
October is Pastor Appreciation Month! 
Join us this month as we celebrate and honor Pastor Leah 
and Pastor Susie for their dedicated leadership, spiritual 
guidance, and faithful service to our congregation. We are 
so thankful for the ways they share their faith, give us 
guidance and bring us joy!  

We invite you to shower both of our pastors and their 
families with love and prayer to thank them for all they do 
for our church community! 

Krista Santillana, SPRC Chairperson 
sprc@fumcscr.org

First United Methodist Church - Sartell, MN 56377

Oasis Small Group - Join the Community! 
The women of Oasis meet every Wednesday from 9:30- 
11:00 am to enjoy our current book selection and the 
good company of faithful friends. 

We meet the first and third Wednesdays on Zoom and 
the second and fourth Wednesdays “in person” in the 
church library. We’ve been known to have pot-lucks, 
and recently we had high tea, complete with hats.  

This is a great time to join us because we recently 
started John Phillip Newell’s book: Sacred Earth, Sacred 
Soul: Celtic Wisdom for Reawakening to What Our Souls 
Know and Healing the World. 

If you are interested in joining us, please do! We’d love 
to expand our circle!



Sometimes people outside of our community ask me how 
our church is doing, and the question always catches me off 
guard, and then I remember how grateful I am that it does. I 
don’t know if you know this, but not all churches are 
thriving. In fact, it has become normal for churches to not 
be thriving — to either be caught in the downsizing of rural 
communities, or feel a complete cultural shift from their 
neighbors that they don’t know how to bridge, or have 
focused inwards so long because of infighting or vanity, that 
they are looking at closing. Some of this is part of the normal 
life cycle of any organism or organization. Constant growth 
forever, while an ideal of capitalism, isn’t really based on 
health at all.  

So how, you may ask, after 160 years, is our church still thriving? For sure it is because of the Holy Spirit 
— God gets all the credit! And, it is because people along the way have chosen to listen to the Holy Spirit. 
I don’t believe that churches that are declining and closing have been abandoned by God’s Spirit at all. I 
do know that I have seen how unhealthy communities can start straying from listening to God’s Spirit, 
especially when it makes them uncomfortable, and once we put our comfort ahead of the Holy Spirit, 
we are definitely on the road to decline.  

This past year and a half, as the church has gone through visioning and strategic planning, we have also 
been responding to the ICE crisis last winter that is still impacting our neighbors. We have attended to 
the spiritual needs of congregation members who are grieving, going through health crisis, struggling 
to make it day to day. We have fed a lot of people and we have celebrated a lot of people. We have 
worshiped our God in difficult times and in times when it felt truly joyful. And we have chosen not to 
pretend everything is okay, but rather to face the difficulties of this world together and to plan for joy 
and enjoying God’s creation and one another anyway.  

Our world does not seem to be on a path of light and love at the moment, as wars increase and we keep 
watching all of our resources flowing to the top 1% instead of being shared with the whole world. We 
don’t come to church because everything is right with the world. We come to live in a thriving 
community where we can be real with one another; where we can share in life’s ups and downs; where 
we can bear witness to how God is at work when that’s not always obvious.  

This past year has been a year of immense transition for me and my family, and through it all I have 
laughed a ton with you all; I have cried with you all; I have seen God’s light and love with you all; I have 
had my heart filled with God’s grace and mercy because of you all. Thank you. Thank you for listening 
to God’s voice in your life and being part of this community where we are challenged daily to keep 
listening, keep acting, and keep showing up to be a thriving community. 

Pastor Leah 
lrosso@fumcscr.org 



October 4:  
World Communion Sunday 
“I See You” series, “RESPECT the Stranger” 
Deuteronomy 10: 14-22; Philippians 3:4b-14 
Focus on Strategic Objective:  
“We Stand with Our Neighbors" 

October 11th:  
Thriving in Community 
Exodus 32: 1-14, Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-23 
Focus on Strategic Objective: “Strengthening 
Spiritual Growth & Identity” 

October 18:  
Thriving in Community 
Matthew 22: 15-22 
Focus on Strategic Objective:  
“Building Sustainable Systems” 

October 25th:  
Celebration Sunday! 
All are welcome to come celebrate this church 
community and all the ways God is at work 
through it! Breakfast to follow worship today for 
the whole community.  
Please RSVP here: lovefirstumc.org/brunch 
Matthew 22: 34-46 
Focus on Strategic Objective:  
“In Kinship We Administer Our Shared Spaces and 
Resources” 

Did you miss a Sunday or
would you like to see your favorite sermon again?

We have an archive of videos available: 
lovefirstumc.org/archive



FAMILY FAITH EXPERIENCES LAUNCH! 
We launched our first Family Faith Experience on 
Sunday, Sept 13th!  It was great feeling the energy in 
the room as kids, adults and parents engaged the 
story of Bartimaeus as well as music, art and an 
obstacle course together. We reflected on our big 
idea that God sees each of us and we all belong 
to one another.  

Big thanks to our Children’s Council for dreaming 
and organizing this awesome event. There are 2 
more Family Faith Experiences this Fall! We hope 
to see you there!  

Family Faith Experiences – All ages welcome 
2nd Sundays: October 11th & November 8th   
10:30 – 11:30am in Education Wing 

Right after worship, your family is invited to the Ed Wing for a special Family Faith Experience. 
Together, we’ll explore the monthly Bible story and theme and dive into hands-on art and activities 
designed for all ages. Treats and refreshments provided.  This experience is designed to help your 
family form faith together in a way that's joyful, meaningful, and easy to carry into the week. See you 
there!

Love First Kids & Love First Youth - one QR!



Thanks to all the parents and youth companions who came to our Parent Kick Off night! We’re excited to 
partner alongside you in supporting your youth in their faith journey. 

Our central theme this Fall is centered on the question What does it mean to be human? We will dig deeper 
into what our faith tradition teaches us and what we can learn from one another.  

Youth meet on Wednesday nights at the church (dinner included!). Come as you are and remember to 
invite your peers! 

Here’s a look at our Wednesday night Youth program: 

MIDDLE SCHOOL GROUP 
Grades 6-8 
5:45 – 6:45pm  
In Youth room 

Evening Meal  
6:45pm – 7:15pm 
In Fellowship Hall 

HIGH SCHOOL GROUP 
Grades 9-12 
7:15 – 8:30pm 
In Sr High Room



Calling all 
Queer Folx & 
Allies -  
come hang out 
making s’mores 
and playing 
games Tuesday, 
October 6th  
at 6pm.  
All are 
welcome!

It’s Time for Pancakes (and other good stuff) 

On October 13th the FUMC Men’s Club will once again 
sponsor the World-Famous Pancake Supper from 4:30-7:00 
pm. Tickets are on sale now.  They can be purchased from 
most male members of the church or from the church 
office.  Cost per ticket is $10 for adults. Tickets for youth 
ages 6-12 are $5.00 and are purchased at the door. As 
always, kids under 6 are free. 

We serve buttermilk, buckwheat and this year, gluten free 
pancakes. We will also be serving breakfast sausages from 
Manea’s Meats in Sauk Rapids, along with milk and de-caf 
coffee. 

If you are interested in joining the Men’s Club call Guy Havelka at umm@fumcscr.org, We usually meet 
on the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00pm in Fellowship Hall.



ALL SAINTS 
On November 1st 
we will honor the 
saints. All Saints Sunday 
is an opportunity to give 
thanks for those who 
have gone before. “From the early days of 
Christianity, there is a sense that the 
Church consists of not only all living 
believers, but also all who have gone before 
us. For example, in Hebrews 12 the author 
encourages Christians to remember that a 
"great cloud of witnesses" surrounds us 
encouraging us, cheering us on.” 
(umc.org ) 

We are grounded in the stories and 
memories of individuals who shared 
their lives and faith with us in their time 
among us. We pause, November 1st during 
worship by giving thanks for the saints who 
have gone before us in our worship service 
at 9:30AM. We will read the names of those 
from our congregation who have died this 
past year and also share names and photos 
on a slide show of the many individuals 
whom we each were connected to. We 
encourage you to submit a photo of your 
loved one who died this past year to the 
Church office by Friday October 16th to 
ensure it is displayed.  Digital photos are 
preferred and can be sent to 
lagre@fumcscr.org. If you do not have 
access to e mail, please send a photo to the 
church at 1107 PineCone Rd. S. Sartell, MN 
56377 or drop off at the church office.  
Regardless of medium, all  photos must be 
received on or prior to October 16th. 
Thanks for your partnership in making this 
such a special service celebrating the lives 
of all our saints. 

The Love First Care Team

Big Questions, No Answers 
What do you believe? What do you wonder about?  
And what happens when we’re not sure? 

Big Questions, No Answers is a monthly gathering of 
people who come together to explore the questions of 
faith and belief that don’t have easy answers. In a 
friendly and welcoming environment, we make space 
for differing perspectives, honest questions, and 
thoughtful conversation, extending grace to one 
another as we wrestle with the things that matter most. 

Second Monday of each month • 10:00 AM • Library 

Come curious. Come as you are. Answers are optional.

http://umc.org


Other Community Meal locations & times: 
Place of Hope (511 9th Ave N) serves 7:30am, 
12:30pm and 5:30pm each day. 
Salvation Army (400 Hwy 10 S) serves Monday-
Friday from 11:30am—12:45pm  

Salem Lutheran (90 Riverside Dr SE) serves the 
1st Saturday each month from 11:30am—1pm  

Newman Center (396 1st Ave S) serves the 2nd 
Saturday each month from 11:30am—12:45pm 

Bethlehem Lutheran (4310 CR 137) serves the 4th 
& 5th Saturday each month from 
11:30am-12:45pm 

St. Augustine’s (443 2nd St SE) serves the 3rd 
Sunday each month from noon—1pm.  

St. Mary’s Cathedral (823 1st S S) serves the last 
Sunday each month 4:30-5:30pm



Save the Date for Consecration / Celebration 
Sunday! 
Throughout October there will be people sharing each week 
about one of our strategic objectives and the impact they 
have on people’s lives. You will also receive a mailing 
about the finances of the church and information about 
your giving. Please read your mail! Then, on October 
25th, we’ll gather to celebrate the ways God is calling us to 
give through this community and have a Community 
Breakfast together after worship! Please RSVP here: 
lovefirstumc.org/brunch and if you’re not able to make it, 
fill out your Estimate of Giving Card for 
2027 here: https://onrealm.org/fumcscr/
AddPledge/budgetfund27 

You are part of this Community and You 
are part of what makes this a THRIVING 
COMMUNITY! We hope to see you 
throughout October and especially on 
October 25th!



Make a Plan and Lend a Hand 

The 2026 General Election is coming up on November 3rd, and the Justice & Mercy Team reminds 
everyone to make your voting plan and help others do the same. Here’s a checklist to help you get 
started. Details about all of these topics can be found at mnvotes.gov and vote411.org. You can also call 
1-877-600-VOTE with any questions.  

Make a Plan 
• Register to vote or check your registration 
• Review your sample ballot and research your candidates 
• Learn about options to vote early by mail, early in person, or on Election Day 
• Confirm your voting location 
• If needed, arrange for transportation, ballot delivery, childcare, and other logistics 
• Learn how to track your ballot 

Lend a Hand 
• Help someone else with their plan 
• Answer questions and talk through concerns 
• Learn about accessibility support for voters with disabilities 
• Give rides to other voters 
• If needed, assist someone through the voting process 
• Witness and deliver someone’s mail in ballot

Be A Voter 

In Minnesota we can vote starting 46 days before Election Day November 3rd.  Absentee Voting 
started September 18th.  Absentee voting can be done by mail or in person at the Benton or Sherburne 
County Government Centers and the Stearns County Service Center.  Other locations are city halls in 
St Cloud and Elk River.   To be counted all Absentee Ballots must be received by November 3rd.  You 
can track your mailed ballot at www.sos.mn.gov.   Mail early and track often or deliver it to one of the 
early voting locations.  

In Person Early Voting starts October 16th through November 2nd in the locations listed above.  In Stearns 
County additional sites open for voting on October 27th.  Check the Secretary of State’s website for 
times and locations.  This option allows voters to place their completed ballot into the secure 
tabulation machine for counting on Election Day.  Absentee Ballots are also counted on Election Day.   

Have questions about voting? The Secretary of State’s Office has an Elections Call Center to answer 
them.  Text: 651-217-3862   Call: 1-877-600-VOTE (8683) 

Create your voting plan now.  Be a Voter!

http://mnvotes.gov/
http://vote411.org/
http://www.sos.mn.gov


Why I Give - Melinda Dumais 
My reasons for giving have radically changed over the years. Looking back, my 
faith journey was filled with doubts, trials, and major turning points—the most 
important of which was turning my life back to God. 

One shift transformed how I view stewardship. Today, I see giving not as an 
obligation to support a building or budget, but as a joy and a privilege. It is a 
tangible way to express my gratitude to God for the endless blessings He 
provides.  

John Wesley reminds me of the 2nd rule for a Christlike life: “Do good: Be active in helping others, 
feed the hungry, care for the sick, and do all possible good of every sort to everyone.”  Through my 
giving I am putting LOVE FIRST. 

Our October Communion Offering  
will be received by World Communion Sunday 
Philippians 3:4b-14 reminds us that following Christ means reaching 
toward what lies ahead. On World Communion Sunday, October 4, we 
remember that we do not walk alone. United Methodists join 
Christians around the world at the Communion table, celebrating that 

we are one in Christ across backgrounds, languages, and cultures. Our Special Sunday offering extends 
that connection by supporting scholarships and leadership training for students from 
underrepresented communities. Together, our gifts help equip people to serve Christ and strengthen 
the Church. Join together with us as we celebrate our unity in Christ and consider how our giving can 
help us walk together in ministry.  

Communion Offering QR: Use the drop-down menu to select “Communion”



Sanctuary LED Lighting Project Update 
Our Lead Capital Campaign Project for the replacement of all the ceiling incandescent lighting fixtures 
in the Sanctuary with new energy efficient LED lighting is beginning to see the light at the end of the 
tunnel! On September 09th, we signed the contract for the project with our vendor, Audio Video 
Electronics of Brooklyn Park. We also made our initial down payment on the project at that time. The 
final engineering review is now under way, and once completed, the new LED fixtures and equipment 
will be ordered.   

All current light fixtures in the Sanctuary ceiling will be replaced with new LED fixtures. We will be 
extending the current track lighting to have better overall light coverage in the Sanctuary. The new LED 
fixtures will give the AV Team much better lighting options. The new lighting will better illuminate the 
choir and music areas and will give better overall directional lighting for the Altar area. The system will 
also improve our Sunday Service streaming, which will have images that appear much brighter, sharper, 
and livelier with the better lighting for the cameras.    

One of the biggest impacts the new lights will have is that our electrical consumption will be greatly 
reduced. Currently the lighting system in the Sanctuary has an operational electrical usage rating at 
about 18,000 watts for full system operation. With the installation of our new LED lighting, our full 
system rating will be lowered to 5497 watts. Due to the newer technology and lighting layout, we will 
usually not have the full system operating all at once.  So, we will see a significant drop in our energy 
consumption.  

The final engineering review is expected to be completed soon, and the equipment will be ordered. It is 
anticipated that we will be looking at installation in Mid to Late October. 

LED Wall project, along with our previous replacement of all the other building lights with new LED 
fixtures, and our upcoming Solar installation, continue our efforts to conserve resources and to protect 
Creation. 



Discover First: Two Fall Sessions	  
Part 1: September 27 & Part 2: October 4 OR  
Part 1: November 8 & Part 2: November 22nd 
Membership can mean something different in 
each church. At First United Methodist Church 
of the St. Cloud Region (FUMC), we believe that 
there comes a time when a person’s faith 
journey is strengthened by taking a public vow 
of commitment to a community where you 
want to grow in your faith. This does not mean 
that you have to believe a specific set of beliefs 
or that you have it all figured out. What it does 
mean is that you are willing to share your 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness 
with the community and on behalf of the 
community in the world. In return, we share 
those same things with you! We believe that 
we are stronger together than we are alone.  

Getting to Know the Community:  
No one makes a covenant with a community 
they don't even know! By coming to worship, 
joining a small group, and figuring out places 
you can serve, you will get to know the 
community and decide whether this is the best 
place for you to flourish in your faith. When 
you join First UMC, because we are a 
"Connectional Church" with the wider United 
Methodist Church, you are also joining the 
international United Methodist Church. 

Once you have completed Discover First and 
talked with Pastor Leah, you are welcome to 
join First UMC. Becoming a member means 
reaffirming the vows made at your baptism 
and making a covenant with the church 
community. This is a 
public affirmation of 
faith within the 
worship service itself 
and will be coordinated 
with others who want 
to join.

Sanctuary LED Wall Project Update 
Our Capital Project for the programmable LED 
Wall in the Sanctuary is getting closer to an 
installation date.  Our current projector is at its 
end-of-life. We have been working with  vendor, 
Audio Visual Electronics (AVE) of Brooklyn Park, 
for several years to create a display solution that 
will serve our congregation’s needs. What we have 
developed with AVE is a custom LED Wall display 
called a 4x4 Thor Canvas Series 1.8mm Novastar 16 
cabinet system.   

Back in July, AVE notified Trustees that we could 
take advantage of a special 15% discount available 
for purchasing in warehouse stock equipment 
prior to new tariffs being levied. FUMC saved 
about $9,487 on the purchase.  
We have been notified by AVE that our system is 
ready to be installed. Trustees have signed a 
contract with Faber Electric for the work to pull 
electrical lines, install new circuits, and place 
outlets as the power source for the new LED wall 
display. The new LED Wall display will be installed 
completely within the cutout space currently filled 
with the white screen. There will be no major 
construction necessary for the installation. 

The look in our Sanctuary will be very different 
with the new LED display. The Thor Canvas system 
has 4 rows of 4 LED display cabinets with a 16:9 
Aspect Ratio and 2048 x 1152 screen resolution. 
The displays can be controlled individually or 
grouped. The display screen size of 12’7” x 7’1” will 
be equal to the size of the actual images you now 
see projected onto the white screen. However, the 
dull, difficult to read images washed out by the 
sunlight will be gone, replaced with a spectacularly 
improved new display. Color, clarity, sharpness 
and definition will all be higher quality. 

As the dates for installation approach, we will keep 
everyone informed of the transformation.



United Women in Faith 
Acting boldly, showing up and making a difference! 

Our actions have always spoken as loud as our words. Acts of love. Acts of Faith. Acts of change. For 
more than 150 years, we have been showing up and getting things done. Together we’re making the 
world a better place: locally, globally, fearlessly. Learn more at https://uwfaith.org/. 

Connect with a Circle - become part of a sisterhood in faith! 
❖ Sarah Circle – Meets the third Sunday of the month at 10:30am in the office off the Multipurpose 
Room 
❖ Susanna Wesley Circle – Meets the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm in the Library. 
❖ Fellowship at Drake’s - Meets the third Wednesday of the month at 11:30am at Drake’s Café, 520 1st St 
NE, Sartell. Call Kathy Hulsebus at rsvp@fumcscr.org for reservations. 

UWF Calendar of Events 
October 4 – Susanna Wesley Circle serves coffee hour 
October 5 – Executive Team Meeting, 1:00pm in Library 
October 13– Fall Bake Sale & Men’s Pancake Supper from 4:30-7:00pm 
October 17 – Sarah Circle meets at 10:30am in the office off the Multipurpose Room 
October 21 – Fellowship at Drakes, 11:30am, at Drakes Café in Sartell 
October 27 – Susanna Wesley Circle meets at 7:00pm in Library 

Fall Bake Sale October 13 
Our Fall Bake Sale will be held at the same time as the Men’s Pancake Supper 
on Tuesday, October 13 from 4:30-7:00pm. We are asking everyone to help 
with this important fundraiser by donating baked goods, breads, candies, 
jams, jellies and kitchen crafts for the sale. Be sure to plate and mark your 
items ahead of time. Please bring your donations to the church during the 
day on October 13th. Volunteers are needed to assist with the sale at the 
following times: Set-up 3-4:30, Sales 4:30-7:00 and Clean-up 7-8:00. Contact 
Linda Kotschevar if you can help (uwf@fumcscr.org). If you wish to make a 

cash donation to the sale rather than bake it can be dropped off at the sale or mailed to our Treasurer, 
Jackie Ankenman, at 2608 14th St. S., St. Cloud, MN 56301. Make checks payable to First UWF. 

Special thanks to everyone who helped with the Headwaters/Aurora Sky Area Fall Gathering on 
September 26. We welcomed more than 50 United Women in Faith members from across the northern 
half of the state. We appreciate everyone who pitched in to make the event a success! 

Don’t forget to bring your donations for Community Angels to the church by Sunday, October 11. 
Items needed include new preemie and newborn clothing items (sleepers, onesies, pants, outfits and 
booties). Thank you for your help!



Fall Sunday Morning Adult Class 
Discussion 
Opportunities 
Join us in October 
for  “Delicious 
Debate and 
Discussion” with 
Kathy and Mark 
Jaede following 
worship. 

We will be talking 
about the book “Separation of Church and 
Hate,” by John Fugelsang. A New York Times 
bestseller, It is described as “A Sane Persons guide 
to taking back the Bible from Fundamentalists, 
Fascists, and Flock-Fleecing Frauds.“ It is humorous 
and a very fun read, exploring parts of the Bible 
plus many contemporary issues such as white 
supremacy, feminism, abortion, LGBTQ+, poverty, 
immigration, gun control and more. You can 
purchase the book through Amazon and other 
websites either for a digital or hard copy, and 
probably the library. We plan to read excerpts in 
class so don’t worry if you haven’t read everything. 

Questions? Email: adult.ed@fumcscr.org



Linda Agre, 
Office Administrator 

320.251.0804 ex. 102 
lagre@fumcscr.org 

Todd Rosso,  
Tech & IT Coordinator 
trosso@fumcscr.org

Aaron Carpenter, 
Music Ministry 

320.251.0804 ex. 111 
acarpenter@fumcscr.org 

Korynn Ruch, 
Financial Administrator 

320.251.0804 ex. 103 
kruch@fumcscr.org

Ken Fruth, 
Grounds & Maintenance 

320.251.0804 ex. 110 
custodian@fumcscr.org 

Alan Srock, 
Handbell Director 

asrock@fumcscr.org

Rev. Susie Putzke, 
Connectional Pastor 

320.251.0804 ex. 105 
sputzke@fumcscr.org 

Neddy Yong, 
Family Ministries Coordinator 
320.251.0804 ex. 107 

nyong@fumcscr.org

Rev. Leah Rosso, 
Lead Pastor 

320.251.0804 ex. 104 
lrosso@fumcscr.org 

Office: 
320.251.0804 

fumc@fumcscr.org 
lovefirstumc.org
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