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Chapter Officers
President - GILBERT ESPINOZA
• Tech Data Branch Head   
• 732-323-7091
• Gilbert.Espinoza@navy.mil

1st Vice President - GAETAN MANGANO
• Workforce Development Supervision & Educational Outreach
• 732-323-2899
• Gaetan.Mangano@navy.mil

2nd Vice President – SEAN LOFTUS
• Materials Engineering - Future Readiness
• 732-323-1892
• Sean.Loftus@navy.mil

Secretary - FARHAD CHOUDHURY
• IPT Lead, Aerial Refueling
• 732-323-7121
• Farhad.choudhury@navy.mil

Treasurer - LAURA SILVERI
• MK 7 Arresting Gear Branch Head
• 732-323-2997
• Laura.Silveri@navy.mil 2



Chapter Information

Membership
• Regular - 160 (Several 

employee retirements 
offset by an influx of new 
members)

• Emeritus - ALL retired 
NCMA Members

• Honorary - 4

Dues Structure 
• $6.00/bi-weekly (as an 

automated payroll 
allotment)

Meeting Particulars -
• Meeting Cadence:

• Executive Team Meeting 
(held one week prior to 
the monthly luncheon 
meeting)

• Luncheon Meeting held 
once per month (usually 
every second 
Wednesday)

• Typical Attendance:
• Minimum of 30-40 

members

• Meals:
• Typically, buffet style at a 

local restaurant off-base 3



Relevance 
• NCMA Bowl-A-Thon (on base)

• Highly sought after event by the PDG
• March 2020 marked our fourth year that we have offered this Professional Networking event
• This is a unique and rewarding event for Senior Leadership to step away from their offices to casually meet the 

younger workforce without having to leave the base. It has been very beneficial event to meet & greet, and for 
future Mentoring/Coaching opportunities
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Our Chapter supports 
all seven of NAVAIR’s

Affinity Teams by 
either co-sponsoring 
these events as they 
are promoted during 
the year, or we will 

invite these teams to 
serve as Guest 

Speakers during a 
given month

The majority of the 
Lakehurst Chapter 
constituency are 

members of one or 
more Affinity Team



• NCMA Executive Team revised the long-standing membership requirement, which primarily 
considered individuals with appropriate leadership attributes for membership consideration

• The minimum grade that will be considered has been reduced to GS-12 (from GS-13)
• Increased Diversity; Enhanced Innovation Contributions

• NCMA and PDG have created and maintained a pseudo-partnership as it pertains to Career 
Development Mentoring/Coaching, Training, and Leadership Development
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Professional 
Development 
Group (PDG)
Yearly invited 

Guest Speakers at 
NCMA Monthly 

Luncheons
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• NCMA members participated in a Panel and 
Speed Mentoring event with our entry level 
engineers

• Event was designed to provide a forum for 
entry level employees to understand their 
career path options and to network with 
senior colleagues that they normally would 
not have the opportunity of meeting or 
speaking with.

• Provided entry level employees some 
options for finding mentors and discussing 
rotational opportunities
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Technical Discussions
Disseminating Information Across Our Community

6
Month Rotation
Fulfills External 

Rotation 
Requirement

Identify a Fleet Need
 Technical Problem
 Leverage Warfighers 

& Sr. Employees

Build a Diverse Team
Multi

-disciplinary
-competency

-site

NCMA Presentation 18 November 2020

Cross Deck Pendant Wire Rope 
Analysis Tool
(CDP WRAT)
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• High School Students Participating from around New Jersey, 
submitting research papers in STEM fields

• NCMA volunteers evaluated Research papers submitted by over 
75 students

• NCMA Executive Team participated in the Virtual Competition 
watching over 16 pre-recorded video presentations

• NCMA-sponsored plaques were provided to the Top 6 Poster 
Presenters

Symposium
Finalists

POSTER PRESENTERS
Supporting Regional NJ STEM

NCMA Provided & 
Arranged for Virtual 

Guest Speaker 
Charles Homoki
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Support Local STEM
Sea Perch Underwater Robotics

Virtual Competition Cosponsored with Rowan University 
Over 45 Competing Middle & High School Teams

NCMA Provided Judges to Review 
Technical Designs and Lab Notebooks & 

attended Virtual Team Presentations



Support Local Communities
Camp Invention Summer 2020

NCMA Provided 
representatives to sit in 

on the daily morning and 
afternoon Zoom calls with 

students as they used 
their imagination to build 

STEM Projects

4 More Camps 
Slated to be 
Supported 

Summer 2021

Over 197 Underrepresented students 
across 2 counties & 4 elementary schools



Relevance – Community Awareness

Ocean County Military Support Committee (OSMSC)
• Local Business Leaders and Local Government Officials attend these monthly gatherings
• NCMA is an active participant

• After consulting Legal, NCMA was approved to participate
• Farhad Choudhury, Lakehurst Chapter Secretary, has been serving as one of the 

Directors on this Community Committee

Defense Enhancement Coalition (DEC)
• This coalition is comprised of the three services that make up the Joint Base, NJ 

Congressional Staffers, Community Business Leaders, and other interested parties
• The Tri-Service Missions are collectively discussed
• BRAC-related discussions
• NCMA Lakehurst Chapter is on distribution for information sharing (e.g. KC-46 Tanker 

Program)
• NCMA Chapter Members gain community and Joint Base related information
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Strengthen Influence – With Base Leadership
Honorary NCMA Member Commander Walter Reynolds 

• CDR Reynolds was our guest speaker during a virtual March 2021 NCMA 
meeting and actively participated in Q&A session after his brief. He talked 
about Leadership and the career moves that brought him to this base.  

• Two days later, he sat down with Chapter Secretary, Farhad Choudhury, to 
discuss more details about NCMA mission. 
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"Most of us, most of the time, live in blissful ignorance 
of what a small, elite, heroic group of Americans are 
doing for us night and day. As we speak, all over the 
globe, American Sailors, submariners and aviators are 
doing something very dangerous. 'People say, Well, it 
can't be too dangerous because there are no wrecks.'

But the reason we don't have more accidents is that these are superb 
professionals; the fact that they master the dangers does not mean that 
the dangers aren't real. Right now, somewhere around the world, young 
men (and women) are landing … aircraft on … pitching decks … at night! 
You can't pay people to do that: they do it out of love of country, of 
adventure, of the challenge. We all benefit from it, and the very fact that 
we don't have to think about it tells you how superbly they're doing their 
job -- living on the edge of dangers so the rest of us need not think about, 
let alone experience danger”. ~ George Will, ABC 
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March 2021 Guest Speaker & 
Honorary NCMA Member 

Commander Walter  Reynolds 



Highlights Summary 

• Fully embedded with community leaders, county, state and federal legislators and their 
staffers regarding Joint Base issues

• Being asked to serve as a Director on the Military Support Alliance of NJ

• Cosponsored Affinity Team Guest Speakers during virtual meetings

• Maintaining an active posture of influencing today’s leaders at NAWCAD Lakehurst for 
tomorrow’s Navy

• Proactive participant during the ongoing NAVAIR Reorganization
• Leadership (NCMA & Honorary Members) held over six Town Hall meetings to 

better prepare Supervisors with COVID-19 related information 
• Offering Leadership Training
• Enhance PDG Partnership

• Provided 150 sandwiches to the COVID-19 primary care providers at a local hospital 
during the height of the Pandemic
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Local Hospital Receiving the 150 Sandwiches
13 May 2020
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