
Ministers: All of Us 
The church of my childhood had a weekly worship bulletin. It 
listed the weekly scripture readings, the congregational prayers, 
the names of musicians and clergy presiding etc… Then there was 
a line that always caught my attention as a child: 

Ministers: All of Us. 

Worship is made of many parts and practices. It includes many 
people. Some visible, some behind the scenes each offering their 
gifts to create something meaningful together. It’s never just one 
voice. It’s a community. 

On May 17, we’ll have a special opportunity to see that truth come alive in a fresh way. Our children and 
youth will lead us in worship: preaching, reading scripture, offering prayers, sharing their many gifts, and 
guiding us through the service. 

This isn’t just a “cute” Sunday (though there will 
surely be joy, energy and cuteness!). It’s a powerful 
reminder that the Spirit speaks through all ages, 
and that ministry truly belongs to all of us. 

Come and experience worship shaped by the 
creativity, honesty, and faith of our young people. 
You may just hear something you didn’t expect, 
and exactly what you needed. 

Pastor Susie 
sputzke@fumcscr.org
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Some young chicks came to visit in 
April for our “All Flourishing is 
Mutual” worship series.



Transitions, transitions! 

It’s May, and there are so many transitions swirling 
around me - it truly feels like a spring thunderstorm!  

As a parent, I’m navigating a graduating child for the 
first time in my life. I always find it remarkable that 
with the first child everything we do with her is a 
learning to us as parents and a learning for her as the 
firstborn. My heart couldn’t be more full in my 
excitement of seeing her get so excited about these 
next steps of going to college, and at the same time, 
I feel a bit panicked that she won’t be with us in the 
same way anymore. Perhaps the biggest lesson I've 
learned as a parent is how to let my heart break in 
order to let my children grow.  

As one of your Pastors, I feel that we too are in the midst of big transition and change. We are trying to 
keep up with the tides of change by deciding whether to adopt solar energy and what benefits it would 
provide for the church and what benefits the church would then be providing the earth.  (See the 
report from Trustees and Finance later in the newsletter.) We have spent the last year in a visioning 
process and now have a strategic plan to begin implementing. We recognize that one of the areas of 
growth in our congregation is to have a healthy and joyful leadership development where people can 
step into leadership with all of the support they need, growing in skills in the ways they want to, and 
living out lay ministry to its fullest! Our strategic plan initiatives give us the opportunity to begin that 
leadership development as people step in to lead the various parts, and I invite you to pray and discern 
whether you want to be part of leading the church in this way.  

It’s all transition! Which makes me think of the end of The Serviceberry book by Robin Wall Kimmerer 
that many of us have been reading and exploring in worship — disruption and transition creates room 
for new growth, for healthy partnerships, for another chance at beautiful interdependency. May it be so 
in the life of our church as the Holy Spirit moves freely, willingly, delightfully to bring love and 

light to all generations. In the beginning of the church, 
at the time of Pentecost, there was immense 
confusion, transition, and a lot of leadership 
development! May this be the time in our church to 
embrace what God is calling us to, to open ourselves 
up to God’s Holy Spirit, and to allow God’s spring 
rains to bring a bounty of growth and fruit! 

Pastor Leah 
lrosso@fumcscr.org 



On May 3rd we will celebrate the confirmation of five young people in 
our church community. Each year (though many of the elements remain 
constant) it is always an absolute joy to see what questions and 
wonderings our youth have as well as their hopes and dreams for the 
future of the church.  After spending several weeks with them, I have 
great confidence as their pastor that all five of these individuals are 
called by God to do fabulous things in the world. In fact, they are 
already doing them in their friend groups, their schools, our church 
and beyond. Confirmation is always such a gift and I have treasured 

getting to know these individuals a bit better. We celebrate with them and their families in 
the confirmation of their baptism vows and 
also their decision to become members 
here at Love First UMC. These youth were 
companioned by some fabulous adult 
mentors that they choose at the beginning 
of confirmation season for guided 
conversations, they learned some core 
principles of the Christian Faith, church 
history and what we celebrate about our 
United Methodist identity. They drew from 
personal experience and Holy Spirit 
moments to explore and explain how they 
see God moving in their lives and in our 
world. They completed a service project in 
fellowship hall around the theme of 
Wesley’s Three Simple Rules: To do Good, 
Do no Harm, and to Stay In Love With God.  

With great Joy we present the 
Confirmation class of 2026 (Left to Right: 
Emily, Gaby, Hazel, Lillian & Colten, along 
with adult helpers Pastor Susie, Amanda 
and Brady).

SAVE THE DATE!
FOR LOVE  FIRST’S   

ECO CAMP     
FOR EXPLORERS OF ALL AGES! 
EVENINGS of Aug 17,18 &19

REGISTER TODAY!



Coming up in worship…

Sunday Worship at 9:30am and  
livestream at www.lovefirstumc.org

Are you interested in learning more about the 
history of Methodism and how it has struggled 
with Racism and White Supremacy? If so, then 
join us after worship as we explore this thru a 
special video and book curriculum after 
church on May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31. We'll be 
learning about slavery and the Jim Crow 
church, the role of women in the church, and 
discussing the contemporary struggle with 
white supremacy.  Join us!

Our final card sale of the season will be 
Sunday, May 3.  Remember, postage may go 
up, but the good deals with the cards stay the 
same.  (Purchase any five and get another 
$2.00 card free.). Everyone enjoys a 
handwritten note now and then; it makes a 
person feel special.  Our notecards are the 
best! 
Drop by and check us out on Sunday, May 3, 
before and after the service!            

- The Card Group

May 3 - Confirmation Sunday 
Psalm 139:7-12 New International Version 

All Flourishing is Mutual - last week 
May 10 - Hope for Creation 
Isaiah 55:10-13 

May 17 - Children, Youth & Graduation Sunday 
1 Samuel 1-10 

May 24 - Pentecost Sunday 
Scripture Reading from Old & New Testaments 
arranged by Doug Porter 

May 31 - Trinity Sunday 

Emily, Nursery Attendant,  
reads a book to a captive audience! 

http://www.lovefirstumc.org


On the 3rd Saturday each month FUMC serves a 
free meal to anyone who stops by.  FUMC serves 
next on May 16th. 

Other Community Meal locations & times: 
Place of Hope (511 9th Ave N) serves 7:30am, 
12:30pm and 5:30pm each day. 
Salvation Army (400 Hwy 10 S) serves Monday-
Friday from 11:30am—12:45pm  
Salem Lutheran (90 Riverside Dr SE) serves the 1st 
Saturday each month from 11:30am—1pm  
Newman Center (396 1st Ave S) serves the 2nd 
Saturday each month from 11:30am—12:45pm 
Bethlehem Lutheran (4310 CR 137) serves the 4th 
& 5th Saturday each month from 11:30am-12:45pm 
St. Augustine’s (443 2nd St SE) serves the 3rd 
Sunday each month from noon—1pm.  
St. Mary’s Cathedral (823 1st S S) serves the last 
Sunday each month 4:30-5:30pm

May greetings! 
The United Methodist  Men's Group hosted the 
April 3rd Saturday Meal. They provided meals for 
130 of our guests. Their  generosity provided 50-70 
additional meals to our neighbors at Place of Hope 
and Lincoln Center. Thank you gentlemen  for  a 
wonderful meal of ham, cheesy has browns, butter 
corn, yeast rolls, brownies and clementines. 

Thank you to all the volunteers: Rick Ellis, Sy 
Schlangen, Mert Hubbard, Chuck Lang, RC 
Grossheider, John Bagaglio, Linda Rollins and Guy 
Havelka coordinating. 

If you're  interested in helping with an upcoming 
3rd Saturday Meal sign up on our website or scan 
the QR Code on the sign up on the Connect table 
just outside the sanctuary.  Thanks again UMM. 
Well done! 

Blessings always,  
Mary Smith, the kitchen fairy

Donation QR



Children & Youth Sunday – May 17 

Our children will play a joyful and important role in 
Children & Youth Sunday on May 17! They will 
help lead various parts of the service and share 
their gifts through music, reminding us that God’s 
Spirit is alive and active in every generation. 

To prepare, we will have practice times after worship 
on: 

• Sunday, April 26  
• Sunday, May 3  
• Sunday, May 10  

We encourage all children who would like to participate 
to join us for these rehearsals. It’s a fun and meaningful 
way to be part of worship leadership! 

We also celebrate a wonderful Intergenerational Earth Day event in April. It was a joy to see children 
working alongside youth and adults, learning about caring for God’s creation and building relationships 
across generations. 

    

After the May 17 service, families are invited to stay for a special celebration marking the end of our 
children’s programming for the semester. It’s a time to reflect, give thanks, and celebrate the growth, 
friendships, and faith that have flourished this year. 

We are so grateful for the energy, curiosity, and spirit our children bring to our church community!



Youth Group April Schedule 
• Sun, May 3 – Confirmation Sunday (9:30am) 
• Wed, May 6 – Youth Group  

(Middle 5:45pm & High 7:15pm) 
• Wed, May 13 – Youth Group End of Year 

Celebration (Combo Night) 
• Sun, May 17 – Children & Youth Sunday 

(9:30am)

On the Wednesday Night of Holy Week church members in 
the building gathered prior to our Holy Wednesday service 

(unplanned) to watch the Artemis II Mission take off on 
their journey around the moon. 

This May, our youth are not just participating, 
they’re leading. On Children & Youth Sunday, 
May 17, our junior and senior high students will 
take on all aspects of leadership in worship. From 
prayers and readings to music and teaching, they 
will guide the congregation through the service 
as an expression of faith in action. 

A special highlight of the day will be Graduation 
Sunday, when we celebrate our three graduating 
seniors. These students will also share the 
message, offering reflections shaped by their 
journeys of faith, growth, and community. It’s a 
powerful moment to witness how the Spirit 
continues to move through each generation. 

Following worship on May 17, everyone is invited 
to a celebration gathering as we honor the 
leadership of our youth and the close of another 
meaningful year of programming. This day marks 
the conclusion of youth ministry activities for the 
semester, and we celebrate all that God has done 
through these young leaders.



Hello walking enthusiasts, 

I am excited to kick off the first walk of 
the year! Below is some information 
regarding how the Fellowship Footsteps 
Walking Club will work this season. 

The club will run from late spring 
through early fall, weather permitting. To 
keep things interesting, we will explore a 
different walking route each month. 
Since I work every other weekend, our 
meetings will take place every other 
Saturday starting May 2nd. If you are 
interested in leading the club on the 
Saturdays I am unavailable, please let me know at the first meet! 

My hope for this club is to foster deeper fellowship and connection within our church while getting 
some exercise. Walking is perfect for beginners, and I encourage everyone to walk for at least 10–15 
minutes every day, not just during our scheduled meets. It is a wonderful opportunity to connect with 
God through nature. 

First Meeting Details: 
  - Date: Saturday, May 2nd 
  - Time: 5:00 p.m. 
  - Location: Sartell Community Center parking 
lot 
  - Route: 3 laps around the lake near the Center  
    (between Sta Fit & Coborns on Pine Cone Rd.) 
  - Attire: Please wear comfortable clothing and 
supportive walking shoes. 

General Tips: 
  - Weather: I will monitor the weather closely. 
If a meet needs to be canceled, I will send an 
email the Friday before. 
  - Listen to your body: Exercise should be 
enjoyable. If you experience any aches or 
pains and need to leave early, please do so. 
  - Hydration: Remember to bring a water 
bottle. 
  - Protection: Wear sunscreen as needed. 

See you on the trails! 

God's blessings, 

Josh



Weekly & Monthly Groups 
More details at  
lovefirstumc.org/adult-ministry 

Caregivers Support Group  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month  

at 7pm via Zoom 
New participants must pre-register at: 

caregivers@fumcscr.org 

Prayer Shawls  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
each month at 5pm in church library 
Contact Sandra scholarships@fumcscr.org 

The Well  
2nd and 4th Mondays 

at 5:30pm church library  

Conversations on Grief  
2nd Sunday each month 
after worship in Ed Wing 
Contact Monica dinner@fumcscr.org 

Bible 365 
Fridays at 10am via Zoom 

The Book of God, W. Wangerin Jr. 
Contact lagre@fumcscr.org 

for reading schedule and Zoom link. 

UM Men’s Group  
2nd Tuesdays at 6pm in fellowship hall 
Questions: umm@fumcscr.org 
May 12 at 6:30pm the men invite everyone 
to a presentation about riding the rails of 
the USA! There will be treats & coffee. 
   

Play Date Meet Ups 
2nd Saturdays at 10am 

Fellowship Hall at Love First 
Questions? Ask Caitlin playdate@fumcscr.org  

Dinner Groups 
Contact Monica to join: dinner@fumcscr.org

Big Questions, No Answers  
2nd Mondays at 10am in church library  
Do you find yourself grappling with deep 
questions about faith, theology, and the nature of 
God? You're not alone. Join a monthly gathering 
of seekers and thinkers as we explore where the 
Spirit is present, especially in the questioning. 
This month, we’re asking: What is darkness? 

Young at Heart (YAH!) On Friday, May 8, 
Young at Heart will meet at 10:00 a.m. for a 
time of fun and games before the potluck meal.  
Please bring an appetizer, hot dish, soup, salad, 
dessert or bread for all to enjoy. Drinks will be 
provided. 

Bring a favorite game (dominos, Uno, Sorry, etc.) 
plus a few stories or jokes.  A couple games of skill 
will also be on the agenda. Come for a good time 
together.  

 This will be our last meeting until September. 
Everyone in the 55+ range is invited to attend.  
Come check us out!

Small Groups at Love First

THANK YOU for your amazing generosity during the 
Love Our Neighbors/Helping Hands food and funds 
drive in March! In addition to the overflowing cartful 
of food donated, we raised $1227 in Communion 
offerings for MN FoodShare, and $5030 which will go 
to Fe y Justicia and FAHAN.  

- Justice & Mercy

mailto:lagre@fumcscr.org
mailto:dinner@fumcscr.org


May Communion Offering will be 
received by Love Offering 
Each year, churches in the Minnesota 
Annual Conference take a Love Offering for 
missions in conjunction with our Annual 
Conference Session. The 2026 Annual 
Conference will take place June 16-18, 
2026 at the River's Edge Convention Center 
in St. Cloud, with a theme of “Created to 
Serve Joyfully,”   

Our Love Offering is not simply charity, but 
a shared ministry, a way of joining God’s 
work in the world. Bishop Lanette 
Plambeck invites congregations to pray 
about and participate in the Love Offering. 
She shares, "This offering is more than a 
tradition. It is a tangible expression of our 
connectional life and our shared 
commitment to Christ’s mission. When we 
give, we participate in ministry that reaches 
far beyond what any one congregation 
could do alone." 

Your donations to the 2025 Love Offering 
totaled $89,489.88!  How much can we 
raise this year?  

This year’s Love Offering will go to:  

• Midwest Mission (30%)  
• Love Boldly Mental Health 

Ministries Grant for Minnesota 
Conference Churches (20%)  

• Endowment for Ministerial 
Education (20%)  

• Minnesota Conference's Emergency 
Response Fund (20%)  

• Volunteers in Mission (VIM) 
Scholarships (10%) 

Communion Offering QR: 
Use the drop-down menu to select  
“Communion”

Meet the Swenson Family - Why we choose to give. 
Steven, Carrie, Emily, Abigail, and Walter 

Before Carrie joined the finance team, our family didn’t 
fully realize how deeply our church depends on the 
generosity of its congregation. First United does not 
receive funding from a higher conference—every dollar 
that supports its mission comes from members like us. 
We choose to give because First United is more than a 
place of worship. It’s a community where we grow in 
faith, where our children are nurtured through the 
youth program, and where people in need find support 
and care. 

Our giving helps ensure that this welcoming, 
supportive community continues for our family and 
for others.

https://www.midwestmission.org/
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/love-boldly-mental-health-ministry-grant-19644928
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/love-boldly-mental-health-ministry-grant-19644928
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/love-boldly-mental-health-ministry-grant-19644928
https://www.endowftecc.org/
https://www.endowftecc.org/
https://umvim.org/
https://umvim.org/




Solar Energy:  
What would it mean for our church?  

On April 12th, Martin Petrovskis from All Energy Solar gave a presentation to the church after worship. 
All Energy Solar is the fourth company that the Trustees have explored when it comes to solar energy, 
and they are recommending we move forward on the project. If you’d like to see Martin’s presentation, 
you can find a video of it here:  https://www.lovefirstumc.org/solar 

On May 17, 2026, we will gather as a church community in the Sanctuary after worship and take a vote 
on whether to pursue solar energy with the proposal from All Energy Solar. The Trustees, Finance, and 
Ad Council all recommend the 2nd proposal (middle option) that was presented that day. Here is some 
information from the Trustees and a sub-committee that was formed by Finance and Trustees to look 
at the financing options:  

In keeping with the importance our church places on environmental stewardship, the Trustees have 
been exploring ways to meet our electricity needs in an environmentally friendly and fiscally 
responsible way.  We have partnered with All Energy Solar to develop a plan for a 90 kW rooftop solar 
installation that would meet those goals.  In the short term, the federal government will reimburse us 
40% of the cost of the project.  Going forward, Xcel will credit us for the electricity we produce and pay 
us additionally for electricity produced beyond our needs.  An email will be coming to you with links to 
both the written proposal and the All Energy Solar presentation.  We welcome your input and 
questions, either directly or sent to trustees@fumcscr.org.   

Your voice matters. Please come on May 17th. 	 	  

~Dan Fark, Trustee 

Solar is Good! from a sub-committee of the Finance Team 

As a church community we have been carefully considering the possibly of installing a solar electric 
generating system for our church.  The primary benefit is that we would be able to generate our own 
electricity in an environmentally responsible manner.  We also have discovered that a solar electric 
system would be a good long-term financial investment for our church.   Over time the system would 
provide considerable cost savings on our electric bill.  To realize the environmental and cost savings an 
initial investment will be required. As with all investments, there will be an upfront cost associated with 
installing solar panels but, over time that investment will be repaid through a combination of lower 
electricity bills and energy sold back to Xcel. 

Here is a summary of the investment plan that we recommend.  There are three primary components 
to the financial plan; an initial investment, a government rebate, and electric utility savings and 
buyback.  To install the solar system on the roof of the church will require a payment of approximately 
$250,000 paid in increments during installation.  To pay for this, we have a generous offer from a



member who will loan this amount.  Within the first 12 months of operation, we will receive a Federal 
Tax payment of approximately $100,000 which will be used to reduce the amount borrowed from 
$250,000 to $150,000.   As the system begins to operate it will offset approximately $12,000 in utility 
expenses per year.  Also, we expect to generate more electricity than we use. This addition electricity 
will be sold to Excel Energy which will also help us repay our initial loan.  As electricity rates rise, we 
anticipate that our savings will also grow over time.  The savings generated, along with the sale of 
excess energy to Xcel, will be used to pay back the loan.  

A solar electricity generating system is a new and exciting 
step forward for our community.  Some of you have 
indicated that you would like to support this project 
financially.  We recommend it as an excellent long-term 
investment in the financial health of the church.  As such, 
there will be an opportunity for those who would like to 
contribute financially to this effort to do so.  

Pastor Leah invited us to study the financial 
feasibility of a solar project for our church and 
the best method to finance it.  The four of us are 
confident that a solar electric project is a good 
long-term investment for our church.  It also is an 
investment that has a significant and important 
environmental impact.  We recommend that this 
project be approved. 

Carrie Swenson, Finance Chairperson 
Dan Fark, Trustees 
Nick Haverhals, Finance 
Rick Ellis

Price Breakdown

Turnkey Price $260,000

*Direct Pay Federal Tax Credit     
(30% +10% domestic content bonus) - $100,000

25-Year Xcel PV Credit Savings - $69,199

Balance to Offset $90,801after Tax Credits and Utility Incentives

*Excludes roofing

Your Solar for Purchase Option

System Type # of 
Panels

Panels Inverter System Size                   
(W DC)

Ballast & Pitched 
Roof Mount

154 Silfab 580 SolarEdge 89,320

Proposal for: First United Methodist Church Prepared by: Martin Petrovskis
1107 Pine Cone Road S, Sartell, MN 56377 (612) 760-7344; Martin.petrovskis@allenergysolar.com
(320) 267-9351; Confidential, Prepared for Internal Review Proposal pricing valid until 4/3/26

System Features

30 Year Panel Warranty Included

12/25 Year Inverter/Optimizer Warranty Included

5 Year Installation Warranty Included

Online Monitoring Included

Grid-Tied Included
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40,220 Trees planted

Solar energy avoids pollution that is created by traditional energy sources such as coal and nuclear plants.  While in use, your solar 
energy will create absolutely no harmful emissions or waste. 

             Using average emissions factors, over the next 25 years your solar energy will help to avoid 

           This is equivalent to ...

330 Passenger vehicles taken 
off the road for a year

176,842 Gallons of gas 
consumed

41,063 Incandescent light bulbs 
changed to CFLs

80 Garbage trucks of waste recycled 
instead of sent to the landfill

1,684,845 Pounds of coal burned

1,569 metric tons of CO2

Your Environmental Benefits of Going Solar



2026-2027 College Scholarships for FUMC Members  
DEADLINES are May 15 
College students who are or have been actively involved in First United Methodist Church are 
encouraged to apply for a scholarship to aid with college costs. Qualified students can apply for either 
or both the Stevenson or Cater scholarships online using the same application form. Previous 
recipients are eligible to reapply. 

-- The Stevenson Scholarship will be awarded to an undergraduate college student who is a 
member of First United Methodist Church of the St. Cloud Region. Students entering college in fall 
2026 are eligible for this scholarship. Expected awards: 2 scholarships of $600. 
Application deadline is May 15. 
	  
-- Cater Scholarships will be awarded to college students (sophomore in fall 2026 through 
graduate study) who are members of a United Methodist congregation in Minnesota. 
Expected awards:  2-4 scholarships of $1,500 each. 
Application deadline is May 15. 

Your application will include writing about how you expect to serve God and your neighbor 
through the career path for which your college education will prepare you. The committee also 
requires a transcript of your latest year’s work in high school or college plus two letters of 
recommendation. Details are on the application form. 

Application forms may be obtained from the FUMC website at https://lovefirstumc.org/scholarships 

-- The Grannis Memorial Scholarships will be  
awarded to students who are entering or currently  
attending a seminary with plans to work in a United 
Methodist ministry. Applicants must have a 
Minnesota connection through church, family, or a 
Minnesota institution or organization in which the 
applicants are or have been involved. Expected 
awards:  2 scholarships of $1,500 each. 
Application deadline is May 15. 

Application forms for the Grannis Memorial  
Scholarship may be obtained from the 
Minnesota Annual Conference website at  
https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/
GMScholarshipApplication  

If you have questions, please contact  
Sandra Q. Williams, Scholarship Chair,  
at scholarships@fumcscr.org.

https://lovefirstumc.org/scholarships
https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/GMScholarshipApplication
https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/GMScholarshipApplication


United Women in Faith 
Acting boldly, showing up and making a difference! 

Our Action: Bold action, like faith, takes courage. Our bravery is inspired by God’s love and our 
powerful commitment to improve the lives of women, children and youth. United Women in Faith 
works for justice through compassionate service and advocacy to change unfair policies and systems 
that harm women, children and youth—from racial and gender injustice to economic inequality, climate 
issues and more. 

Connect with a Circle - become part of a sisterhood in faith! 
❖ Sarah Circle – Meets the second Tuesday of the month at 1:30pm in the Library. 
❖ Susanna Wesley Circle – Meets the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm in the Library. 
❖ Fellowship at Drake’s - Meets the third Wednesday of the month at 11:30am at Drake’s Café, 
520 1st St NE, Sartell. Reservations this month should be given to the church office 320-251-0804, by 
noon on Tuesday, May 19. We will meet through the summer as long as everyone wants. It is a time to 
connect with people we miss seeing at church who live at Country Manor and Waterford. 

UWFaith Calendar of Events 
May 3 - Susanna Wesley Circle serves Fellowship 
May 4 - Executive Team Meeting at 1:00pm in the Library 
May 12 – Sarah Circle meets at 1:30 in the Library. 
May 20 - Fellowship at Drakes meets at 11:30am at Drakes Café, 520 1st St. NE, Sartell. Call the church. 
Susanna Wesley Circle’s May dinner out location and time TBD. 

$ What United Women in Faith Funds $ 
United Woman in Faith is a global organization whose mission is to support women, 
children and youth at home and around the world. We are trusted with pledges and 
donations from individual members as well as from mission partners and 
anonymous donors who are dedicated to mission. 

Our national office in New York is committed to careful stewardship of this generous 
support. UW Faith gives to partner churches plus ecumenical and grassroots 
projects through a granting process overseen by a member-chosen, 25-member 

Board of Directors composed of United Women in Faith members. Here is what our money funds: 

❖ National Mission Institutions (NMIs) - We support nearly 90 NMIs across the United States 
serving the needs of marginalized and vulnerable communities. Emma Norton Services is a NMI 
right here in Minnesota! 
❖ Regional Missionaries - Focusing on issues of health, gender equality, and elimination of violence 
among women, and support for the uprooted and marginalized. 
❖ Grants and Scholarships - In 2024 we awarded grants and scholarships totaling $4,084,488! 
❖ Service and Advocacy - This includes work on peace and justice, education, the rights of children, 
human rights, and farm workers’ Also, our work in partnership with coalitions on many justice 
issues extends its reach. We host leadership training on our social justice priorities. Also, we have 
a program for consecrating deaconesses and home missioners to a lifetime of service! 

Learn more about UWFaith by visiting our website at www.uwfaith.org



Linda Agre, 
Office Administrator 

320.251.0804 ex. 102 
lagre@fumcscr.org 

Rev. Susie Putzke, 
Connectional Pastor 

320.251.0804 ex. 105 
sputzke@fumcscr.org

Aaron Carpenter, 
Music Ministry 

320.251.0804 ex. 111 
acarpenter@fumcscr.org 

Rev. Leah Rosso, 
Lead Pastor 

320.251.0804 ex. 104 
lrosso@fumcscr.org

Ken Fruth, 
Grounds & Maintenance 

320.251.0804 ex. 110 
custodian@fumcscr.org 

Korynn Ruch, 
Financial Administrator 

320.251.0804 ex. 103 
kruch@fumcscr.org

Amanda Hodge, 
Family & Youth Ministry 

320.251.0804 ex. 107 
ahodge@fumcscr.org 

Alan Srock, 
Handbell Director 

asrock@fumcscr.org

Todd Rosso,  
Tech & IT Coordinator 
trosso@fumcscr.org
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The church office is open Monday thru Thursday: 8:30am - 2pm & Friday: 8:30am - noon 
Office Closed Friday, May 8th
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