St. Jerome Norwalk
August 17, 2025
20" Sunday of Ordinary Time

Mass Schedule

Weekends Monday - Friday
9:00 AM Mass
Saturday 4:00 PM Confession available after 9 AM Mass

Sunday 8:00 AM &10:00 AM and anytime upon request

(10 AM live streamed) Mass of the Sick (Healing mass) at 6PM
on the last Tuesday of every month

Confessions Wednesday

Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 PM 8:00 AM Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and
benediction

Holy Day of Obligation
Mass of The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
on Friday, August 15th
9AM & 7PM

Outdoor Stations of the Cross open daily from 9-5pm (weather permitting)

Church is open for prayer Monday - Sunday from 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM
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Pastor’s Desk

Beloved brothers and sisters of St. Jerome Church, Norwalk,

Today we hear a challenging passage from the Gospel of Luke, a portion of Luke 12:49-53. It is not
easy reading. Jesus speaks of bringing fire to the earth and of bringing division within families: “Do
you think | came to bring peace on earth? No, | tell you, but division.” Then: “From now on a
household of five will be divided: three against two and two against three.” This is the Word of the
Lord for the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C.

At first glance, these verses can feel jarring. We know Jesus as the Prince of Peace, the One who
teaches us to love even our enemies, to forgive seventy-seven times, to bear one another’s
burdens. And yet here He speaks of fire and division, of setting people at odds even in their closest
relationships. How are we to understand this? And how does it apply to our life here at St. Jerome,
in Norwalk, as a parish that seeks to be a home of welcome and mission?

First, a heartfelt reminder of the context. Jesus speaks to a world where the proclamation of the
Kingdom disrupts the powers of this world. His mission is not to smooth over every political or
personal disagreement, but to reveal truth and to call every person to allegiance—to God the
Father in a radical, uncompromising way. The fire He speaks of is not arson or hatred; it is the Holy
Spirit’s purifying and transformative presence. Fire clarifies, purifies, and gives light. It is a symbol of
mission, zeal, and the cost of discipleship.

Second, the “division” Jesus describes is not a call to sow discord for its own sake, nor a
justification for cruelty. It is a consequence of choosing the Kingdom in a world that often runs on
alternative loyalties: wealth, status, comfort, fear of scandal, or the idols we clutch more tightly
than the truth. When the Gospel confronts us with the demands of love—radical mercy, justice for
the poor, integrity in word and deed—we may find that not everyone is ready to follow or to
change. That is the hurtful, still-sounding note of the Gospel: allegiance to Christ often requires a
clear-eyed judgment about what truly guides our hearts.

With that clarification, what is the good news for us here, as the parish family of St. Jerome?

1) The fire is a gift of vocation: It is the Holy Spirit igniting in us a fervent desire to live the truth of
the Gospel with courage. Jesus wants our hearts to burn not with judgment of others, but with
love that can endure suffering in order to bring about the Kingdom. In our own lives, this means
asking: Where is the Spirit asking me to be more courageous in believing, more generous in serving,
more honest in my relationships? Where is God inviting me to let go of safety and to risk for the
sake of the Gospel?

2) Division calls for discernment, not despair: When we encounter conflict—within families, within
friendships, within communities—let us discern what is at stake. Are we clinging to a personal
preference or to a truth that must be spoken with charity? Are we avoiding confrontation when
truth must be proclaimed for the sake of justice or the protection of the vulnerable? Jesus is
inviting us to a discerning, courageous witness that seeks reconciliation and truth. Sometimes that
witness divides; other times, it invites deeper unity through repentance and mercy.

3) The Gospel is not a call to abandon family bonds but to re-order them around the primacy of
God: In Luke’s Gospel, the point is not to undermine family life but to remind us that ultimate loyalty
must be to the Lord. Family life is a school of charity, forgiveness, and mutual submission, and it
finds its highest form when all members are formed by the grace of Christ. When the Gospel
divides, may it be division that pushes each member toward a more authentic love and fidelity to
God, so that the family can grow in holiness together.



Pastor’s Desk

4) The witness of the parish must be one of truthful compassion: Here at St. Jerome, we are
called not merely to preach to ourselves but to invite others into the heat of the Spirit’s work.
Our mission is to be a community where truth is spoken gently, where mercy heals wounds, and
where the love of Christ is tangible in acts of service, care for the poor, and welcome for the
stranger. If the Gospel brings division, let that division be tempered by the cross: a cross that
reconciles hearts, not simply a cross that separates.

How might this look in practical terms for our life in Norwalk?

In our parish gatherings, let us practice courageous witness with charity. If a belief or behavior
is not in accord with the Gospel, speak the truth in love, not in harshness. And if a brother or
sister struggles, come with patience, listening, and practical support.

In our families, let the Gospel teach us to listen first, to forgive quickly, and to place God at the
center. If tensions arise around faith, let prayer lead the way: asking for the Holy Spirit to
soften hearts and to renew hope.

In service to the broader community, let our fire be a flame of justice: feeding the hungry,
sheltering the weary, defending the voiceless, and inviting others to know the God who is love.
The Church’s mission is not simply to condemn what harms; it is to heal, to build, to proclaim life
in abundance in Christ.

In personal life, let us cultivate discernment through prayer, Scripture, and the teaching of the
Church. Ask: What is the Lord asking of me today? Where is my heart divided? Where do | need
to surrender more fully to His truth and love?

A few practical steps you might take this week:

Spend five minutes daily in discernment prayer before the Blessed Sacrament or a simple
Marian devotion. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal one area where fear or convenience competes
with truth, and one concrete step you can take to align more closely with Christ.

Choose one family or parish relationship that feels tense and offer a gesture of reconciliation
or support. It could be a sincere apology, an offer to listen without defensiveness, or a practical
act of service.

Join or renew a ministry at St. Jerome that embodies the Gospel’s justice and mercy—feeding
the hungry, visiting the sick, mentoring youth, or welcoming newcomers. Let your participation
be a sign of the fire within that purifies and unites.

Reflect on the Gospel reading during Sunday Mass; perhaps write a short line in your notebook:
“Where is the Lord asking me to have courage today?

God bless

Fr. Hygi.



Mass Remembrances
This week we pray for the following..

Weekend of August 16 & 17 20" Sunday in Ordinary Time
In honor of Mike Roberts; Anne Regan; Lynn Regan; Richard Serna;
Franco laleggio; Aurelio Escalante; Florence Mirti; Peter Gordan

Monday, August 18™ Eleanor Stoni
Tuesday, August 19" Mark Durma
Wednesday, August 20" Giovanni Casale
Thursday, August 21 Frank lossa

Friday, August 22" In honor of Kim Kuppenheimer

Weekend of August 23 & 24 21" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mary Sullivan; Anna Vona; Leo & Louise O'Rourke; Patick & Elizabeth
Guilfoyle; Jack Laracca (3" Anniv) and Frank D'Alessandro
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HOW ARE WE DOING?

Week of August 10

In-Pew 52,437
Online - Our Sunday Visitor 52,503
Total Weekly Offertory 54,940

$6,850.00

Budget

MNote: Gifts, aond Annual Offertory are reported ot month end.

One-time credit card donations can be made on our website by visiting
www.osvhub.com/Stjeromenorwalk/giving/funds and click on my Account on top

toolbar. |
If envelopes are your thing, you can drop in the basket, drop off or mail those to

the church office at any time!! Thank you for your support.

ONLINE GIVING

SUPPORTS
ST. JEROME



https://www.osvhub.com/stjeromenorwalk/giving/funds

Faith Formation
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Our Faith Formation Program will begin in early September, and registration is now
open.

This year, we are expanding our growing program from grades 1-7 to grades
kindergarten - eight.

Our children will be formed to be faithful, compassionate, loving children of God in
a meaningful, fun, profound & prayerful program.

Please join us as a volunteer.

We have various roles available and you will be proud of the difference that you
make with the children.

Please see us in the back of Church after the Saturday 4pm and the Sunday 10am
Mass for more details.

o
To makea
difference in
someone s life, you don't
have to be brilliant, rich,
beautiful, or perfect.
You just have

to care.



Most Reverend Frank |. Caggiano, Bishop of Bridgeport will celebrate the Annual Diocesan
Wedding Jubilee Mass on Saturday, October 4th at 11:00 AM at the Cathedral of Saint
Augustine in Bridgeport.

Couples celebrating their 25, 40th, 45th 50th and more years of marriage are eligible to
attend. All couples who are recognized at the Mass will receive a commemorative certificate
in recognition of this important milestone in their married life in addition to pictures with
the Bishop.

Sharon Colihan is coordinating the registration process for the Mass and is awvailable to
answer whatever questions you may have. She can be reached at Sharon.Colihan@dicbpt.org
or (203) 416-1454 and she will provide instructions on how to register.

Celebrating Father Hygi's
30th Priestly Anniversary

Join us for a special lunch honoring Father Hygi's

dedicated service, and contributions to our Parish
Community.

St Jerome Church

August 24, 2025, at
115 AM

Church Hall

Please RSVP by emailing
Cathy at
office@stjeromenorwalk.org
or calling 203-847-5349.




Pastoral Staff

Rev. Hyginus Agu -Administrator
frhyginus@stjeromenorwalk.org

Rev. David Blanchfield -Visiting Priest
Rev. Michael Hoag, SJ -Weekend Assistant

Parish Staff Office@stjeromenorwalk.org 203-
847-5349 Cathy Gallup - Administrative
Assistant Kathy Coyne - Funeral Coordinator
Marie Beaumonte - Bookkeeper

Music Ministry
office@stjeromenorwalk.org
Lori Pearson - Director of Music

Newsletter/Social Media
Communications@stjeromenorwalk.org
Cathy Gallup

Parish Council
Office@stjeromenorwalk.org
Steven Filizzola - Chairperson

Finance Council
office@stjeromenorwalk.org
Bill Sweeney - Chairperson

Sanctuary Candile
May be memorialized for a donation of $25.

Please contact the office several months
prior to the desired week.

How to find us...

Office: office@stjeromenorwalk.org
Elementary Religious Ed:
faithformation@stjeromenorwalk.org
Middle School Faith Formation -
faithformation@stjeromenorwalk.org
Newsletter/Social Media/Website -
communications@stjeromenorwalk.org

203-847-5348
23 Half Mile Road
Norwalk, CT 06851

Mass Times

Weekday — Monday- Friday 9AM
Wednesday 8AM -
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and benediction.
Weekend — Saturday 4pm
Sunday - 8AM & 10 AM
Holy Day of Obligation — 9AM and 7PM

Altar Flowers
May be memorialized for a donation of $75.

Please contact the office several months
before desired weekend.

Religious Education

Faith Formation - Grades K-6
faithformation@stjeromenorwalk.org
Steven Filizzola - Program Director

Confirmation Prep Grades 7 & 8
faithformation@stjeromenorwalk.org

Youth Leadership and Mentorship Program
faithformation@stjeromenorwalk.org
Steven Filizzola - Program Director

All Saints Catholic School
PreK-Gracde8
203-847-3881
www.allsaintsnorwalk.com
139 West Rocks Road Norwalk, CT
Linda Dunn - Principal

OSV - Online Giving
Visit our website
www.stjeromenorwalk.org
and click on the ‘Giving’ tab.




Please support those that support us!!!

228 WEesT Rocks Roap (203) 750-0010 C ll .
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DR. KENNETH PASSERO Buneraltblomes ... coltins.funerat.com
CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIAN William A. Skidd William G. Lahey, Jr.
WWW.PASSEROCHIROPRACTIC.COM William P. Skidd Andrew D. Skidd

GlANT FIREE Plicie-Upp & Dellivery LAUNDRY SERVICE

Giant .Laundrys signature valet pick-up and delivery service is perfect for anyone that

L AU N D RY has dirty laundry but does not want to leave the comfort of their own home.

Weekly, bi-weekly or on-demand plans are available. Let us know your needs and we can
customize a plan to serve you. Senior citizen plans are also available at discounted rates.
Laundry will be picked up from your doorstep and returned within 24 hours - washed, dried
and folded. We also offer dry cleaning! 20 B. minimum order, Expires 6/30/20

giantlaundry.com ﬁ CGIANT
208-85/F1086 - T .= ===

info@giantlaundry.com

Enroll Now for full/part time care
Children ages 6 weeks to 8 years
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Conveniently Located in
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L o . Norwalk, CT
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Theresa Napoli-Troyer is available to tutor Norwal k! CT “\{fg' |+ 8
children in any subject grades 3-12. JL
A St. Jerome parishioner with 203-866-5553 LEaPNING Centep. LLG
over 40 years teaching experience in www.magnerfuneralhome.com e offer Preakfast.Snacks. [ unch.
Catholic, Public, and private schools. Di & Wi
Call 347-219-1761 today to Family Owned & Operated ,lapers ; =
disties ucur child's sbedé : Our goal is to provide a safe &
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_ M Traditional and Cremation © 20? geycegy  Reserve your child's

Services Available spot today!
COMPLETE B RyanstittieCubs@gmail.com

Established in 1912 “_ “L“__l
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Ugi-KIDS Pediatric Urgent Care in Narwalk provides emergency medical care for sports injuries, cuts, and burms.

fnml-rnm:hpﬂc Andersons.Septic




AUTUMN LAKE

HEALTHCARE
2z Nbrwntk
34 MIDROCKS DR, NORWALK, CT 06851

203-842-5700

Short and Long Term Adult Care
24/7 Skilled Nursing Care
State-of-the-Art Pulmonary Care
autumnlakenorwalk.com

m‘“l Serving since 1918

BROS, 203-866-4421
m - www.devinebioheal.com

Propane « Fuel Oil
Heating & Air Conditioning
Sales & Service

supporting the causes

}l -
17 HIGH ST STE 2,
najmulsumra@allstate.com

In our city we're all about the causes
that give something back to the
community we love - which is why I'm
proud to support St. Jerome Church,
Proud to offer Good Hands®
protection 1o our community

GHINGHILLA

ROOFING & RESTORATION, INC.
ROOFING - SIDING
COPPER - FLAT ROOF

203-223-766‘

538 SUTTON DR. STAMFORD, CT. 06902
MILTON718@OPTONLINE.NET

Family Owned & Operated

Catering Available
34 North Ave, Norwalk
(203) 847-3360
Open Mon-Sat

There's Always
Something Cooking
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401 Westport Avenue, Norwalk
203-847-2471 A www.aitoro.com
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West Rocks Shell

640 Main Ave., Norwalk, CT
203-847-2021/203-847-9995

Larry Ancker, Owner

Complete Aufomotive Service
Foreign Car Specialists

ACADEMY
Academic Excellence

urturing Environmen
Fersonalized Learnin 4
&

[ PreK - 8th Grade APPLY TODAY
== Visit CAS! imited Space

u\F(u_'S_i":':l:'vcl.c-rg www.CasCtorg (203)322-6505

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES E
BE YOURSELF.

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

XECUTIVES

BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.

* Paid training » Some travel
* Work-life balance

= Full-Time with benefits

* Serve your community

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Authorized
m- Provider
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RAYMOND.CARE

BECAUSE WE CARE ABOUT THE ONE YOU LDST

-
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SafeStreets

L Nos especializamos en devolver a su familiar a su pais de origen. J

833-287-3502

Complete Funerals
starting at $6,995

Please visit: Raymond.care
for more information
or call: 844 4 BEST FUNERAL

Place Your Ad Here

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Christopher Guldager

cguldager@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6829




