 


