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Homily for Easter
On this holy and blessed night, I wish each of you and your families a very Happy Easter. May the light of the Risen Christ fill your hearts with joy and hope.”

Three men died and found themselves standing before Saint Peter at the gate to heaven. St. Peter said to them, “Before you may enter the gates of heaven you have to tell me what Easter is. 

	The first man said, “Easter is a holiday where we all have a big feast and we’re thankful”. St. Peter said, “NO!” and banished him from heaven.  

	The second man said, “Easter is a holiday where we celebrate Jesus’ birth and give each other presents.”  St. Peter said, “NO!” and banished him from heaven.  

	The third man said, “I know what Easter is.”  St. Peter said, “Ok then, tell me.”  He starts, “Easter is Christian holiday that coincides with the Jewish festival of Passover. Jesus was having Passover feast with his disciples when he was betrayed by Judas, and the Romans arrested him. The Romans hung him on the cross where he died. Then they buried him in a tomb behind a large boulder.”  St. Peter said, “Very good…”  He adds, “Every year the Jews role away the boulder and Jesus comes out. If he sees his shadow, we have six more weeks of winter.

This funny story reminds us that many people misunderstand what Easter truly is. Easter is not about feasts, gifts, bunnies, or clever stories, it is about something far deeper. Easter is the day Christ conquered death and changed the world forever. It calls us to remember that the heart of our faith is the Resurrection, the victory that gives us hope, life, and salvation.”


In the history of the world, many kings have been born and have ruled with power. Many great philosophers have come, teaching wisdom. Many presidents and leaders have governed nations with authority. Every one of them lived, every one of them died, and every one of them remains in the past. But none of them ever said they would rise again. None of them ever promised victory over death.

Only Jesus did.  He fulfilled what he had said.  Just as He promised, On the third day, He rose from the dead. His Resurrection is not a myth, not a legend, not a poetic symbol, it is the foundation of our faith. As St. Paul boldly says, “If Christ has not been raised, our faith is in vain.”

When Jesus rose from the dead, He defeated sin, darkness, and the grave.  He opened heaven for us.  He turned our mourning into joy, our fear into hope, and our death into life.

The heart of our faith is the Resurrection.  Without it, we have no Gospel, no Church, no salvation.  With it, we have everything: hope, life, and the promise of eternal glory.

As we celebrate Easter, let us remember: We are not celebrating a season on a calendar.  We are celebrating the victory of our Savior, the victory that gives meaning to our lives today and opens the gates of heaven for us tomorrow.  Christ is risen!  Alleluia! May the Risen Lord bless and bring peace in our hearts. Amen. 
