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Bible Study hour he will give 

a broad presentation on the 

Synod’s ministries. He will 

help us learn what it is that 

Synod does. Chaplain Craig 

Muehler is the Director of 

LCMS Ministry to the Armed 

Forces. He will be serving as 

preacher that Sunday on Ephe-

sians 6:10-17 with the theme 

“Are you ready?” The mission 

committee will provide donuts 

and coffee during the Bible 

Study hour in the FLC for Mr. 

Kremer’s presentation. Follow-

ing the 10:30 service we will 

have a potluck also in the 

FLC. For this Mission Festi-

val, we will take a special 

offering that will go toward 

our financial support for the 

work of the District and Syn-

od. Please use your MISSION 

OFFERING envelope which is a 

white envelope bordered with 

yellow. I pray you will come 

and invite others to join for 

this festival as we celebrate 

our life and work together as 

Synod as fellow citizens of 

the Kingdom of God. 

 
-- 
In Christ, 

 
Pastor Kyle James Fittje 

 

 Immanuel is a member con-
gregation of the Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod. Be-

ing a Synod means that its 

members walk together unit-

ed in doctrine, that is, we 

are united in HOW we con-

fess that Jesus is Lord. 

The Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod has its 

headquarters in Kirkwood, 

MO just outside St. Louis. 

In many ways people think 

of the Synod in much the 

same way they think about 

pastors. We know that they 

are important, but we are 

not entirely sure what they 

do day to day. This is 

where that joke, which 

needs to be taken out back 

and shot, comes from: Pas-

tor, you only work one day 

a week! Yet, Pastors and 

the Synod as an institution 

have many, many irons at 

the fire at the same time. 

 

So that we can have a bet-

ter understanding of what 

the Synod does as a whole 

and the resources it offers 

to its members like Immanu-

el, we will have two spe-

cial guests for this 

month’s Mission Festival on 

October 20th, Frank Kremer 

and Chaplain Craig Muehler. 

Frank Kremer serves as a 

Mission Advocate for the 

LCMS and has family ties to 

Lockwood through the Melvin 

Backs family. During the 

Message from Pastor Fittje 
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Elder of the Month: Steve Allison 
Asst. Elder:            Mike Barber 
 
Altar Guild  
Paraments:    Kayla Lasater & Jennifer Thieman 
Communion:  Kathryn Shaw & Reggie Obert  
Altar Flowers: Linda Thieman 
 
Ushers        
              8:00                                   10:30   
Grant Hedeman   Dan Hawks 
Randy Hayes   Wyatt Hawks 
Mike Theurer   Lucas Eggerman 
Roger Stone   Kyle Caldwell  

 
 
 

 
 Chipper Allen     RCF 
 Dorthy Davis     GSNH 
 Katherine Engelage   GSNH 
 Eloise Haubein    RCF 
 Mildred Link    RCF 
         George Mertz    RCF 
 Bea Roncovitts   RCF 
 Jean Schnelle   RCF 
        Virginia Shorter   RCF 

            Galen Hackney            St. Luke’s         

Thursday, October 3 at 6 
pm is the LWML Meeting 
when election of officers 
for the coming year will be 
held. 
 
 

Please bring your cancelled 
postage stamps and best choice 
labels to the Thursday meeting.   
 
 
 

 

 

GERMAN DINNER  

St. Andrew Lutheran Church in 

Stockton will have a German Dinner Fundraiser 

on Saturday, October 19th from 5:00 – 6:30 

p.m.  On the menu: Bratwurst, Hot German 

Potato Salad, Sauerkraut, Cooked Cabbage, 

Green Beans, German Apple Cake or Cherry 

Chocolate Cake.  Adults - $12.00, Children 5-12 

$5.00, under 5 free.  Proceeds will go toward the 

Youth attending the LCMS National Youth 

Gathering.     

For more information, please call 417-840-1610.  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     (DETAILS ON PAGE 9) 

 

 

 

 

ILS  -  OCTOBERFEST   

October 26 

Chili supper from 5 - 6 pm 

Games and activities during and afterwards 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School News...From the Principal, Mrs. Cindy Miller 
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 Upcoming October Events  
 

22nd &  24th - Parent/Teacher Conferences 
23rd - 31st Red Ribbon Week 
          Theme:  “Life is a Movie, Film Drug Free”  
26th - Octoberfest  - Chili supper 5 - 6 pm  -  activities afterwards 
 

Blue Jay News 
We have completed our NWEA beginning of the year assessments. 
The students worked hard on all of their tests. We are proud of the 
work the students have completed. Students are getting their class 
routines and expectations mastered. We have met with Mrs. Brew-
er about participating in the science far. We are also working with 
Mrs. Brewer to increase our knowledge about science in our 
school. Contact Mrs. Brewer if you have a desire to assist with sci-
ence learning at Immanuel Lutheran. Mrs. Kleeman’s fifth and sixth 
grade class are doing community work projects for our community 
every Friday. They are getting ready to go to the Good Shepherd 
Nursing Home this month. Please contact Mrs. Kleeman if you 
have a project for our fifth and sixth graders. Mrs. Baldwin’s Pre-
kindergarten have begun learning about the letters of the alphabet. 
Kindergarten with Mrs. Merrick, is working on blends and greater 
than and less than. Mrs. Ream’s first and second students are 
learning about symbols in social studies. Mrs. Schnelle and Mrs. 
Fearnow have done a great job making a smooth transition with the 
students. They are working on multi digit subtraction. Mrs. Cun-
ningham’s seventh and eighth grades are working on a research 
reports. All of the teachers are working hard with the students. We 
are looking for substitute teachers. Please contact the school office 
if you are available to substitute here at Immanuel. Pastor Fittje is 
our spiritual leader here at Immanuel Lutheran School and Church. 
We appreciate all of you for making Immanuel Lutheran School a 
success.  

  
 

MISSION STATEMENT:   
The Mission of Immanuel  

Lutheran School is to provide 
a Christian environment so as 

to educate and develop the 
mind, body, and soul of each 

child, enabling them to be  
disciples of Jesus Christ in this 

sinful world.  

 
 

VISION STATEMENT:   
Immanuel Lutheran School is a 

caring and loving Christian learn-
ing community where a high 

standard of academics challeng-
es each student to personal ex-

cellence and by planting and 
nourishing the saving Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, inspires families to 

daily walk with Jesus. 

FACULTY & STAFF FOR    
2024 -  2025 SCHOOL YEAR 

 
Mrs Cindy Miller-Morgan - Principal  
Ms. Donya Moll - Administrative  
          Assistant 
Mrs. Amber Baldwin - PK  
Mrs. Kenadee Merrick - Kindergar-
ten 
Ms. Gunilla Ream - 1st/2nd     
Mrs. Debbie Fearnow - 3rd/4th a.m. 
Mrs. Amy Schnelle - 3rd/4th p.m. & 
 3rd/4th Religion 
Mrs. Michelle Kleeman - 5th/6th & 
  1st/2nd Religion 
Mrs. Natalie Cunningham - 7th/8th 
Rev. Kyle Fittje - 7th/8th Confirma-
tion 
Mrs. Erin Osborne - Music  
Mrs. Rachel Lewandowski - K-8 Art  
Mrs. Peyton Wilkinson 
   Computer Technology 
Mrs. Kristen Fittje - Library 
Mr. Seth Meinzen - PE 
Ms. Robin McCrery- Custodian 

 
SCHOOL BOARD 

Wes Spinks ‘24 
Seth Meinzen ‘25 

Michelle Brewer ‘25 
Erika Black ‘26 

 Jordan White ‘26 

First Quarter 
Chapel OFFERINGS 

Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry 
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    Update on Restored Hope Against Addiction 
 

Classes continue at the Center of RHAA every Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. Attendance is low at this point, 
of anywhere from 3-6 in attendance.  We know that RHAA needs to change in that we may need to also pro-
vide a live-in location as there are not enough beds for people seeking recovery facilities.  Or, another possi-
bility is to partner with a recovery center in Stott City whereby once or twice a week the group in Stott City 
comes to the Center for RHAA for a meal and class.  But then there is the transportation issue.  I plan to 
meet again with the director at the Stott City facility to explore possibilities, as the RHAA Board has already 
met with the director.   There is a lot of planning ahead for us. 
 
In 1998/1999 we began and completed the building of a house for a family in the group that was in the recov-
ery process, had completed RHAA classes, and stayed abstinent.    A family was chosen and they leased the 
house for 4 years and have now purchased the home.   The house was sold to the family for $55,000.  RHAA 
had about $60,000 in the house not including labor and cost of insurance.    I am pleased that this goal of 
building a home was met.  One of the triggers for continued addiction is poverty and being forced to rent 
“houses in bad repair” at the cost of $500-$700 a month in order to obtain housing.  So the recovering addict 
feels hopeless of ever seeing better days.  By the grace of God and by your support, one family now lives 
recovered lives, has their children in our public schools, and the parents work full time jobs in Lockwood. 
 
Every Monday, I lead a class for ladies who live in the housing unit in Greenfield.  The class is called “Family 
and Friends” teaching spouses how to deal with loved ones who are addicted to alcohol and drugs or both.  
Most of all the 6 ladies that attend have been beat up by their spouses, ran for their lives, and now have 
gained safety.  The goal of the classes is to educate these women on breaking the cycle of addiction in their 
families, in the lives of their grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.  It is a long, slow, process of initiating 
change and these classes motivate these women to be motivated to maintain their efforts. 
 
Thank you for your support, your prayers, and your encouragement, for your labor is not in vain. 
 
Sincerely, 
Pastor Griffin 
 

Update on Cancer 
 

By the grace of God and your prayers I still live!   After 4 radiation infusions the CT scan showed that the 
neuroendocrine tumors in my liver and spine have not changed.  The tumors did not grow but have not 
shrunk.  The oncologist considers this a win and so do others who are living with cancer.  I have accepted it 
as a win as well, but then in the back of my mind, I was hoping that after 4 rounds of radiation that the tumors 
would have shrunk.   I still get tired by mid-day and I try and get a little nap in which does gives me energy to 
complete the day.  According to my lab reports my white blood cells, red blood cells, hemoglobin, platelets 
have been low for the last 3 months.  The oncologist counseled me in knowing that radiation damages the 
bone marrow and it takes time for the bone marrow to regenerate so that it produces more white, red blood 
cells, platelets and more.   Right now, every 4 weeks I go to Springfield Hulston Cancer Center for a lan-
reatide injection which is supposed to keep the tumors from growing.   On October 28th I’ll have another CT 
scan and then November 4th I’ll meet with the oncologist to see what the next course of action will be. 
 
In the meantime, I continue working with RHAA, pastor at Trinity Lutheran, Sarcoxie, teach classes in Green-
field, can vegetables from the garden, and try to keep my yard landscaped with the help of others.  In God 
we live and move and have our being and may God bless us with health and strength to meet each day and 
have a mind like that of Christ to be a servant to all.      
    
In Christ, 
Pastor Griffin 
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The Lutheran Hour  

 

October 6  "Fit to Be Tied"  Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
A strong knot in the right place holds everything together. God made Jesus to be the "Master 
Point" to bind all people to Himself through faith.                                                                           
Genesis 30:8) 

October 13  "Difficult People"  Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
With God, all things are possible, even how to deal with that difficult person in your life. 
(Genesis 31:6-7) 

October 20  "Children of God--No Longer Losers"  Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Leopoldo Sanchez 
God turns lost losers into forgiven sons and daughters. Through Christ, we too become children 
of God's kingdom, members of His household.                                                                             
(Hosea 12:2-6) 

October 27  "God-Struggles"  Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
It's been said, everyone you meet is fighting an unseen battle. God calls us to enter the struggle 
of those around us because, in Jesus, God has entered our struggle. 
(Genesis 38:28) 
 

 

 The Bookstore is contained on a shelv-
ing unit located across from the meet-
ing room and is run by the LWML.  We 
have a variety of greeting cards by the 
box or by the card, as well as books, 
Bibles, gifts, etc.  If there is something 
special you are looking for or need to 
order something from CPH, you can 
contact Robin Eggerman.  Not part of 
LWML but also located on the bottom 
shelf are cookbooks and  history books 
which can be purchased through the 
church office. 

LWML MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE FOOD PANTRY  
 
We are all aware of the 
tremendous cost increases at the 
grocery store (sometimes as 
much as 3 times).   
 
Donations to the pantry have 
been extremely low, so any 
donation, however small, would 
be greatly appreciated.   
 

Canned meat and proteins are in specific need (stew, 
beef, tamales, ham, etc.) as well as sugar, salt & 
pepper, cooking oil.   
 
Also needed are basic personal hygiene items.   
 
There is a red wagon the north entry where you can 
leave donations.  Thank you. 

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lutheranhour.org/speakerbio.asp?id=325
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
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Tracy’s Key Players  Recital 

 
Piano students from Tracy’s Key Players studio put on a terrific show at Thiebaud Auditorium in 
Lamar on August 13. The show was called Outlaw Roundup: Not Your Ordinary Piano Recital. All 
students sang the opening song, Don’t Fence Me In, which also featured Ardrew Hedeman whis-
tling the tune. Each student was an “outlaw” who had a wanted poster showing their face along 
with their “crime”. These “crimes” included such things as “squeezing a month of practice into 
one day”, “checking phone during piano lessons”, “extortion: requiring payment for playing pi-
ano”, “being a drama queen-in-training”, and even “being blonde”. The sheriff, Dax Wolf, an-
nounced each “outlaw” while ringing a cowbell and hanging their poster as they came on stage. 
After playing two songs, the jailer, Dax Frickenschmidt, escorted each “outlaw” not to Carnegie 
HALL, but rather to Carnegie JAIL. With 18 piano students, there was a wide range of western 
songs to enjoy. Some of the classics included Desperado, Home on the Range, Red River Valley, 
The Streets of Laredo, and even theme songs from Little House on the Prairie and The Good, the 
Bad, and the Ugly.  
 
Intermission entertainment was provided by the ensemble of Bruce Wolf (guitar), Tracy Bean 
(piano), and Kynlee McCulloch who played drums for the song Apache. Kynlee also played a 
trumpet solo, The Lonely Bull. The students sang Deep in the Heart of Texas (with audience par-
ticipation on the clapping) to kick off the second half of the show. The last performance of the 
night was a piano TRIO called Legend, played by Lauren Caldwell, Lyla Scott, and Molly Hede-
man. The show concluded with the students singing Happy Trails to You, followed by Ardrew 
shooting off his cap gun. This definitely was not an ordinary piano recital, but it was a fun way to 
end the summer! 
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UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Octoberfest 
October 26 

Bible Knowledge Days 
November 8 (upper grades) 

Daylight Savings Time ends  
November 3 

Last Sunday of the Church Year  
November 24 
Thanksgiving  
November 28 

First Sunday in Advent  
December 1 

Midweek of Advent 1  
December 4 

 

Hand-bells 
Hand-bell practices have resumed 
at 6:30 Wednesday nights. 
Annie Hedeman is leading the 
hand-bells.  We always welcome 
new “ringers” so feel free to stop 
by on Wednesdays. 
 

Adult Choir 
 
Anna Strong is leading the 
choir.  We invite you to join 
the choir for practice on 
Wednesday nights at 7:30 
PM. All skill levels are wel-
come.  You can join season-
ally if you have time con-
straints.   

  
 

Humble Stewards 

As stewards, we are the recipients and caretakers of God’s goodness, love, mercy, and grace.  Stewards 
are managers of God’s creation.  We acknowledge God as the owner; therefore, we are to act not as own-
ers but as managers because our lives and resources are simply on loan from Him.   

The book of Daniel gives an account of a man who failed to recognize God as Creator and provider and 
exalted himself.  King Nebuchadnezzar, walking on the roof of  “his” royal palace, surveying “his” kingdom, 
was overcome by pride as he announced, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, 
by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty” (Daniel 4:30)?  He thought he was asking a rhetorical 
question, but God condemned him to live like an animal as a consequence of his pride. 

Pride is destructive.  It destroys gratitude to God for all His kindness to us.  It destroys our desire and ability 
to serve others.  It destroys contentment for it feeds our competitive nature so that we are not satisfied with 
just being wealthy or intelligent, but we want to be wealthier and more intelligent than anyone else. 

Pride has no place in the life of a servant.  First Peter 5:6 reads, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under 
God’s mighty hand that He may lift you up in due time.”  It is God alone Who can exalt us (Psalm 75:7).  If 
Christ Himself, God’s only begotten Son, humbled Himself, should we not follow His example and humble 
ourselves?  Because Christ humbled Himself, God exalted Him (Philippians 2:9) 

David, the shepherd-king, put our situation in proper perspective: “When I consider Your heavens, the work 
of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have set in place, what is man that You are mindful of 
him, the son of man that You care for him” (Psalm 8:3-4)?  The inference is that we are insignificant, yet 
David goes on to remind us of what we can be proud: “You made [us] ruler over the works of Your hands; 
You put everything under [our] feet.”  

Humility allows us to accept our smallness and God’s goodness.  In the words of Martin Luther, humility is 
the decision to “let God be God”.  We are stewards through humility.  We are to honor Him with what we 
have, what we are, and what He will make of us. 
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