Family and Children First Council Meeting
May 20, 2026
8:30 a.m. — Wood County Job and Family Services
Members in Attendance

Voting Members: Crista Metzger-Leady, Casey Schutt, Ben Robison, Brent Baer, Christina Harper, Kyle Kanuckel, Matt Snow, Dr. Ted Bowlus, Malon Samuel, Theresa Towner, Kristin Nagel, Melanie Vandyne
Voting Advocates: Teri Laurer, Sandra DeSteno, Kathy Mull, Courtney Rice
Non-Voting Advocates: Melissa Coe, Brianne Schooley, Michael Fuller, Sandi Carsey, Terri Ellis, Danya Claes, Ashley Zuhlsdorf, Anastasia Lacure Willey, Rachel Aeschliman, Ronda Downard, Tyler Briggs, Karyn Washington

I. Call to Order/Welcome: Meeting called to order at 8:32am
a. Tyler Briggs – Wood County Health Department

II. Responsible Fatherhood Community Passport Program – Tyler Briggs
a. Awarded through DCY. Yearlong grant running from June 1- June 30 to host an event that helps fathers. Grant is for $3,500 total.
b. The goals for the grant are to ensure infants reach their first birthday, ensuring children are ready for kindergarten, and ensure children remain in environments that are safe.
a. Plan to create a passport event for any opportunities that incentivize these goals.
b. Will hold an end of the month award event. Will continue conversations internally for various programs happening. 
c. Sponsorships are available for events. 
d. Majority of the funding will go towards staffing and printing materials for the event. 
e. Will provide entertainment, also looking for speakers. 
c. Please send any recommendations to Tyler Briggs or Melissa Coe. Will hold event on June 27.
d. Looking to have satellite locations at the same time.
a. Ongoing events beyond June could also be recommended. 
b. Not permitted to do a lottery or raffle or provide food. 

III. Approval of Minutes 
April 15, 2026
Motion to Approve: Kyle Kanuckel
Second: Melanie Vandyne
Abstained: None
Vote: All Ayes — Motion Carried 
IV. Review of Fiscal Reports — Michael Fuller 
Total remaining funds in the general ledger: $234,485.50
For additional information about specific funds, please refer to the fiscal report.

Motion to Approve: Brent Baer
Second: Kristin Nagel
Abstained: None
Vote: All Ayes — Motion Carried 

V. Coordinator Report — Melissa Coe
a.) Service Coordination/Wraparound Numbers – There are currently 17 service coordination cases. Transitioning one youth from wrapround to go over to OhioRise. 
i. Working on funding of camps. Work to build children’s summers up to have more structured time.
ii. Received another referral from BG City. He was sent to Juvenile Court, started working to get where he needs to be. Parents are proactive. The student is 11 and Melissa reported on working to get him into Diversion. He is going to NuHop camp. Wokring to address kids and families needs.
b.) MSY General Revenue Funds – On April 10 DCY sent out notice that there was a funding opportunity for MSY to receive 1,008,000. Application had to be completed by April 17th. All FCFC’s that participated should receive $25,200.00 Haven’t received the funds yet.
c.) Results of Self-Evaluation Survey – Sent out information to voting members, thanks to those who completed surveys. The state put together questions and asked that this was distributed to the council. 

VI. Spring Fling Presentation 
a) Held at Elmwood High School this year.
b) Mission to provide Wood County families with resources and promote family togetherness
c) Donations were received from CareSource, Humana, and Anthem. 
d) Expenses for food, $140, had hotdogs, nacho chips and cheese.
e) Sarah Nidiffer from the ESC made the t-shirts, 317 total.
f) There were 33 agencies in attendance – each year we continue to have a greater presence. New this year, were the Central Joint Fire Department, Wayne County Library, Imagination Station, Family Resource Center, Awakening Minds, Dusty Boots, Bloomdale Community Improvement Assosciation, and SADD.
g) Returning were the Wood County Health Department, WCBDD Changing Station, Haircuts provided by Penta – total 15 this year. 
h) Had games and facepainting, included volunteers from Elmwood.
i) There were 39 families who attended, 29 were pre-registered. 24 non-registered. Total of 206, 92 kids, and 114 adults.
j) The focus is on providing families with fun – thank you to many volunteers.
k) Next year, exploring hosting event at Otsego.
l) 22 raffle baskets were given out to families.

VII. New Business 
a) State  Multisystem Youth (MSY) Custody Relinquishment Prevention Program – Stated that the MSY program was put on hold because no further funding is available for families to utilize. 
i. It is back in use effective May 18, 2026. Many parameters have changed. 
a. Kids have to be 8 or older. 
b. Be in one or more Intensive Home Based Therapy services and have to have utilized it for 12 weeks.
c. Evidence based treatment models that have to be followed. 
d. MSY decisions are final and not subject to appeal.
e. Focus on making sure there is a discharge plan.
f. Parents must participate in family counseling. 
g. Family therapy 3x per month. 
h. Have to utilize some type of ancillary supports – school, respite, etc. 
i. MSY is limited to 180 days and back to home placement. 

VIII. Old Business
a) OhioRise – Referrals are increasing. May and October are harder hitting months. May has had 21 referrals, have 17 already. Total of 181 cases. Wood County team has expanded with a new supervisor. 
b) Housing –  Funding update - different information from HUD Applications utilized should stay in place next year. Should get through 12 months, will get through summer of 2027. There are going to be lots of changes in Summer 2027 if everything goes as have been told towards rapid rehousing, transitional housing. GLCAP is anticipating permanent supportive housing will work with families to talk about the plan. If someone is receiving transitional housing funding, they have to be doing 40 hours of something each week, have to participate in social support if working part time. The Housing First model is going away. Will be partnership for those that need housing. Will lose funding assistance entirely, which is different from Section 8. 

c) Mental Health/Psychiatric availability – Waiting on Columbus Gas at Children’s Resource Center.

IX. Committee Reports 
a) Early Childhood Task Force – Danielle Perkins – met on May 11. Maria Simone from the Wood County Public Library was the presenter. On April 29, held Child Find event, screened 8 children, 1 referral audiology, mental health, BGSU students were there to help screen. Reviewed the Interagency Agreement. Presentations for October, November, and December are open, WCBDD was the assistive technology spotlight.
b) Trauma Informed Care – Courtney Rice –  Met on Monday, process of framework for professional development, burnout, and compassion fatigue. Will have updates next month.
c) No Wrong Door Committee – Courtney Rice – Nothing at this time.

X. Parent Representatives – FCFC Association puts on a conference every year for FCFC Coordinator, Parent Reps would attend as well. Should they form their own association? 
a) Formed a parent rep committee. Our parent reps got to attend meeting, state level has additional funding to help where to go from here. Crista Metzger-Leady and Casey Schutt attended the meetings. 
b) It was reported that our parent reps felt opposite from what others felt at the meeting. 
i. Unsure where this will go from here. Trying to figure out if there is something more for parent reps. 
ii. Parent reps are valuable because they have lived experience – know the good, bad, and what we need to work on around the table. Parent reps receive funding according to each FCFC county’s bylaws. 

XI. Reminders
WCBDD hosting Run, Walk Roll on May 30 at WC Fairgrounds
WCBDD Community Festival is June 5

XII. Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn: Sandra DeSteno
Second: Theresa Towner
Adjournment: 9:31am
Next Meeting: 
June 17, 2026
8:30 am

