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Saint Gabriel Catholic Church
Pastoral Council
Thursday, February 27, 2025

Attendance:  Father James, Lisa Gorton, John Ambe, Dan Boyce, Clay Bigelow, Stephnie Cochran, Jim Haug, Greg Johnson, Richard Purdy, Tom Tortoriello, Nancy Wilson, Kathy Zehender

Absent: Clay Bigelow, Tony Fox, Greg Johnson

Meeting Venue: In-person, parish office meeting space

Opening Prayer: Father James led the opening prayer.	

November Meeting Minutes -  Approved  

Old Business: 

Graduate and College Age Student Connection 
· Stephanie pulled together a focus group to see where they are at when it comes to their faith journey and what they would like to see from the parish. Stephanie noted that it was an enjoyable conversation.  They are looking for something natural and organic.  
· Council members discussed the following.
· Soon to be graduating high school seniors.
· Soon to be graduating high school seniors. have Father bless them in the same manner he does the birthday blessings.  Request they stand wherever they are seated for the blessing.  Target  Saturday, May 3rd & Sunday, May 4th have 
· Send graduating high school seniors a short message through Instagram from Father James.  This is a natural and organic way of building the connection between the soon to be graduates and the faith community that surrounded them as they grew up.
· Returning College students.	
· Place a “Welcome Back” message in the bulletin that covers Pentecost weekend.
· For elementary age students gift them with a small charm for the backpacks at the August Fellowship Saturday & Sunday.

Children’s Liturgy Status – Lisa Gorton

· Will begin on Sun. March 9 at 11 a.m.
· Twelve (12) adults have volunteered to help, but one is ill and had to step away.  Ten (10) are VIRTUS trained.  I have only included those who actually signed up on the sheets at the Children and Youth Ministry table, not people who said something to me in passing.  
· Will meet now in the meeting room since the commons can get loud with the children.
Cultural Diversity at Pentecost Masses June 7th and  8th
· Fellowship Sunday has been moved to Pentecost Masses June 7th and 8th.
· Parishioners will be encouraged to wear clothing depicting their heritage.
· Parishioners can sign up to recite Prayers of the Faithful in their native/heritage language.
· The prayers will be short.
· Hope to have multiple languages being spoken.
Marian Months – May and October
· Ask groups to pray rosary before they begin (i.e., for Fishermen to gather 30 minutes before they start at 7 p.m. for all who would like to pray the rosary)
· Information in bulletin regarding the blessed mother and on Facebook
· Crowning of Mary first weekend of May
· Procession with the Blessed Mother statue Friday May 30 following the 9 a.m. Mass.
St. Gabriel Feast Day
· St Gabriel the Archangel’s Feast Day will be celebrated the weekend of September 27th and 28th.
· The plan is to incorporate Fellowship Sunday and celebrate the feast day in style.
· Consider live streaming the Mass.
· Look into having T-shirts made and utilize an online source to allow parishioners to pre- order their sizes, choice of color and pre-pay online alleviating the need for the parish staff or other volunteers to worry about collecting payments.
· Should consider forming a small team to plan and organize the celebration.

Strategic Plan Status

· The Strategic Plan has been updated and has been reviewed by Fathe James, he and Nancy will schedule date/time to sit down and discuss what he would like modified.

Administrator Update – Father James: 

Capital Campaign 

· At the time of this meeting February 27th
· The campaign goal = $3 million
· Pledged at the time of this meeting = $2.8 million 
· Year to Date Collected  = $603,966
· Father James will emphasize alms giving during the 40 days of Lent to include the capital campaign.

· Confession Time Changes 
· Year-round Sunday  10am – 11am 
· During Lent Only – Saturday, 10am – 11am
· Year-round Friday – After Morning Mass & Adoration

· Fellowship Saturday  
· It begins after the Saturday 5:30 PM Mass, March 1st.
· Coffee, Tea, and Lemonade, sweet and savory small bites/finger food will be served.  


Lisa Gorton Update:

Liturgical Retreat and Incense Training

· Had a good turn out – around 60 people of the 110 ministers involved.
· Positive feedback and asking to do it again next year.
· Incense training at the end for all ministers involved.
Lenten Plans 
· Ash Wednesday Masses 9 and 7 p.m.
· Fridays of Lent: Prayer Ops
· 9 a.m. Mass
· 9:30-11:45 Exposition and Adoration and the Sacrament of Reconciliation
· 11:45 – Noon – Benediction
· Noon Stations
· 6:30 p.m. stations
· Fasting Op - 7 p.m. Lenten Meal offered by Social Justice/Christian Care Ministries and the KofC
· They have been invited to have members serve as lector for noon and 6:30 p.m. stations.
· March 7 – Richmond Friends Homeless
· March 14 – Migrant
· March 21 – Prison Ministry
· March 28 – Ushers 
· April 4 - Knights
· April 11 - Praying Hands
· Prayer and Almsgiving Ops
· Mission with Deacon Art Miller – March 9-11 6:30 p.m. – Focus on the Jubilee Message of Pilgrims of Hope
· Reconciliation Service – Thurs. April 10 at 7 p.m. 
· RISE Meal preparing – March 15
· Cases of Hope for Prison Ministry also during this time
· Rice bowls
Sacraments Updates
· OCIA - One catechumen for Easter vigil but will also have a candidate for confirmation who will receive.  Four more candidates for full reception are in formation. 
· First communion – we will begin First Communion classes on Monday, March 3rd.  Classes are spread throughout March and April due to three-day weekends, spring break and Easter.  Assessments will be the first Monday in May with First Communion Mass on Saturday, May 31st at 11 am.
· Confirmation classes continue to go well.  Our Confirmation Mass with Bishop Knestout will be on Thursday, June 5th at 7 pm at Church of the Epiphany.  As in the past our Mass is with Good Samaritan, Church of the Epiphany and St. John Neumann, with whom we held our Confirmation Retreat this year.
· Baptisms – seven to date with six happening in March and April. 
New Business: 

· Tony Fox has notified Father James that he is resigning from the Pastoral Council due to job related responsibilities.

Closing Prayer/Blessing – Father James

Next Council Meeting: Thursday, May 22, 2025, Parish Office Meeting Room

Calendar Updates –  Access the full St. Gabriel Monthly Calendar @ https://www.saintgabriel.org/parish-calendar-
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