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September 15, 2025

Members in attendance: Tim Brown, Rebecca Ferguson, John Janas, Edward Metzger, Marlene North, Virginia Nuzum
 
Members absent/excused: Jerry Miller

Guests:  Stacy Cox, Sarah Stalets, Joanne Hayward, Cara Groman, Stacey Rife, Jessica Sickler, Renee Wilhelm, Katie Klug, Kristina Overhulse, Jenn Speaker-Parcel, Scott McKeown, Rachel Smith Charese Botjer, Jeremy Buchhop, Amy Brinkman, Jen Krouse, Michele Solether, Julie Sprague, Lin Hufford, Shelly Storch, Tammie Waynick, Lynne Beard, Joe Bernyck, Rachel Buchhop, Kristin Nagel, Ally Vohland, Amy Knauss, Danielle Perkins, Robin Laird, Bev Sharp, Starr Cline, Soraida Saldana, Pat Webb, Jordan Greer-Michener, Susan Cline, Brent Baer, Rhonda Kendall

Approval of Minutes
On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by Marlene North, the Board approved the August 18, 2025, meeting minutes.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

DSP Recap
Ms. Joanne Hayward, Director of Health Supports and Provider Relations, announced that The Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities continues to recognize the importance of Direct Support Professionals for their dedication to supporting individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities to live, work and play in their communities.  Ms. Hayward announced that National Direct Support Professionals Recognition Week 2025 was September 7-13 and over 1470 Wood County DSPs were recognized and received gifts and words of appreciation last week.  Ms. Hayward stated that to date in 2025, the Wood County Provider network includes 101 agencies and 126 Independent Providers authorized to provide services to individuals served by our Board.

Request for Qualification (RFQ) – MSY and Respite
Superintendent Baer announced that the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities has been working diligently to create opportunities for our multi-system youth in our community.  Superintendent Baer stated as identified in previous board actions and through our strategic plan, the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities has developed two specific homes for offering short-term stabilization opportunities for multi-system youth who are in need.

Superintendent Baer announced that the board approved the release of a Request for Qualification for the Multi-System Youth and Respite program at the April meeting.  Superintendent stated that the Request for Qualification was released on April 28th, 2025, a public forum was held on May 14, 2025, and interviews and tours of the program locations were completed in August 2025.

Superintendent Baer announced that the selection of a service provider for the Multi-System Youth and residential respite programs supports the implementation of the 2025-2027 Strategic Plan.  Superintendent Baer stated that the construction of these homes is expected to be complete towards the end of this calendar year, and it is anticipated that each of the services would begin in January of 2026.
On a motion made by John Janas and seconded by Marlene North, the Board approved the selection of the Provider of Easterseals of Northwest Ohio for the residential respite program.  All ayes recorded. Motion carried.

On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by Edward Metzger, the Board approved to authorize the Superintendent to initiate contract discussions with Easterseals of Northwest Ohio for the residential respite program.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

On a motion made by Marlene North and seconded by John Janas, the Board approved the selection of the Provider of ViaQuest Inc. for the Multi-System Youth program.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by Edward Metzger, the Board authorized the Superintendent to initiate contract discussions with ViaQuest, Inc. for the Multi-System Youth program.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Personnel Actions
The Board reviewed the personnel actions as submitted.

Accreditation Review
Ms. Amy Brinkman, Service and Support Director, announced that Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities would be participating in its Accreditation review with the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities Office of Compliance October 8th & 9th, 2025.  Ms. Brinkman announced that the accreditation process reviews all aspects of the county board system including but not limited to Early Intervention Title XX, Health and Safety Operations, Service and Support Coordination, Person Centered Planning, Vocational Services, Quality Assurance, Provider Development, Strategic Planning, Fiscal management, and potentially additional areas.

Ms. Brinkman stated that the opening conference is scheduled for October 8, 2025, at 9:30am and closing remarks are scheduled for October 9, 2025, at 3:00pm.

Falls Prevention Month – WCBDD Plan
Ms. Renee Wilhelm, Community Occupational Therapist, announced September is Falls Prevention Awareness Month.  Ms. Wilhem announced that the Health Supports and Provider Relations team is offering several side-by-side trainings for agency Adult Day Services sites and for Independent Providers.  Ms. Wilhelm stated to date we have six (6) ADS locations scheduled for training and (2) two sessions for Independent Providers.  Ms. Wilhelm stated that side-by-side offerings allow both the staff and individuals served to learn about ways to prevent falls in the kitchen, bathroom, community, and at home.  Ms. Wilhelm shared some of the assistive technologies and durable medical equipment to prevent and mitigate falls.

Committee Update
· Superintendent Baer announced that the Program Committee met to discuss the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for the Multi-System Youth and Respite programs, potential expansion opportunities and growth needs of Wood Lane School, policies that require revision, updates or obsolete, and reviewed changes to the storage features of the Dropbox program.

· Superintendent Baer announced that the Finance Committee met to discuss the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for the Multi-System Youth and Respite programs, the upcoming contract negotiations and overall costs/affordability of the program, potential expansion opportunities and growth needs of Wood Lane School, and reviewed changes to the storage features of the Dropbox program.

Policy Update
Superintendent Baer announced that the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities routinely reviews the practices of its daily operation with a focus on increasing efficiency.  Superintendent Baer announced that the following policies have been identified for updates:

· Personal Leave Day(s)
· Updated to remove outdated references and clarifications the policy does not apply to substitute positions.
· Smoking 
· Updated to clarify the use of tobacco products in designated areas and governed by a procedure.

On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by Marlene North, the Board approved the updates as submitted.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

On a motion made by Edward Metzger and seconded by John Janas, the Board approved to abolish the following policies:
 
· Advanced Directives (Including Living Will and Durable Power of Attorneys for Health care) 
· Transportation Program for Consumers 

Board Training
Superintendent Baer announced that the Ohio Administrative Code OAC 5123:2-1-13, in-service training for members of county boards of developmental disabilities, states that board members must complete a minimum of four (4) hours of in-service training annually.  The rule also states that the director would identify topics related to the developmental disabilities service delivery system to be addressed during in-service training.  Superintendent Baer stated that Kim Hauck, Director of the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities, has made available one (1) hour of DODD training updates as one of the four (4) hours of required training.  Please note that Director Kim Hauck and now interim Director Lyndsey Nash have also granted flexibility to County Boards in 2025 to self-select all four (4) hours of training.  Superintendent Baer stated that the three (3) remaining hours would be identified by the Superintendent of the County Board.

Superintendent Baer announced that the remaining training hours would be held at the conclusion of the September and October meetings.  Superintendent Baer announced that Board Members of Wood County would complete one (1) hour of board training at the conclusion of the today’s meeting.  Today’s training topic is Property Tax and Levy Impact presented by Wood County Auditor, Matt Oestreich.

Expenditures and Receipts
On a motion made by John Janas and seconded by Marlene North, the Board approved the expenditures and receipts as presented in the Fiscal Report.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.


Adjournment
On a motion made by Marlene North and seconded by Edward Metzger, the Board approved to adjourn the meeting at 3:40pm.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.



___________________________			______________________________
President							Secretary
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