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Upper School brings learning to life through place-based learning

How does urban development affect animal populations?
Why are some neighborhoods more polluted than others? Why
do dialects vary, and how are they an expression of identity?
How can I make my community stronger? At Pioneer Springs
Upper School students (grades 6-12) use our campus and
local community to explore compelling questions such as
these–and to make connections between local trends and
global patterns. The community is our classroom, and learning
about local human-nature interaction, culture, and history,
serves as the foundation for academics including science,
social studies, math and ELA. Using the community as the
classroom is known as place-based teaching and learning,
and is an approach to education that has been shown to
support academic success, civic responsibility, and
leadership in students. What stories do you see in your own
community, and how do they connect to broader trends?
What kinds of place-based teaching and learning would you
like your student to explore?
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Hoop greenhouse construction is underway

Shannon O’Connor’s high school
Ecology students performing a
campus bird population survey

Exciting things are happening behind the high school complex this summer–construction of a hoop
greenhouse is underway! When complete the greenhouse will house an aquaponics lab, and space for
starting seedlings.  The greenhouse will be used by high school horticulture and natural science students
to cultivate plants for our campus garden, as well as for student-run plant sales. Students who work in the
greenhouse will learn about aquaponics, traditional methods for cultivating plants, as well as about the
economics of horticulture.  

Mr. Chris and Mr. John attaching cross-braces to the greenhouse

http://instagram.com/pioneersprings
http://facebook.com/pioneersprings
http://pioneersprings.org/
https://www.ascd.org/blogs/the-power-of-place-based-education
https://www.pioneersprings.org/board-meeting-minutes1.html
https://www.pioneersprings.org/board-meeting-minutes1.html
https://www.pioneersprings.org/contact-list.html
https://www.pioneersprings.org/contact-list.html
https://www.pioneersprings.org/academic--events-calendar.html
https://www.pioneersprings.org/academic--events-calendar.html
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Nestled just to the south of First Ward Park, and across the Blue Line from the Public Market is
Imaginon. Part library, part theater, part digital storytelling innovation center, Imaginon sparks creativity
for visitors 19 and under (and adults, too!). Visit Imaginon this summer to find good books, attend
storytime, create a weekly all-teen news show, see an exhibit, or complete a pre-teen service project.

From the chorus of frogs singing, to lightning bugs, the call of owls, and the swooping of bats,
summer nights are magical! To add even more wonder to your summer nights, try stargazing. All you
need is a patch of open sky, a blanket to lay on and perhaps binoculars or a telescope to view the
heavens in more detail. Simply looking up at the stars and sharing what you notice and wonder can
be awe-inspiring. If stargazing sparks your family’s curiosity, the book A Child’s Introduction to the
Night Sky includes a sky map, information about astronomy, and myths. Teen readers might enjoy the
detailed introduction to stargazing found in National Geographic Backyard Guide to the Night Sky, 
or What We See When We Look in the Stars, a guide to different cultures’ interpretations of
constellations and planets. The next new moon, when the sky is the darkest and stars are their
brightest, is July 5.

Find more ideas for stargazing with children here, and ideas for teens here.

All ages can explore the world of stories and storytelling at Imaginon

Get Outside!: Try stargazing and explore the magic of the night sky

https://www.imaginon.org/
https://cmlibrary.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?locations=IMG
https://www.amazon.com/Childs-Introduction-Night-Sky-Constellations/dp/157912366X/ref=sr_1_6?crid=1FQREYUB8WBVX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.49o6HLNWBd6hNI6toWu87PlptmeW-J0ETmfWFE-3Ycjji2f5r3IxD_3NZCH37SJg37-lzdigLA3NPT14_s2q-ZiADVSWQ79mIo2g7A9ozAP7ckQc1LKHMCc5kAcP5qmYy2yjwV7zPC9K40Wdse2mbszgEFqAtLA15vlwxkRcOyt5jDSQtBSF1wEak_JRpmGIVld6Is_t8ZeLUjDk9lDaPg1nPMTT4ojKgGaaoowNbic.oyZRcCb8z7V8KO_PYNpfeeO347aOwlhzwMXoEw6sFcE&dib_tag=se&keywords=night+sky+for+children&qid=1719250277&sprefix=night+sky+for+children%2Caps%2C134&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/Childs-Introduction-Night-Sky-Constellations/dp/157912366X/ref=sr_1_6?crid=1FQREYUB8WBVX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.49o6HLNWBd6hNI6toWu87PlptmeW-J0ETmfWFE-3Ycjji2f5r3IxD_3NZCH37SJg37-lzdigLA3NPT14_s2q-ZiADVSWQ79mIo2g7A9ozAP7ckQc1LKHMCc5kAcP5qmYy2yjwV7zPC9K40Wdse2mbszgEFqAtLA15vlwxkRcOyt5jDSQtBSF1wEak_JRpmGIVld6Is_t8ZeLUjDk9lDaPg1nPMTT4ojKgGaaoowNbic.oyZRcCb8z7V8KO_PYNpfeeO347aOwlhzwMXoEw6sFcE&dib_tag=se&keywords=night+sky+for+children&qid=1719250277&sprefix=night+sky+for+children%2Caps%2C134&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/National-Geographic-Backyard-Guide-Night/dp/1426220154/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ZZUBQO1L6ZYK&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uDw5tLMYtaiKSl4-bbl7i9HQdrQ1I_GcelwKuciNgfKU8UtnqYoYouD_DHxlH__YP7dXx8IBdlOwfg4KQ1IiLrA-LkvSnjOZHSFZISUa6oW-X-Rsfb8Nh5JLnX0zYyoJmY3tKDphowPirszsC4Fbsup681y0nnz5W9mGts_y3NQ60Y3ILnJny1N2zEa2p9FihtFAzCcpPWM59YVKXbU9sAyidxNOwvpPLI2n9BWWEk4.J04PIOIdmmaJ70Jzupaus91orn2d-RgUZrPH0F79RkU&dib_tag=se&keywords=backyard+guide+to+the+night+sky&qid=1719250358&sprefix=backyard+guide+to+the+ni%2Caps%2C145&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/What-We-See-Stars-Illustrated/dp/0399579532/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2SKGSVI8DG360&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.UEtntEcwkoSFOmYGcGtO1FnjVNuGZ847j9Csx888Ouu1n8bCz29MnSgpNdc4VwzRt_ZzIDsLDhqJ4vWMreIWjcJIQfe9Xf_68kiT_KFs5MtdAylq4Gf8fps3OG_l7cOrbFvbVF1delqDBna03ZTZAqtGmib1qK2zqTyDCbh8FEJrMrlL4CKcglIN84hA5z6Pjoq0nZqaMwJH1QvEkrOv0SOLwfDf6WcveCIpL8Wjnxo.SzmwsjoWbJRuMBdrrC9xSrOd4nJZp_sjMhQcVcxp_uE&dib_tag=se&keywords=what+we+see+in+the+stars&qid=1719250512&sprefix=what+we+see+in+the+stars%2Caps%2C143&sr=8-1
https://www.amnh.org/explore/ology/astronomy/a-kids-guide-to-stargazing
https://tclauset.org/blog/teen-guide-stargazing-astronomy
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Here are some fun puzzles and games to build math fluency and number sense this summer. Once
your family has completed these activities, challenge your student to create games or puzzles of
his/her own!

Elementary–create a sidewalk chalk jumping math maze
Middle School–review angles by playing “Position and Direction”: player 1 is blindfolded and
player 2 calls out angles and steps to direct player 1 around an open area to a destination, then
players switch roles
High School–try this “Factors and Multiples” challenge!

Explore the natural world and the ways in which scientists describe 
the natural world with these outdoor activities:

For elementary school students and beyond:
All you need is a sunny day and some sidewalk chalk, and you can 
make your very own human sundial.

For middle school and high school students:
What lives under a log? Even the smallest spaces are teaming with life! 

Find a fallen log, and carefully roll it away from you (this part is 
important, rolling the log away from you encourages the snakes and 
other critters to move away from you)

Investigate the animals you find. This Critter ID will help you identify the animals you find.  
Why do those animals choose a log as their habitat? How do the animals depend on each other? 
When your investigation is done, move the log back to its original position.

Want more ideas? Check out STEAM Bingo!

Marvelous Math: Games that keep math skills strong

Get outdoors and get into STEM

https://mathgeekmama.com/sidewalk-chalk-jumping-maze-math-challenge/
https://nrich.maths.org/7439
https://rhythmsofplay.com/human-sundial-shadow-science-experiment/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:c7495cb1-b30c-3b35-b23e-ad4b5544276c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14rs00nqrytt5O-yJJNo2zV_S35rje8tZbD7gc4JYUvs/edit?usp=sharing


In the last edition of the Coop Scoop, I shared 
strategies for encouraging your child to read by 
reading together. Another easy way to get your child 
reading this summer is to take advantage of free 
reading resources. One site that we use during the 
school year is Readworks. This website provides a 
variety of resources that are available to you after 
signing up for a free parent account. North Carolina 
has provided a Literacy at Home program that includes 
activities for students by grade level. They have also 
created a summer program that includes 10 weeks of 
activities for Kindergarten-Second grade. Don’t forget about your local library! Many libraries have summer
reading programs that your child can participate in to help motivate them to continue reading.

Looking for resources for teen readers? Check out your local library!
  
Recommended books:
Kindergarten Leave Me Alone! By Vera Brosgol, I Don’t Want to Be a Frog by Dev Petty
First grade There’s an Alligator Under my Bed by Mercer Mayer, Freckle Juice by Judy Blume
Second grade Double Bass Blues by Andrea J. Loney, Once Upon a Cool Motorcycle Dude by Kevin O’Malley
Third grade The World According to Humphrey by Betty Birney, The Marvellers by Dhonielle Clayton
Fourth grade Indian No More by Charlene Willing McManis, The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
Fifth grade Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson, Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan
Middle School Isaiah Dunn Saves the Day by Kelly J. Baptist, Alliana, Girl of Dragons by Julie Abe
High School Just Mercy, Adapted for Young Adults by Bryan Stevenson, Darius the Great is Not OK 
by Adib Khorram
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Writing is wonderful and important because it allows people to connect with one another through
time and space.  

Encourage your child or teen to write a letter or a postcard to a loved one, family member or
friend who is far away. You could use notebook paper, or you could choose beautiful stationary
or a postcard.  
Start a communication journal–it’s a great way to share experiences, thoughts, feelings and
stories now, and will be a wonderful keepsake in the future!

Summer reading resources for elementary students, 
by Tanya Blumenfeld, Third Grade Lead Teacher

Summer letters

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/students-families/parents-corner/literacy-home-digital-childrens-reading-initiative
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGFI-MUlqA/f8C8V0C1BjU9NgaElIIV_A/view?utm_content=DAGFI-MUlqA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.cmlibrary.org/services/teen-services
https://thrivingparents.net/how-to-journal-with-your-child-to/


Our nickname for our Upper School students, "Hellbender", was chosen to call attention
to Hellbenders, an important and endangered salamander species found in the mountains of

North Carolina.  Check out this recent news article to learn more about Hellbenders.

Camp Smiles
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https://www.wfae.org/energy-environment/2024-06-27/n-c-biologists-mount-search-and-rescue-operation-for-americas-largest-salamander-before-dam-removal

