Family and Children First Council Meeting
October 15, 2025
8:30 a.m. — Wood County Job and Family Services
Members in Attendance

Voting Members: Casey Schutt, Joseph Gruss, Amanda Kern, Ben Robison, Rachel Aeschliman, Dave Wigent, Brent Baer, Christina Harper, Kyle Kanuckel, Martha Woelke, Dr. Ted Bowlus,  Theresa Towner, Kristin Nagel, Melanie Vandyne
Voting Advocates: Teri Laurer, Jen Robeson, Sandra DeSteno, Kathy Mull, Jasmine Church
Non-Voting Advocates: Melissa Coe, Brianne Schooley, Alana Stanbery-Sigg, Michael Fuller, Sandi Carsey, Amy Brinkman, Kristin Junga, Danielle Perkins, Shanna Gerken, Arteria Gill, Danya Claes, Frank Drago, Ashley Zuhlsdorf, Lexi Haas, Nicole Miller

I. Call to Order/Welcome: Meeting called to order at 8:31am
a) Lexi Haas – Kinnect Ohio
b) Rachel Aeschliman – WC Health Department

II. Approval of Minutes 
September 17, 2025
Motion to Approve: Kristin Nagel
Second: Martha Woelke
Abstained: None
Vote: All Ayes — Motion Carried 
III. Review of Fiscal Reports — Michael Fuller 
Total remaining funds in the general ledger: $325,270.38
For additional information about specific funds, please refer to the fiscal report.

Motion to Approve: Kristin Nagel
Second: Kyle Kanuckel
Abstained: None
Vote: All Ayes — Motion Carried 

IV. Coordinator Report — Melissa Coe
a.) Service Coordination/Wraparound Numbers – Have 14 service coordination cases, 2 were received at the end of last week. Currently have 2 wraparound cases. Melissa reached out to Penta to let them know what FCFC does. 
b.) Update –FCSS funding - Able to spend all funds last year on things like respite and summer camps.
c.) FCSS money is provided statewide - 40% of funds are distributed in equal share. Additional 60% is based on the poverty rate.  Population of Wood County has increased by 3%. 
d.) Reallocation considerations are being made currently. Going forward will look at reallocations will be made. Next fiscal year, 40% will be distributed evenly across the state. 30% will be based on total number of minors under 18 years old. Additional 30% will be based on those 18 and under below federal poverty rate. 
i. Wood County will be getting an increase.
e.) This fiscal year, we have around $15,000 left. 
f.) Had previously discussed HB96 with each county having the opportunity to decide about having FCFC. 
i. If this were to happen, there are guidelines that would have to be met to ensure children aren’t falling through the cracks.
ii. Would lose our operational capacity building. funds, MSY funds, family services and supports, MSY public children’s agency funds, incentives or best practice funds available.
iii. State regional representative has stated that so far one county in Ohio chose not to have an FCFC. 

V. Kinnect Ohio – Lexi Haas
a) Goal is to help connect families to resources. Kinnect Ohio is funded by DCY. 
b) Multiple programs
i. Ohio Kinship and Adoption Navigator (OhioKAN)
ii. Youth Navigation Network
iii. Youth-Centered Permanency Roundtables

VI. No Wrong Door – Melissa Coe
a) No Wrong Door Gatekeeper Training will be held on January 27th from 8:30 – 11:30 am, for $10 fee. This training will be in person at WCBDD Bldg B.
b) Melissa asked if anyone had any input on what should be included in the Gatekeeper training
i. Sandra DeSteno reported that 211 is hearing words like “desperation” used frequently from callers, and that there are not enough services to fill gaps in needs. Suggested to focus on changing the narrative. Many are also talking about compassion fatigue. People are desperate for stabilizing services.
c) There will also be a No Wrong Door webinar in November focusing on Housing and Utilities and will be a free training.

VII. Old Business
a) OhioRise – Received 12 new referrals last month, from schools and probation office, 1 from Penta.
b) Frank Drago – Respite
i. Heavy emphasis on recruiting right now for respite. Doing trainings twice a month. 
ii. The second and fourth Wednesday of the month, are virtual training for becoming a respite provider. 
a. November 12th and December 10th from 10a-11:30a, 
b. October 22nd from 10a-11:30a
c) Housing – Nothing at this time.
d) Mental Health/Psychiatric availability – Nothing at this time.

VIII. Committee Reports 
a) Early Childhood Task Force – Danielle Perkins
i. Met Oct 6 in person at WCBDD. Agencies gave updates on services. Planning 26 events, professional development opportunities from birth to age 5, Community Child Find and developmental screening. 
b) Trauma Informed Care – Amanda Kern – Did not meet last month, meeting next Monday, October 20 at ADAMHS. Will be discussing next steps to take to build TIC system of care.

IX. Parent Representatives 
X. Other Comments 
a) Have discussed county representatives for Ohio Trust Fund, must be someone who is a resident of Wood County. Willing to waive this for the Regional Trust Fund. Whoever would like to do that from this group has to fill out application on the County Commissioners website.
i. Meetings are quarterly, talk about goals for Ohio Children’s Trust fund, outreach events, budget for community partners who are seeking grants. There are two separate committees – One for grants, the other is for overseeing what the goals are. 
ii. Meetings are held at the ESC.
b) Dave Wigent – with pending JFS funding cuts, November 1 will be stopping SNAP applications if nothing changes. Because of the size of the programs, there is no way to make this up. 
c) Medicaid has more reserves and is not in danger of losing funding.
i. There are 47,000,000 nationwide; 4,600 in Wood County.
d) WIC funding through state contingency will run through the end of the year. 
e) The Monday of the week of Thanksgiving is Public Health Thank You Day.
i. Will be the Grand opening of Wood County Health Department.

XI. Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn:  Dave Wigent
Second: Brent Baer
Adjournment: 9:12am
Next Meeting: 
November 19, 2025
8:30 am
