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18th Sunday of Ordinary Time August 2, 2026- August 8, 2026
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to the U.S. in 2015 and earned a Master of Divinity and an M.A. in Theology
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18th Sunday of Ordinary Time

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Start of the New Fiscal Year, July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027

OFFERTORY COLLECTION INFO
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18th Sunday of Ordinary Time
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In the beginning, Original Justice prevailed
with perfect harmony within ourselves, within
humanity, and between humanity and God. This
original justice was due to the love God had for
humanity. We call this agape love. Agape love is the
all encompassing , self-sacrificing love—think Jesus
on the cross. The “love your enemies” kind of love
that is a choice to wake up every day and put the
wants and needs of those you love before you own.

Lucifer, the Prince of Lies, attacked this love by
telling Adam and Eve that God did not love them if
He would not let them eat the fruit of the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil. Rather than trusting
God, Adam and Eve put themselves before God and
destroyed the original justice.

The consequences were enormous. We now
struggle with concupiscence (the struggle between
spirit and flesh). Sin (the great chasm that separates
humanity from God) is prevalent in the world. and
there is certainly not constant harmony between
spouses. Yet, our souls still yearn to be in
communion.

Love is no longer simple, and the world has
forgotten that true love, agape love, is a choice, not
just a feeling. Lros love, or passionate love, has been
promoted as the “true definition” and although there
is nothing wrong with loving our spouse passionately,
without agape love, eros love can lead us down a
road to lust.
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There are four words that can help us achieve
agape love and these words are so important, they are
included in the wedding vows of every Catholic.

True love is total, faithful, fruitful, and free.

Modern contraception does not allow couples to
give themselves fully to their spouse. Additionally,
couples are always seeking to prevent life. And I
think we can all acknowledge the enormous increase
in infidelity with the Sexual Revolution and the dawn
of the Birth Control pill in the ‘60s. Lastly, without
the practice of self-restraint, we must ask ourselves if
intimacy with our spouse is freely out of love or
instead a physical or psychological addiction to
intimacy.

The Catechism teaches that in order for intimacy
within a marriage to be considered part of the Holy
Sacrament of Marriage it must 1) strengthen the
relationship between spouses, and 2) be open to life.
God asks us to be open to life— should it be his plan
for our marriage. But certainly, there are times when
having a child seems irresponsible for financial,
health, or mental reasons. NFP allows couples to be
open to life while also being responsible parents.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS

Catholics should have as many
children as possible.

Every intimate moment should
be an attempt to create life.
Infertility nullifies the Sacrament
of Marriage.

Abstaining is the same as
rejecting your spouse’s fertility.

God designed women to have an infertile, a fertile,
and a second infertile phase all within one reproductive
cycle. With NFP, couples learn to track the wife’s cycle.
The couple will target fertile periods in order to achieve
a pregnancy or abstain to avoid a pregnancy, depending
on their desire. Society will say abstaining during a
woman'’s fertile period is rejecting her fertility. After all,
if the two main love interests in the movies nowadays
haven’t been intimate before the end of the movie...is it
even love? BUT there are so many people in life we
will never be intimate with, and that doesn’t mean we
don’t love them. It means we find different ways to
express our love, and that’s exactly what happens
during times of abstinence.

NFP allows us to grow in virtue and to practice
agape love. For when we are in full communion with
our spouse and with God, we become a living
embodiment of the Holy Trinity here on Earth!

DID YOU RNOW?

NFP couples are 58% less
likely to divorce (Fehring
and Manhart, 2020)

N
Want to learnmore about
Theology of the Body or
Natural Family Planning?

€3 COLE ORG/NATURAL-FAUILY-PLANNING
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-NFP Coordinator for the

Diocese of Lexington
-Billings Ovulation Instructor
-NFP practitioner for 11 years
-Wife, and mother of 5

CONTACT
Email: Torey AnneBums@gmail.com
Website: picktime.com/BillingsWithTorey

Birth control can 5 BN conirol is a e oo Restorative Reproductive Health
be taken if the owever : : : bandaid treatment : : : o treats the woman as a whole to
main reason is a R fht - get to the root of underlying

valid health

treatment.

fertility

conditions and instead masks

symptoms

can have nasty side effects
can have lasting affects on your

doesn’t actual treat underlying

conditions related to
fertility/reproductive issues,

Scan the QR code to
see the list of nearby
NFP-friendly
physicians,
Telehealth
options
available.




18th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Jesus Feeds Five Thousand

with five loaves and two fish

How can we feed In today's Gospel
all these people? reading, the disciples
. see all the hungry

listen to Our Lord and to
be healed. They know
gs that they can't feed them
— E—— all, so they ask Jesus to
send them to the towns to buy food. But Jesus isn't
limited by nature, because He is God. He blesses a bit
of bread and fish and it becomes enough to feed over
five thousand people!

Our Lord was showing us that He will provide for
all our needs if we listen to Him, just like it says in
today's reading from the prophet Isaiah. In this story
He was providing for the people's bodily needs, but He
also provides for our spiritual needs.

In Holy Communion, Jesus gives Him-
self to us for spiritual food. Just like He
could do the miracle of feeding the five
thousand, He works the miracle of
turning bread and wine into His Body
and Blood for us at every Mass. Now
He feeds millions of people all over
the world with Himself!
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Saint Cajetan

August 7

ST. CAJETAN IN THOSE DAYS MANY OF THE
WAS BORN IN PRIESTS AND BISHOPS DID
THE LATE NOT CARE ABOUT GOD OR
1400'S NEAR PEOPLE'S SOULS.,
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WELL IN HIS ©

STUDIES HE

BECAME A
LAWYER.

THIS MADE ST. CAJETAN
SAD. SO HE STUDIED
AND BECAME A PRIEST.

HE BEGAN A HOSPITAL
FOR PEOPLE WITH
INCURABLE DISEASES.
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(| can't fix everything
but | will do what | can.
| will become a priest!

ORDER OF PRIESTS
THAT WOULD CARE
FOR PEOPLE'S SOULS.

ALTHOUGH HE WORKED WITH
DYING PEOPLE, HE WAS MORE
SADDENED BY THE SOULS

WHEN HE GREW

DOCTORS TRIED
TO GET HIM TO
LEEP ON A
SOFT BED BUT

. HE WANTED TO
Let me suffer for * DIE LYING ON

8\ the poor sinners too! . goreDc KE
—_ OUR LORD DYING

Y ON THE CROSS
FOR SINNERS.

SAINT CAEJTAN KNEW THAT PEOPLE WERE GOING TO HELL
BECAUSE THEY DIDN'T CARE ABOUT GOD, SO HE DEDICATED
HIS LIFE TO SAVING SOULS. DO YOU EVER PRAY FOR THE SOULS
OF PEOPLE YOU KNOW WHO HAVE FALLEN AWAY FROM GOD
AND THE FAITH? CAN YOU SAY A HAIL MARY FOR THEM TODAY?

thekidsbulletin@gmail.com

August 2, 2026- August 8, 2026
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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 2nd, 2026

In today's Gospel reading, Jesus turns five
loaves and two fish into enough food for over
5000 people! On top of all that, they

collected baskets full of leftovers.

To find out how many baskets they filled,
colour in only the loaves and fish that are
marked with crosses.

The Transfiguration

August 6th is the Feast of the Transfiguration.
Jesus took Peter, James and John up a mountain
where He had a surprise for them.

How well do you know the story? Sort the pictures by
putting the numbers 1 to 6 in the boxes.

THIS IS MY
— BELOVED SON.
LISTEN TO

Let us make i
three tents- for You,
\ \_ Moses and Eljjah!
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Box 66 - Harrodsburg, K 232 S. College St, Harrodsburg, KY
859-734-5001

KY FARM BUREAU INSURANCE
One Stop Sales and Service Center

Email:

habitatmercer@gmail.com *Home

859-734-5086 christianlifecenterassistant@gmail.com

*Farm
*Life
kyfb.com/mercer
Libby Stocker, Career Agent
Cell/Text 859-613-1042

J# = NAILED IT!!

_.x ~ GENERAL CONTRACTORS
Home Builders & Remodels

Fully Licensed & Insured
New Builds * Renovations * Remodels
*Structural Rectification*
Fire * Flood * Disaster Recovery
859-327-9719 Ext. 1
Making a house your home!
Senior & Military Discounts

www.habitatmercerky.org clcharrodsburg org

“The excitement is building” R A N S D E L L
McGlone

Construction Inc. FUNERAL CHAPEL

Asphalt Paving * Seal Coating
“Paving the Road to Quality Since 1977”
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Fools Gold Farm
Horses Boarded

Have retirement plan questions?
Let's talk.

r 1 Andrew Woerner

FinancialAdvisor

484NCollege St
Harrodsburg, KY 40330
859-734-0451

EJB-19325-A-E-DA-3 AECSPAD edwardjones.com
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FISTER SERVICES
859-325-0494 859-613-3119

Pastoral Council
Adam Hopkins, Chair

Andrew Woerner, Co-Chair
Tammy Gilkison, Secretary

4

% Full Board or Pasture
Deb Grimaldi *859-583-4267*
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