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Homily for the Third Sunday of Easter Year A

A young priest once visited an elderly man who lived alone. For years this man had stopped coming to church. He felt disappointed with life, hurt by people, and distant from God.
The priest sat with him in silence for a while. Then he walked over to the fireplace, took a burning coal from the fire, and placed it alone on the hearth.
As they watched, the single coal slowly lost its glow. The flame faded. The heat disappeared. Soon it became a cold, grey stone. 
The elderly man said, “Father, I understand.  Away from the fire, the coal loses its heat. Away from the Church, away from Christ, I lost my fire too.” The priest smiled gently. “That is all I came to say. Your heart will burn again when you return to the fire.”
This is exactly what happened to the disciples on the road to Emmaus. They walked away from Jerusalem, away from the community, away from hope and their hearts grew cold. But when Jesus walked with them, when He opened the Scriptures, when He broke the Bread, their hearts burned again.

Just like the coal, their fire returned when they came back to the presence of Christ and rejoined the community in Jerusalem. We listen to this Gospel twice during this Easter season: once on Wednesday of the Easter Octave, and again on this Third Sunday of Easter.”

Why did they not recognize Jesus?

Their Eyes Were Spiritually Closed:  Luke says, “their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him. Grief, disappointment, and discouragement can spiritually blind them. Sometimes their hearts were so heavy that even God’s presence felt hidden. The Fathers of the Church often say that a troubled heart becomes a closed eye, unable to perceive the divine presence. And for us, the same truth remains when we are burdened by sorrow or confusion, our hearts too can fail to recognize the Lord who walks with us.

They Were Walking in the Wrong Direction: They were leaving Jerusalem. Theologically, Jerusalem is not just a city, the place of hope, resurrection, and community.  When we walk away from prayer, Church, or faith, we often lose sight of Jesus.

Jesus appeared in a different form:  After the Resurrection, Jesus is the same person, but glorified. Even Mary Magdalene and the apostles did not recognize Him at first. God often comes to us in unexpected ways.

They Expected a Different Messiah: They were waiting for a powerful, political savior. Since Jesus did not match their expectations, they failed to recognize Him, even though He was walking right beside them.

Even though they were ignorant of Jesus, He does not scold them. He walks with them, He listens to their pain, He opens the Scriptures, and He finally reveals Himself in the breaking of the Bread.  At that sacred moment, everything changes, their eyes are opened, their hearts burn again, and the disciples who ran away now run back to Jerusalem.

Today the Risen Lord wants to do it for us. Whenever our faith grows cold, whenever we walk in the wrong direction, whenever we feel confused or discouraged, Jesus comes quietly beside us. He speaks through the Scriptures, He strengthens us in the Eucharist, and He reignites our hearts with His presence.

So today, let us pray for one simple grace: “Lord, open my eyes to see You, open my heart to feel You, and open my life to follow You.”  And may our hearts, like those disciples, burn once again with the fire of the Risen Christ. May God bless all of us. Amen.
